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for a viiforous prosecution of the war, those liberal sup » 
VoCV. B 
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liad like to haie }!n«o(i ircflcctu'nl tliroug]i a want 
<pf lianuonv in her t-ounciU. In ihc'ccurse of the last year 
tilt* clamoions voi^*e f.f dishalisf.ielian hau been raised by 
a series ot di>iapj«>intmciils and iniscarriai^es, vvhich were 
iinpnted to want of inlf*lh^eiioe^'‘Saga(*ity, and vif^our in 
the adnin'islralion, The defeat of JJraddoek, the reduction 
of Oswego, and (Ther forts in America, the ilclay of ariiia- 
inepts, tl/ • ja*ect of opportunities, ineffectual cruis&s, 
absurd d’tposiiK^ul^t fleets and squadrons, the disgrace in 
tlic Mt;5itcrrauean, ant) Jthe loss of Minorca, were nuni- 
bertHi among the misfiirtuiies that flowed from the crude 
designs of a wc‘'ik dispirited ministry ; and the prospect 
of their acquiescing iini audincutal war brought thens 
still fartber^n contempt and detestation with the body 
of the people. Ai order to eoueiliate tbe good-will of 
those whom their conduct had disobliged, to acquire a 
fresh-atock of credit with their fellu 7-snbjects,and remove 
frofli their own shoulders part of what future censure might 
ensue, they admitted into a share of the administration a 
ctiPtain set of gentlemen, remarkable for their talents and 
^popularity, heS’^.^'d hy Mr, Pitt and Mr. Legge, esteemed 
the tvfo iqost«iRu''lrioj|^js patriots of Great llritain, alike 
dihliuguishejl and dJunyed for theig unconquerable s|»irit 
and untainted integrity. The* former of these was ap- 
pointed secretary of state, and the other chancellor of 
the exchequer} and their friends were vested with other 
honourable though subordinate offices. 

So far the |>ctple were charmed with the promotion of 
indiv^iual^, upi^'i whose virtues and abilities they had the 
most perfect reliance ; but these new ingredients would 
never thori^ughly mix with\he old leaven. The adminis- 
IratioT' became an emblem of the image that Nebuchad- 
nezzar saw in his dream, the leg was of iron, and the foot 
was of clay. The old junta jmnd their new associates very 
•'nfit for llieir purposes. They eould neither persuade, 
cajole, nor intimidate thens into measures which they 
thought r(‘)>ugnant to the true interest of their country. 
Tbe new mkiisters combated in council every such plan, 
however patronised •. they openly opposed in pailiameut 
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fc*\ery clesig;ii whic^ ifipy deemed unworthy of the crown, 
or prejudici.'il to the |>^)ple, even though distinguished 
by the predilection ot the sovereign. Far fi|)m bargaiii- 
ing for their places, and surrcndcrfijgdheir principles by 
capitulation, they maintained in ofiice their independency 
and candour with tbe%y>st vigilant circiimspcciiot, and 
seemed determined to show, that he is the he.st,^unistcr to 
the sovereign who i^ts with the greatest prol'h|p towards 
the subject. Those who immediately f. "m ■imde(> the 
throne were supposed to have cot^euleo the tru' charac- 
ters df these faithful servants frt •'i the knowledge ^f their 
royal master; to have represented them as obstinatt, im- 
perious, ignorant, and even lukewarm in their loyalty; 
a|id to have declared, that with^uch colleagues it would* 
be impossible to move the machine of |pverrfment accord- 
ing to his majesty’s inclination. These suggestions, art- 
fully inculcated, produced the desired effect : on the ninth 
da;j of April, Mr. P!tt, by his majesty’s commaftejj re- 
, signed the seals of sccretaiy of state for the ^uthern de- 
partment. In t)^e room of Mr. Legge, thdking was ple^^ed 
to grant the office of chancellor of exchequer to Th% 
right honourable lord Mansfield, chief-* i^tice of tl^ court 
of king’s bench, the same personage fhorfl we* have i|jen- 
tioned before under Ihe name or M^. Murray, solicitor- 
general, now promoted !ind ennobled for bis extraordi- 
nary merit and important services. The fate of Mr. Pitt 
was extended to some of bis principal friends : the board 
of admiralty was changed, and some otlier removals were 
made with the same intention. 

What was intended as a disgrace ^ Mr. Pilt and 
Mr. Legge turned out one (^f the most shining Rreum- 
stances of their characters. The whole natioh seemed to 
rise up, as one man, in the vindication of their* fame^ 
every mouth was opened in their praise; and a great 
number of respectable cities and corporations presented 
them with the freedom of their respective sScieties, ef- 
elosed in gold boxes of cufious workmanship, as testi- 
monies of their peculiar veneration. W^hat theapeople 
highly esteem, they in a manner idolize. fTot oonteNj^ 
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with making oderinf:s po flattering aiiJ grateful to coii- 
B^iuuk virtue, they eoiiecivcd tlu« iijf'St violent jjrrjiuliees 
ag.uifr.tthu^f gentienien who hucceefled in the H(iiiiinistr:’.< 
tion ; fully cun\ im;eJ, that the saint pcTSoim who had sunk 
tile uatiou in the pre^nit distrcisUil eircumbtaiiees, who 
had bJou^it on her dishonour, and reduced her to the 
verge of deslructiou, were by no means the tit instruments 
of her del^s y redemption. Tlie whole kingdom caught 
fire al thelatetiia^s; nor could the power, the cunning, 
and the aVti flee of a taction, long support itself against 
the u^yited ioiee of Grea^^Britaiu, which soon pierced the 
ears of the sovereign. It was not possilile to persuade the 
people that salutary measures could be suggested or pur- 
sued, except by the lew, whose zeal for the honour of 
their couutty, and 'teady adherence to an upright disin- 
terested conduct, had secured their confldcncc, and claimed 
their veneration. A great numherof addresses, dutifully 
and byally expressed, solicited the king, ever ready, to 
meet half-way the wishes of his faithful people, to restore 
Mr^Pitt and Afr^jEcgge to their forme» employments, 
f poll this they^^sted the security and honour of the na- 
tion, asiwcU as^tiVuublic expectation of the speedy and 
successful issue of a'Jvaif hitherto attended with disgraces 
and misfortufles. Aciordingly, lys majesty was graciously 
pleased to re-deliver the seals to Mr. Pitt, appointing him 
secretary of state for the southern department, on the 
twenty-ninth day («f June; and, five days alter, the ofllce 
of chancellor of exchequer was restored to Mr.Legge : 
prorao^ons t'lat afforded universal satisfaction. 

. COALITION OF PARTIES. 

^ J r would not, perhaps, be possible to exclude, from 
a share in the administration^ dl who were not perfectly 
agreeable tqthe people : however unpopular the late mini- 
stry might appear, still they ppssessed suificicnt influence 
ill the privy-couticil, and credit in the bouse of commons, 
to thw^t evej'y measure in which they did nut themselves 
' parfike, I’liis consideration, and very recent experience. 
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probably dictated *the r^ccssity of t coalition, salutary 
in itself, and prudeni, Obcause it was the only means <if 
assuaging the vage of faction, and ||ealiug thifse divisions, 
more peniieious to the ])ublic than the most mistaken 
and blundering councils. Sir Robert Henley wa^madc 
lord-keeper of the great Seal, and sworn of hi| ‘m^esty’s 
privy-council, on the thirteenth day of June; the custody 
of the privy-seal wajfcornmitted to earn^iw/j/.i':*lus grace 
the duke of Newcastle, Mr. Legge, M- Nbgent, lord vis.- 
counit Duncaunou, and Mr. Grenville, were appointed 
commissioners for executing tne office of treasWer to 
his majesty’s exchequer. Lord Anson, admirals Boscawen 
and Forbes, Dr. Hay, Mr. West#Mr. Hunter, and Mr. El- 
Ifot, to preside at the board of admiralty :«Mr. Fox was 
gratified with the office of receiver andii)aymaster-general 
of all his majesty’s guards, garrisons, and land-forces ; and 
the earl of Thomon^ was made treasurer of the. king’s 
hotsebold, and sworn of his majesty's privy-council, (^tlier 
promotions likewise took place^with a ^esi^i to grati^ 
the adherents of cither party;' and so equally was the r% j 
favour distributed, that the utmost ha’;liony for a lon| 
time subsisted. Ingredients, scemipl^^heterogtneous, 
consolidated into one uniform mAs, ^ as to product ef- 
fects far exceeding tfie vost sanguine expectations ; and 
this prudent arrangement proved displeasing only to those 
whom violent party attachment liad inspired with a nar- 
row and exclusive spirit. 

DESCENT ON THE COAS1' of FRANCE mA)1TAT£D. 

• 

The accumulated losses Ind disappointments of the 
preceding year made it absolutely necessary to retrieve the 
credit of the British arms and councils by some vigorous 
and spirited enterprise, whiyh should, at the same time, 
produce some change in the circumstances of«his Prussi^ 
n^syt'sty, already depressed by the repulse at Colin, and in 
<langer of being attacked by the whole power of France, 
now ready to fall upon him, like a torrent, «whichli^ sc 
lately swept before it the army of observation, now on ths 
B2 



() HISTORY OF G^tiiAT HRIWI'N Gn.XIIK 

brink of disgrace, A well-jdariiuid ail'd vigemns dt’sccut 
(XI the coast of France, it v^asv (lumght, nouh! pro])jl)!y 
gi\e *a ilecisfve bltJW tqtthii roiirineof that k.ngdotn, ami at 
the saint txme eirctt a powerful diversion in favour of the 
Prusp^m moi.arcli aiiJ the duke Cumberland, driven 
frwii all ti’i- posts in the electorate of Hanover, by draw- 
ing a ])a|l of the French forces to the defence and pro- 
teetipn or' th«jni’awn coasts^ Both vfere objects of great 
concern, upon whiolithe sovereign and ministry were sedu- 
lously hent^ His royal (^ighness the duke, in a particu- 
lar mniiner, urged the necessity o( some enterprise of this 
nature, as the only expedient to obviate the shameful (‘on- 
vention now in agitations The ministry foresaw, that, by 
destroying the enemy’s shipping, all succours would be 
out off' from AmerVea, whither they were daily transport- 
ing troops; the British commerce secured, without those 
convoys so iucouveiiient to the board of admiralty, and 
to tfie merchants ; and those ideal fears of an invasion, 
that had ih soijpe meii^ure affected the public credit, 
wUlly dispelleth^i ‘ 

C0MMANB*(j^' THE FLEET GIVEN TO SIR 

. edwaKd hawk?., &c. 

t 

Fkom these considerations a powerful ftectwas ordered 
to be got in readiness to put to sea on the shortest notice, 
and ten regiments of foot were marched to the Isle of 
Wight. The li^ival armament, consisting of eighteen 
ships the^Qe,|^)esides frigates, firc-ships, bomb-ketches, 
and transports, was put under the command of sir Kd- 
ward Hawke, an olTicer whose faithful services recuni- 
(lende^l him, above all others, to this command ; aud rear- 
admiral Knowles was appointed his subaltern. Sir John 
Mordaunt was pi'eferred to t^ke the command of the land- 
forces ; andh both strictly enjoined to act with the utmost 
unanimity and barmoiiy, Burope beheld with astonish- 
ment t|iese mighty preparations. The destination of the 
arm' meut \m wrapped in the most profound secrecy : it 
exercised the penetration of politicians, and tilled France 
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with very serious a Arms., Various wtre the impediments 
which obstructed the •mlSarkation of the troops for sc vend 
weeks, while JV!!*. Pitt expressed the 4 ;reatest ufieasinAs at 
the delay, and repeatedly ur^ed the commander in chief 
to expedite his departure; but a* sufficient numjjer of 
transports, owing to some* blunder in the contri^Aors, had 
not yet arrived. The troops expressed an eager impatience 
to signalize themselves against the ciiemiiS of the liberties 
«)f Europe ; but the superstitious drew unfavourable pre- 
sagast^rom the dilatoriness of embarkation. At last 
the transports arrived, the troops were ))ut onIwaU with 
all expedition, and the fleet got under sail on the eighth 
day of September, attended with^he prayers of every man 
warmed with the love of his country, andtsolicitous for 
her honour. The public, big with e:II)ectati()u, dubious 
where the stroke would fall, but confident of its success, 
were impatient for tilings from the fleet; but it was not 
tilKhe fourteenth, that even the troops on boardTfegan 
to conjecture that a descent was^edita^ed (fh the coast 
of France, uearllochefort or Rochelle. , 

ADMIRAL KNOWLES SEt^ pWe *X. 

On the twentieth, 'tli* fleet made the Isle of (Heron, 
and then sir Edward Hawke sent an order to vice-admiral 
Knowles, requiring him, if the wind permitted the fleet, 
to proceed to Basque road, to stand in as near to the Isle 
of Aix as the pilot would cariy him, vlth such ships of 
his division as he thought necessary foi^tlie %ervi§e, and 
to batter the fort till the garrison should cither aJliandon 
or surrender it, But the immediate cxcculioii of this 
order was frustrated by a French ship of war's sVandiuf 
in to the very middle of the fleet, and continuing in that 
station for some time before she discovered her mistake, 
or any of the captains had a signal throwu»out to g^e 
chase. Admiral Knowles, *when too late, ordered the 
Magiiauimc, captain Howe, and Torbay, captain Keppel, 
on that service, and thereby retarded the*attacNjj|)on 
which he wfis immediately sent A stroke of policy greatly 
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to he admired, as fiom hence ke ^aAied time to assure 
Ifinaself of the strength of the fortifications of Aix, before 
he rdn his bajestjj's aJiips into danger. " 

ATTACK AND SURRENDER OF AIX. 

f 

Whil^ the ebove ships, with the addition of the Royal 
Wil}iani, were aiiitending the French ship of war safe into 
the river Garonne, the remainder of the fleet was beating 
to windward off the isle^f Oleron; and the commander 
in cKfif publishing orders and regulations which did credit 
to his judgment, and would have l)een highly useful, had 
there ever been occasion to put them in execution. On 
the twenty-third the van of the fleet, led by captain 
Howe in the Magihtnimc, stood towards Aix, a small island 
situated in the mouth of the river Cbarente, leading up 
to Rochefort, the fortifleations half iLnishcd, and mounted 
with about thirty cannon and mortars, the garrison com- 
posed of sik hijpdrcd {pen, and the whole island about 
fivfl miles in eir'minfcrence. As the 'Magnanime ap- 
'proached, the b^emy fired briskly upon her; hut captain 
Howe,"regardlf^ yf their faint endeavours, kept on his 
couLse witliout fiiuchil.g, dropping^ his anchors close to 
the walls, and poured in so incessant a fire as soon silenced 
their artillery. It was, however, near an hour before the 
fort struck, when some forces were landed to take pos- 
session of so important a conquest, with orders to de- 
molish the fortiflications, the care of which was intrusted 
to vicq^adn^l (Snowies. 

Inconsiderable as this success might appear, it greatly 
elated the troops, and was deemed an happy omen of fur- 
liber advantages; but, instead of embarking the troops 
that night, as was universally expected, several successive 
days were spent in councils (j| war, soundings of the coast, 
i^d deliberutions whether the king^s express orders were 
practicable, or to be complh^d with. Eight days were 
elapsed since the first appearance of the fleet on the 
coas^/and tlx; alarm was given to the enemy. Sir Edward 
^ Hawke, indeed, proposed laying a sixty gun ship against 
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Fouras :iiid battering tlijfit fort, wiiroli it was thought 
would help to secure the landing of the troops, and fa-* 
cilitate the enlerpriac on Kociiefort, T^iis a hieiich pilot 
ou board (Tiiierry) undertook; but jftcr a ship iiad been 
lil’hted for the purpos^ vice-admiral Knowles’ rep(^led, 
that a l)(*tnb-ketch had ruu a-grouud at above % distance 
of two miles from tlie fort; upon which the p|)ject of 
battering or bombarifing the fort was aljinddncU. ]1ie 
admiral likewise proposed to bombard Rochelle ; hut this 
overtime was over-ruled, for re.f ons which we need not 
mention. It w'hs at length determined, in a counwl of 
war held on the eighth, to make a descent, and attack the 
fogts leading to and upon the moifth of the river Charente. 
An order, in couse{[uence of this resolution^ was iinriie- 
(liately issued for the troops to he reaiilj^ to embark fioui 
the transports in the boats precisely at twelve o’clock at 
night. Accordingly, Hie boats were prepared, and fdled 
with the men at the time appointed, and now they re- 
mained beating against each otlif', and ^hc sides of the 
ships, for the space of four hours, whilftthe council w|re 
ik'termining whether, after all the trouSle given, they* 
iliould land ; when; at length, an ordop waii pnblisbcd foe 
tlie troops to return tq their respective transports, ainii all 
thoughts of a descent, t(> appearance, were wholly aban- 
doned. The succeeding days were employed in blowing 
up and demolishing the fortifications of Aix ; after which, 
the land officers, in a council of war, took the final reso- 
lution of retumijig to England without any further at- 
tempts, fully satisfied they had done all in thllr p^wer to 
execute the designs of the ministry, and choosingirather 
to oppose the frowns of an angry sovereign, tlie murmurs 
of an incensed nation, and the contempt of mankind, than 
, fight a handful of dastardly militia. Such was the issue 
of an expedition that raised the expectations of all Europe, 
threw the coasts of France into tlie utmosf coufiisio|, 
and cost the people of En^and little less than a million 
of money. 
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THE FLEEf RETURN? T^p'sPITHEAJ). 

Tab Aeetf'was no seiner returned than tie whole nation 
was in a ferment. Vhe public expectation bad been wound 
up to^the highest pitdo) and now^die disappointment was 
proportidned to the sanguine liopes conceived, that the 
pride of France would have been humbled by so formid- 
able an’armanjtJnt The ministry, "and with them the 
national voice, exclaimed against the commanding officers, 
and the militaiy men retorted the calumny, by layiisg the 
blam^Vi the projectors of the enterprise, who had put 
the nation to great expense before they had obtained the 
necessary information. /Jertain it was, that blame must 
' fall somewhere, and the ministry resolved to acquit them- 
selves and tix the lri!Cusation, by requesting his majesty to 
appoint a board of officers of character and ability, to 
enquire into the causes of the latp miscarriage. This 
alon^U was that could appease the public clamours, smd 
afford genetal satisfacti^. The enemies of Mr. Pitt en- 
deavoured to wre^t the miscarriage of the expedition to 
^lis prejudice, tbut the whispers of faction were soon 
drowned in thi^foice of the whole people of England, who 
ne\«r could persuade tiemselves that a gentleman, raised 
to the heiglit of power and popularity by mere dint of 
superior merit, integrity, and disinterestedness, would now 
sacrifice his reputation by a mock armament, or hazard 
incurring the derision of Europe, by neglecting to obtain 
all the iiecessarycprevious information, or doing whatever 
might^cont«tbut|^ to the success of the ekj[)edition. It was 
askedf^Whetber reason or justice dictated, that a late un- 
fortunate qdmiral should capitally punished for not 
^ing^ and exerting his utmost ability to relieve Fort 
St. Philip, invested by a powerful army, and surrounded 
with a numerous fleet, while no charge of negligence or 
(jpwardice was brought against those who occasioned the 
miscarriage of a well-concerted and well-appointed expe- 
dition? The people, they said, were not to be quieted 
wit^^ resqjlutioDS of a council of war, composed of men, 
* wh^ .inactivity might frame excuses for declining to 
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< \jsos« tliemselvcsilo dunsjer. It publicly mentioned, 
Jliiit such backw.irdiesif {tppeared amouj the general 
(leers bclore tiK‘ fleet reached the ^‘;le of Olefon, as*occa- 
‘ ioued the admiral to declare, with watmth,that he would 
comply with his ordeif, and go iAo Basque-road^what- 
ever miglit he the consequence. It was aske|j,*V\qiy the 
army did not land on the night of tiie twenty-third or 
twenty-fourth, and •whether the ’oflicer% sent out to re- 
connoitre, bad returiied with such intelligence as seemed 
to rqitler a descent impracticable ? It was asked, whether 
tlie commander in chief had complied with his nftyesty's 
orders, “ To attempt, as lar as should be found practica- 
ble, a descent on the coast of prance, at or near Roche- 
fhrt, in order to attack, and, by a vigoroys impression,’ 
force that }dacc ; and to burn and destroy, to the utmost 
of bis power, all docks, magazines, arsenals, and ship- 
ping, a« shall U foiyid there?” Such rumours as these, 
evtry where jiropagatetl, rendered an enquiry no Ifes ne- 
cessary to the reputation of the officers on the expedition, 
tlian to the minister who had projecte^it. Accordit^ly 
a board, consisting of three officers of ralik, reputatioiit 
and ability, was appointed by his ma^|ty, to enquire 
int(> the reasons why the fleet ittuAied without hrving 
executed his majesty^ oijlers, • 

The three general officers, who met on the twenty-first 
of the same month, were Charles duke of Marlborough, 
lieutenant-general, major-generals lord George Sackville 
and John Waldegrave, To judge of tl^ practicability of 
executing his majesty’s orders, it was nejessaf tojnquire 
into the nature of the intelligence upon which tl|^ expe- 
dition was projected. The iirst and most important was 
a letter sent to sir John, afterward.s lord Ligonjer, bj 
lieutenant-colonel Clark. This letter had been frequently 
» examined in the privy-council, and contained, in sub- 
stance, that colonel Clark, in returning from Gibralt£j|, 
in the year one thousand leveu hundred and flfty-four, 
had travelled along the western coast of France, to ob- 
serve the condition of the fortifications, jac^liiLhow 
far a descent would be practicable, in case of a rujuure 
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brtvvecu Great BrVaiu iind ♦ On his comin;j to 
• ,RocuEfurt, where ho atlAitUJ by an engineer, he 
v.is'surjjrii'erl to grcatesl part ofv, good rampart, 

with a revet oineit, flanked only with redans; tio out- 
worljs, rK> co\ rred-why, and, in Kiany }»laces, no ditch, so 
that Ih^ {)oUom < 5 i the wall whs seen at a distance. He 
"euL inhered, tliat in other place.s where the earth had 
l(.N‘U taleii onjpto form the raniparC, there was left round 
tl .til a eoibiderahle hciglit of ground, whence an enemy 
niigh.t draw a great adv.nitage; that for above the length 
of i.jfVoiii’,' or U|0 or three hundred yards, tlierc was no 
rainiJiut, oj c ren intro ..ehinenl, hut only small ditches, in 
the low and marshy gronuds next the river, which, how- 
cvt'i, were dry at low water; yet the Imttom remaiiicd 
muddy and slimyt Towauls the river, no rampart, no 
batteries, no parapet, on cither side appeared, and on the 
land-side he observed some high ffround within the dis- 
tan^d'of one hundred and fifty or two hundred yai«dsof 
the town; in which condition the eolonel was told by the” 
cijujineer the plipe had remtuned for abd»e seventy years. 
Klo pievent ghCiig umbrage, ho drew rio plan of the place, 
and eten burpfrt^ie few sketches he. had by him: how- 
evtJ', as to utllii;,ihi« colonel declared himsdf as much 
satisfied as If he had taken u flan. He could not a.sctT. 
tain the direct height oi the rampart, but thought it 
could not exceed twerit)-five feet, incliuling the parapet, 
'I'he river might be about one hundred and thirty feet 
1)1 o:w!, and the intraucc defended by two or three small 
vedou|jts. 4 is lo^force.'?, none arc ever garrisoned at Roche- 
fort, ijj^cept marines, which, at the time the colonel was 
on the sp^t, amounted to jfhout one thousand. This was 
^the fij’st intelligence the ministry received of the state of 
Rochefort, which afforded sufficient room to believe, that 
an attack by surprise might be attended with happy cou-“ 
scipicnoes... It was true, that colonel Clark made his 
observations in time of peatc ; but it was likewise pro- 
bable, tb?.t no great alterations were made on account of 
Ihiy^r, as jbe place had remained in the same condition 
during the two or three last wai'S with France, when they 
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lad tlip fiaine rcasciis as now lo expert their coasts woukl 
1)0 iiisuUod. The wuformation was obtained from 
JtMCpli Thiorr}^ a Fiench pilot, of the prolostint reiig;iun* 
'vlio pa.^sod sovond examinations leTorftho privy-couuoil. 
Tiiis person declared, 4 hal he had«follo\ved the business 
of a pilot on the ooiiat of France for the space twenty 
years, Tuid s^irxt'd as first pilot in several of^he king’s 
ships: tiiar he bud, fti parllonlur} piloted Xbe Mafiunime, 
before she was tak^uby tlic English, for about tv\ciily*two 
jiioiiljis, and had often conducted her into the road of 
the bde of Aix j and tiia: he peiTectly fitqsaiuted 
with the enlraiict, which, indeeil, is so easy as to render 
a pilot almost unnecessary. T|je road, he said, afforded 
gtiud anchorage in twelve or hmrtcen fathoius water, as* 
fai as Bayonne : the chanutl between tl|c isltinds of Olerou 
aiul Rh^* was three leagues hruivd, and the banks neces- 
sary to be avoided ^ly near the land, except one called 
lUtjjJuiard, vvliieh is easily diacemed by the breaker* He 
» anirmed, that the largest vuiseU might drawb up close to 
the fort of AiXjWvhieh he would-Uflderlakl the Magnanhne 
alone should destroy; that the htrgest ^hi'ps might cAni 
up to the Vigeriit, two miles distant fr«m the ni^uth ot 
the river, with <ill their caimoifanA stores that |pen 
might be landed to tile ijorth of fort Fourasf out of sight 
oi’ the fort, upon a meadow where the ground is firm and 
level, under cover of the cannon of the fleet. This lauding 
jilace he reckoned at about five miles from Rochefort, the 
way dry, and no way intercepted by ditcjjes and morasses. 
He said, great part of the city was encomp;iES||i by a wall ; 
hut towards the river, on both sides, for^ibout six^ paces, 
it was enclosed only with psdlisades, without a fo£t^. To 
the intelligence of colonel Clark and Thicny, the minister 
added a secret account obtained of the strength dnd di?- 
» tribution of the French forces, whence it appeared highly 
probable that no more tbaft ten thousand men could be 
allowed fur the defence of whole coast, from St. ValA'y 
hi B(>urdeaux. In consequence of the above information 
the secret expedition was planned; instructions wc% given 
to sir John Mordaunt and admiral Hawke to a* 
Vji. V. C 
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vi<^f)r»)UR impression the Frenrli roaft, and all the other 
measures projected, which, it was igiagined, would make 
an affectuji diversion, by obliging the enemy to employ a 
great part of tbeiiefofces at home, disturb and shake the 
credit of their public* loans, impair the strength and re- 
sources ftf their navy, disconcert their extensive and dan- 
gerous oj)ft‘ations of war, and, finally, give life, strength, 
and lusfto to the eommon cause and his majesty’s arms. 
Tin? board of enquiry took next into consideration the se- 
veral letters and explanatory instructions sent to sir John 
Morda:jnt,' in consequence of some difficuhits which might 
possilily occur, stated by that general in letters to the 
minister, previous to bis sailing. Then Ihey examined 
' the ixfport made to sir ESwmrd Hawke by admiral Brod > 
rick, and the captains of men of war sent to sound tbe 
iTciich shore from Rochelle to fort Fouras, dated Sep- 
tember the twenty-ninth j the result of the councils of 
war^u. the twenty-filth and twenty-eighth; sir Edy^ard 
Hawke’s letter to sir John Mordaunt on the twenty- 
seventh, and thi. gcneiU’s answer on tbe twenty-ninth; 
ijaffcr which sir jjobn Mordaunt was called upon to give his 
reason^ for not ppttiug his majesty’s instructions and or- 
dei^ into excedtionv 'i|[|iis he did in substance as follows; 
the attempt on Rochiuort, he understood, was to have 
been on the footing of a coup it main or surprise, which 
it would be impossible to execute if the design was dis- 
covered, or the alarm taken. He also understood that an 
attempt could not be made, nay, that his majesty did not 
require its^puld,^unless a proper place for debarking, and 
a. safe'^retreat fo^ the troops was discovered, particularly 
where*the ships could protefjt them ; and a safe communi- 
cation with the fleet, and conveyance of supplies from it, 
^ii'cre found, His sentiments, he said, were confirmed by 
a paper to this purpose, delivered to him by sir John 
Ligaiiier, on bis first being appointed to command the ex- 
pedition, Jt was likewise pn^bable, be thought, that al- 
though Rochefort should have remained in the situation in 
whicL colonel Clark and the pilot Thierry h.ad seen it 
ihrifcyears itefore, yet that a few days’ preparation could 
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make it sufficicntlj defoiisible agaiiftt a coup dc main. 
Judging:, therefore, tHe (fependence on such af operation* 
alone improper? he applied to the ministry for two more 
old battalions, and artillery for a regular attack to force 
the place, which, from Its construction, appeared asjdiffi- 
eult to be made defensible against the latter, a* easily se- 
cured against the former. But this request being^efused, 
he still thought it his* duty to obey his orAirs on the f^ot- 
; on which the expedition was planned, especially as he 
uudenstood his instructions wer^discretioiiaty,,reg|rdiug 
the circumstances of the time, the condition of the j^ace, 
and the nature of the service. He recited the positive 
and credible intelligence receiveil, as well before the em- , 
harkation as during the voyage, of the al»rm given to 
Frauen, and the preparations made Aong the French 
coasts from Brest and St. Maloes to Rochefort: the ac- 
cidents that kept thedleet hovering along the coasj^, and 
prevented the possibility of an attempt by surprise ; the 
^reports of all the gentlemen em^oyed jji sounding the 
coasts, socontraiy to the intelligence givin by Thierry tite 
pilot ; the opinion of the council of war, which he was 
enjoined to act, and with which his o^if ^dgmetft con- 
curred; the endeavou^ used, aft ct the twei]ty-sixth,*to 
find out some expedient for annoying the enemy and exe- 
cuting bis majesty’s instructions; the attempt made to 
land, in consequence of the resolution of the second coun- 
cil of war, which was prevented by boisterous and stonny 
weather; and, lastly, the reasons that determined him, in 
concert with the other land oflicers, to re|am if England. 

Having considered all these circumstances, ani exa* 
mined several officers who sAved in the expedition, the 
court of enquiry gave in the following report to hii ma-i 
jesty;— '* It appears to us, that one cause of the expe* 
*ditioa having failed is, the nqt attacking fort Fouras by 
sea, at the same time that it could have been attacked 
by land, agreeably to the first design, which certainly 
must have been of the greatest utility towards carrying 
your majesty’s instructions into execution. It? was a^tirst 
resolved by admiral Hawke; (Thierry, the pilot, having 
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undertaken the saf3 conduct qf a stiip to fort Fouras for 
^ that purpose), but afterwards Ridraside, upon the icprc- 
seuvation of vicc-adijairal Knowles, that the iJarfleur, the 
ship dcaigned for‘*that service, was a-g^rouud, at the dis- 
tance of between foA and five uvles from the shore; but 
as neither sir Edward Hawke nor the pilot could attend 
to gi\e any information upon that head, we cannot pre- 
suine t?!i'oftcr certain opinion thereupon. Wo conceive 
another cause of the failure of the expedition to have 
been, that, instead of attempting to land when the. report 
waSjftcei^ed, on the twenty-fourth of September, from 
rear-admiral Rroderick, and the captains who had been 
out to sound and recunroitre, a council of war was sum- 
moned and {bold on the twenty fifth, in. which it was uffa- 
niinously resolverhiiotro land, as the attempt on Rochefort 
was neither adviseahle nor practicable ; but it dues not ap- 
pear to us that there were ibeii or rt any time afterwards, 
either a body of troops or batteries on shore sufficient to 
have preveuted the attempting a descent, in pursuance of" 
tl|^i instructionS^signed by your miqcstf ; neither docs it 
^appear to us that there were any reasons sufficient to in- 
duce /;be couyi^ of war to believe that Rochifurt was 
sotchanged in respecrfi:o its strength, or posture of de- 
fence, since 'the ex[)editiun wa^ first resolved on in Eng- 
land, as to prevent all attempts of an attack upon the 
place, ill order to burn and destroy the docks, maga- 
zines, arscnels, and shipping, in obedience to your ma- 
jesty’s commai^l. And we think ourselves obliged to 
remark, iir the^council of war on the twenty-eighth of 
iCcpte^ber, that no reason could have existed sufficient 
to prevenj: the attempt of landing the troops, as the 
^councU then unanimously resolved to land with all possible 
‘despatch. We beg leave also to remark, that after its 
being unammously resolved to land, in the council of ’ 
jar of the twenty-cightli of September, the resolution 
was taken of returning to Eligland, without any regular 
or general meeting of the said council ; but as the whole 
opepKion w?s of so inconsiderable a nature, we do not 
offer this to your majesty as a cause of the failnre of the 
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expedition; since ca^iriot but loi>k upon the expe- 
dition to have failed fro^i the time the g:res^ object of, 
it was laid aside*in the council of war^f the twenty-fifth/’ 

SIR JOHN MORDAtjNT TRIED BY A COU|lT- 
MARTIAL. 

This report, si»nei by the general officem, MarlGorou^h, 
Saekville, and W'lildegrave, probably laid the foundation 
for Ihft court-martial which sat ^oon after upon the con- 
duct of the conmiaiidcr in chief on the expedition.*! The 
enemies of the minister made a handle of the miscarriage 
to lessen him in the esteem of the public, by laying the 
whole blame on his forming a project so ^jxpensive to ' 
tbc nation, on intelligence not only sligift at the first view, 
but false upon further examination. But the people were 
still his advocates ; they discerned something mysterious 
in the whole conduct of the commander in chief. They 
plainly perceived that caution tcjpk place of Vigour, and 
that the hours for action were sfient in,peliberations 
councils of war. Had he debarked the troops, and made* 
such an attack as would have distinguibfigd his cturage, 
the voice of the peopl^ would bav Acquitted him, however 
unsuccessful, though prudence, perhaps, might have con- 
demned him. Even Braddock’s rashness they deemed 
preferable to Mordauiit’s inactivity ; the loss of so many 
brave lives was thought less injurious and disgraceful to 
the nation, than the too safe return of tdie present arma- 
ment. The one demonstrated that the spjpt still 
existed ; the other seemed to indicate the too powerful in- 
fluence of wealth, luxury, atfd those manners^which tend 
to debauch and emasculate the mind. A public ^rial 
the commander in chief was expected by the people, and 
it was graciously granted J>y bis majesty. It is even 
thought that sir John Mordaunt himself demanded {p 
have his conduct scrutinize, by which method alone be 
was sensible his character could be re-established. His 
m^est/g warrant for holding a court-martiai was ifc ’cord- 
ingly signed on the third day of December. The court ' 
C2 
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was composed of fihie lieutcn?nt.g;^>erals, nine inajor- 
. generals, :pd three colonels, Mlhoesaton the fourteenth, 
and'eontinued by scv|^ral adjournments, t6 the tw(;ntieth. 
Lieutenant-geiicra'l sir John Mordaunt came prisoner be- 
fore Jhe court, and the following charge was exhibited 
against %hn : namely, that he being appointed, by the 
king, comnian^ler in chief of his majesty's forces sent on 
an expedition the coast of France^ and having received 
orders and instructions relative thereto from his majesty, 
under his royal sign-mapiial, and also by one of his princi. 
pal s^‘cretaries of state, liad disobeyed his majesty’s said 
orders and instructions. The proceedings of this court 
were nearly similar t(» tk*ose of the court of enquiry. The 
same eviden/'es were examined, with the addition of sir 
Edward Hawke’s^ldeposition ; and a defence, differing in 
no essential point from the former, made by the prisoner, 
but Ih.e judgment given was clear aft)d explicit. Sir John 
Mor^uut was unanimously found Not guilty, and there- 
fore acquit’ted,^while tjie public opinion remained unal-' 
ter?d, and roany^persons inveighed as bitterly against the 
*leuity of the jfresent court-martial as they had formerly 
againsft tk.e sq^Aity oftbe sentence passed upon a late 
unfortunate admiral. The evidenc^e of one gentleman in 
particular drew attention : be vas accused of tergiversa- 
tion, and of showing that partial indulgence which his 
own conduct required. He publicly defended his charac- 
ter: his performance was censured, and himself dismissed 
the service of hfc sovereign. 

FiEEirS SENT TO THE fAST AND WEST INDIES 

i Besides the diversion intended by a descent on the 
coast of France, several other methods were employed to 
amuse the enemy, as well as to protect the trade of the 
kingdom, secure our colonies in the West indies, and en- 
sure the continuance of the extraordinaiy success which 
had lately blessed bis majesty's arms in the East Indies; 
but ^esc w4^ could not mention before without breaking 
the tliread of our narration. On the ninth of February 
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ailuliral West sailed with, a squa(iron»of men of war to 
the westward, as did ^Inflral Coates with the^eet under, 
his convoy to tfle West Indies, and^connnodoie Steepens 
with the trade to the East Indies, in thd month of March. 
Admiral lloibuurn andicomniodore ^-lohncs, with deveu 
ships of the line, a fire-ship, homb-ketch, and ^fty uans- 
ports, sailed from Saint Helen’s for Ainericii in April. 
The admiral had onboard six thousand ^o hu jilred ef- 
fective men, exclusive of officers, under the command of 
{i^eneml Hopson, assisted by lord Charles Hay. In May, 
admiral Osborne, who had been%rccJ back to^Plyl^jouth 
with his squadron by stress of weather, set sail for the 
Mediterranean, as did two ships t f war sent to convoy the 
American trade. 

In the mean time, the privateers fitted out by private 
merchants and societies greatly annoyed the French com- 
merce. The Antigallican, a private ship of war, equipped 
by society of men who assumed that name, tobk the 
* duke de Peuthievre Indiaman io|f the port df Corunna, 
and carried her ilito Cadiz. The prize w^*eslimated wojth 
two hundred thousand pounds, and immediate applicatioit 
was made by France to the court of Spaffi^for restitution, 
while the proprietors of the Antigi lican were squandeiiig 
in mirth, festivity, au(f riot, the imaginary weMtb so easily 
and unexpectedly acquired. Such were the remonstrances 
made to his catholic majesty with respect to the illegality 
of the prize, winch the French East India company as- 
serted was taken within shot of a neut|al port, that the 
Penthievre was first violently wrested o^t of Ibe ^ands of 
the captors, then detained as a deposit, with sealed ^tclies, 
and a Spanish guard on bdkrd, till the claips of both 
parties could be examined, and at last adjudged tq be 
illegal capture, and consequently restored to the French, 
to the great disappointmentjjf the owners of the privateer. 
Besides the success which attended a great number 
other privateers, the lord^ of the admiralty published a 
list of above thirty ships of war and privateers taken from 
the enemy, in the space of four months, by the English^ 
sloops and ships of war, exclusive of the duke d’ Aquitaine * 
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liidianian, now out as a ship of war, taken by the 
^Eagle anti Medway j the PoudicleriSy Jndianjan, valued at 
one hundred and sin^ty thousand poundil, taken hy the 
Dover man of vi^r; and above six privateers brought 
into Dort hy the dilig\;nt*and bravj captain Lockhart, for 
whicn Ite^^was honoured with a variety of presents of 
plate by sweral corporations in testimony of their esteem 
and regird, Tjiis run of good fortuiie was not, however, 
without some retribution on the side of the enemy, who, 
out of twenty>one ships homeward bound from Canoliiia, 
mad^'pri;^e of nineteen, whence the merchants sustained 
considerable damage, and a great quantity of valuable com- 
modities, indigo in particular, was bst to this country. 

RIOTS occAsiorffin by thje HIGH PRICE of CORN. 

Notwithstanding the large imports of grain from dif< 
ferenC parts of Europe and America, the artifice of^en- 
grossers still kept up the price of corn. So incensed were 
tl^ populace at x||)e iniquitous combinations entered into 
‘to .frustrate the endeavours of the legislature, and to 
oppres'’^ the pQbl', that they me in a tumultuous man- 
nei in several countic^ sometimes to the Dumber of five 
or six thousand, and seized u|ipn \he grain brought to 
market. Nor was it indeed to be wondered at, consider- 
ing the distress to which many persons were reduced. The 
difficulty of obtaining the necessaries of life raised the 
price of labour the most unseasonable time, when all 
manufactures w^ere overstocked for want of a proper 
mark^, which obliged them to dismiss above b^f the 
Lands before employed. Bince arose the most pitiable 
^r()Qdi(ioo of several thousands of useful industrious sub- 
jects; a calamity attended only with one advantage to 
the public, namely, the facility with which recruits were 
Hpised for his majesty's service. At last the plentiful crops 
with which it pleased Providcface to bless these kingdoms, 
tlie prodigious quantities of com imported from foreign 
count ries, and the wise measures of the legislature, broke 
nil the villanous scbemci set on foot by the forestallers 
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111 (ingrossers, and w'ducp'^ ih*' yiricc (jj' i orn to tlic usual 
hlandard. The jml)!!!- joyttm tins event w.is greatly aiig- 
iiicnted hy the sUh; arrival of the fleet from (liS Leevwird ' 
inlands, consisting of ninct\-tuo sailj al^l of thn Straits 
fleet, esteemed worth tbiee n»jl!ioiis sterling, whereby the 
silk inanufaetureis in particular were again einplojiedfaud 
tlieir distresM’S relieved. About the same Innejche India 
company was highly efcited with the ju^ ful aeconnf of the 
safe arrival and spiritedconduetof three on heir eaplalfts, 
attacked in their passage homeward by two French men of 
war, one of si.'tty-four, the other A* tv, ej it y- six gims. After 
a warm eugagemeut, which continued for three Inmrs, 
they obliged the French shijv? tosjjecr off, with scarce any 
lo^^ on their own side. When tlie engagement began, 
the captains had promised a reward of agthonsarid pounds 
to the crews, byway of incitement to their valour; and 
the company doubled, the sum, in rer^ompense of their 
fidelity and courage. His majesty having taken intt> con- 
sideration the incredible damage sustained b)fc the com- 
merce of these Itingdoms, for went of froper harbours 
and fort*, on the western coast to receive and protAti 
mercbanlmen, was graciously pleased to oider, that g tern- 
porary security should be provided ior the Ibippfing wh^’h 
might touch at Milford^Iia^en, until the fortifiwitions voted 
in parliament could be erected. How far his majesty’s 
directions were complied with, the number of merchant 
ships taken by the enemy’s privateers upon that coast 
sufficiently indicated. 

OPERATIONS IN AMERICA. 

• 

Whatever reason.^ the government had lo’expect the 
campaign should be vigorously pushed iii America, almost* 
' every eirrmnstance turned out contrary to expectaiion. 
Not all the endeavours of tfie earl of Loudoun tx) quiet 
the dissentions among th« dilferent provinces, and tff 
establish unanimity and harmony, could prevail. Circum- 
stances required that be should act tlic part qja mediator, 
ill order to raise the necessary supjilies for prosecuting the 
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war, without which it was be could a]>pear in 

^ the cliarac^erof a general. Tllc*en<pmy, in the mean time, 
were pursuing the bjfiw given at Oswego,* and taking ad- 
vantage of the dbilmction that appeared in the British 
councils. By their Successes in the preceding campaign, 
they remained masters of all the lakes. Hence they were 
furnihheu^with the means of practising on the Indians, 
in all tfte diffcrpit districts, and obliging them, by rewards, 
prAiiMses, and menaces, to act in their favour. Every 
accession to their strength was a real diminution af that 
of tyt Bfitish commanuer; but then the ignorance or 
pusillanimity of some of the inferior officers in our back 
settlements was, in effect, more beneficial to the enemy 
than all the vigilance and activity of Montcalm. 1 n conse- 
quence of the shimeful loss of Oswego, they voluntarily 
abandoned to the mercy of the French general the whole 
counti 7 of the Five Nations, the on|)^ body of Indians who 
had ifiviulably performed their engagements, or itklecd 
who had preserved any sincere regard for the British go-‘ 
vernment. TlUt comm^mication with tHese faithful allies 
•wjfi now cut off,* by the imprudent demolition of the forts 
wc pqpsessed atithe great Carrying-place. A strong fort, 
mijced, was built at Wfachester, and called Fort Loudoun, 
after the cotnmander in chief, a^d four hundred Cherokee 
Indians joined the English forces at Fort Cumberland ; but 
this reinforcement by no means counterbalanced the 
losses sustained in consequence of our having imprudently 
stopped up Wojj^-creek, and < filled it with logs. Every 
persom tb|t least acquainted with the country, readily per- 
Adivedr the wealcness of these measures, by which our 
whole frontier was left opeif> and exposed to the irruption 
of the savages in the French interest, who would not fail 
% profit by our blunders, loo notorious to escape them. 
By the removal of these barriers, a path was o^ieiied to 
our fine settlements on those grounds called the German 
flats, and along the Mohawdt’s river, which the enemy 
destroyed with fire and swoid before the end of the cam* 
paign. ^ 
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W)R11 LOUDOfiVS CONDUCT In AMERICA, 

In llir n»ean*lim<‘-, lord Loudoun^as taking the iftost 
elRctual sti'p'i (o unite the provinces, ind raise a force 
suflii'icnt to give soin^ decisive hliJw. 'I’he attac|^ on 
(>o\vn-i\‘int, which had been so long meditated^ ^as laid 
aside, as of less iin[)<)rtanee tb;in the intended •x^editioii 
1oLouisbi)urg,uow substituted in its placc^and undoubt- 
edly a more considerable object in itself. Admiral Hnl- 
]i(iurn«arnved at Halifax, with the squadron and trans- 
ports r.nder his command, on the ninth of July; ai^d it 
was his lordship’s intention to repair thither with all pos- 
sible diligence, in order to take upon him the command 
of*the expedition; but a variety of accident^ interposed. 
It was with the. utmost diificulty he at lefigth assembled a 
body of six thousand men, with which he instantly began 
his inarch to join tl^ troops lately arrived from Eng- 
lundt When the junction was effected, the whole forces 
nmounted to twelve thousand meji ; an army that raised 
great expcctatiorlfe. Immediately some sjj&ll vessels weje 
sent out to examine and reconnoitre the condition of the 
enemy, and the intermediate time was eftgloycd iw em- 
barking the troops, as soon as tSe transports arrivti. 
The return of the scout! tqjally altered the fac^ of affairs 
tlicy brought the unwek'oroe news, that M. de Bois de I? 
Mothc, who sailed in t*he month of May from Brest with 
a large fleet of ships of war and transports, was now saft 
at anchor in the harbour of Louislxiurg.^ Their intelli- 
gence was supported hy the testimony of seveial (jfsert- 
ers; yet still it wanted confirmation, and many pgson 
believed their account of tin# enemy’s strength greatl) 
magnified. Such advices, however, could not but ocejsior 
extraordinary fluctuaions in the councils of war at Hali 
‘fax. Some were for setting aside all thoughts of the ex- 
pedition for that season ; while others, more warm intheii 
<liblJositions, and sanguine iiwtheir expectations, were foi 
prosecuting it with vigour, in spite of all dangers and diffi 
cukies. Their disputes were carried on with f reat vebe 
nience, when a packet bound from Luuisbourg for France 
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was laken by one of thr Knjjlj-'h ships stationed at New- 
' Ibundlaud*^ She had letters bn ol)()ard, which put the 
cufciny’s superiority uH doubt, at lea'll I)y sea. It 
clearly appcurtd, theiv were at tiiat time in Louisl)Ourg 
sijt ’^■loa.'.aud regular troop-s tbsc^e thousand tiatives, and 
one tij*)i*' aiid three hundred Indiaiis, with seventeen ships 
ol tlu, liXe, jtud three fi’ig;atcs moored in the harbour; 
tint the plact4*wa,^ well supplied with ammunition, pro- 
vision, ana ever} kind of military stores; and that the 
cueoty w^islh'd lor nothi'^'g; more than an attack, which it 
was^piv^lahh; would terminate to the di8{,Taoe of the as- 
sailanis, and rum of liie British ahairs in America. The 
coimuandcis at Halifail were fully apprized of the conse- 
<|ucjiceb ofran unsuccessful attempt; it was, therelorc, 
amitJsL urianimoubly resolved to postpone the expedition to 
some uiuio convenient opportunity, especially as the 
seasipi was now far advauceil, whieh alone would be suffi- 
cient to frustrate their endeavours, and render the ontcr- 
prise abokivo^ This, resolution seems, indeed, to havl 
icon tuc most rdigible in their circumstances, whatever 
constructions might afterwards be given, with intention 
to pfejudice^fe public against the commander in chief. 

FORT WILLIAM-HENRY TAKEN by the FRENCH. 

Lohi) Loidoun’s departure from New York, with all 
the forces he was able to collect, afforded the marquis 
de Montcalm«the fairest occasion of improving the sue- 
cessKS ot^lhe farmer campaign. That general had, in the 
\er>' commencement of the season, made three different 
attacks on Fort WilliamiHenry, in all of which he was 
n'lxiUed by the vigour and resolution of the garrison. 
But his disapfioiutment here was balanced by an advantage 
gained by a party of regulars and Indians at Ticonderoga. 
Odonel John Parker, with a detachment of near foui 
hundred meii) went by wat^r, in whale and hay boats, tc 
attack the enemy's advanced guard at that place. Land* 
jng at nigbt on an island, he sent before dawn three boats 
to the main laud, which the enemy waylaid and took* 
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] joniri’tl tl** inTjwry int»'liif« nfe froit' the (iri- 
M. f’f 'iu- Ilu’v «‘«ntriv£'il their nica-^ 

, >, '.Pi’tr Luhiji »l ij .unlnri'i lyhliKh the 
|/ I>;t v;- A lit. jtiiti .<<iJ airu v^'iil ‘hr-je, hat»'aux 

(■, oi ivhicA'Hij. P.irk'i’ 

iIun: lor his e\dj b>'. ts, e.ijcosi) |)pt to :->hriv^^'v,is sur- 
i«jii*!(!{ ! if, lilt’ I'lioij’), rrisiloeceiiwilinuiir hi-niLired nicii, 
atjJ aHiidhCc) wilLhfich iuipfctiiosit;, thc^, of tl* whole 
detaeiiioei.l, onlv two offleci.. anti sevoiity piivate men 
i'<!eaj,‘-d. I'lushctl with ihi'; au\ii3tige, animaltd by the, 
..D'H'iiee lF th(: iJritiijti coriLimiiiiifjr in oiiief, thfti atfjlali- 
fa\, and filed wiih a desire it- iweiigo the disgrace lie had 
hiUly luUstaiih’d before ibrt iMoLtfidm drew to- 

gvtht,r all ill'! furer^, mlb initntioi) lu lay^su ge to that ' 
|t!acc. hurt VVilliani-Heory Mauds on flit soutluTii coast 
t)f Lake (icorge ; it was built with a view to jn'otect and 
t'over t!ie froulsers of* the English colonies, Jis well as to 
eomniau'l the lake: the fortilicatious were good, d^eiided 
^ hy a garrison of iii'iir three tiiourtand men, Ind wered 
h} an army of Aur thousand, inuler the fondm t of g('je« 
r:ii tVehh, posted at no great distance, nhcu thcmarnuliP 
lb' iMiinifulKi had as^einbied all the forccf Crowr]|Point, 
Tietmtlcioga, and the adjacent fn)st.s, togclllcr witli a 
coiisnicr.tble body ui tla%'diuns and Indian^, amounting 
in tliv’ whole to near ten thousand men, he marcbeU 
directly to the fort, made his approaches, and began to 
batter it with a numerous train of artillcr). On the very 
tlay he iuvcMcd tlie jdaee, he sent a letlerjo colonel Monro, 
the governor, telling him, he thought hiinseH obliged, in 
humauit), to desire he would surrenutT the fo|^t, and 
not pio\okt the great uumlier of savages in^the French 
army Iiy avaln rcsiatancc. A detach nicntot yom^gani^ 

son ha'- lately,'’ sajs he, “ experienced their cruelty ; I have 
it yci in my po\Vv.r to rcMrain them, and oblige them 
to ohsev.c a capilulalioii, as none of them hitherto ajp 
killed. Vouf peibi-jtlug 1» tlic dcfeuec of your fort can 
only retard its fi'.tc a lew u^ys, luid must of necessity 
expose an uarortuualc g.irr^<)ii, who can p^iiislbly receive 
no relief, eunsidciing the precautions takcu to prevent 
^bL V D 
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it. I demand a deisisive answej*^ for .dricli purpose 1 liave 
sent the spur Funtbrune, one of aids-du-camp. You 
may credit \^hat lie will inform y’)u of, bom Montcalm.” 
General Webb b6hcM his preparations with an indifference 
and security bordering on infatualion. It is credibly re- 
porte<l/^hat be had private intelligence of all the French 
generars. designs and motions; yet, either despising bis 
strengifh, or ^Mscr editing the information, he neglected 
collecting the militia in time, which, in conjunction with 
, his own forces, would probably have obliged Montcalm to 
reliiJpusB the attempt*," or at least, have rendered his 
success very doubtful and hazardous. The enemy meeting 
with no disturbance fre-n the quarter they most dreaded, 
prosecuted the siege with vigour, and were warmly re- 
ceived by the gatrlson, who fired with great si»iritUll they 
ij’dd burst almost all their cannon, and expended their 
ammunition. Neither Montcalm!!? promises or threats 
could prevail upon them to surrender, while theyiwere 
in a condition to defend themselves, or could reasonably 
assistadfj^ from general Webb. They even per- 
'• sisted to liold out after prudence dictated they ought to 
surrender. CoU.)cl Monro was sensible of the importance 
o£ his charge, and inl^gined that general Webb, though 
slow in hi^ motions, would s^jrcly make some vigorous 
efforts either to raise the siege, or force a supply of ammu- 
nition, provision, and other necessaries, into the garri- 
son. At length necessity obliged him, after sustaining a 
siege from the ^ird to the ninth day of August, to hang 
out a fiagiof trjjce, which was immediately answered by 
C.e F^nch commander. Hostages were exchanged, and 
articles of capitulation signed by both parties. It was sti- 
pulated, 4at the garrison of Fort William-Henry, and 
the troops in the intrenched camp, should march out 
with their arms, the baggage of the officers and soldiers,' 
atid all the usual necessaries of war, escorted by a detach- 
ment of French troops, and*interpreter$ attached to the 
savages : that the gate of the fort should be delivered to the 
troops of th|: most Christian king, immediately after sign- 
ing tlic capitulation; and the retren(‘hed camp, on the 
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Ocparture of the B!Htish*forcos; tlia1*thc arttllny, war- 
like stores^ provision, |in!i in geueral every tbiiifi:, except • 
the effects of sSldiers |ud officers, riioijjd, upon honour, 
he delnered to the French troops; |or which purpose it 
was agreed there should^ delivered, with the <*apitul;|(;ion, 
an exact inventory of the stores and other particulars spe- 
cified ; that the garrison of the fort, and the trc^§ in the 
relrenohtnettt and dependencies, should n#t serve for ihc 
space of eighteen months, from the date of the capitu- 
lation, against his most ebristi^ majesty, or his ; • 
that with the capitulation there should Im: delivenl an 
exact state of the troops, specifying the names of the 
officers, engineers, artillery-mcn, Ajnmiissaries, and all em- 
pfuyed: that the officers and soldiers. CanadiAns, women, 
and savages, made prisoners by land sin?e the commence- 
ment of the war in North America, should be delivered 
'.n the space of three*months at Carillon; in retqrn for 
whom an equal numkr of the garrison of Fort William- 
• Henry should bj capacitated to’^erve a 5 pcea*bly to the 
return given })y the English officer, ai^ the receipt #f ^ 
the French commanding officers, of the prisoners so de- 
livered : that an officer should remain af ^ bosta^, till 
the safe return of tlie ^escort sent with the troops of Ifis 
Britannic majesty: that the sick and wounded, not in a 
condition to be transported to Fort Edward, should re- 
main under the protection of the marquis de Montcalm; 
who engaged to use them with tenderness and humanity, 
and to return them as soon as recovereihc that provision 
fur two days should be issued out for tly British ^oops : 
that in testimony of his esteem and respect for otlonffl 
Monro and his garrison, on ^‘count of their pillant de- 
fence, the marquis de Montcalm should return onebcan-i 
non, a six-pounder. Whether the marquis de Montcalm 
was really assiduous to have ^cse articles punctually exe- 
cuted we cannot pretend to determine ; but certain it isji 
they were perfidiously broRe, in almost every instance. 
The savages in the French interest either paid no regard 
to the capitulation, or were permitted, fromtiews of po- 
licy, to act the most treacherous, inhuman, and insidious 
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part. n»?y fell upi>n the lr(iA[>s ab th{‘y rrsa rein'd 

, out, despoiji'd tliem of their fewVcTjtairjiJig eftcet'',draK^ed 
thetiidians in the Erfsh fiervice ,^mt oj fiitir rruk*, .iml 
assas'sinated tlH-nfw&i cir*umf-tanc^«; of iM'herud-i.fhar 
bari^. Some Briti'iS sohheis, witftn their vvlve'’. ;nid ejidd- 
ren, ar(?;ai(i to have been savajcely mnrdon by 
brutal J>diiins, whose ferocity the French ' >mm: 
eotild not effe^ualiy restrain. Thb greater p 'rl of the 
English garrison, however, arrived at Fort Edw ard, under 
, the nrotcction of the French escort. The enemy demo- 
lislicjl the* fort, earned o!f the effcids, provriim, arlilleiy, 
and every thing tdse left by the garrison, together with 
the vessels preserved in the lake, and departed, without 
pursuitig th^ir success by any other attempt. Thus endl*d 
the third caropaifn in America, where, w ith an evident 
superiority over the enemy, an army of twenty thousand 
regular troops, a great luunher of*proviucial forces, and 
a prodigious naval power, not less than twenty ships of 
the line, abandoned our allies, exposed our people, < 
suffered them he cruelly massacred* iti sight of our 
• troops, and relimiuished a large and valuable tract of 
enunti'y, to tl^e^ternal reproach and disgrace of the Bri* 
tiih name. 

NAVAL TRANSACTIONS IN AMERICA. 

As to the naval transactions in ibis couiitiy, though less 
infamous, they^ere not less unfortunate. Immediately 
on lo^ Lfudoup’s departure from Halifax, admiral Hol- 
♦tourij, now freed from the care of the transports, siit sail 
for Louisl^urg, with fiftcem ships of the line, one ship of 
fifty guns, three small frigates, and a fire-ship. What the 
object of this crui?e might have been can only be con- 
jectured. Some imagine curiosity was the admiral’s solc« 
motive, and the desire of informing himself with certainty 
of the enemy’s strength, w^ile others persuade them- 
selves that he was in hopes of drawing M. de la Molhe to 
an engagement, notwithstanding his superiority in num- 
ber of ships and weight of metal. Be tills as it may, the 
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British srjuailron appeareAuITLoiiisboift'j^ on the twentieth 
(liiy of Augfust,aad apptoaehtiig within two mile:; of the bat • < 
terieS) saw the French Uiniral niaket|:hf^signal to uninoor. 
Mr. Holhourii was grealy inferior |i strength, and it is 
obvious that his design was not to light the enemy, gis he 
immediately made the best of his way to llalila*. About 
the middle of Septen^er, being reinforced with ft^^^hips of 
the line, he again proceeded to Louisbour^, probably v^ith 
intention, if possible, to draw the enemy to an tMigage- 
inent; but he found de la MotJ^e too prudent to h^^Ziafd* 
an unnecessary battle, the loss of which would have gfcatly 
exposed all the French colonies. Here the English squadron 
continued cruising until the tweifty-fiftb, when they were 
overtaken by a terrible storm from the southward. When 
Ihe hurricane began, the fleet were aoout forty leagues 
ilistant from Louisbourg ; but were driven in twelve bom's 
within two miles of tile rocks and breakers on that coast, 
^ whdli the wind providentially shifted^ The ship Tilbury 
was wrecked up^i the rocks, an^half lie|; crew drowned. 
Eleven ships were dismasted, others threw Ihefr gtjns 
overboard; and all returned in a very shattered condition 
to England, at a very unfavourabl| seasoti the y^r. I n 
this manner ended t];ic expedition to Louisbourg, irAri^ 
unfortunate to the nation*than the preceding designs upon 
Rochefort ; less disgraceful to the commanders, but equally 
the occasion of ridicule and triumph to our enemies. In- 
deed, the unhappy consequences of the political disputes 
at home, the instability of the administrAion, and the fre- 
quent revolutions in our councils were sttongI]pmj^ifested 
by that languor infused into all oiir military opemliotls, 
and general unsteadiness in 8ur pursuits. Faation, in the 
mother- eouiiti^, produced divisions and misconductiin th^ 
colonies. No ambition to signalize themselves appeared 
among the offleers, from liie uncertainty whether theii 
services were to be rewarded or condemned. I’heir attack 
went to particular pcrsons*wcakened the love they ought 
to have entertained for their country in general, and de- 
stroyed that spirit of cuterprUe, that firmiftss and reso- 
lution which constitutes the commander, and withoui 
I) 2 
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wlucb tho bfj&t cap"c‘ity,joir.<'ilto the most uncorruptible 
j integrity, can etfect nothing. 

The French kiug^iot only exeti^etl hinlsclf against the 
English in Aiuerit‘a,j but even exti-nded his operations to 
thei|j settlements in Africa, which* he sent one of his naval 
commai'.jjers, with a small squadron, to reduce. This 
gentlenji';?,, whose name was Kersin, had scoured the coast 
of Guinea, ai^l made prize of several English trading 
ships ; but his chief aim was to reduce the eiistle at Cape- 
coast, of which had he gained possession, the other subor- 
dina^ foits would have submitted without opposition. 
When Mr. Bell, the governor of this castle, received in- 
telligence that M. de Korsin was a few leagues to wind- 
ward, and 9ertainly intended to attack Cape-coast, his 
whole garrison diu not exceed thirty white men, exclusive 
of a few Mulatto soldiers: his stuck of ammunition was 
reduced to half a barrel of gunpowder; and his fonilica- 
tions were so crazy and inconsiderable, that, in the opinion 
of the best engineers, they could not have sustained for 
twenty minutes t|^e fire of one great ship, had it been pro- 
perly directed and maintained. In these circumstances, 
lew fv^ople w^uld have dreamed of making any prepa- 
r.Vion for defence ; biit Mr. Bell entertained other senti- 
ments, and "acquitted himself >vth equal courage and dis- 
cretion. He forthwith procured a supply of gunpowder, 
and a reinforcement of about fifty men, from certain 
trading vessels that happened to be upon that part of the 
coast. He moqpted some spare cannon upon an occa- 
sional batti^^iy, ai^d assembling a body of twelve hundred 
ir^grop^, well armed, under the command of their chief, 
on whose attachment he coudd depend, and ordered them 
to tai^e post at the place where be apprehended the enemy 
would attempt a landipg. These precautions were hardly 
taken, when the French squadron, consisting of two ships 
the line and a large frigate, appeared, and in a little 
time their attack began ; but they met with such a warm 
reception, that in leas than two hours they desisted, leaving 
the castle vtyy little damaged, and immediately made sail 
for the West Indies, very much to the disappointment and 
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mortification of the 1)utc|| officers kUngine; to the fort (»f 
Elniina, in the same nigltbourhood, who nude no scrujile ^ 
of expressing tlftir wists publicly iii favour of ihe Fri^nch 
commodore, and at a dilance viewedYhf engagement with 
the most partial eagerness and iinpatjence. M. de I^rsin 
was generally blamed for bis want of conduct ^1id reso- 
lution iu this attempt j hut he is said to have bce’>jieceivcd 
in bis opinion of the real state of Cape-v)ast castle, by 
the vigorous and resolute exertions of the governor, and 
was apprehensive of losing a ma^st in the engagement; ji, 
loss which he could not have repaired on the wiiolc*foast 
of Africa. Had the fort of Cape-coast been reduced on 
thjs occasion, in all probability emy petty republic of the 
negroes, settled under the protection of the, forts on the 
Gold-coast, would have revolted from thl British interest: 
for while the French squadron, in their progress along 
shore, hovered in tluf offing at Annainaboe, an English 
settlement a few leagues to leeward of Cape-coast, John 
'Corrantee, the caboceiro, chief njagistrate and general of 
the Blacks on that part of the coast, wj^Sse adopted s^n 
had a few years before been caressed, and even treated as* 
a prince in England, taking itformntel ^lat this^^uter- 
prise of the French would he attenued with success, aclii- 
ally sent some of his depei^ants, with a presetft of refresh- 
ments for their con)m(^ore; the delivery of which, how- 
ever, was prevented by Mr. Brew, the English chief of the 
fort, who shattered in pieces the canoe before it could be 
launched, and threatened with his ran^on to level the 
black town with the du$t« The calioce|)ra, t!|ou^ thus 
anticipated in his design, resolved to be among % fiwit 
who should compliment M. ie Kersin on his^ victory at 
Cape-coast j and, with this view, prepared an embassy (ir^ 
deputation to go there by land; but uuderstanding that 
* the French had failed in i^e\r attempt, he shifted bis 
design, without the least hesitation, and despatched th^ 
same emkssy to Mr. Bell, l^hom he congratulated on bis 
victoiy, assuring him he bad kept his men ready armed to 
march at the first summons to his assistances 
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* STATE or AFRAIRS JN THE EAST INDIES. 

In tlie feast the scene t^as clianf^ed greatly to 
the honour and adv»'uitage of Gr^^it Britain. There tlie 
conyonanders acted with that harmony, spirit, and unani- 
mity beciiming Britons, zealous for the credit of their king 
and tl)ii'/iitercst of their country. We left admiral VVatsori 
and colonel Clive, advancing to Calcutta, to revenge the 
cruel tragedy acted upon their countrymen the preceding 
. . On the twenty-eighth of December, the fleet pro* 

ceedjd up the river; next day colonel Clive landed, and, 
with the assistance of the squadron, in twenty-four hours, 
made himself master of Busbudgia, a placeof great strength, 
though very ill defended. On the first of January the 
admiral, with two ships, appeared before the town of Cal- 
cutta, atid was received by a brisk fire from the batteries. 
This salute was returned so warmly) that the enemy’s gnus 
were soon silenced, and in less ban two hours the'))l.icc 
and fort were t^handonod. Colonel Clive, ^ on the other side, 

^ Ivtd invested tlie town, and made his attack with that 
vigour and intrepidity peculiar to himself, which greatly 
(;outii1)uted U die su(|deii reduction of the settlement. As 
fihon as th^, fort was surrendered, the hra\e and active 
captain Cuote, with his majesty’s troops, look possesbiun, 
and found ninety-one pieces of cannon, four mortars, 
abundance of ammunition, stores, and provision, with every 
requisite for sustaining an obstinate siege. Thus the English 
were re-establisRed in the two strongest fortresses in the 
Gang««, viAth tho inconsiderable loss of nine seamen killed, 
ahd ttiree soldiers. A few days after, Hughley, a city of 
great trade, situated highei'^up the river, was reduced with 
y as little difficulty, but infinitely greater psejudice to the 
nabob, as here his storehouses of salt, and vast granaries 
for the support of his army, were burnt and destroyed.^ 
Jneensed at the almost instantaneous loss of all his c(»h- 
quests, and demolition of the city of Hughley, the viceroy 
of Bengal discouraged all advances to an accommodation 
which was j^oposed by the admiral and chiefs of the com- 
pany, and assembled an army of twenty thousand liorso 



(,H. xm. CEOUGE Xi 

Hiiil fil'tecii llumsaad fully resolved to expel I be 
English out ol his dotnibij’ii, and t.dA* ample vengeance 
for llte d!'grn{‘|p he htl lat«*)v ‘’UStauiod, lie vvas <;r{'ri 
inarching by the Englih ^-anip in lit u^y to Qilcntta on 
the sec'unl of Febvnavy Jk-here ho etiifim>eil, about a mile 
from the town. Colontn (^livc immcil lately made ajrjilii'a- 
lion to the admiral for a roiuforcoineiit; and si#tujiidred 
men, under the command of captain Warw ick, *,#(; ac- 
cordingly dniftt’d from the ditferent shij#, and SLiit#to 
assist his h'ltle army. Olive drew out his iorecs, advanced 
in three columns towards the encfiy, and began thcfttvvk- 
bo vigftronsly, that the viceroy retreated, after a l•ehle 
nVistancc, with the loss of a thousand men killed, wounded 
ami taken prisoners, five hundmf horses, great numbers 
of draft liuliocks and four elephants. ^Thwigh this ad- 
vantage was less decisive than could he wished, yet it sufii- 
ciontly intimidated thetiahob into concessions much to the 
honour and advantage of the company. Admiral Watson 
jgavifhim to understand in a letter, that this was no more 
than a sperimeii^if what the Briti^i arms,^hfii provoked, 
could perform. The suha desired the r.egotiatioii 
he renewed, and in a few days the treaty was coneJuiled 
He promi'.cd not to disturb the jInglisiS in any of those 
privileges or possessioms specified in the firm, and gran#d 
by the Mogul : that all miS'chandise belonging to the com- 
pany should pass and repass, in every part of the provincs 
of Bengal, free of duty; that all the English factories 
seized the preceding year, or since, should be ri'stored, with 
the money, goods, and effects appertaining*thatall damages 
sustained by the English sliould Ih» repaired,* anj) thtir 
losses repaid : that the English should have liboity "fo 
fortify Calcutta in whatever lhanner they thoiight proper 
without interruption : that they should have the lihmly o^ 
^ coining all the gold and bullion they imported, which 
should pass current in the province: that he would re- 
main in strict friendship and alliance with the English^ 
use his utmost endeavours* to heal up the late divisions, 
and restore the former good understanding between them. 
All which several articles were solemnly signed and sealed 
with the nabob’s own hand. 



34 ' ' HISTOKV OF GREAT BRITAIN. Cii, Kill. 

REDUCTION OF CHANDliRNAGORE. 

Sdcii w^re the terni^ obtained [>r the ! .>mpany, by the 
sj)irited and gallcntA-onduet of Hie two Enjjhsh eom- 
inanders. They ha&, however, t*> much discermneiit (o 
rely fta the promises of a barbarian, who had so perfidiovisly 
broken farmer engagements; but they prudently dissem- 
bled tlfclrscntiments, until they hadlhorou^hly reinstated 
thtf affairs of tfie company, and reduced the French power 
in this province. In order to afijust the jujints that re. 
iJUr/v-J discussion, the select committee for the ^'ouipany’is 
affaifs appointed Mr, Watts, who liad been released Irotn 
his former imprisonnnjnt, as their comniissary at the 
court of thesuba, to whom he was personally known, 'as 
well as to Uis m/nisters, among whom he liiid acquired 
a considerable intluenee. Nothing less eould have ba- 
lanced the interest which the Fa*n('h, by their art of in- 
triguing, had raised among the favourites of the vie^'nn , 
While Mr. .Watts was employed at Muxadavad in counter- 
working those ntrigue^ll and keeping tlfc! suba steady to 
hit' engagements, the admiral and Mr, Clive resolved to 
avail theraselvei of their armament in attacking the 
F^iicfi settlcnHents in^icugal. The chief object of their 
designs was the reduction of Clfandemagore, situated 
higher up the river than Calcutta, of considerable strength, 
and the chief in importance of any possessed by that nation 
in the bay. Colonel Clive being reinforced by three hun- 
dred men from Bombay, began bis march to Chanderna- 
gore, at the he^d of seven hundred Europeans and one 
tljoussfiul SIX hufidred Indians, where, on his first arrival, 
he todk possession of all the out-posts except one rcdonlit 
mounted nlith eight pieces of cannon, which he left to f)e 
iileiMfcd by the admiral On the eighteenth of Mirch the 
admirals, Watson and Pococke, arrived within two miles , 
of the French settlement, with the Kent, Tiger, and Salis- 
bury men of war, and found, their passage obstructed by 
booms laid across the river, and several vessels sunk in 
the channel^ These difficulties being removed, they ad- 
vanced early on the twenty-fourth, and drew up in a line 
before tlie fort, which they battered with great furv fur 
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three h<iurs ; while eoioiiei j.jive was nufliing his approaches 
on the land side^rul pllyiii'' vigorously from thf batteries 
he had rajscd, 1‘heir il lited efforts obliged the ene- 
my to submission. A fcg of truce |as waved over the 
walls, and the place surrendered by capitulation. #The 
k(y.s were delivered to captain Latham, of the Tiger; and 
a the afternoon eol^inel Clive, with the king^ ii’oops, 

. >ok j)ossession. Thus the reduction of asltrong fortress, 
^’arrisomnl by five hundred Europeans, and one thousand 
VO hundred Indians, defended byipne hundred aijd t«'f ’'V ^ 
iHT pieces of cannon, and three mortars, well provided 
i\ 1) all kinds of sttires and necessaries, and of very great 
ir^iortanee to the enemy’s commerce in India, was ac- 
'oinplished willi a loss not exceeding &rty men on the 
■iilf. of the conquerors. By the treaty of capitulation the 
director, counselhjis, and inferior servants of the settle- 
ment, were allowed to*depart with their wearing apparels 
Jhe »ll[*suits were permitted to take away their jhurch or- 
Uci(uent.s, and thir natives to remain in % full exertion 
of their liberties; but the garrison were to contin«e 
prisoners of war. The goods and money found in the place 
were considerable; but the prin|jpal adi’antage •arose 
from the ruin of the head settlement of the, enemy Ai 
tin Ganges, which could ifct but interfere with the Eng- 
lish commerce in these parts. 

f'OLONEL CLIVE DEFEATS THE SUBA AT 
PLAISSEY, &c. 

Success had hitherto attended all the ojierations wf t6e 
British commanders, liecausc^they were concerted with 
foresight and unanimity; and executed with that vigour 
,n!ul spirit which deservedly raised them high in the esteem 
of their country. They reduced the nabob to reasonable 
terms of accommodation before they alarmed the French }* 
and now the power of the latter was destroyed, they entered 
upon measures to oblige the treacherous viceroy to a strict 
performance of the treaty he had so lately sifned. How- 
ever specious his promises were, they found him extremely 
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(illaUii'y ill the eiix-utir.n of sel eral articles of the treaty, 
wlmli, was the v'uue l/, the e»nrjiiimM,‘ 

ass il iiuiic had lnt‘j]/;yiicluue{J. jiie c<>iiiniany s j^ootls weie 
io.uk'd wkh h!i!;ii lalicii, and stficral otlar iiili Actums of 
ei)UUi»ittcd, ujuju such fruulous pivtcn(es, as 
evident fv dtinoiiiArated that he sinijiiit to conit to an 0 )>en 
soiin as hii |)n;ieets werctnjie lor cx( enliou. In 
a* word, he Jiseovered aii aloii^i* a riiaiiifc!,t partiality to 
the f'aoeij, wiiose emissaries cajehd him with jiroraivt* 
ida old he j(»inei4- hy srueh a hody of their Euro]iean 
troAjis, under I'd. de liiissy, as would enahie iiim to crush 
till povvtr of the En^iah, whom they had tau;^hc him to 
lei'T and lo hale. AsS recommencing hostilities ugamsv so 
jiowcvful a'prnw was m itself dani'erous, and, it pos^ihie, 
It! he avoided, the aiUir was laid heloro the eouiieil ol 
(.alcutta, and eaiivasied with all |.he cireumspecUoii and 
caution that a measuie required on which depended the 
iateol thtt whole trade ol Bengal. Mr. Watts, irom tim * 
to time, sen* them ftitcHigeuoe of ev^ry transaction in 
#.ie suhaV cahiiict; and although that jirirn'e puhliely do 
dared lie woul^l cause him to be impaled as soon as the 
Kngfish troo|!)s should he put in motion within the king' 
Join of Bengal, he bravely sacrificed his own salety to the 
interest of the company, and* exhorted them to proceed 
with vigour in tlieir military operations. During tiiese 
deliberations a most fortunate incident occurred, that soon 
determined the council to come to an open rupture. The 
loading nersoi^’ in the viVeiuys c<»urt found tliemselves 
ypprftiseu by ifis haugbtiucss and iiisolcnce. The same 
-spii* iJi discontent appeared amoiig the prin(Mp.il officers 
of liUarAiy: they were well acquainted wilh his perfidy, 
saw** his preparations lor war, and were sensible that the 
pv'-u e of the country could never ho restored, unh 'is either 
the Eiiglish Were expelleii, br the nabob deposed. In cun- 
' scipjHiicc, a plan was eouci/ted for <li\estiiig him of all 
his jiow’.iri and the conspiracy vv;is coudactal by Jaffier 
Ali Khmq^hi'i prune minister and chief commander, a 
uobicnwiii of great infiuent'e and authority hi the province, 
'J'ht pi'wj<\ i was conunuuieatcd by Ali Khan to Mr. Watts, 
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and ‘*0 improved by the ahlress of that gentleman, as in 
a manner to ei^’.ure sn'cess. A trtaty was actually con- 
cluded between this M’i?rJaffier AliVhXii and the English 
ei)mi)any; and a ])lan Jbneerted witlF this iioblemai^ and 
♦he other malcontents for their defection from tl||»viceroy. 
These previous measures being taken, eolonel {^llivc was 
oidered to take thcTield with his little lyiuy. Admiral 
Watson undertook the defence of Uiandernagorc, and fhe 
garrison was detached to reinforce the eolonel, together, 
with fifty seamen to Ije employed as gunners, an|l in 
(brewing the artillery. Then Mr. Watts, deceiving the 
suba’s spies, by whom he was suriounded, withdrew him- 
self from Mnxadavad, and reached the Engjish camp in 
safety. l)n the nineteenth of June a detlchment wa.s sent 
to attack Cutwa fort and town, situated on that branch 
ol tlie river forming* the island of Cassimhuzar. This 
]dae^ surrendered at the first summons; and here the 
•olonel halted with the army for three daysj expecting 
idviees from Ali*Khan. Disappointed ot*thc boped-Jir 
inLelligenee, he crossed the river, and marched to Plai.ssey, ’ 
where he encamped. On the twenty-thiW^at day-hreak, 
the snba advanced to attack hiraf at the head of fiftcAi 
thousand horse, and near^hirty thousand inlhntry, with 
about forty pieces of hea\'}' cannon, conducted and managed 
l)y French gunners, on whose courage and dexterity he 
1 'laced great dejiei^lancc. They began to eanuonade the 
Englibh camp about six in the moniinji; but a severe 
sbowcT falling at noon they withdrew tln^r artHerj. Co* 
lonel Clive seized this opportunity to take possession of*a 
tank and two other posts of ^asequem e, whigli tluiy in 
vain endea\ouved to retake. Then he stormed an %nglc^ 
of their camp, covered with a doiildc breast-work, to- 
gether with an eminence w^iieh they occupied. At the 
beginning of this attack, some of their chiefs being slain, 
the men were so dispirited, that they soon gave way; hut 
still Meer Jaffier Ali Khan, who commanded their left 
wing, forbore declaring himself openly. After a short 
contest the enemy were pul to flight, the ualioh’s camp, 
Vog. V. ‘ E 
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Miid fifly t»r (^unifni (filsi'ti, ,iii(l a inoht 

nin>)/icU- viclor) oU.mikhI. Tlu‘ d ♦loncl,iiptiMiin“ his ad- 
ainia«'C, ni:uxdi('tM0AIux:iilavad*Wlie (‘ajntal of llip pro- 
aiul uas 1 hew joined by Khaii and tlie inaleoii- 
K'un It was before eoneerted that this iiohleman should 
1)C iiive^\ed >\ilh the di{;nily of iiahoh; aeeonliii;jly, the 
coloiuft'jtl'oeeeded sohiind} to depost^'Siirajah Dowlat, anil, 
with till' saeah eoremoiiy, to suhslilute Ali Khim in hi^- 
room, nlio Mas puhiiely aekriowledged by tlie people as 
"rob»,\*)r yi^’i'roy, of the »provinees of Heii};‘a1, liahar, and 
Orixti. Soon after, the late vieeroy was taken, and put to 
death by his siweissor, who readily eomplied with all the 
(•(.nditions of his elevation. He eonferred on his albts 
very liberal' row. ')»'ds, and i^ranted the company such ex- 
traoi dinary pri>ileges,as lully demonstrated how justly he 
merited lh(‘ir assistance. Ity this alliance, and the rediie. 
lion of Chandernagore, the French were entirely excluded 
the comnieree of Bengal audits dependeneies; the trade 
of the English i ‘#in[»aiiy’k'as restored, amPincreased beyond 
tltvir most sanguine hopes ; a new ally was acquired, whose 
interest obliged him to remain firm to his engagements : a 
vast sum was fiaid to die company and the sufferers at 
('aleiitta, to indemnifv them for their lossi's: the soldiers 
and s(‘anien were gratifud with six hundred thousand 
pounds, as a reward for the courage and intrepidity they 
exerted ; and a varieiy of other advantages gained, which 
it would be unnecevS-jary to enumerate. In a word, in the 
space of lu;n teen days a great revolution was cITected, and 
I he gotfernmeiit of a vast eouiitns superior in wealth, fer- 
tilit;\ , extent, and nimiher of inhabitants to most European 
kingdoms,^ ransferred by a nandful of troops, conducted 
by aif oiFieer untutored in the art of war, and a general 
rather liy intuition, than instruction and expi'ricnce. But 
tie' puldie joy at these signal successes was considerably 
diminislied by the death of atlmiral Watson, and the loss 
of Vi/aga[»atam, an English settlement on Hie Coromandel 
coast. The^admiraI fell a vietim to the unwholesomencss 
of the climate, on the sixteenth of August, universally 





CiiiOiK.t': ji. 

('4eemi.'il anti lh<‘ fin tary ami iorl ai Viza 

"apalain were s^MTt'mltiicH (o tin* iMcm*!), a few dav; :d'U*r 
I'oluiu'l (Jin hail deltM i'd tin nahoy 

KING OP rrlwE ASSASSINATED. 

Wn now turn ou|| v)v^ to tlip continent oli’^^rope, 
whore wo see iho i)c<;innin{? of the year liiirkoil witl^a 
S'trik.itii;' instance of the dreadful cflocts of frantliMMilhu- 
asni. Franco hud lont( cnju) 0 (^ a inonaich, oa'^y, < 
jilyin;^, {••ood-naturi'd, ami aicrso to all that wore tti« ap- 
)K*ar.in(‘o of hnsinoss or of war. Contented with the pica- 
of indolence, he sought greatness beyond what 
he enjoyed, nor pnisucd any eniliiliou'! aiinrflirongh the 
dictates of his own dis))osiison. Of all men on earth such 
a jirime had the greatest reason to expect an eKeni])tion 
from plots against hil person, and cabals among his su!)- 
jectsfr, yet was an attempt made upon his life^hy a man, 
who, though plac'd in the lowest^sphere ^ fortune, had 
resolution to face the greatest dangers, and cntlnisiai^n 
sufficient to sustain, without shrinking, all the tortures 
which the cruelty of man could invenf, #)r his ftinics 

nder necessary. Th^nanic of this fanatic was Robefl 
Francis Damien, horn in the suburb of St. Catharine, in 
the city of Arras, He had lived in the scriice of sevt*ral 
families, whence he was generally dismissed on account 
of the imjiatienee, the melancholy, and sullenncss of his 
disposition. So humble was the station ff a person, who 
was resolved to step forth from obscui^ty, aAl, ky one 
desperate etfort, draw upon himself the attention 5ll 
Kurope, On the fifth day of Jtnuaiy, as the king was steji- 
ping into his coach, to return to Trianon, whence b» had 
that day come to Versailles, Damien, mingling among his 
attendants, stabbed him wilUa knife on the right side, be- 
tween the fourth and fifth ribs. His majesty apjdying his 
hand immediately to his side, cried out, “ lam wounded ! 
Seize him; but do not liurt him.” Happily, the wound was 
not daugenms; as the knife, taking an ohliipTe direction, 
missed the vital parts. Ah for the assassin, he made no 



40 


JIJSTOUY OF GREAT IJRITAIN. Cii, XIII. 


attempts to escape,*; Imt suircrKjg h'liiself (juictly to lie 
seized, was convened (o the j^uard-room, where, heiii^ iij- 
terro^’ated if he committed the ^lornd Mioii, he boldly 
answered in tlie* aipuiative. A |»n)ct'ss against him was 
instjntly comnu'n<.id at Versailllb; many i^'i-sons, sup- 
posed afpessarie? to the design n)M)n the king’s life, were 
sent to, the Jhislile; the assassin himself was jiut to the 
torture, and tl,'e most eKcrneiatiug thririents were applied, 
with intention to e\h>rt a confession of the reasons that 
^jcould induce him to so execrable an attempt upon his so- 
vereign. ' Incisions werd’inade into the imiscidar parts of 
his legs, arms, and thighs, into which boiling oil was 
poured. Every refinerr eiit on cruelty, that bnmaii inven- 
tion oonld suggest, was practised without effect: nothing 
could overcome ‘his obstinacy; and his silence was con- 
strued into a presumption, that he nmst have aecmiipli'-es 
in the plot. To render his punisbment more jmhlic and 
conspicuous, he was removed to P.iris, there to undi^rgo a 
repetition ‘of all his former tortures, with sueh additional 
cj^rcumstancesj' as the most fertile amf cruel dispositions 
could devise for inereasmg his misery ami torment. Reing 
coiidrctcd totlf.^ Coucergerie, an iron bed, wdiicli likewise 
fUrved for a chair, \t^s prepared for him, and to this la* 
W'as fastened with chains. Thp torture was again applied, 
and a physician ordered to attend, to see what degri'c of 
pain he could support. Nothing, however, material was 
extorted; for what he one moment confessed, he recanted 
(he next. It not within our province fand we coiisidtu* 
it f^lieityj to relate all the eireum.slanees of this 
di'uel and tragical event. Sufficient it is, that, after suf- 
fering thp mo-jt exipiisite, torments that human natun* 

^ could invent, or man support, his judges thought proper 
to terminate his misery by a de:ith shocking to imagina- 
tion, and sliamefnl to humanity. On the twenty-eighth 
(lay of March he was coiidiieted, amidst a vast crineonrse 
of the populac(i, to the Gri^di, the common place of exe- 
cutiwn, ntripped naked, and fastened to the seatfold by 
iron gyves.'' One of his bands was then burnt in licpiid 
flaming sulphur; bU ll'ight., hg-, and arm-, were torn 
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wiUi ml hot piiicpf's; oil, mollt'i! Icml, and 

suljiljur, into tiji* vv^nnfE; ti^U jif»alnr«*s 

tied round his limbs t.> projiare hint toV dismembermpiit; 
yoimg and vigorous holies ap{)lu'd ioihe dral't, and l^e un- 
happy (‘riininal pulled, with all iheir ibree, to utmost 
extension of his sinews, lor llie sjiaeeof an honn^duviug 
all which time he prP, set veil his .senses and^constanej . ^Ai 
length the physician and .surgeon attending declared, it 
would be impossible to aeeotnplish the dismemberment , 
unless the ti'ndous were .separaiul . upon which Orderj were 
given to the executioner to cut thi‘ sinews at the joints 
ol the arms and legs. The hor-t's drew afresh : a thigti 
atid an arm were sepaiated, and, alter seveij^al pulls, the 
unfortunate wretch expired under the Extremity of pam. 
His body and limbs were reduced to ashi'S under the seal- 
fold j his lather, wift*, daughter, and family banished the 
kingdom for ever; the name of Damien effaced and ohli< 
iterated, and the innoeeiit inuihwl in the pufiishmeiit of 
the guilty. Thus*end<'d the proeeifure against Damien ij^id 
his family, in a manner not \er)' favourable to the avowed 
elemeney of Louis, or the acknuwledged^l^^iinanityiof the 
Freneh nation. It ap)jeared from undoubted evidence, tlSt 
the atteiiijit on the kiTig*% life was the result’ of insanity, 
and a disturbed imagination. Several instances of a dis- 
ordered mind had l)efore been observed in his conduct, 
and the detestation justly due to the enormity of his 
crime ought now to liave been absorbed the considera- 
tion of his misfortune, the greatest that ran latfal ^uman 
nature. 

CH.^NGES IN THE FRENCH MINISTRY.* 

Anotheu remarkable evenj in France, in the beginning 
of this year, was the change in the ministry of that natiou, 
by the removal of M. de Maehault, keeper of the seals, 
from the ]»ost of secretary of stale for the marine ; and of 
M. d’Argenson from that of secretai^ at war.* 'I'heir dis- 
mission was sudden and uuexpeeled; nor was any parti- 
cular Reason assigned for this verv unexriccted alti-'ration. 
j: -j * 
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The French kiii?;, to show the c,ueen of Hungary how ju- 
diciously she had acted in forming an alliance with the 
house of Bourbon ; r'iscd two great armies; the first of 
which, composed ofj'icar eighty thousand men, the flower 
of th? French troops, with a large train of artillery, was 
coniinanVlcd by iM. d’Elrees, a general of great reputation ; 
umler*(whoin served M. de (’ontadcSj M. Chcvert, and the 
co'Mit de Saiii^ Germain, all ofiicers of high character, 
This formidable army passed the Rhine early in the spring, 
•and marched by Westphalia, in order to invade the king 
of Prussia's dominions, in qualify of allies to the empress- 
({necii, and guardians of the liberties of the empire. But 
their real \ icw was to invade Hanover, a scheme which tli vy 
knew woukhmako a powerful diversion of the British force 
from the prosecution of the war in other parts of the 
world, where the strength of France could not be fully 
exerted, and where tlitiii' most valuable interests were at 
stake. They flattered themselves, moreover, that® tlie 
same blow, by v bich tluy hoped to crush ihe king of Prus- 
. sif', might likewise force his Biitannic majesty into some 
concessions with regard to America. The other army of 
the Ffeuch, ccinmandr *1 by the prince de Soubisc, was des- 
tined to strengthen the imperial army of execution, con- 
sisting of twenty ‘flve thousand 'men, besides six thousand 
Bavarians, and four thousand Wirtembergers. But before 
these troops, under Soiibise, passed the Rhine, they made 
themselves masters of several places belonging to the king 
of Prussia, .upon'the borders of tbe Low Countries;* wbilsl 
a detaVhraeut from d'Etr^es’s army seized upon tbe town 
of Enfbdcn, and whatever else belonged to the same mo- 
narcli in East Friesland. 

STATE OF THE CONFEDERACY. 

A r the close of the last caiyipaign, the king of Prussia, 
having gained a petty advantage over the Imperialists 
under the command of umreschai Brown, and incorporated 
into his own troops a great part of the Saxon army taken 
prisoners at Pima, as was observed before, retired into 
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wintfr-cjuartors, until th«^ season sholild permit him to 
improve these •dvantagcs. His majesty and niarcsehal 
Keith vviulcTed in Saxony. haviu»' iHeiri cantonments hiv 
tween Pirna and the froii.ier along; the ; and raareschal 
Schwerin, returning^ into Silesia, took up his quartets iu 
the country of Glatz. In the mean time, tlie impress- 
queen, finding; the f(tfcc which she had sent out .fainst 
the king of Prussia, was not sufficient to prevent his iVe- 
signs, made the necessary requisitions to her allies, for the 
auxiliaries they had engaged to f«rnish. In coysequentv * 
of these requisitions, the czarina, true to her engageratuls, 
despatched above an huiulred thoi^sand of her troops, who 
began their march in the mouth of November, and pro- 
ceeded to the liorders of Lithuania, wit|| de^gn particu- 
larly to invade Ducal Prussia, whilst a strong fleet was 
equipped in the Baltif'^ to aid the operations of this nu- 
merous army. The Austrian army, assembled in Hohemia, 
amounted to upwards of fourscore thousand men, com- 
manded by princc^harles of Lorraine and mvcschal Brown. 
The Swedes had not yet openly declared themselves ; buttt i 
was well known, that though their kingvias allied in blood 
and inclination to his Prussian majesty, yi^ the je![lou|^ 
which the senate of Sweden entertained of their sovereign, 
and the hope of recovering their ancient possessions in 
Pomerania, by means of the present troubles, together 
with their old attachment to France, newly cemented by 
intrigues and subsidies, would certainly induce them to 
join the general confederacy. The duke^f Mecklenburg 
took the same party, and agreed to join tSe SwcUislf ani^, 
when it should he assembled, with oix thousand *men. 
Besides all these jifeparations^gainst the king*of Prussia, 
he was, in his quality of elector of Brandenburg, ]mt Anden 
the ban of the empire by the Aulic council; declared de- 
prived of all his rights, pri^Aleges, and prerogatives ; his 
fif fs were escheated into thf^ exchequer of the empire ; and 
all the circles accordingly ordered to furnish their respec- 
tive contingencies for putting this sentence ii^execution. 

In this dangerous situation, thus menaced on all sides, 
and seemingly on the* very brink ofincvitiiblc destruction, 
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the Prussian oionJirch owed Ids preservation to his own 
C'our.'ij^e ami acti\ity. 'J'he Unssians, kn'owjnj? that the 
country they wct pass throu“li in their way to Li- 
thuania would not' \vi able to iiuhsist their ])rodiijious 
nuitbers, had taken rare to furnish themstdves with i)ro- 
visions tl)r tlioir march, depmdin^ ujion tin, resionrocs they 
expt#L‘«l to iind In Lithuania aftc; their arrival in that 
cMuilry. Tlit'se provisions wen* exhausted l)y the time 
tliey 1 cached the bt)rders of that jn’ovinee, where they 
* *{0110(1 tliemselves suddonly and ntjexpeetedly destitute of 
suhstslencc, either to return back or to jiniceed forward, 
The king of Prusiia had, with {,^»*eat prudi nee and fore- 
sijjlit, secured plenty to himself, and distress and faimne 
to his enenries, })y huunii; up all the corn find I'orajje of 
the country which these lust weie ('iiterin;;, Nolwiih- 
staiiding lliese precautions, his Prussian majesty, to guard 
as much as could be against every pos&iljle exent, sent a 
great number of gunners and inatrosscs from Pomerani.; 
to Memel, with three ivegiinents of bis tU)ops, to reinforce 
‘ tke garrison of that place. He visited all the ))osts wliieli 
his troops pos^ssed in Silesia, and gave the necessary 
^rders for thdr scouri^iy. He repaired to Neiss, where he 
settled with mareschal Schwerin ‘ihe g(*ncral plan of the 
operations of tlie approaejjing campaign. There it was 
agreed, that tlie niaresehal’s army in Silesia, which eon- 
sisted of fifty thousand men, .should have in corisfcuit view 
the motions of the royal army, by which its own were to 
)}e regulfjted, tfcat they might l 3 oth act in concert, as eir- 
c^umsftiTices should reifuire. At the same, time, other 
armfes were assembled by the king of Prussia in Lusatia 
and Voigtland; twenty thhusand men were collected at 
I Zwi’ekaw, on the frontiers of Bohemia, towards Egra, 
under the command of prince Maurice of Anhault-Dessau ; 
and sixty thousand eliosen troojjs began their march 
towards Great Seidlitz, whe^e their head quarters were 
settled. In the mean while, the Austrian troops began 
to form on, the frontiers of Saxony, where some of their 
detachments appeared, to watch the motions of the Prus- 
sians, who still cuntiiiuwl to pui’S'ie their operations with 
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{(reat adlvity auil re‘<)lutitni. All |>ossitle care was taken 
by the Prussians at Dresiifii tu secure a retreat, in case 
of a defeat. A?un!y oue regiiueut Prussians could be 
spared to remain there in gariNoiijIthh burghers were 
disarmed, their iirnis dt posited in thrarser>al, and a^de- 
tachment was posted at Konigslein, to oblige that^ortress 
to observe a stri<‘t ueutrahty. All eorrespondenre with 
the enemy was ttrietiv prohibited; and i|p ha\ iiig^been 
discovered that the countess of Ogilvie, one of the fjueen*s 
maids of hoiiotir, liad disobe\ed his majesty's commands, 
she was arrested ; but on the (jueen’r. intcreessiifn, aj^cr- 
wards released. The couutc.ss of Bruhl, lady of the ^Saxon 
prime minister, was also arrested by his Prussian majesty’s 
onfer; and on her inakitig light of her eoiiHi|pment, and 
resolving to see coniiiany, she was ordAcd to quit the 
court, and retire from Sasotiy, M. Heiiwin, the French 
minister, was told th:it his presence was unnecessary at 
Dresden ; and on his replying, that his master had com- 
flianded him to s^ay, he was again desired to (Impart ; on 
which he thought proper to obey. The couSt de Wacker- 
bath, minister of the cabinet, and grand master of the 
bousehold to the prineo royal of Pidaiul, w%s^rresteiV and 
conducted to (^ustrin, by the express command of hS 
majesty. 'I'he king of l^rusya, having thrown two bridges 
over the Elbe, early in the spring, ordered the several 
districts of the electorate of Saxony to supply him with 
a great number of waggotis, each drawn by four horses. 
The circles of Misni.i and Lcipsic were eiij^ined to furnish 
four hundred each, and the other circles «i proyort^un, 

SKIRMISHES BETWEEN iTIIE PRUSSI.4Jv’S AND 
AUSTRIANS. 

While the king of Pmssiiv was taking these measures 
ill Saxony, two skirmishes hajipened on the frontiers ol 
Bohemia, between his troops and the Austrians, On tht 
twentieth of February, a body of six thousand Austrian! 
surrounded Hie little town of llirsehfcld, in Upjfcr Lusatia 
garrisoned by a ball ally a of Prussian foot. The firet attaci 
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was made at four In tlie mornipg, o'ti two reiloubts vviih- 
oat the pjiiles, each of which was (lefemfV'd hy two field 
])ieees: and thoivyh ^lie Austrians were several times re- 
pulsed, they at ].is^ made thcinsfrlvLS masters of one of 
therredpubU, and carried olf the two pieces of cannon. 
In theii^retreat they were pursueil by the Prussians, who 
fell U|K)n their rear, killed somt*, and took many jiri.^oijers • 
this affair co^ithe Austrians at least fi^e liundred men. 
About a fortnight after, the prince of Be\ern marched 
out of Zittau, with a body of near nine tbousand nuMi, 
in ardor to destroy the remaining strong bolds possessed 
by the Austrians on the frontiers. In this expedition li'* 
took the Austrian magazine at Friedland in Bobemii, 
cotisisting of nin^ thousand sacks of meal, and great S'torc 
of ammunition; and, after making himself master of 
Reichfcuberg, he returned to Zittau. The van of his 
troops, consisting of a hundred and fifty hussars of the 
regiment pf Putkammer, met with a body of six hundred 
Croats, sustauted by tpvo hundred Austrian dragoons of 
Qathiania, at their entering Bohemia ; and immediately 
fell upon them^ sword in hand, killed about fifty, took 
thirty horsesp and made ten dragoons prisoners. The 
Prussians, it is said, did not lose a single man on this 
occasion; and two soldiers oiily were slightly wounded, 
the Austrians having made but a slight resistance. 

NEUTRALITY OF THE EMPEROR, AND BEHA- 
, (;10UR OF THE DUTCH, 

WiiATEVER the conduct of the court of Vienna might 
have beerf to the allies of 'ureat Britain, still, however, 
projifer regard was shown to the subjects of this crown ; 
for an edict was published at Florence on the thirteenth 
of February, wherein his imperial majesty, as grand duke 
of Tuscany, declared his intention of ob.sen'iiig the most 
scrupulous neutrality in the then situation of affairs. All 
the ports in that dutchy were accordingly enjoined to pay 
a strict regard to this declaration, in all cases relating to 
the French or English ships in the Mediterranean. The 
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taki o I))’ 1^1' !'a»i>ljsh 1 i.vviiij!!; j'ul :ofo I’ono rirraro, 
?!k‘ capt.'ins of t^^o ]’rt*in 4 i |)ri\at(‘(^s i^ildri'ssnl tlieiii- 
.aMVds to thy !;ovfrtior, ajlo;;;iiin, l!iat ^hev wore captures 
ol a pirate, and rMjuostiiij; tiiat they might i)c obligei^to 
jiul to '^e,l; lint llio governor priidciitly replied, that as 
tiu'V came in under ^'aiglish colours lie would prelect 
them; and forbad the privateers, at their pei<l,to eonnniy 
:in\ violence. They, however, little regarding the gover- 
noi’s orders, ]>repared for sailing, vnd sent their boats to 
I lit out one of the prizes. The captain, firing at tlfeir 
boats, killed one of their men, whieh alarming the sen- 
tiiiejs, notice was sent to the governor; and he, in eon- 
FKpienee, ordered the two privateei*s yninwliately to 
di jiart.—l'he conduct of the Uutch was rathei^ cautiotis 
ih;m sjiirited. Whilst his Prussian majesty was employed 
on tlie side of Bohemia ami Saxony, the French anxili- 
•i^ies began their march to harass his defence|^‘ss terri- 
biries in the neig-iiboiirhood of .tig* Low %)untries. A 
Ik'c passage was demanded of the states-gencral througli 
Namur and Maestiicht, for the provisions^ ammunition, 
and artillery belonging to this new afuy; and thonglfthe 
laigUsh ambassador reiwmslrated against their eomjdi- 
am*e, and represented it asf a breach of the neutrality 
tlieir high mightinesses declared they would observe, vet, 
'dter some hesitation, the demand was granted; and 
inability to prevent the passage of the French 
<>'<>oj)s, slioulij it be attempted by force, plAded in excuse 

their conduct. 

•^ear<*(‘ had thiJ French army, commanded by the prftice 
dc Sonhise, set fool in the territilries of ilulitrs aii^Cologn, 
when they found themselves in jtossession of tlie diiWhy 
ol ( IcvG'? and the country of Marck, when‘ all things werr 
hitiopen to them, the Prusfians, who evacuated theii 
posts, taking their route aloijg the river Li))pe, in ordei 
b> join Some regiments fimn Mngdobourg, who were sen' 
<0 facilitate their retreat. The distressed inhabitants 
fbns exposed to the calamities of war from an unprovokei 
ciii'iny, wi’re instantly s)rdered to furnish contributions 
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forage, and provisions for the^use of their invaders; and 
what was siill more terrifying to theni,i^he partisan Fis- 
cher, whose enielli^^s, the Ijht war, they still remembered 
with horror, was ;^ain let loose, upon them hy the inhu- 
mstfiitv of tlic empress-queen. Wc.sel was immediately 
occupied hy the French i Erameriek- and Maseyk soon 
sliawd the same fate ; and the city of (lueldrcs was he- 
yleged, the Frussians seeming resolved to defend this last 
jdace: to which end they opened the sluices, and laid the 
country under water. ‘Those who retreated, filing off to 
the north-west of Pailerborn, entered the county of Rit- 
herg, the property of count Cauiiitz Ritberg, great chan- 
cellor to the empress-tjuecn. After taking bis castle, in 
which they foiird thii’ty pieces of cannon, they raised con- 
tributions in the district, to tlie amount of forty thousand 
crowns. As the Prussians retired, the French took ])osses- 
sion of the country they quitted in the name of the cra- 
press-qutten, whose commissary attended them for th**! 
purpose. Tl«j general rendezvous of Pliese troops, under 
\Nrince Soubisc, was appointed at Neuss, in the electorate 
of (’ologn, wlierc a large body of FrCnch was assembled 
^hy the first of Ajirih* The Austrians, in Ihcir turn, were 
not idle. Marshal Pirown visited Jie fortifications of Briim 
and Koninsgratz ; reviewed the army of the late prince 
Piculomini, now under the command of general Serhelloni; 
and put his own army in march for Kostlitz on the Elbe, 
where he proposed to establish his head-quarters. 

w 

.!)KCLARAT10N of the czarina against the 

KING OF PRUSSIA. 

Duking the recess of the armies, while the rigours of 
winter forced tliem to sus|)end their hostile operations, 
and the greatest preparalfons were making to open the 
campaign with all possible vigour, count BcstnchelF, great 
chancellor of Russia, wrote a circular letter to the primate', 
senators,, and ministers of the republic of Poland, setting 
forth, “ That the empress of Russia was extremely affected 
with the king of Polands distress, which she thought 
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could not hut cxi'iU? the 4 *(>iniiassioij of all other powers, 
hut more espe^iiilly of his allies: ^hat the fatal couse- 
tjueuces which luii’lit result fioui tin* iM>h step taUen by 
the kiu£j of Prussia, not oulv with rtspeci to the trail- 
(juillitvof Euro])e iii ^eueial, hut of each powej^in^ar- 
ticular, auit more especially of the iieighhouriiig coun- 
tries, wH’c so evideuff, that the interest and safety JT the 
several princes rendered it absolutely necessary they 
should make it a common cause: not only to obtain 
]wi)per satisfuetion for those courts whose dominions had 
liecn so unjustly attacked, but likewise to prescribe ?ueh 
liounds to the kin<i of Prussia as might secure them from 
any future apprehensions from so enterprising and restless 
a neighbour: that with this view, the erJIpress was deter- 
mined to assist the king of Poland with a considerable 
body of troops, which *were actually upon their march,® 
under the command of general Apraxin ; and that, as there 
nould be an absolute necessity for their marchiifg through 
part of the tcrrHorics of Polan(!| her iiti^erial majesty 
hoped the republic would not fail to facilitate their marfii 
as much as possible.” She further recommended t^i the 
repubbe, to take some salutary mt%surcs for frustrating 
the designs of the kinglif ^russia, and restoring harmony 
among themselves, as the most conducive measure to these 
good purposes. In this, however, the Poles were so far 
from following her advice, that, though sure of being 
sacrificed in this contest, which side socverjprevailed, they 
divided into parties with no less zeal, thmi if tl^y jjad as 
much to hope from the prevalence of one side, as to^eur 
from that of the other. Sonic of the Palatine^ were for 
denying a passage to the Rulilans, and others were^ for 
aifording tliem the utmost assistance in their power. 
With this cause of contention, others of a more private 
nature fatally concurred, by means of a misunderstanding 
between the prince Czartorinski and count Mnisnec, 
Almost every inhabitant of Wareaw was involved in the 
quarrel ; and the violence of these factions ww so great, 
that scarc*e a night passed without bloodshed, many dead 
OL, V. F • 
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IxMiic'i, chit'llv Saxons, k‘in;; f<jiin(l in ihi* stioe^s (‘vny 
Miuriiin'j. 

in the moan time, Groat Riilain, un^'Hlcd in her mi- 
ni-stry and eouneils SrI-t l«)me, iui^iu*ees‘.l’ul in her attempts 
aimffid,,hid!'m;’' peace, if it could 1)C obtained on just and 
hoiniiiraSle terms, more cli;;-ihl(‘ than a continental war, 
propifi'ed several expedients to the wnprtsS'queen for re- 
s^orin}^ the IraiKiuillity of Germany; hnt her answer was, 
“That, whenever she perceived that the expedients prt»- 
jiosed would indemnify her for the extraordinary expenses 
she'nad incurred in her own defence, repair the heavy 
loases sustained hy her ally the kin«‘ of Poland, and allord 
a proper security for their future safety, she would he 
ready to ^ive thr same proofs she had always given of her 
desire to restore jHjace ; but it could not be expected she 
should listen to expedients, of whiph the king of Prussia 
was to reap the whole advantage, after having begun the 
w'ar, and '‘Wasted tlie dominions of a prince, who itlied. 
fur his security upon Ihe faith of trefiiies, and the ap- 
jUjarance of harmony between them.” Upon the receipt 
of this answer^ the court of London made several pro- 
posals to the''czarinrf, to interpose as mediatrix between 
the courts of Vienna and Berlin^hut they were rcjecti^d 
with marks of displeasure and resentment. When sir 
Charles Haidjury Williams, tlie British ambassador, con- 
tinued to urge his solicitations very strongly, and even 
with some hints of menaces, an answer was delivered to 
’aim ])y/)rdcr/)f the empress, purporting, “That her 
kn);enul majesty was astonished at bis demand, after he 
had already been made acquainted with the measures she 
had taken to effect a ret^jnciliatioiv between the courts 
of Vienna and Berlin. He might easily conceive, as 
matters were then situated, that the earnestness with 
which he now urged the same proposition must necessarily 
surprise her imperial majesty, as it showed hut little re- 
gard to her former declaration. The empress, therefore, 
couimamkd his excellency to Iw told, that as her mten- 
tiuns contained in her (ii*bl answer n'lnaimai absolutely 
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uiviiriablc, iiu ull(M i#r pntposilioiis fomi incdialioii would 
l)(^ li'^tcui'd lu;^nd that at for the iiieuaetN made use of 
hy his exeelleiiey, and particularly tRat the kins: of Prus- 
sia himself would soon attack the Russian army, such 
threats served only to weaken the amft^ssiulor's prupo|pls; 
to confirm still more, were it possible, the emprcA in her 
resjlutiuns; to justil| them to the whole w'orld, a|jd to 
render the king ofPiussia more hlameahlet’ 

KlNfi OF PRUSSIA ENTERS liOHEMIA. 

I 

The season now drawing on in which the troops of the 
contending powers would he ablt^ to take the field, and 
the alarming ]>rogress of the Russians bemg happily stop- 
ped, his Prussian majesty, whose maxim it has always 
been to keep the seat of war as far as possible from his 
own dominions, resofved to carry it into Bohemia, and 
therb to attack the Austrians on all sides. To this end 
he ordered his armies in Saxoii]^ MisniiU Lusatia, and 
Silesia, to enter Bohemia in four difFereni and opposRe 
places, nearly at the same time. The first of these he 
commanded in person, assisted by |[)ares^gl Keit^ tlic 
second was led by prince Maurice of Anbault-Dcssau, tlft 
third by prince Fcrdinand«of Brunswick-Beverii, and the 
fourth by inareschal Schwerin. In consefjucuce of this 
plan, mareschal Schwerin’s army entered Bohemia on the 
eighteenth of April, in five columns, at as many diHerent 
places. The design was so well concerted, that the Aus- 
trians had not the least suspicion of tlfoir aj^roich till 
they were past the frontiers, and then they fill(‘d thc^d^ti- 
gerous defile ,oF Guclder-Oeh|; with pandours,%to dispute 
that passage; but they were no sooner discovered dthan^ 
two battalions of Prussian grenadiers attacked them with 
their bayonets fixed, and wuted them, The prince of 
Anhault passed the frontiers, from Misnia, and penetrated 
into Bohemia on the twenty-first of April without any re- 
faistance. The prince of Beveni, on the twentieth of the 
same month, having marched at the head of jf body of the 
army, which was in Lusulia, from the ijuarters of canton- 
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meut near Zittiin, possessed lii aself ininiediatcly of the 
fii’st post on the frontier of Roliemia, at Krouttau and 
Graseustein, without the loss of a siui;le man : drove away 
the enemy the same day from Kratzeu, and ])rocecded to 
Macheudorf, near Leiehenberg;. The same morning Put* 
kam’mers hussars, who formed ])art of a corps, commanded 
by a colonel and major, rouU'd some hundreds of the 
eneriiy's cuirassiers, ])ostcd before Cohliii, under the con- 
duct of prince Lichtenstein, LM)k three officers and up- 
wards of sixty horse prisoners, and so dispersed the rest, 
that they were scarcely able to rally near Kratzen. Night 
coming on obliged the troops to remain in the open air till 
the next morning, wh'*ii, at break of day, the I’russians 
marched in two columns by Habendorf, towards the 
enemy’s army, ahiountiug to twenty-eight thousand men, 
lominanded by count Konigseg, and posted near Kciehcn- 
berg. As soon as (he troops were formed, they advanced 
towards the enemy’s cavaliy, drawn up in three lines of 
about tbifty squadrons. The two wings were sustaincu 
by the infantfy, which was posted among felled trees and 
intrenebments. The Prussians immediately cannonaded 
the enemy’s cavalry, who received it with resolution, having 
^ their right hand a village, and on their left a wood, where 
they had intrenched themselves. Aut the prince of Bevern 
having caused fifteen sciuadrous ol dragoons of the second 
line to advance, and the wood on bis right to be attacked 
at the same time by the battalions of grenadiers of Kalilden 
and of Moclleudorf, and by the regiment of the prince of 
Prussia} «lns dragoons, who, by clearing the ground, and 
piist-jsssing the intrenchment, had their flanks covered, 
entirely routed the enemy’s cavalry. In the mean lime 
colonel Putkamnier and inlijur Schenfield, with their hus- 
sars, though flunked by the (*f)emy’s artillery, gave the 
Austrian horse grenadiers a very warm reception, whilst 
general Lestewilz, with the left wing of the Prussians, 
attacked the redoubts that covered Reichenherg. Though 
there were niatiy defiles and rising grounds to pass, all 
occupied by the Austrians, yet the regimeiit of Darm- 
stadt forced the redoubt, and pul to flight and ])urbued 
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the enemy, al^r some cHscliar^o of tlieir artillery and 
small arms, from one eminence to ariltlier, for the distance 
of a mile, when thc'y left off the pursuit. The action 
began at half an hour after six, and continued till eleven, 
About one thousand of the Austrians were hij^ed and 
wounded; among the fornjer were general Porporati and 
count Holieiifelds, and among tlie latter psince Lictteiy 
stein and count Mansfeld. Twenty of their officers, and 
four hundred soldiers, were taken prisoners, and they also 
lost three standards. On the .side of the Prussmns ^even 
subalterns and about an hundred men were killed, and 
sixteen officers and an hundred find fifty men wounded. 
After thi.s battle niareschal Schwerin joined tjie prince of 
llevern, made himself master of the grAtesc part of the 
circle of finntzlau, and took a considerable magazine from 
the Austrians, whom lie dislodged. The prince Anbault- 
Dessau, with his corps, drew near the king of Prussia’s 
*army; tlien the, latter advanced^as ffir as B5din, from 
whence the Austrians, who had an advaHtageous camp 
there, retired to Westwarn, half way between Budin aSil 
Prague; and his Prussian majesty having fii^sed the^gra, 
his army, and that of m^reschal Schwerin, were so situatetJj 
as to he able to act jointl)^ 

These advantages were but a prelude to a much more 
decisive victory, which the king himself gained a few days 
after. Preparing to enter Bohemia, at a distance from 
any of the corps commanded by bis geugals, he made a 
movement as if he had intended to marJi towirdi Egra. 
The enemy, deceived by this feint, and imagining hg ms 
going to execute some design, distinct from tl^ object of 
other armies, detached a bodj^of twenty thousand men to 
observe his motions ; then he made a sudden and masterly* 
movement to the left, by w(jich he cut off all communi- 
cation between that detachment and the main army of 
the Austrians, which, having been reinforced by the army 
of Moravia, by the remains of the corps lately defeated 
by the duke of Bevern, and by several regireents of the 
garrison of Prague, amounted to near a hundred thousand 
*ncij They were strongly intrenched on the banks of the 
12 
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Moldaw, to the north of Prague, in a camj) bo fortified 
by every advantage /L)f nature, and everj contrivance of 
art, as to he deemed almost impregnable. The left wing 
of the Austriaiis, thus situated, was guarded by the moun< 
tait'fs olt Ziseka, and the right extended as far as Herboholi . 
prince Charles of Lorraine, and mareschal Brown, who 
eouiHianded tbein, seemed determtned to maintain this 
^vantageous post; but the king of Prussia overlooked all 
difficulties. Having thrown several bridges over the Mol- 
daw on the fifth ol May, he passed that river in the morn- 
itig of the sixth, with thirty thousand men, leaving the 
rest of the army undo: the command of the prince of 
Anhault-Dessau ; and being immediately joined by the 
troops under mm'scbal Schwerin and the prince of Bevern, 
resolved to attack the enemy on the same day. In conse- 
quence of this resolutioii, his armyi filed off on the left by 
Potschernitz ; and at the same time count Brown wheeled 
to the rig^at, to avoid l)eing flanked. The Prussians con 
tinued their ffiarch to Bicbwitz, traversnig several defiles 
jfifid morasses, which for a little time separated the in- 
fantry from thi* rest of the army. The foot began the 
attack too precipitatlly, and were at first repulsed, hut 
they soon recovered themselves. »Vhile the king of Prus- 
sia took the enemy in fiauk, mareschal Schwerin advanced 
to a marshy ground, which suddenly stopping his army, 
threatened to disconcert the whole plan of operation. In 
this emergency, he immediately dismounted, and taking 
the standard ok the regiment in his hand, boldly entered 
Ihe .morass, crying out, ** Let all brave Prussians follow 
me.*’ Inspired by the example of this great commander, 
now eighty-two years of ige, all the troops pressed for- 
' ward, and though he was unfortunately killed by the first 
fire, their ardour abated not till they had totally defeated 
the enemy. Thus fell mareschal Schwerin, loaded with 
years and gloiy, an officer whose superior talents in the 
military art had been displayed in a long course of faithful 
service. In the mean time, the Prussian infantry, which 
bad I)een separated in the march, forming themselves 
afresh, renewed the attack on the enemy’s right, and 
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entirely bruke^, while tkjir cavalry, after three chargees, 

obliged that of ihe Austrians to retii«! in great confusion, 
the centre king at the same time totally routed. The 
left wing of the Prussians then marciied immediately to- 
wards Michely, and being there joint'd by the h^rsef re- 
newed their attack, while the enemy were retreating 
hastily towards SaszaVar. Meanwhile the^troops off the 
right of the Prussian army attacked the remains of the 
left wing of the Austrians, and made themselves masters 
of three batteries. But the behaviour of the ir^aiitry in 
the last attack was so successful, as to leave little rciom 
fur this part of the ^a\ airy to act.t Prince Henry of Prus- 
sia, and the prince of Bevern, signalized themselves on this 
occasion in storming two batteries; priJIce Ferdinand of 
Brunswick took the left wing of the Austrians in flatik, 
while the king with \m left, and a body of cavalry, secured 
the passage of the Mohlaw. In short, after a very long 
%nd obstinate engagement, and many signal eltamples of 
valour on both sides, the Austrian^ were foiled to abandon 
the field of battle, leaving behind sixty pieces of cannoft, 
all tbeir tents, baggage, military chest, tand, ina^ord, 
their whole camp. The weight of Ae battle fell upon ti t 
right wing of the Austriai;^, the remains of which, to the 
amount of ten or twelve thousand men, fled towards Bencs- 
chau, where they afterwards assembled under M. Pretlacb, 
general of horse. The infantry retired towards Prague, 
and threw themselves into that city with jbeir command- 
ers, prince Charles of Lorraine, and nmrcsch||l Brown ; 
but they were much harassed in their retreat by a ac^di- 
ment of the Paissians under marcscbal Keith. ,The Prus- 
sians took, on this occasion, len standards, and upwards 
of four thousand prisoners, thirty of whom were ufScers* 
of rank. Their loss amounted to about two thousand five 
hundred killed, and about three thousand wounded. 
Among the former were general d’Amstel, the prince of 
Holstein-Beck, the colonels Goltze and Mansteiu, and 
lieutenant-colonel Roke. Among the latter, llie generals 
Wenterfield,^ De la Mothc, Feuque, Hautcharmoy, Blan- 
kenjee, and Plettenberg. The number of the killed and 
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wounded on tliu side of tlu* AKstriaiis w^'^'much greaUT, 
Ainoiig thc'se* last wns niareschal Rrowii, who received a 
wound, which, from the cliagriii he suffered, rather than 
from its own iiatuU;, proved mortal. The day after the 
battle, \tfoloiiel Meyer was detached with a battalion of 
Prussian paiulours, and four hundred hussars, to destroy 
a ve^y considerable and valuable magazine of the Austrians 
at Pilseu, and this service be performed, lie also com- 
pleted the destruction of several others of less importance ; 
by Hie loss of wriich, however, all jHissibility of subsistence 
was cut off from any succours the Austrians might have 
expected from the enifirc, 

PRAGUE INVESTED. 

The Prussians, following their tblow, immediately in- 
vested Prague on both sides of the river, the king com- 
manding**on one side, and mureschal Keith on the othci. 
In four days liic whole'city was surrounded with lines and 
ilfitrcDchments, by which all communication from without 
was^iniircly cul off; prince Charles of Lorraine and mare- 
tichal Brown', the tifro princes of Saxony, the prince of 
Modena, the duke d’Aremberp', count Lascy, and several 
other persons of great distinction, were shut up within 
tlie walls, together with above twenty thousand of the 
Austrian army, who had taken refuge in Prague after their 
ilcfeat. Every^thing continued quiet on both sides, scarce 
a caimofpshotVieing fired by either for some time after 
(iii& blockade was formed; and in the meanwhile the 
Prussiafi^ made themselves masters of Cziscaberg, an 
cininence which cotnmatids the town, where the Aus- 
trians had a strong redoubt, continuing likewise tu 
strengthen their works. Already they had made a sally, 
and taken some other ineffectual steps to recover this 
post; but a more decisive stroke was necessary. Accord- 
ingly, a design was formed of attacking the Prussian army 
in the night with a body of twelve thousand men, to be 
sustained by all the grenadiers, volunteers, pandours, and 
llungiwiati infantry. In case an impression co^Id be 
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made on the king’s lines, •it was intendled to open a way, 
sword in haud^ through fhe camp of the besiegers, and 
to ease Prague of the multitude of fote locked up useless 
within the walls, serving only to eonsuine the provisions 
of the garrison, and hasten the snnfnder of the pj^ee. 
Happily a deserter gave the prince of Prussia int'rfligence 
of the enemy’s desiijn aliout eleven o’clock at i^ljt. 
Proper measures were immediately taken f%r their recejf- 
tion, and, in less than a quarter of an hour, the whole army 
was under arms. Tliis design was condueted with so much 
silence, that though the Ihussians were warned (rf it,^hey 
could discover nothing before the enemy had charged their 
advanced posts. Their attack Wi^ begun on the side of 
the little town, against niarcschal Keith’s caqip, and the 
left wing of the Prussian army encampcif on the Moldaw. 
From hence it is probable the Austrians proposed not only 
to destroy the batteries that were raising, hut to attack 
the bridges of communication which the Prussians threw 
over the Moldaw, at about a quqjtcr of a German mile 
above and below Prague, at Branig and Fodbaba. T|je 
greatest alarm began alwut two o’clock, when the enemy 
hoped to have come silently and i^iexpAtgdly upon the 
miners, but they had le{t work about a quarter of an \iouf 
licfore. At the report of Ike first piece which they fireii, 
the piquet of the third battalion of Prussian guards, to 
the number of an hundred men, who marched out of the 
camp to sustain the body which covered the works, was 
thrown into some confusion, from the ^Arkness of the 
night, which prevented their distinguisWiig th^Anstrian 
troops from their own. Lieutenant Jork, detached ^iTh 
two platoons to reconnoitre the enemy, attwnpting to 
discover their disposition by kindling a fire, captain Rttdig, 
by the light of this fire, perceived the enemy’s situation, 
immediately formed the design of falling upon them in 
flank, and gave orders to his men to fire in platoons, 
which they performed, mutually repeating the signal given 
by their commander. The enemy fleii vvith the greater 
precipitation, as they were ignorant of the v^eakness of 
the piquet, and as the shouting of the Prussian soldiers 
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made tlieiu inista**a* it for a /aime,’H)us b(»dy. Many of 
them deserted, many took shritter in Pn^juc, and many 
more were driven iftto the river and drowned. At the 
same time this attack began, a regiment of horse-grena- 
diers fell upon a rcSloulit which the Prussians had thrown 
up, suH»)orted by the Hungarian infantry : they retunicil 
three times to tlie assault, and were as often beat buck 
by the Prussians, whom they foutul it imyiossihle to dis- 
lodge ; though jirince Ferdinand of Brunswick’s battalion, 
which guarded this post, suffered extremely. During this 
attack tiie enemy kept an incessant fire with their mus- 
quctry upon the whole front of the Prussians, from the 
convent of St, MargaVet to the river. At three in the 
morning tl^e Prussians quitted their camp to engage the 
enemy. The biittalion of Paniiewitz attacked a building 
called the Red-house, situated at the bottom of a declivity, 
before Wellastowitz. The pandotfrs wiio had taken pos- 
session of this house, fired upon them incessantly from all 
the doorl and window^s until they wer^e dislodged ; anil 
the Prussian^battalions were obliged to sustain the fire 
fioth of cannon and musquetry for above two houi's, when 
the fnemy rqtifed to^tbe city, except the pandours, who 
%gain took possession of the Red-house, which the Prus- 
sians were forced to abandon, because the artillery of 
Prague kept a continual Rre upon it from the moment 
it was known to be in their bands. The Austrians left be- 
hind them many dead and wounded, besides deserters ; 
and the Prussians, notwithstanding the loss of several ofli- 
cers f ndiprivate men, made some prisoners. Prince Fer- 
fKi/»nd, the king of Prussia's youngest brother, had a horse 
killed under him, and was slightly wounded in the face. 

The Prussian works bc^ng completed, and heavy artih 
’ lery arrived, four batteries, erected on the banks of the 
Moldaw, l)egaii to play with great fury. Near three buu- 
drect* bombs, besides an infinity of ignited balls, were 
thrown into the city in the space of twenty-four hours. 
The scene was lamentable, bouses, men, and horses wrap- 
ped in fl&mes and reduced to ashes. The confusion 
withiU) together with the want of [U'ojicr artillery and 
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amnujiiitiiMu thc^Ausfnnm cease firinff, and 

fnnnslu'd his l% is^ian majesty wilh all the opportunity he 
could wish of p(turin» destruction u^pun this unfortunate 
city. Tlie horrors of war seemed to have extinguished 
the principles of humanity. No regird was paid te§the 
distress of the inhabitants ; the Austrians ohstinatefy main- 
laiiied possession, anj the Prussians practised every ^ra- 
tagem, evei-y barbarous refinement, that ounstitutes the 
Miililary art, to oblige them to capitulate. After the con- 
flagration had hasted three days, and consumed a prodigitms 
miudier of buildings, the principal inhabitants, flurghers, 
and clergy, perceiving their city on the point of being 
reduced to a lu ap of rubbish, besought the commander, 
in a body, to hearken to terms; but he j\as deaf to the 
voice of pity, and, instead of being moved with their su]i- 
jilicalions, drove ont twelve thousand persons, the least 
useful in detending the city. These, by order of his Prus- 
sian majesty, were again forced back, which ^oon pro- 
Jueeil so great atscareity of provision wit^n the walls, 
that the Austrians were reduced to the necessity of eatiijg 
horse-flesh, forty horses being daily distributed to the 
troops, and the same food sold at %ur-peii«e a poufld to^ 
the inhabitants. However, as there still remained great 
abundance of corn, they w%re far from being brought to 
the last extremity. Two vigorous and well-conducted 
sallies were made, but they proved unsuccessful. The only 
advantage resulting from them, was the perpetual alarm 
in which they kept the Prussian camp, aid the vigilance 
required to guard against the attacks of a huincrtusf r^- 
iutc, and desperate garrison. 

roUNT DAUN COMMANDS THE AUSTRIAN^. 

WiiATKVj'.ii difficulties might have attended the con- 
quest of Prague, certain it is, that the affairs of the 
empress-tjucen were in the most critical and desperate 
situation. Her grand army dispersed in parties.jaDd fly iug 
lor subsistence in small corps ; their princes and command- 
ers cooped up in Prague ; that capital in iminiiient^dangcr 
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of being taken, tijc ilmirishiilg ki>ig(lom of Ruiieinia 
ready to fall into the hands of tfie conciueiiCI*; a consider- 
able army on the pohU of siirreiuhTing ]>riM)ners of war; 
all the quern's hereditary dominions open and exposed, 
thervhole fertile trict of country from Egra to the Mol- 
d.iw in Jlt'tnal possession of the Frussians, the distance to 
thec ehclnichy of Austria not very considerable, and se- 
cured only hy^the DanulMj; Vienna under the utmost ap- 
prehensions of a siege, and the imperial family ready to 
take refuge in Hungary; the Prussian forces deemed in- 
vincible, '‘and the sanguine friends of that monarch already 
sharing with him, in imagination, the spoils of the ancient 
and illustrious house of Austria. Such was the aspect of 
affairs, and ^iicl^ the difficulties to be combated, when Leo- 
pold, count Daun, was appointed to the command of the 
Austrian forces, to stem the torrent of disgrace, and turn 
the fortune of the war. This general, tutored by long ex- 
perience under the best officers of Europe, and the particu- 
lar favourite ,pf the grat Kevenhullerywas now, for th& 
f|"st time, raised to act in chief, at the bead of an army, on 
which depended the fate of Austria and the empire. 
Jlorif of a noble family, be relied solely upon his own merit, 
without soliciting court favour; he aspired after the high- 
est preferment, and succeeded by mere dint of superior 
worth. His progress from the station of a subaltern was 
slow and silent; his promotion to the chief command was 
received with universal esteem and applause. Cautious, 
steady, peuctir:ting, and sagacious, he was opposed as 
^nollfrr Vahius to the modern Hannibal, to check the 
fire and vigour of that monarch by prudent foresight and 
wary cirdimspcction. Arriving at Boemischbrod, witliin 
a few miles of Prague, the day after the late defeat, be 
halted to collect the fugitive corps and broken remains of 
the Austrian army, aud soon drew together a force so 
considerable as to attract the notice of his Prussian ma- 
jesty, who detached the prince of Bevern, with twenty 
liattalions^, and thirty squadrons, to attack him before 
numbers should render him formidable. Daun was too 
prudent to give battle, with dispirited troops, to an army 
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fiusliod with victory.# lie Mired on tile first advice that 
the Prussians ^‘ire advatifing, and look post at Koliu, 
where he intrenched himself stroiif^y, opened the way 
for the daily supply of recruits sent to his army, and 
inspired the "garrison of Prasjuc will^ fresh courage, ^ in 
(‘Xpectation of bi'ing soon relirvc'd, Here he kejit close 
within his ciimp, divi^led the Prussian force, by obli§ng 
the king to employ near half his army in walching bis de- 
.signs, weakened his elforta against Prague, harassed the 
enemy by euUing off their convoys, and restored by de- 
grees, the languishing and almost desponding spirfts o|i his 
troops. Pei’feetly ao((aainted with the ardour and discip- 
line of the Prussian forces, with the enterprising and 
impetuous disposition of that monarch, iyid sensible that 
his situation would prove irksome and embarrassing to 
the enemy, he improved it to the best advantage, seemed 
to foresee all the consequtnees, and directed every mea- 
sure to produce them, Thus he retarded th^ enemy’s 
up(Tations., and assiduously avoidcd|precipitayng an action 
until the Prussian vigour should be exhausted, Ihe^ 
strength impaired by losses and desertion, the first fire 
and aidour of their genius extini^iisheS J)y contfimal 
fatigue and incessant alarms, and until the impressiuit 
made on his own men, by the late defeat, should, in some 
degree, be effaced. The event justified Daun's conduct. 
His army grew every day more numerous, while his Prus- 
sian majesty began to express the utmost impatience at 
the length of the siege. When that monarili first invested 
Prague, it was on the presumption that the ffunteruus 
forces within the walls would, by consuming all the |ffo- 
vision, oblige it to surrender in a few days; but perceiving 
Unit the Austrians bad stillaconsidcrable quantity of corn, ^ 
that count Daun’s army was daily increMing, and would 
soon he powerful enough not imly to cope with the detach- 
ment under the jiriime of Bevern, but in a condition to 
raise the siege, he determined to give the count battle 
with one part of his army, while he kept Prague blocked 
up with the other. The Austrians, amourjting now to 
fixty thousand men, were deeply intrenched, and defended 
v^!., V. a 
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bv a nuniciou'i tnin ol ariillfif, ])1 .T)‘u 1 on ri‘doul)ls and 
batteries erected on the most udvantasceoife jM)srs. Every 
arcessible part of tife camp was rurlilie<l with liiu's and 
he.ny i)ieee!3 ol' haltering; eaniion, and the foot of the 
hiiij*^ secured by difficult defiles. Yet, siron;j as this situ- 
:tlion nl*^ht a])j)ear, formidable as the Austrian forces cer- 
laii^v were, his 1‘riissian inajesty vndertook to dislodf,T 
tiwni with a body of horse and fool not exceeding thirty- 
two thoihand men. 

SilNTG OF PRUSSIA DEFEATED AT KOLIN. 

0\ the thirteenth Aay of June, the king of Prussia 
(inilted the oarpp before Prague, escorted hy a few bat- 
talions and squadrons, with which he joined the prince 
of Bevern at Milkowitz. Mareschal Keith, it is said, 
ilivnuously opposed this measure, and advised either rais- 
ing the siege entirely, and attacking the Austrians witl^i 
the united fo^pes of Pr^tssia, nr poslponi’ig the attack on 
tjie camp at Koliu, until his majesty should either gain 
possession of the city, or some atterojits should he made 
to oiflige hiii[\ (h qnit(,his posts. From cither measure an 
^idvautage would have resulted. With his whole army he 
might prolyahly have defeated flaunt Daun, or at least have 
obliged him to retreat.* Had he continued within his lines 
at Prague, the Austrian general could not have constrained 
him to raise the siege without losing his own advantageous 
situation, and g'ving liattle upon terms nearly equal. But 
the kingf’elated with success, impetuous in his valour, 
atifl^eonfident of the superiority of his own troops in point 
of diseiplitic, thought all resistance must sink under the 
weight of his victorious arm, and yield to that courage 
which had already surmounted such difficulties, disregarded 
the mareschars sage counscU'and marched up to the attack 
undaunted, and even assured of success. By the eighteenth 
the two armies were in sight, and his majesty found 
that count Dann had not only fortified his camp with 
all the heavy cannon of Olmutz, but was strongly rein- 
forced with troops from Moravia anil Austria, which had 
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Joiiiwl Liin aftcKtln; kin«'#d<'j);irliire iioin Praf!juc. He 
found tlie Ausiriaus drawn up in tlJI'ee lines upon the 
hi{;h grounds between Gcniitz, and St. John the Baptist, 
Dillieult as it was to approach their situation, the Prys- 
siau infantry marched up with firmness, while shit was 
])oured like hiiil from the enemy's batteries, and be^ii 
the attack a])out three in the afternoon. *They drove 
the Austrians with irresistible intrepidity from two emi- 
nences secured with heavy cannon, and two villages de- 
fended by several battalions; but, in attacking thetljjrd 
eminence, were flanked by the Austrian cavalry, by grape- 
shot poured from the batteries; aiiij, after a violent con- 
flict, and prodigious loss of men, thrown into disorder. 
Animated with the king’s presence, they rallied, and re- 
turned with double ardour to the charge, but were a 
second time repulsed. Sbven times successively did prince 
Verdiuaud renew the attack, |)erforming every duty of a 
grtat general and gallant soldier, llmugh always with the 
same fortune. The inferiority of tne PrussiSn infantry, 
the disadvantages of ground, where the cavalry could not 
act, the advantageous situaBon of t|c emftoy, their nu- 
merous artillery, their in|reuehments, numbers, and ob- 
stinacy, joined to the skill ^id conduct of their general 
all conspired to defeat the hopes of the Prussians, to sur- 
mount tlieir valour, and oblige them to retreat. The 
king ihcii made a last and furious elfurt, at the head o 
the cavalry, on the enemy’s left wing, but^ith as litlh 
'Uecess as all the former attacks. Every effort wiA n^e 
and every attempt was productive only of greater losiC 
and misfortunes. At last, after exposing his person in thi 
most perilous situations, bis Prussian majesty drew off Iw 
lorces from the field of battle, retiring in such good order 
m sight of the enemy, as prevcjitcd a pursuit, or the losi 
ul his artillery and baggage. Almost all the officers oi 
i cither side distinguished themselves; and count Diiun 
j wliose conduct emulated that of his Prussian majesty, re 
f ceived two slight wounds, and had a horse killed unde 
^ him. The losses of hotli armies were very considerable 
I I'll that of the Prussians, the killed and wounded am</ijiitci 
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to ei{^ht thousand; less |)crnicitjus, howev^gl , to his majesty’s 
cause than the freejnent desertion, and other innumerable 
ill consequences that ensued. 

^When the PrAssiau army arrived at Nimburgh, his 
majesty, leaving the command with the prince of Ikveni, 
horse, and, escorted by twelve or fourteen hussars, 
set out for .Prague, where he arrived next morning with- 
out halting, after having been the whole preceding day 
on horseback. Immediately he gave orders for sending 
of{^all<'his artilhry, ammunition, and baggage; these 
were executed with so much expedition, that the tents 
were struck, and thfe army on their march, before th(! 
garrison were informed of the king’s defeat. Thus ter- 
minated the battle of Kolin and siege of Prague, in which 
the acknowledged errors of his Prussian majesty were, in 
some measure, atoned by the candour with which he owned 
his mistake, both in a letter to the carl maresehal [See 
note (Aj at the end of^thisFolX J^nd iy conversation w?ih- 
several of ifis general officers. Most people, indeed, ima- 
gined the king highly blameable for checking the ardour 
of idiis troqp# to ^op and lay siege to Prague. I'hey 
thought he should nave pursuej) his conquests, over-run 
Austria, Moravia, and all the hereditary dominions, from 
which alone the empress-queen could draw speedy succours. 
A body of twenty or thirty thousand men would have 
blocked up Prague, while the remainder of the Prussian 
forces migbt| have obliged the imperial family to retire 
froid V(‘2nna, and eflcctually prevent ;d count Daun from 
iRbemhling another army. It was universally expected 
he would have bent bis march straight to this capital; 
bpt he dreaded leaving the numerous army in Prague be- 
hind, and it was of great importance to complete the con- 
quest of Bohemia^ The j)rince of Prussia marched all 
night with his corps to Nimburgh, where he joined the 
prince of Bevern, and maresehal Keith retreated next 
day. Count Brown having died before, of the wounds 
be receiied on the sixth of May, prince Charles of Lor- 
raine sallied out with a large bqdy of Austrians, and at- 
tacked the rear of the Prussians; but did no ^farther 
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iinsrlni’l Iwo luMiiln-tl of men. 

'I'lic Prii^'uc bcmj; llms raised, the iinprisimcd 

Austrians l eeeived their deliverer, eouiit Dauii, with inex- 
pressible joy, and their united fortes became greatly 
superior to those of the kingj of IVussia, who '|as In a 
short time obliged t(^ evacuate Bohemia, and take refuge 
in Saxony. The Austrians harassed him ai^ much a^pus- 
sihle in his retreat; but tlieir armies, though superior in 
numbers, were not in a condition, fr(mi their late suffer- 
itigs, to make any decisive attempt U|k)Ii him, as^he fron 
tiers of Saxony abound with situations easily defended. 

I’KEI'ARATIONS roR thl DEFENCE or HANOVER. 

Having thus dcserilied the progress of the Prussians 
ui Bohemia, we musi! cast our eyes on the transactions 
which distinguished the campaitgn iu Westphalia. To 
’guard against tig; storm which menaced HantAcr in par- 
ticular, orders were traiismiltea thither % recruit the 
1 1 oops that had been sent back from England, to augment 
each company, to remount the cjvalry»with the gtmost 
expedition ; not to suffer any horses to be conveyed oA 
of the electorate ; to furnish the magazines in that country 
with all things necessary for fifty thousand men. Of 
these, twenty-six thousand were to be Hanoverians, and, 
in consequence of engagements entered into for that pur- 
pose, twelve thousand Hessians, six thoussyid Bruiiswiekers, 
two thousand Saxc-Gothans, and a thousand Lgnc|iburgh- 
ers, to be joined by a considerable body of Prussian«fthc 
whole commanded by bis royal highness the duke of 
Cumberland. The king of England having published a 
manifesto, dated at Hanover, specifying his motives fo! 
taking the field iu Westph^ilia, the troops of the confe- 
derated states that were to compose the allied army, under 
the name of an army of observation, began to assemble 
with ail possible diligeiicc near Bielefeldt. Thither the 
gcneraK, apjiointed to command the several ^livisioiis, re- 
pairi'd, td settle the, plan of operations with their com 
mauder, the duke of Gumbcrl.uul, who, having left 
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Loudon on the ninth of April, arrived on Lie sixteenth at 
Hanover, and from whence repaired to the army, which, 
having been joined by three Prussian regiments that re- 
tired from Wesel, insisted of thirty-seven battalions and 
thi^ty-^ur squadrons. Of these, six battalions and six 
squadrons were posted at Bielefeldt, under the command 
of iK'utenantjgeneral baron de Sporckeii ; six battalions, 
under lieutenant-general de Block, at Hervorden; six 
battalions and four squadrons, under major-general Lede- 
bour, between Hervorden and Minden; seven battalions 
and ten squadrons, under lieutenant-general d’Oberg in 
the neighbourhood of 'Hamelen ; and five battalions and 
four squadrons, under major-general de Hauss, near Nien- 
burgh. The hekd-quarters of his royal highness were at 
Bielefeldt. 

SKIRMISHES WITH THE FRENCH 

In the medi time, the French on the Lower Rhine cori- 
tAiued filing off incessantly. I'he siege of Gueldres was 
conv^rtea into *a blockade, occasioned by the difficulties 
Vhe enemy found in raising batteries; and a party of 
Hanoverians having passed the Weser, as well to ravage 
the country of Paderborn as to reconnoitre the French, 
carried off several waggons loaded with wheat and oats, 
destined for the territories of the elector of Colugn. On 
the other hand^.colonel Fischer having had an engagement 
with i^sniall body of Hanoverians, in the county of Teck- 
leiiwjrgb, routed them, and made some prisoners. After 
several other petty skirmishes between the French and the 
Hat^verians, the duke of Cumberland altered tlie posi- 
Hion of his camp, by placing it between Bielefeldt and 
Hervorden, in hopes of frustrating the design of the 
enemy ; who, declining to attack him on the side of Brac- 
wede, after liaving reconnoitred his situation several days, 
made a motion on their left, as if they meant to get be- 
tween him Vind the Weser. This step was no sooner taken, 
than, on the thirteenth of June in fdie afternoon, having 
received* advice tiiat the enemy had caused a large |)ody 
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of troops, follJ.ved by a sueond, to inarch on his right to 
Burgbotte, he ordered his army to inarch that evening to- 
wards Mervorden ; and, at the same time, major-general 
Hardenberg marched with four battalions of grenadjjjrs, 
and a regiment of horse, to n'inforce that post. » Count 
Schulenberg covered Uie left of the march with a battf^ion 
of grenadiers, a regiment of horse, and th^ light troops 
of Buckenburgb. The whole army marched in two co- 
lumns, The right, composed of horse, and followed by 
two battalions, to cover their passage through tke enclo- 
sures and defiles, passed by the right of Bielefeldt; and 
the left, consisting cf infantry, matched by the left of the 
same town. The vanguard of the French army attacked 
the rear guard of the allies, commanded Ry major-general 
Einsicdel, very briskly, and at first put them into some 
confusion, but they ftninediately recovered themselves. 
This was in the beginning of the night. At break of 
(tay the enemy's (einforcements r|turiied to the charge, 
but were again repulsed, nor could thejPonce break 
through lieutenant- colonel Alfeldt's Hanoverian guartS, 
which closed the array's march witjj a detachment tf re- 
gular troops and a new-raised corps of hunters. 

DUKE OF CUMBERLAND PASSES THE WESER, 

The allies encamped at Cofeldt the fourteenth, and re- 
mained there all the next day, when t^c enemy’s de- 
tachments advanced to the gates of Hervorden, tn^made 
a feint as if they would attack the town, after haftflg 
summoned it to surrender; but they retired without at- 
tempting any thing further; and, in the mean time„the 
troops that were posted at Hervorden, and formed the 
rear guard, passed the Weser ^n the side of Remen, without 
any molestation, and encamped at Holtzuysen. A body of 
troops which had been left at Bielefeldt, to cover the 
duke’s retreat, after some skirmishes with the French, re- 
joined the army in the neighbourhood of HAfort; and 
a few days after, his ryyal highness drew ne-ir his bridges 
un the Weser, and sent over his artillery, baggage, and 
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Miniuiiiiitiuii. At lliu sunic liiiK' soiuc drtr'h'lum'iits 
(Im- ii\(ir (Ml the ri{>Vit) bulwccii Miiiddi and ()ld(‘iidur)>, 
and marked out a new cam)) advaiilageously situated, 
having the Wcser h front, and the right and lefteoveied 
with eminences and marshes. There the army under Id's 
royal highness re^asstunliied, and th(‘ French iixed tlieii 
head-quarterji at Bieh'lVldt, which the llanovcriiiiis had 
quitted, leivving in it only a part of a magazine, which, 
iiad been set on fire. By this time the I'rencli were n; 
such want of forage, that M. d’Etrees himself, the priucc". 
<»f the blood, and all the olfum witliout excejdion, were 
obliged to send hack jfart of their horscb. Oowever, on 
the tenth of June, their whole army, eousistiiig ofse\enl} 
Ij.illalions and dirty squadrons, with fifty-two pie('i"i o! 
I aiuion, besides a liody of cavalry left at Ruremoude foi 
(he ('oiiveuieney of forage, was put in motion. In s|ii(< 
of almost impassable forests, famine, and cvei’y olliei 
oijslaele that could he thrown in their way liy a vigilant 
and cxperie/it^ed general, they at length surmounted a)! 
iVifiieulties, and advanced into a country abounding with 
jileuty, and untiSed to tlie ravages of war. It was iina 
filled that the passage of the Weser, which defends Ha 
novel' from foreign attacks, would have been vigorously 
op|iosed by the army of the allies j but whether, in the 
present situation of aifairs, it was thought adviseahle to 
act only iquin the defeiibive, and not to begin the attach 
in a country that was not concerned as a principal in ttu 
war, or ^e duke of Cumberland found himself too weak 
tWMiiake head against the enemy, is a question we shall 
not pretend to determine. However that may have been, 
the whole I^reueh army passed the Weser on (he tentit 
and eleventh of July, without the loss of a man. The 
manlier of effecting this passage is thus related: maresclia) 
d’Etr(!*es, being informed that his magazines of provision, 
were well furnisinjd, his ovens established, and the artilleiy 
and pontoons arrived at the destined places, ordered lien 
tenant-general Broglio, with tew battalions, twi lve squad 
ion-', and (eu pieces of eaiinoii, to inareli to Englieidi, 
lieutenant gmeial M. de Chcviri, with siUcdi hatla 
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liuiis, Uiroe of Carabineer'?, *lic rnysd liuntci.s, 

and six bundrf d bu'?sar^ to niare^ to Hervorden, and 
lieutenant general marquis d'Annentieres, with twelve 
battalions, and ten s(iu;ulrons, to march to Ulriekhausen. 
All these troops being ariived in theirf-amp on llie foyrth 
of July, halted the fifth. On the sixth, tvventy-Mvo bat- 
tailous, and thirty-t^’o squadrons, under the comiyand 
of the duke of Orleans, who was now arrived at the ariny, 
marched to lllrickhausen, from whence M.d’Armeiilieres 
had set out early in the morning, with the troops under 
his coiiimajul, and hy hasty marches got on the«ev|nth, 
by eleven at niglit, lo Blankeidioven, where be found the 
boats which had gone from Ahrensberg. The bridges 
were built, the cannon planted, and lly intrenchnients 
at the bead of the liridges completed in the night between 
the sevenih and eighth. The maresehal having st‘nt away 
part of his baggage from Bielefeldt on the sixth, went in 
person on the seventh at eleven o’clock to Horn, and on 
the eighth to Braket. On advici^tltat M. d’Armentiere.s 
had thrown his bridges across without opposition, and 
was at work on his iutrenchments, he went on the ninth 
to Blankcnhoven, to see the bridgif and*intrenchnii‘iits ^ 
and afterwards advancfid to examine the first position he 
intended for this army, arrt came down to the right side 
of the Weser to the abbey of Corvey, where he forded tlie 
river, with the princes of the blood, and their attendants. 
On the tenth in the morning he got on horseback hy four 
o’clock, to see the duke of Orlean’s divisip file otF, which 
arrived at Corvey at ten o’clock ; as also that of d’Ar- 
nientieres, which arrived at eleven, and that of M. Soifvfe, 
which arrived at noon. The maresehal having examined 
the course of the river, caused the bridges of pontoois lo 
be laid within gun-sliot of the abbey, where the viscount* 
de Turenne passed that riv 4 ;r in the year one thousand 
six hundred and seventy-three, and where the divisions 
under Broglio and ('hevert now passed it on the twelfth 
and thirteenth. Tlicsi' two generals la'ing informed oi 
what was to be done upon tbe Upper Wesel', attacked 
Minden, and carried it, whilst a detachment of the Frencb 
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eiilercil thi^ countVy ol East Frjj'slaihl, JinO r llie conunainl 
()l the marquis d'Aj’vel; and, after takinjj possession ol 
Lier, mardied on the right of the Enis to Embden, the 
Old}’ sea-port the king of Prussia liad, whieh at first 
seq'ucd detennincA to make a defence ; but the inhabi- 
tants iR‘ere not agreed upon the methods to be taken for 
ilia" purpose, They, therefore, met to deliberate, lint in 
the inean tiihe, their gates being shut, M, d’Auvel caubcd 
some cannon to be brought to be.at them down; and the 
garrison, composed of four hundred Prussians, not being 
striAig bitough to defend the town, the soldiers mutinied 
against their ollice^, whereupon a eapituhiliorj was 
agreed on, and the gates were opened to the French com- 
mander, who ryade his troops enter with a groat deal 
(tf order, assured the magistrates, that rare should be 
taken to make them observe a good discipline, and pub- 
lished two ordinances, one for the security of the religion 
and eurameree of the city, and the other for prohibiting 
the exportatyyi of cornand forage out oi thatprincijiality. 
'I^he iuhabitauts were, however, obliged to take an oath 
of allegiance tojthc French king, 

BATTLE OF H^SlENBECK. 

On Sunday, the twenty-fourth of July, the French, 
after liaving laid purl of the electorate of Hanover under 
contribution, marched in thrw* eolumns, with their ar- 
tillery, towards the village of Latford, when major-general 
FurstctibSirgh, who corainarideil the out-ports in the vil- 
lagS sent an officer to inform the duke of Cumhcrlanrl 
of their approach. His royal highness immediately re- 
infoteed those jHists with a body of troops, under the com- 
mand of lieutenant-general Sjwrcken; but finding i» 
impossible to support the village, as it Avas commanded 
by the heights ojiposite to it, which were possessed by the 
enemy, and being sensible, that it would he always iu his 
power to retake it, from its situation iu a bottom between 
two hills, he'withdrew his post from Latford. The French 
then made two attacks, one at llife point of (he wood, 
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and the other^liiglip# up !n the same*w(>od, opposite to 
tlie },mjnudi(>rs eoinman(J(!?l liy major-general Hurdenberff, 
but tb( v railed in liolli; and though the lire ol’ their ar- 
tillery very hot, they weie obli'reil to retire. The 
Treneh army cneaiujiiii^ on the hcifijnts opposite to^he 
dulvC of (hmihei land’s posts, the intelligfeuce n^eeived, 
that M. d’Et fees hud •assembled all his troops, aiiduvas 
lupiiished \uth a very considerable train of Artillery, left 
his royal his^Uness iu» room to douht of his intending to 
iilaciv him. lie, tliercfore, resolved to ehang’C his camp 
it)!’ a more advantageous situation, by drawing* up his 
a'lny on the erninenee between tht^VVeser and the woods, 

]\ a\ iug the Haintlen river on his right> the village of 
iiasteiihe-k ill his front, and his leftclost^to the wood, at 
'lie ])t>int of which his royal highness had a battery of 
hvelve poiiiuli’i’s and haubitzers. There v^as a hollow 
VI ay from the left of the village to the battery, and a 
inoras-s on die other side of Ilastenbeck to (jis right, 
iflajor-goneral vSckulenlierg, with 4hc hunt»jjs, and two 
h.dlaliuns of grenadiers, was posted in the corner of tlj^i 
wood upon the left of the battery; bis royal highness 
ordered the village of Hastenl)e{'k tfo be cleared tit liis^ 
front, to prevent it bei»g in the power of the enemy to 
ia-cp possession of it, and tlfc ways by which the allies had 
a eoiiinnmieation with that village duiiiig their encamp- 
ment to he rendered impassable. In the evening he with- 
drew all his outposts, and in this [wsition the army lay 
upon their arms all night. On (he tweiiy-fiftb, in tlie 
morning, the French army marrhed forwards int*olfnnns, 
and began to cannonade the allies very severely, marching 
and eouiiler-marehiiig continually, and seeming to intend 
three attacks, on the right, the* left, and the centre. ‘In 
the evening their artillery appeared much superior to 
that of the allies. The armji was again ordered to lie all 
night on their arms; his royal higliness caused a battery 
at the end of the wood to be repaired; count Schulenberg 
^0 he reinforced with a battalion of grenadiers^ and two 
held jMcces of cannon ; and that battery to be also sup- 
ported by lour more battalions of grenadiers, under the 
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command of major-general ^arJeViberg^’’ He likewise 
caused a battery 1(i> be creeled of twelve six-pounders, 
behind ibc village of llastciibeck, aud took all the pre- 
cautions be eould^ think of to give the enemy a warm 
rc#?ption. As soon as it was day- light, he mounted on 
horseback to reconnoitre the position of the enemy, whom 
bet!’ouud in the same situation as" the day before. At a 
little after live a very smart cannonading began against 
the battery behind the village, which was supported by 
the Hessian infantry and cavalry, who stood a most severe 
fird'with surprising steadiness and resolution. Between 
seven and eight the Rbiug of small arms began on the left 
of the allies, when his royal highness ordered msgor^ 
geue>al Behr, vith three battalions of Brunswick, to sus- 
tain the grenadiers in the wood, if their assistance should 
be wanted. The cannonading coiViuued above six hours, 
during which the troops, that were exposed to it, never 
once abated of their firmness. The fire of the small arms 
on the left /ncreasing}' and the French seeming to gain 
ground, his royal highness detached the colonels Darken- 
hausen and IVodenbach, with three Hanoverian batta- 
1 ^ lions and six squadrons, round the wood by Aiferde, who, 
towards the close of the da;^, dFove several squadrons of 
the enemy back to their army, without gi\ing them any 
opportunity to charge. At length the grenadiers in the 
wood, apprehensive of being surrounded, from the great 
riuuiliers of the enemy that appeared there, aud were 
marchii|p roufld on that side, though they rejmlsed every 
Uu/igf* that appeared in their front, thought it adviseable 
to K!tire nearer the left of the army, a motion which gave 
the enemy an opportunity of possessing themselves of 
that battery without opposition. Here the hereditary 
prince of Brunswick distinguished himself at the head of 
a battalion of Wolfenhuttel’guurds, and another of Hano- 
verians, who attacked and repulsed, with their bayonets, 
a superior force of the enemy, and' retook the battery. 
But the F„’'e?ich being in possession of an eminence which 
commanded and flanked both the lines of the infantry 
and the battery of tlie allies, aud tMicre they were able to 
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sn/)[)(>i't tliLir ?iliwk*undyj’ the cover of a hill, his royal 
higlioess, coiijiidcrin^ the superior niJhil)ers of the enemy, 
ii(*:«r tlouhle to his, and the iiiij)ossibility of dislodging 
lliem from their post, without ex{)osyig his own troops 
tut) much, ordered a retreat; in eonseciuencc of^wlftch 
his army retired, first to llamelen, wliere he left a gar- 
rison, tlien to Nienhufgh, and afterwards to Hoya; in^c 
neighbourhood of which town, after sending away all the 
magazines, sick, and wounded, be encamped, in order to 
cover Bremen and Verden, arul to preserve a eominuni 
eatiou with Stade, to which place the archives, and most 
valuable cjfeets of Hanover had hteii removed. In this 
engagement, colonel Brcdenbach attacked four brigades 
very strongly posted, with a battery of •fourteen pieces 
of cannon, repulsed, and drove them down a precipice, 
and took all their antillery and ammunition; but pre- 
ferring the care of his wounded to the glory of carrying 
iifvay the cannon, he brought off only six, nailing up and 
destroying the n-sl The loss of tile allies ii.«ill the skir- 
mishes, which lasted three days, was three hundred ani 
twenty-seven men killed, nine hundred and ^even wounded, 
and two luiiidred and twenty niissinf , or taken prisoners ; 4 
whilst that of the, FreiTcli^ according to their own ac- 
counts, amounted to fifteen hundred men. 

The French, being left masters of the field, soon re- 
duced Hanielcn, which was far from being well fortified, 
obliged the garrison to capitulate, and took out of the 
town sixty brass cannon, several mortaft, for^ ovens, 
I'urt of the equipage of the duke's army, and large 
titles of provisions and ammunition, wliich they found in 
it, together with a great many sick and wounded, who, 
not being included in the capitulation, were made prison- 
ers of war. Whether the court of France had any reason 
to find fault with the condud of the maresehal d’Etr^es, 
or whether its monarch was blindly guided by the coun- 
sels of his favourite, the marquis de Pompadour, wlio, de 
sirous to testily her gratitude to the man whojhad been 
one of the chief instruments of her high promotion, was 
glad of an opportunit/to retrieve his shattered foftuncs, 

Vtfi. V. H 
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siul, at tlio same lime, to add nj^i-.ulv imnu'iisu 

treasures, we shall pretend to deteiniiiie ; thouf'hllie 
CM'iit seems plainly to speak the last, liven at the time, 
no comparison was made hetween the military skill of 
lhasnavesehal d’Etrees, and that of the duke de ieiehelien ; 
Iwjt, Inhvever ih.it may hate been, this last, who, if he had 
noW shone ii» the character of a soldier, excelled all, or 
at least most of Ids eontemjiorarie'i in the more refined 
arts of a courtier, was, just before the battle we have been 
speaking of, .'ippoiuted to supersede the former in the 
eonf.nahd of the Freneli army in T^ower Saxony, where lie 
arrived on the sixth o^Aiignst, with the title of miinsehal 
of I'raneei and M. d’Etrees immediately resigned the com- 
imind. 01 

THE FRENCH TAKE KlSSESltlON OF HANOVER 
AND HESSE.CASSEL 

hiMr.DiAp' LY after tiu* battle of Ihisteabcek, the I i.. .. 
I^Mit a detachment of four thousand men to lay under eon- 
ti'ibiUiou the eouutrics of Hanover and Briiiiswiek-Wolfen- 
buttlel, as well as tlictJutchies of Bremen and Verden; and 
two days after the arrival of this new eonnmuider, the 
duke de Chevreuse w.ia detaehed witli two thousand men 
to take possession of Hanover itself, with the title of 
governor of that city. He aeeordingly nvarehed thither ; 
and upon liis ariival the Hainwerian garrison was dis- 
armed, and hrt at liberty to retire where they pleased. 
Aboi#. tSe s.'ime tisne M. de Contadcs, with a detachment 
from the French army, was sent to make himself masli r 
of the territories of Hesse-Cassel, where be found no o])* 
pof/ition. He was met at Warberg by that prince’s mas- 
ter of the horse, who declared, tliat they were ready to 
furnish the Frcneh army with all the snecours the coiintrv 
eould afford; and accordingly the magistrates of Cassi'l 
presented Inm with the keys as soon as he entered their 
cify. Gottingt'ii wtis ordered l)y M. d’Armentieres to pre- 
pare for Inm within a limited lime, upon pain of military 
execution, four thousand pounds of white bread, two thou- 
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f»au(l lii^hf'n a (juanWly tliaii rwiiil Im' 

found in tlu* w'liolt' nmntfv, an hundri'd IoikUoI' hay, and 
othor pro\ision.s. 

THE FRENCH REDUCE VERDES AND BREMJN. 

• 

The dukci of CuiuJ^crland remained encamped in^htt- 
ncighbourlnwd of Hoya till the tweiityTourih of Aup;iist, 
when, upon advice that the enemy had laid two bridges 
over the Allcr in the night, and had passed that river with 
a large body of troops, he ordered his army to nArot, to 
secure the important post and passage of Rotlienljourg, 
lest they should attcn.pt to inarch round on hi.s left, He 
encamped that night at Hausr n, having detached lieute- 
nant- gcneralObcrg, with eight h ittalioiis and six squadrons, 
to Ottcrslierg, to which place he marclnxl next day, and 
encamped khind the Wumnier, in a very strong situation, 
betwen Ott(‘rsberg and Rotheubourg. The French took 
fosscssion of Veri|en on the Iwen^^-sixth of August, ami 
one of their detachments went on the twfllty-niulh to 
Bremen, where the gates were immediately opened to 
them. The duke of Cumberland, ij)vv cllsely pre-Vbiil on 
all sides, and in danger pf having his communication with * 
Stadc cut off, which the enemy wtis endeavouring to ef- 
fect, by sci/:ing upon all the posts round him, found it 
neccssarj’ to decamp again ; to abandon Rotheubourg, of 
which the French immediately took possession; to retreat 
to Seisingeii, where his head-quarters wer^ on the first of 
Septemk’r; and from thence, on the third ofiln^same 
month, to retire under the cannon of sStade. Here It 
was imagined that his army would have been able to 
maintain their ground between the Allcr and the Ejjx), 
till the severity of the season should put an end to the 
campaign. Accordingly, his royal highness, upon his 
taking this )»osiiion, sent a detachment of his forces to 
Bnck-Schantz, wilh some anillery, ami orders to defend 
that place to the utmost; hut us it c«)iild not possibly 
have held out many days, and as the Frcnchf who now 
hfrinmcd him in on all sji-les, by making themselves mastci'i 
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of a little fort at/Jie mouth (/ the^river^' \viii»a, would 
liave cut oif his (•oininiinicatic;i witli tlic KIl'c, so that 
four English men of war, (hen in that ^i^cr, coidd have 
been of no service to him, lie was Jurct'd to ac<‘<*nt of a 
mediation offered hy the King of Demiuirk, l)\ his minister 
the col nt de Lynar, and to sign the j'.unous conxciitiiMi 
pf ClostiT-Sevi.'ii [.SVe note (!i) ut th^v end ofthh / «/.J, hy 
which thirty-, eight thoiKind Hiinoseiiuis laid down their 
arms, and were dispersed into difftMoni (juarters (d can 
tuiinient. 


NOTES. 


Tijf kilty of Pntsiia li.i<l Hithdriwii 
Ins yrirmon from Cli rcsi nut i^iiliunt 
Mn|mioii t^'luviiiy ptiriinstly lilt (Ins 
iloiir o|i(ii lu iIk' iiKinv, tiidl iImii 
irro]iliun into ^^rnidU) iiiighl hasivn 


t)i« iihoIi.tiuiH ui till I'i ti>!i nil <■< 

tn. 

‘i 'llt.sltOiT w.»s%rilU« III IVimiluj 
.tiiii ill’ I!ii()I.uih, .is Hi iiliHinitl n 
|iin,l»»i "• Oil II ni'iiili III Nnniii'S'l' 



C., XIV. 


7 ? 




CLORGE ii. IT2:-n(iO. 


CllARrai XIV. 


'Irniili il.tii'ilti I'riism.iit Dowiiiim v lit k* tlu'v iuinn.it ^ruit Dmordcri.... ^ 
Ktiiviimiik till the iVlinttmlluci ol i Aliittl Ariu}....UuMi<iu Tlu-t 
11)1 tlu' I'riiskiHii I'ortii 111 thr nettle . Kiissiaii'. taki Mcnfel.. ..DetlBratiuii 
of tlip Ku on — Arm} ui thr Kiiipire raud with 

Difficult) ...'Ihi AiisirMui i.iki t.iUI .ami iltstmy Zittaii.. ..llir Prince 
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Inoliv oil-. .limiJrt'K < hli.irini>.hiK ktnein the I'riiumiu jiul 
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III I'liiui niii I ' • • Man bi hal Ltliuahl Ion rs thi Sui ilii- to ri tin . . . Memorial 
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Jiiml....TratiM(.tiiiiis al^ta....rau of ('aiiimn Ih itli.. ..Smiioii ti|iriie(l.... 
Siijiplire ),raiit<.d ...Vtiiida for raising tin Si^|vlin .fMwagis fioi# tin- 
Kill)! (II till IloiiiM' of ('oininoiifc.. ..Stcond Tn*ty nith tbi' King ol l’niui.i 
.. .Hill for ((iUit)iii|.'!\Iiltiirii Maim.... KiguUtuiiis with r«s)Ha tofWn.... 
KiHn for till’ F.iiroiiragi'iiii'iil of htaiti ii, iiimI for r\|ilaining thr Militia Act.. > 
Art fiir n|Hiiritig l.iiiiilou |tritlt;r....Aii lor list rririining tin yiittlitii.'ilioii ot 
voting.... ilill lor inoTi iffiUuiill) miniiiiii}' the Na\}.. . . AuiriidmriiU in tb« 
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rojir l''ran<;iHK — Itrii.arkiiilr Sii*ii«s of (’a|it.uii Fort's^. .. rmirh (variiatc 
KittlHiiii — Sionss ni Ailiiiiral (>iiliornr....l’i'rii(h I'lri't drivru uiborc in 
Ila!K|iir Kaail....Ailiiiir.iI IlnuhrickV Miip bariit at Sia.. .. Diwnit <ft (an- 
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the DuUli Mrn'liaiits, on Aiciivnl of thr f’apture nf Ihiir Shi(«.... Their 
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The french enikr the fRDSSIAN DOMINIONS. 

T he H.'iiioverians being noM' (juitc siiluluetl, and the 
whole force of the French let loose against the king of 
Pius,sia by this treaty, niaicscUal Hicliclicn immediately 
ordered lieutenant general EereliifU to inareh with all pus- 
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siblc expedition, with the trocips under liis command, to 
join the prince de *Soubise: the {;fens-d'armes, and other 
troops that were in the landgraviatc of Hcssc'-Cassel, re- 
ceived the same ojder; and sixty battalions of foot, and 
the ffieatest part of the horse belons’inff to the French 
army, were directed to attack the Prussian territories, 
^^a^eschal I^ichelieu hitnself arrived at Brunswick on the 
fifteenth of September; and ha\iuif, in a few days after, 
assembled an hundred and ten battalions, and an hundred 
aiu[ fifty squadrons, with an hundred pieces of cannon, 
near Wolfenbultel, he entered the king of Prussia’s do- 
minions with his arm^ on the 27th, 28th, and 39th of the 
same month, in three columns, which penetrated into 
Ilalhersladt an'd Brandenburgh, plundering the towns, ex- 
acting eontrii)uliuus, and committing many enormities, 
at which their general is said to have connived. In the 
mean lime the duke of Cumberland returned to England 
where hfe arrived on the 1 Hb of Octobef, and shortly after 
resigned alfbis military commands. 

* |Had the allied army, after the battle of Hastenbeek, 
nuifched (lire«‘Jy to the Leine, as it might easily have 
done, and then takeli post on the other side of Wolfeii- 
biittel, Halberstadt, and RJagdebuurg, it might have 
waited securely under the cannon of the latter place fijr 
the junction of the Prussian forct s ; instead of which, 
they injudiciously turned off to the Lower Wescr, retiring 
successively from Hamelcii toNieuburgh, Verdeu, Rothen- 
biirgh, puxtcfiude, and lastly to Stade, where, for want 
®f. subsistence and elbow-room, the troops were all made 
prisoners of war at large. They made a march of an hun- 
dred and fifty miles to be cooped up in a nook, instead 
of* taking the other route, whu-h was only about an hun- 
tlred miles, and would have led them to a place of safety. 
By this unaccountable cunlluet, the king of Prussia wa^ 
not only deprived of the assistance of near forty thousand 
good troops, which, in the close of the campaign, mighi 
have putt him upon an equality with the French and the 
army of the empire ; but also exposed to, and actually 
invaded by, his numerous enemies on all sides, insomuch 
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tliiU his ituation bec'imejiow more dangerous than ever ; 
and the fate which seemed to liave thAiateued the empietis 
a lew months before, through his means, was, to all ap- 
j)carance, turned against himself. His fuiu was predicted, 
nor could human prudence foresee how he might|?)e Ix- 
tricated from his complicated distress ; for, besides the 
invasion of his territories by the French under the difke 
de Richelieu, the Russians, who had made for a long time 
a dilatory march, and seemed uncertain of their own reso- 
lutions, all at once (juickened their motions, aud^ntered 
Ducal Prussia, under maresehal Apraxin and geuerulTcr- 
nior, marking their j^rogress by inhumanity that 
unbridled cruelty, lust, and rapine can l)e imagined ca- 
pable of committing. A large body of Austrians entered 
Silesia, am’ penetrated as far as iireslau ; then, turning 
back, they laid siege tb the important fortress of Sehweid- 
nitz, the key of that country. A second body eiRered 
tusdtia, another (piarter of the Prussian territories, and 
made themselves masters of Zittau? 'Fweuty- mo thousand 
Swedes penetrated into Prussian Pomerania, took tl'i 
towns of And am and Deininin, and ^id the \^liole 
country under contrihutiou, TheVmy of the empire, 
reinforced hy that of princy Souhise, after many delays, 
was at last in full march to enter Saxony ; and this mo- 
tion left the Austrians at liberty to turn the greatest part 
of their foices to the reduction of Sih^sia, An Austriau 
gcjieral penetrating througli Lusatia, ptvssed hythe IVus- 
sian armies, and suddenly preienting hiffiself |jefore Iht 
gates of Berlin, laid the whole country under eofitribu- 
tion ; and though he retired on the approach of a body u; 
Prussians, yet he still found means to interriij)t the com* 
umnicaiion of these hist with Silesia. I’he Prussians, It if 
true, exerted themselves bravely on all sides, and theii 
enemies fled before them ; Hut whilst one body was pur 
suing, another gained upon them in some other part 
The winter approached, their strength decayed, and their 
adversaries multiplied daily. Their king bagassed, and 
almost spent with incessant fatigue both of Iwdy and ol 
wind) was in a manner excluded from the empire The 
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greatest part of his <lominioiis either taken from him, 
or laid under coiitritmtion, and jKishessed by his enemies ; 
who collected the public revenues, fattened on the con- 
tributions, and vvitjii the riches which they drew from the 
eldtto|^te of Hanover, and other con<jU(’Sts, defrayed the 
expenses of the war; and by the convention of Closter- 
Sefhn he was deprived of hi- allies, and left without any 
assistance wfiatever, cxeeptmg what llie British parlia- 
ment might think fit to supply. How different is this 
picture^ from that whieh the king of J*rns-»ia exhibited 
when he took arms to enter Saxony! But, m ordir to 
form a clear idea of tHese events, of the situation of bis 
Prussian majesty, and of the steps he took to defeat the 
designs of his afttugonisls, and extricate liiiiiself from bis 
great and numerous distresses, it will lie proper now to 
take a view of the several transactKms of bis enemies, as 
well during his stay in Bohemia, as from the time of his 
leaving it*, down to that which we are ijow speaking of,* 


PRUSSIAN FLEET BLOCKS UP THE PRUSSIAN 
HORT§ IN THE BALTIC.. 

Whilst the king of Prussia | asm Bohemia, the empress 
of Russia ordered notice to he given to all masters of ships, 
that if any of them were found assisting the Prussians, 
by the transportation of trwips, artillery, and ammunition, 
they should be condemned as legal prizes j and her fleet, 
consisting; of fifteen men of war and frigates, with two 
homb*ketches, was sent to block up the- Prussian ports 
in the Baltic, where it look several shifts of that nation, 
which were employed in carrying provisions and merchan- 
dise from one port to anolher. One of those ships of 
war appearing before Merael, a town of Poland, but sub- 
ject to Prussia, the commandant sent an oflicer to the 
captain, to know whether he came as a friend or an 
enemy ? to which interrogation the Russian captain re- 
plied, Thais notwithstanding the dispositions of the em- 
press of both the Russias were sufficiently known, yet he 
would further explain them, by declaring that his orders, 
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aiul those of tlVotbe^-Risssiaii coniiii.uifler's, wem «n coii- 
lormity to 11 lo Jaws of wffi, to sei/ic^n all the Prussian 
\(;sse]s they met with on their cruise. Uj>oii Avhieh the 
(‘onim.indaiit of Memel i in mediately },M\e orders for point- 
ing the cannon to fire upon all Russia^ ships that shogld 
aj)|>i’o.ieh that pla<*e. 

The land-forces of dthe Russians had now lingLi«.<i 4 )n« 
their inarch upwards of si\ months; and it was jtretty 
generally doubted, by those who were supposed to ha\c 
the best iutelligciu'e, whether they e\er were designed 
rt ally to pass into the Prussian territories, nut on 
account of their long stay on tiie Jiorders of Litiiuania, 
hut also because several of their cossaes had been severely 
punished for plundering (he waggons of ^ some Prussian 
peasants u)»<m tlie frontiers of (’ourlaiid, and the daiuage. 
of the peasants compensated with money, though general 
Apraxin’s army was at tlie same time greatly distressed 
hv the want of provisions; when, on a sudden, they quiek- 
eiud their molitms, and showed dhey were in earnest, 
detennined to aceonijilish the ruin of Prussia.^Their first 
act of hostility was the attack of Memel, which surren- 
dered; and, by the arti^desof eapitu^itiouj^it was agreed, 
that the garrison shouldi march out with all the honours 
of war, after having engaged not to serve against the em- 
))rehs, or any of her allies, for the space of one year. 

His Prussian majesty, justly foreseeing the great enor- 
mities that were to he expected from these savage enemies, 
who were unaccustomed to make war, exei'jic upon nations 
as barbarous as themselves, who looked upon wa^osly as 
an opportunity tor plunder, ami every country through 
which they ha[ipened to march as their’s by right of eou- 
(|ucst, published the tbllowiiig declaration : “It is ‘^uffiti- 
ontly known, that the king of Prussia, after the example 
of his glorious predecessors, has, ever since liis accession 
to the crown, laid it down as a maxim to seek the friend- 
ship of the imperial court of Russia, and cultivate it by 
every metliod. His Prussian majesty hath had the satis- 
laction to live:, for scvcr.il successive years, in lh5 strictest 
harmony with the reigmug empress; and this happy union 
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woul<l be still suusisting, if evil-minded jiotentates bml 
nt)t broke it by tlxir secret niiicbinations, and carried 
things to sncli a bcdf^lit, that the iniirbtcrs on both sides 
have? been recMlIed, .and the correspondence brokiMi off. 
H(. vever inelanctudy tlie'e L‘ircnmstan<*es mi|j;ht be ff»r 
the kinjf, his majesty ^ ns nevertheless most attentive to 
"i>r. ent any tiling ilmt iui;cht increase the alienation of 
the Russian 'court, lie hath betm pai tienlai ly careful, 
durinif the disturbances of tlv' war that now unhappily 
rajjes, to avoid whatever mi:';ht imolve him in a dilFer- 
enaViih that court, notwithstandinici he ‘(■.eat "iievances 
he hatl; to allejje ajjrinst it; and that it was puMiely 
known the court of Vienna had at last drawn that of 
Russia intx^ its destructive views, and made it serve as an 
instrument for favouriu|j the schemes of Austria. His 
majesty bath sjiven the whole worM iueontestible ]troofs, 
that he was under an indispensable necessity of having; 
recourse Jo the measures he hath'taken ajjainst the courts 
of Vienna fjnd .Saxony, who forced him by their conduct 
take up arms for his defence. Vet, even since Ihiiiffs 
have been brought to this extremity, the kin*? hatli offered 
to lay down his arms, T proper securities should he i^ranted 
to Inm. His majesty lialh not .lejjleeled to expt^se the 
artifices by which the imperil court of Russia hath been 
drawn into measures so opposite to the empress's senti- 
ments, and which would excite the utmost indio;nation 
of that jfreat princess, if the truth could be placed before 
her without dir^fuise. The kinj? did more: he suj^jjested 
to hei* ihij»erial majesty sufficient means either to excuse 
her not taking? any part in the present war, or to avoid, 
upon the justest {^rounds, the execution of those en}?a^e- 
mmts which the court of Vienna claimed by a manifest 
abuse of ohlij^ations, which they employed to palliate 
their unlawful views. It wholly depended upon the em- 
press of Russia to extinpiish the flames of llie war, with- 
out unsheathing; the sword, by pursuing the measures 
suggested hv the king. This conduct would have immor- 
talized her reign throughout all Kurope, It would have 
gained her more lasting glory tliLii can be acquired by 
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ll.i- {^n .iUsL Tlfc king fiiuk^witli regret, that 

all l»ii |iiTtMuli(Mis and ^re to peace wiih the 

Russian enipin; are fruitless, and that the intrigues of his 
eneinii's have prevailed, ilis majesty sees all the coiisider- 
aihuisol friendship and good neighbourhood set asidej)y 
flic iinpt rial court ol Riissia, as \\eli as the ol)ser\<iiu'e of 
its engagements witlhliis majesty. He sees that 
inareiiing its Iroojis llirough the territories lof a foreign 
power, and, contrary to tlie tenor of treaties, in order to 
attack the king in his dumiuiotis; and thus taking part 
in a war, in which ln-> enemies have involved the 7«J*3iaii 
empire. In such circumstances, ^he king hath no other 
ji.'iil to take, hut to employ the power which God hath 
iotiusted to him in defending himself, prelecting his sub- 
jects, and repelling every unjust attack. His majesty will 
iu'\er loH* sight of tli^ rule.s which are observed, even in 
the midst of war, among civilized nations. But if, con- 
trary to all hope and expectation, these rules should be 
violated by I lie troops of Russia, if they coimnit in the 
kings ti'pitorios disorders and excesses disallowed by the^ 
law of arms, his majesty must not he blamed if be makes 
rcjiiisals m Saxony; and if, instead ii ihal^ood order^nd 
rigorous discipline whicli have hitherto .been observed by 
his army, avoiding all sortf of violence, he finds himself 
forced, contrary to hi? iiielinatioii, to suffer the provinces 
and subjects of Saxony to he treated in the same man- 
ner a,s Ills own territories shall be treated. As to the rest, 
the king will soon piihlhb to the whole wtirld the futility 
of ihe reasons alleged by the imperial couit of Rusiiia to 
justify its aggression; and as his maje.sly is forced upon 
making his defence, he has room to hope, with confidence, 
tli.ii the Lord of Ho.sts will bless his righteous arms: that 
he Will disappoint the unjust enterprises of his enemies, 
and grant him his powcrlul iissistauce, to enable him tc 
make head against iliciu.’* 

ARMY OF THE EMPIRE RAISED^ 

VViiKN the king of J*rus.sia was put utuler the ban ot 
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the t'uiplrt', tlui stverul princes win* c()m]fi)hc thiit body 
Here required, by iVif decree ot‘'ilie Aulic council, as we 
obsi'i'vcd before, lo I'urnisli tlicir ^cspecli^c coiitiii};(‘ut5 
ag'iiiibt bin). Those who feared liiiii looked upon this as 
a lif’ir opportunity b’f reJiioiiifl; him; and those who stood 
in awe of the bouse of Austria were, through uecessity, 
•?.* .'tpclled to supjiort that powtr*- which they dreaded. 
Besides, they-werc accustomed to the iuHucnce of a family, 
in H hich tlte empire had, for a long time, lM.*cn in a manner 
hereditary; and were also intimidated by the appearance 
of ifl*oiirederacy the most formidable, perhaps, that the 
world had ever seen.* Yet, uolwlthstaiiding all this, the 
contingents, both of men and money, were collected 
slowly; the tr(^f)ps were badly composed; and many of 
those, not only of the protestant princes, hut als(» of the 
eat holies, showed the utmost reluqtanee to act against his 
Prussian majesty, which, indeed, none of them would 
have hee;i able to do, had it not been for the assistance 
of the Fre^Jch under ti’ie prince de houbise. The elector 
^ nahuine lost above a thousand men by desertion. Four 
thousand of the troops belonging to the duke of Wirtein- 
herj being defivered-to the French commissary on the 
twenty-fourth of June, were immediately reviewed; but 
tlje review was scarcely finisRed, when they began to cry 
alotid, that they were sold. Next morning thirty of them 
deserted at once, and were soon followed by parties of 
twenty and thirty each, who forced lljeir way through the 
detachments that guarded the gates of Stutgard, and in 
the e.’cAng the mutiny became general. They tired upon 
the officers in their liarracks, and let their general know 
that if he did not iinmediatcly withdraw, they would put 
iiiln to death. Meanwhile, some of the officers having 
pursued the dc'serters, lirought hack a jjart of them jiri- 
soiiers, when the rest of tliv soldiers declared, that if they 
were not immediately released, they would set fire lo the 
studt house and barracks; upon which the prisoners were 
set at liberty late in the evening, Next morning the 
soldiers assembled, and having seized some of the otficei^y 
three or four hundred of them rnwrehed out ut the town 
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,it Unt, linu*, with t'lio lutisir of the 1*ei]jinicnts playing 
l)«‘i‘orc them ; and in thiflnaniM r netr three thousand of 
iliem lilt'd oil, and the remainder were afterwards dis- 
(•harsjed. 


TllK AljsTlllANS TAKE GABEL 

• 

'I’liE king of Prussia, u^wn his leaving BShemia, after 
the battle of Koliu, retired t(»wards Saxony, as we ob- 
served iM'lore; and having sent bis heavy artillery and 
mortars up the Elbe to Dresden, fixed his camp’ the 
hanks of the river, at Leitiueritz^ where his main army 
was strongly intrenched, whilst maresehal Keith, with 
the troops under Ins eoinmaiul, eneampe(4on the opposite 
.shore ; a free couimunicaiion being kept open by means 
of a bridge. At the sa^ne time detachments were ordered 
to seeure the passes into Saxony. As this position of the 
Iv^ijg of Prussia prevented the Auistrians from hping able 
to j)cnetrat(‘ into Saxony by the %ay of th^^lbc, tliey 
moved, l)y slow marches, into the eir(‘le of Bnntzlau, and, 
at last, with a detachment commanded by the duke 
d’Areniberg and M. Maeguire, on thi eighfeenth of Jline, 
U'll suddenly upon, and t^ok (he important post at Gabel, 
situated berweeii Boeinish^Leypa and Zittaii, after an 
obstinate defence made by the Prussian garrison, uiidei 
iiiajor-geiieral Putkammer, consisting of four battalions, 
who were obliged to surrender prisoners of war. Tht 
Austrians having by this motion gained a%narcb towards 
Lusatia, up<)u a corps which had Ijceri detached Adfrr the 
cojiimarid of Ilje prince of Prussia to watch them, his Prus- 
sian majesty thought ])roper to leave Lcitnieritz on the 
twentieth in the morning, and lay that night at Lickowitz, 
a village opposite to Leitmeritz, of which a battalion ol 
bis troops still kept [(ussessioii, while the rest of his army 
remained encamjicd in the plain before that place. Next 
morning, at break of day, prince Henry decamped, and 
made so good a disposition for his retreat, that Jie did not 
lose a single man, though he inarched in sight of the 
whole body of AustriaiMrregulars, He passed the bridge 
Voi.. V. I 
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at Lritnifrili:, afUT withtlrawyjg llie hatt^iinn that was 
in tlic town, and hay burnt U*,* hridi^c, the' wholfarmy 
united, and made a small movement towards the passes 
of the mountains ; the king then lying at Siilowitz, near 
th^ field where Ihtt.battle of Lowoseliutz was fought ( u 
the firt.t of Oetober of tin* preceding year. The heavy 
i‘5y.gagc was sent on in the aftermu)!!, with a pi’oper 
iseort; and yi the morning of the twenty-second the army 
inarelKid in two columns, and encamped (»n the high 
grounds at Lusecliitz, a little hej'ond Leimi, where it 
h.iltyw*/.he t\\ent\-thiid. No attack was made upon tie 
i car-guard, thongli great number'* of Austrian hussars, 
and other irregulars, had appeared the e\ening befoie 
within cannon-shot of the Prussian camp. On the twenty, 
fourth the army marelied to Ncllendorf; on the twenty- 
fifth it encamped near Gotta, on the twenty-sixth near 
i’irna, wliere it halted the next dfiv; and on the twenty- 
eighth it crossed the river near that place, and entered 
Lusaiia, where, hy t!^ end of the month, \t cneampfd 
at liautzeit.' 

The king’s army made this retreat with all the success 
that could he f ishei^; but the corps under the prince < ( 
Prussia had not tlic same good fortune. For the Austrians 
mimediately after their takii^g Gahel, sent a strong de- 
tachment against Ziltau, a trading town in the circle of 
l;p|>er Saxony, where the Prussians had large inagazini.*s, 
and a garrison of t,ix battalions, and, in his sight, attacked 
it with nncoiijnioii rage. Paying no regard to the inha- 
hifaids ts being friends or allies, hut determined to re- 
duce the place before (he king of Prussia could have time 
to nureh to its relief, they no sooner arrived before it, 
than they bombarded and cannonaded it with such fui^', 
that most of the garrison, finding themselves unable 
resist, made their escape, and carried off as much as they 
could of the magazines, leaving oidy three or four hun- 
dred men In flie town, under colonel Diricke, to hold it 
out as long as possible ; which he accordingly did, till the 
whole plfu'C was almost di-stroyed. The cannonading l)e- 
gan on (he twenty third of July, at eleven in the morning, 
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hd:1 lasted till live liiMiis .‘.pace of lime 

four thousand balls, mi of them led hot, were find 
into this unfortunate city, with so little intermission, that 
it was soon set on fire in se\eral places. In the eoufusiuii 
which the contlaj^ration produced, the*Austii.tns ejtc»*«l 
the town, and the inhahitants imai^niicd lliat they had 
then nothin;; further fo fear; and that their fidmls 
Austrians would assist them iu extiuguishin;* the flames, 
ami savin;; the place; but iu this particular their expec- 
tations were disappointed. The Fandours and Selavtmians, 
who rushed iu with n^ular troops, miule no dist/hTtion 
between the IVussians and the iiilinliitants of Zittaii: in- 
stead of helping to ([ueneh the flames, they began to 
idundcr the warehouses which the fire h|d not reached; 
^0 that all the valuable nicrehamlise they contained was 
either carried olf, or ijedueed to ashes, Upwards of six 
hundred hotiscs, ami almost all the public buildings, the 
cjjthedrals of St. .lohn and St. Japies, the orphundiouse, 
eight jiarfionage-luMises, eight selHioh, the tj\vn-houH‘, 
and every thing eontained in it, the public weigh-house 
the prison, the archives, and all the other documents of 
the town-council, the plate, and oilier tfiings of viflue, 
j'irseuted to the town, •from time to time, by the eni- 
peiors, kings, and other prtnees and noblemen, were en- 
tlrel) deslfoyed, and more than four hundred citizens were 
killed in this assault. Of the whole town there was left 
standing only one hundred and thirty-eight houses, two 
churches, tlie council, library, and the stlt-work. The 
tpieen of Folaml was so aflfected hy this nielaulludy ac- 
count, that she is said to have fainted away upon hearing 
it, As this city belonged to their friend the king of Poland, 
the Austrians thought proper to tmblisli an excuse for 
their conduct, aserilaiig it entirely to the necessity they 
''(TO niuler, and the obstinate defence made by the Prus- 
hian garrison, But what excuses can atone for such 
bcU'harily? 
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THE PRINCE OF PRUSSi^. LP.AVES THE ARMV. 

f 

I’lir corps under the prince of Priissi:!, which had been 
witnesses to the (lestruelioii of this unhappy place, was, 
bj^the king’s inaich to Bautzen, fortunately extricated 
from'ihe danger of being surrounded by the Austrian^;, 
upon his inaj. sty’s approach, setiied Horn tlieir juist j 
on the rights Soon after this event, the pi iiice of Pi ussia, 
finding his healtli much impaired by the fatigues of tin* 
campaign,* «p<itted the army, and returned to Berlin. In 
thedt»r>£an time, mareschal Keith, who had been left upon 
the frontier, to guard^llie passes of the mountains of Bo- 
hemia, arrived at Pirua, ha\iug been mueh harassed in 
his march by tjic enemy’s irregular troops, and lost some 
waggons of pro\isions and baggage. After resting a day 
at Pirna, he pursued ins march through Dresden with 
twenty battalions, and forty .squacfroiis, and encamped on 
the right of the Elbe, before the gate of the new city, from 
whence he joined the l^iug between Bautzen and Coerlitz. 
fbe PruaTian army, now re-assemblcd at this place, 
''amounted to about sixty thousand men, besides twelve 
battalions and^ten squadrons which remained in the fa- 
mous camp at Pirua, under the prince of Auhault-Dessau, 
to cover Dresden, secure tl* gorges of the mountains, 
and check the incursions of the Austrian irregulars, with 
whom, as they were (ontiimaljy flying about the skirts 
of the Prussian army, as well in their encampments iw 
oil their raarcl^'s, almo.st daily skirmishes happened, with 
various i uccess. Though some of these encouutcrs were 
very bloody, they cost the Prussians much fewer men 
than they lost by desertion since the battle of Kolin. The 
reason seems obvious;— -the Prussian army had been re- 
cruited, in times of peace, from all parts of Germany ; 
and though this way of recruiting may be very proper in 
such times, ytt it cannot be expected to answer in a slate 
of actual war, especially au unfortunate war; because 
the fidelity of such soldiers can never he so much depeiulcd 
on as thi of natives, who serve Ihcir natural sovereign 
from jiriueiplc, and not merely fvr pay, and who utu.d 
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desert tln'ir (ountry# tbei# parerus aifll tlieir friends, at 
the same time that tli^*desert tlieil prince. 

COMMUNICATION BETWEEN ENGLAND AND 
nSTEND BROKE cft-T. 

It will be. proper iiere to take notice of some ev 
which could not easily be mentioned before, without 
breaking through the order we have proposed to our- 
selves in the writing of this history .—The einpress-f|UPen, 
more embittered than ever against the king of PrubsAi and 
his allies, recalled her minister!, count Coloredo aud 
monsieur Zohero from London, towards the beginning of 
July; and about the same time count* Kaunitz, great 
chancc'llor of the empire, informed Mr. Keith, the British 
minister at Vienna, tljat the court of London, by the suc- 
cours it had given, and still continued to give, the king 
of Prussia, as well as by other circumstances r^latiug to 
tne present state of affairs, havin^broken the^olemn en- 
gagements which united this crown with the house of 
Austria, her majesty the empress-queen had thought pro- 
per to recall her minister from Englffd, afid consequently 
to break off all corresp(Aidence. Mr. Keith, in pursuance 
of this notice, set out from*Vienna on the twenty-ninth of 
July; as did also Mr. Desrollcs* his Britannic majesty’s 
minister at the court of Brussels, from this last place, 
alwut the same time. On the seventh of July, general 
Pisa, commandant of Ostend, Nieuport, aid the maritime 
ports of Flanders, sent his adjutant to the Enp^ish vice- 
consul at Ostend, at six o’clock in the morning, to tell 
him, that by orders from his court all communication 
with England was broke off j and desired the vice-consul 
to intimate to the packet-boats and British shipping at 
Ostend, Bruges, and Nieupurt, to depart in twenty-four 
hours, and not to return into any of the ports of tlie 
empress-queen till further disposition should be made. 
The reasons alleged by the court of Vienna for debarring 
the subjects of his Britannic majesty from ftie use of 
these ports, obtaineil for the house of Austria by the arms 
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and treasures of Great Britain, wcr<, Tliat her inij)erial 
majesty the emprwi-queeii, coiiitl not, with indifference, 
see England, instead of giving the suecoure due to her 
by the most solemn treaties, enter into an alliance with 
h^’* enemy the killg of Prussia, and actually afford him 
all manner of assistance, assemlding armies to opi)ose 
«^4^se which the most Christian kiilg, her ally, had sent 
to her aid, a.ul suffering privateers to exercise open vio* 
lence in her roads, under the cannon of her ports and 
coasts, without giving the least satisfaction or answer to 
the ^plaints made on that account; and the king of 
Great Britain himself,' at the very time she was offering 
him a neutrality for Hanover, publishing, by a message to 
his parliament, Viat she had formed, with the most Christian 
king, dangerous designs against that electorate; therefore, 
her majesty, desirous of providing for the security of her 
ports, judged it expedient to give the forementioned or- 
ders ; and at the same time to declare, that she couVl 
no longer nermit a frer communication between her sub- 
jects and the English, which had hitherto been founded 
upon treaties that Great Britain had, without scruple, 
operfy violated,*^ N(f,withstanding these orders, the Eng- 
lish packet-boats, with letters, IVere allowed to pass as 
usual to and from Ostend; thtj ministers of her imperial 
majesty wisely considering how good a revenue the postage 
of English letters brings in to the post-office of the Aus- 
trian Netherlands, (^tend and Nieuport, by order of 
her imperial msi’esty, received each of them a French gar- 
rison; th^ former on the nineteenth of July, and the 
latter the next day, under the command of M. de la 
Motte, upiAi whose . arrival (he Austrian troops evacuated 
those places ; though the empress-queen still reserved to 
herself, in both of them, the full and free exercise of all 
her rights of sovereignty ; tor which purpose an oath was 
administered to the French commandant by her majesty’s 
minister-plenipotentiaiy for the government of tlie Low- 
Countries. At the same time, their imperial and most 
Christian iftaijesties notified to the magistracy of Ham- 
burgh, that they must not admit any English men of wiu 
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or lrans]H»rts, into tlrir p(*t, on pain (fl* having a French 
garrison imposed on Tlio citl of Gneldrcs wliieh 

had been blocked up by the Fi eiieh ever since t lie Ik*" inning 
of siunnitT, was forced by faniiiie to capitulate on the 
twenty-fourth of August, and the gaft-ison marched ^nt 
with all the liunours of war, in order to lie conSucted 
to Berlin; hut so mafly of them deserted, that when {\:f 
passed by Cologn, the whole garrison consistid only of the 
commandant and forty-seven men. By the surrender of 
this jdace the whole counli y lay open to the Frencli and 
their allies quite uji to Magdebourg; and the e..tpress- 
queen immediately received two hundred thousand crowns 
from the revenues of Cleves and la Marcke alone. 

To return to the affairs more immedvtely relating to 
the king of Prussia. The advanced jiosts of the prince of 
Anhault-Dcssau at Pi^na were attacked, on the tenth of 
August, by a body of hussars, and other irregular troops 
(|f the Austrians; but the Prussians soon obliged tliem to 
retire, witu the loss of several nieu and twj^ pieces of 
cannon. On the nineteenth of the same month, early 
in the moniiiig, a great number of Austrian paudours sur- 
rounded a little town called Gotlielf , in ilhich a PriK.sian 
garrison was" quarteredf with a design to take it by sur- 
prise. The pandours attacked it on all sides, and in the 
beginning killed twcnty-tlirce Prussians, and wounded 
many; but the Prussians having rallied, repulsed the as- 
sailants with great loss. These, however, were but a 
sort of preludes to much more decisive ac|iuns which hap- 
pened soon after. Silesia, which had hithertolbeen un- 
disturbed this year, began now to feel the effects of war. 
Baron Jahnus, an Austrian colonel, entering that country 
with only an handful of men, made himself mastet of 
Hirschberg, Waldenberg, Gotteshurg, Frankenstein, and 
Landshut. They were, indeed, but open places; and lie 
was repulsed in an attempt upon Strigau. On the side of 
Franconia the army of the empire was assembling with 
all speed, under the prince of Saxe-Hildburghausen ; the 
French were marching a second army from thlir interior 
provinces into Alsace^ in order U) join the imperialists: 
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the fust ilisiaionoV tbeir troofj^haa already entered tlu* 
enj|»ire, and were advanced as far a's Hanaii, The Swedes 
were now preparing, with the utmost expedition, to send 
a numerous army into Pomerania; and the Russians, who 
sinr! ^he taking dl' Memel, had not done the king of 
Prussia much damage, besides that of obliging him to 
Jftwp an army in Prussia to oppose tttem, and interrujiling 
the trade of •Konigs])erg hy their squadrons, were again 
advancing with hasty strides towards Prussia, marking 
their steps with horrid desolation. Fieid-mareschal Leh- 
waldj^ho had been left in Prussia, with an army of 
thirty thousand men, to guard that kingdom during the 
absence of his master, wiLS euoanq>ed near Velan, when 
the Russians, to- the inimher of eighty thousand, after 
taking Mcinel, advanced against the territories of the 
Prussian king, whose situation now drew upon him the 
attention of all Eurojie. lu tlje night between the seventh 
and eighlli of August, colonel Malaehowsti, one of maroi 
sebal Leht^d’s offieersf marched to reconnoitre tlie posi- 
tion of the enemy, when a skirmish happened, which 
lasted near two hours, between his advanced raiik.s aud 
a R»ls.sian detaihmeift, three times stronger than the 
Prussians. The Russians were fepulsed, &nd fled irdo 
the woods, after having fifty** men killed, and a great 
number wounded. The Prussians lost but one man, and 
had fourteen wounded. 

MARESCHALEEH WALD ATTACKS THE RUSSIANS 
^ NEAR NORKllTEN. 

Sevf.rAL other little skirmishes happened between 
straggling parties of the two armies ; and the Russians 
went on pillaging and laying waste every thing before 
them, till at length the twe armies having approached 
one another in Brandenburgh-Prussia, mareschal Lehwald, 
finding it impossible to spare detachments from so small 
a mimber as his was, compared to that of the enemy, 
to cover tHb wretched inhabitants from the outrages com- 
mitted on them by the Russian cossacks, aud other bar- 
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bariaiis bclong’iiij^ to 5u(l?;eii it alftoluU'ly npci'3«.riry 
to altark their main aftiiy, ami ai^ordinijly, iiutwith- 
slamling his great disadvantage in almost every respeet, 
he resolved to haisard aljattle on the tliirtieth ol August. 
The Russians, consisting, as we before tihserved, of ^ig’ity 
thousand Regulars, under tlie command of imiresehal 
Ajiraxin, avoiding thtf open field, were inUTuehed in'-..* 
most advantageous cam|> near Norkitton •in Prussia. 
Their army was com|>ose<l of four lines, each of which 
was guarded by an iiilrcnchmeiit, and the whole was de> 
iemled by two hundred pieces of eannon, batteries being 
placed upon all lh(' eminences. MaJieschal Lehwald’s army 
scarcely amounted to thirty thousand men. The action 
began at fi\c in the morning, and was catried on with so 
much vigour, that the Prussians entirely broke the whole 
first line of the enemy, and forced all their batteries. The 
ttrince of Holsteiu-Gottorp, bix ther to the king of Sweden, 
atjthe head of his regiment of dragoons, routed the Rus- 
sian cavalry, and afterwards fell upSii a reginif^^^ of griw 
nadiers, wliich was cut to pieces; but when the Prussians 
I'iime to the second intrcnchi.,cnt, mareschal Lehwald, 
si'eing (bat he could not attemjit to»ca^^y^t without ex- 
posing his aroty too mut*l), took the resolution to retire. 
The Prussians returned to Iheir former camp at Velau, 
and the Russians remained in their present situation. The 
loss of the Prussians little exceeding two thousand killed 
amt wounded, was immediately replaced out of the dis- 
ciplined militia. The Russians lost a mucll greater num- 
ber. General Lapucliin was wounded and taken ^isoner, 
with a colonel of the Russian artillery; but the former 
was sent back on his jiarole. The Prussian army ’had, 
at first, made therasehes masters of above eighty piecls 
t)f cannon ; but were afterwards obliged to abandon them, 
with eleven of their own, for* want of carriages. Three 
Russian geuer.als were killed ; but the IVussians lost no 
general or officer of distinction, of which rank count Dolma 
was tile only one that was wounded. ^ 
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PRUSSIA. 

After this enf^ag’ement, mareschul Lfhwahl clianj^t'd 
th-; position of his army, by (]rawiii*j towards Pettrswalil; 
ami the Rubsians, after remaining quite iiiaetive ii]I tlic 
‘Ttiirteenth of Se[»t ember, on a snddAi, to the {4 real surjjrise 
of every out, retreated out of Prussia with such precipi- 
tation, tiiat they left all their sick and wounded behind 
them, to the amouut of fifteen or sixteen thousand men, 
tojjeTher with erj>hty pieces of eannoii, and a consider.tble 
part of their military ♦dores. Mareschal Apraxin masked 
his desij^ii by advancin:^ all his irregulars towards the 
Prussian army', so that mareschal Lehwald was not in- 
formed of it till the third day, when he delaelied prince 
George of Holstein with ten thousand horse to puriue 
them; but with little hopes of coming up with them, as 
they inqde forced marches, in order to be the sooner, in 
their owj^eounlry. Filovvever, the Prussians took some of 
them prisoners, and many stragglers were killed by the 
country people in their flight towards ’’I'iUit, which they 
abiftidoned, thiugh still kept Memel, and sliorily alter 
added some new fortifKatious tirthat place. They made 
their retreat in two columns’, one of whieh directed \U 
course towards Memel; while the other took the nearest 
way through the bailiwick of Absternen, and threw bridges 
over the river Jura, Both columns burnt every village 
they passed tfe’ough without distinction. The Prussians 
were olkiged to desist from the pursuit of these barbarians, 
because the bridges, thrown over the river Memel, had 
been'destroyed by the violence of the stream. The Russian 
amiy suffered greatly for want ofhread, as all the countries 
were ruined through winch it passed, so that they could 
procure no sort of subsisteire hut herbage and rye-bread. 
All the roads W('rc strewed with dead bodies of men and 
horses. The real cause of this sudden retreat is as great 
a mystery as the reason of slopping so long, the year be- 
fore, (*n \he borders of Lithnaui.i ; though thi* oeeasioii ol 
it is said to have hetm the illnesi^*itf the ezurma, who 
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,s^'l/c(l with a Iviiiil fit, aul li.ul made .scmie 

MOW roi^ulalions ill oaso vaoanoy ^ ilu* throne, whidi 
rendered it exjM'dient that the regular forces shonUl be 
at baud, to support the measures laheu ])y the govern- 
ment. 

FRKNCn AND IMPERIALISTS TAKE GOTMA/. 

• 

Tiifl king of Prussia, after remaining for some tune 
MKMniped iK-tWK'ij Bautzen ami Goerlitz, removed his 
ho.ul-(iuar(orsti) Borubtedel ; and on the lifleenthof Attgnst 
his (tnny came in sight of the Austrian ramp, and within 
c.innon-shot of it: upon which the Austrians struck their 
tents, ami drew up in order of battle Ix-jpre their ramp. 
Tlie king formed his army over tigainst them, ami imme- 
diately went to recoinioitre the ground between the armies ; 
hut, as it was then late, he deferred the mure exact exa- 
miuatiou of that circumstance till the next day. The two 
aAnics (ontinued under arms all right. Next morniug, 
at lircak oi day, the king found the Austrians ?{icanipcd 
with tlieir right at the river VVeisle; the rest of their army 
extended along a rising ground, at th^ foot A)f a mountain 
cmercdwitli wood, which protected their left; and licfore 
ti'cir front, at the huttiim oft the hill on which they were 
diawn up, was a .small brook, passable only in three places, 
and fur no more than four or five men a-hreast. Towards 
tilt' left cf llieir army was an opening, where three or four 
ij'dtalioiis might have marched in front; bii%behind it they 
had jdaeed tlirce lines of infantry, and on a hiH which 
Hanked this opening, within musket-shot, were placed four 
thousand foot, with forty or fifty pieces of caunon‘ so 
that, in reality, this was the strongest jiart of their camp. 
’1 he king left nothing undone to bring the Austrians to 
battle; but finding them ahstjlulely bent on avoiding it, 
alter lying four days before them, lie and his army re- 
1 unit'd to their camp at Bernstedcl. They were followed 
by some of the enemy’s hussars and pandours, who, how- 
"'ir, had not the satisfaction to lake the sniall^t booty 
hi this retreat. The A«stri.in army, which thus declined 



O'; :ii or omut iU{iTAi(4. cu. xiv, 

w'l'?, 1/y llu'ir owij aortKiut, nn hundred and 
t'l’.ity thoa«aTid sUirif.’;, more ttiha douhle the number of 
tlie Ivingf of I’nissiii, who, ilic d.iy he r^'tunied to Berii- 
stedel, after he h'ld retired about two thou&and yards, 
aj^dt^drew up his* army in line of battle, and remained so 
upwards of an hour, Imt not a man stirred from the An- 
•^ian camp. The army of the ehijure, eommaiided by 
the prince t/ Saxediildber«hansen, ami that of the French 
under the jtrince de Souhise, makin»' tofjelher abt»ut fifty 
thuusuiid men, half of w hich were iTerich, had by this time 
J(jinrd, and arlvauced as far as Erfurth in Saxony; upon 
''hich hisPrusdan ma^jesi), fiiulin^ihat all his endeavours 
could not hrin;; the Austrians to an enj^af^cment, set out 
from Lusatia, cceompanied hy mareschal Keith, with six- 
teen battalions and forty squadrons of his troops, and ar- 
rived at Dresden on the twenty-idnth of August, leaving 
the rest of the army in a strong camp, under the prinec 
of lit vern. With this detachment, which, by the junction 
of sevenj^hodies of trtiops, amounted to about forty thou- 
sand men, he made a quick march, by the way of Leipsic 
towards Erfurt li, to give battle to the united array of the 
Fr<‘nch and tAe cni-pirc. Bur hy the time he arrived at 
Erfurth, which was on the fourteenth of Septenil)er, the 
enemy liad retreated toward^.Gotha; and upon his further 
approach, they retired to Eyescnacli, where they intrenched 
themselves in a very strong camp. His majesty’s liead- 
quarters were at Kirsehlahen, near Erfurth. While the 
two armies were thus situated, major-general Seydelitz, 
who ocC'upicd the town of Gotha, being informed, on the 
nineteenth, that a large body of the enemy was coming 
towards him, and that it consisted of two regiments of 
Anjstrian hussars, one regiment of French hussars', and a 
detachment made up of French grenadiers, troops of the 
army of the empire, and -a great number of Croats and 
pandours, retired, and posted himself at some distance. 
The enemy immediately took possession of the town apd 
castle; but general Seydelitz, having been reinforced, at- 
tacked the enemy with such vigour, that he soon obliged 
them to abandon tins new conquest, and to retire with great 
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|i 3 T!‘ipitalion; a rcpi^rt having Ix'cn spr^atl, that thu Prus- 
sian army \va»^ advrinringj against l^em, with tlie king 
iiinist'lf ill person, 'riie Prussian hussars took a consiiler- 
:il)le booty on this occasion, and general Scydelitz sent 
prisoners to the camp, one lieutcnHnt|(;o1onel, three ma- 
jors, four lieutenants, and sixty-two soldiers of the Aieftiy, 
wlio li.ul aKo about lyi hundred and thirty killed. Afte|| 
this IK lion his Prihsiaii majesty advanced iiejr Eyesenacdi, 
with a design to attack the combined army; but they 
were so strongly lutrciiehed, lliat he found it impracticable. 
i(is provisions falling short, he was obliged to retire to- 
wards Lrfurlh, and soon after to Nannibuigb, on the 
river S.ilii; when upon the coinbincd army marched, and 
again look possession of Gotha, Erfurth^ and VV^ciman: 
which last place, however, they soon after quitted, 

ACTION EETWEE>f THE PRUSSIANS ANU AUS- 
TRIANS NEAR COERLITZ. 

IIi'ON the king of Prussia’s leaving Herii.!^del, the 
Austrians took possession of it on the sixth of September, 
and made prisoners a Prussian battalion yhich had been 
left tberc. The next djiy fifteen thousand Austrians at- 
tacked two battalions of general Winterlield’s troops, 
being part of the prince of Bevi'i u’s army, who were posted 
on a high ground on the other side of the Neiss, near 
Ilemibrsdortr, in the iieighliourhood of Goerlitz; and, 
after being repulsed several times, at last inade themselves 
masters of the emiiieiiee. The loss, in this af^^ion, wai 
Considerable oii both sides, but greatest on that of the 
Prussians, not so much by the number of iheir slain, which 
searady exceeded that of the Austrians, as by the de^th 
of their lirave general Wiuterfield, who, as be was lead- 
ing up succours to the battalions that were engaged, re- 
ceived a shot from a camion, *of which he died the night 
following. The generals Nadasti and Cleriei, count d’Ar- 
berg, colonel Elriekhausen, and several other persons of 
distinction, were wounded, and tlie young countf of Groes- 
beck ami (lie nianiuis irAsipie killed, on the side of the 
VoL. V. K 
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Austrians, who took six pieces of tlij; Prussian cannon, 
six pair of ihcir colours, ami iuudc (general Kemeke, the 
count (rAulialt, aiul^lioiiic other olin crs, priMouers, Alter 
tljis skirmish, the priuce of Bevern, with the Prussian 
army under his comiuarul, retreated from Goerlitz to 
Ko^'licphtTs;, then passed the Queiss at vSygersdorff, from 
whence he marched to Buiitzlau, in Silesia, and on the 
ffRt of October reached Breslau, without suffering any 
h)ss, though the numerous army ()f the Austrians followed 
him for some days. Upon his arrival there, he chose a 
veiy stnmg camp on the other side of the Oder, in order 
to cover the city of Breslau, to the lortifications of which 
he immediately added s4:vcral new works. Though neither 
side had any very signal advantage in this engagement, 
more than thatf'the Aiistriams remained masters of the 
field, yet great rtyoicing'* were made at Vienna on ac- 
count of it The death of genera^ Winterfield wa^, in- 
deed, an irreparable loss to his Prussian majesty, who re- 
ceived at .the same time the news of this misfortune, aurl 
of the S^des having*‘now actually begun hostilities in 
k. Pomerania. 

THE FRENCli OBLIGE FERDINAND TO RETIRE. 

A BODY of tlic French, wlio, fet loose iigaiiist the kiiijc of 
Prussia, by the ever-meinorable and shameful convention 
of tloster-Seveii, had entered the territories of Hallxjr- 
fitadl arid Magdeliourg, were worsted at Eglen by a party 
of six hundred <Aien, under the command of count Horn, 
whom pAhee Ferdinand of Brunswick had detached from 
a body of troops with which his Prussian majesty had sent 
him to defend those countries. I’he Prussians took pri- 
sort'ers the count de Lusigiian, colonel, eighteen other 
French officers, and four hundred soldiers, and made them- 
selves masters of a, considerable liooty in baggage, &c. 
with the loss of only two men ; and, moreover, a French 
officer and forty men were made prisoners at Halberstadt. 
Upon this check the French evacuated the country of 
Ualbcrstait for a little while, but returning again on the 
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tweiity-nintliof hcjjteHibcjHvilh a couslfliiMblo l•(’irJfor^•«‘. 
nu'iit from maroschLil Riohcbou’s anuy, wliu-li ho now 
( iiiihl easily spare, prince rcrdinanil was ohli^eil l(» relire 
to VVinslcbcn, near the city of Mugdclxmig. The’dang:crs 
which had been hitherto kejit at a flistance Iroiy t^ie 
I’liissiun doniinioih, by the surprisiui!; activity of tlieir 
kin^, now drew neared, and inenact-d them on all sid(. .% 
M<ir(schal Uichelicu, with eighty battalions find an him- 
dred sijnadrons, entered the country of Halberstadt, and 
levied immense contribiitioiis; whilst the allied army of 
I he French and imperialists, being joined by six thousand 
men under general Laudohn, who liHid just defeated a rogi- 
ment of Prussian -cavalry near Krfnrth, rnarclied to VVis- 
sentels, a city in tlic very centre of Thuringia. 7’he Swedes 
h.nl actually taken some towns in PonuMMiiia, and were 
advancing to besiege Sietin, and the Austrians, who had 
made themselves masters of Lignitz, and a considerable 
pgrt of Silesia, had now laid siege to Sehweidpitz, and 
were preparing to pass the Oder, order to ^^taek the 
priiiei* of lieveni in his camp near Breslau. In the mean 
time they made frequent and always destructive incuisious 
into Brandeiilmrgh ; to oppose whieWiis Pfussian majesty 
oniered detHehmeiits friftii all his regiments in those parts 
to join tiie militia of the country, and sent the prince of 
Aidmult'Dessau from Leipsic, with a body of ten thou- 
s;u]<) men, to guard Berlin, whilst he himself marched 
with the troops under his command to Interheck, on the 
frontier of the Lower Lusatia, to he the tiore at hand to 
cover Brandeiiburgli, and preserve the commtnicaliou 
with Silesia. 

Whilst these precautions were taking, general HaAdick, 
with fiileen or sixteen thousand Austrians, entered Br^n- 
denlmrgh on the sixteenth of October, and th(! next day 
iU‘ri\ed before BeiTni, of which city he demanded a con-* 
irihutiou of six hundred lliousand crowns; but contented 
liimseif with two liimdred and ten lliousand. The Au- 
strians pillageil two of Ibe suburbs ; hut before they could 
du anv furthci mischief, they were oldiged to ret iTe in great 
hubte, at the djipioaclf of the prince of AnhauU-Dessau, 
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whose vani^tianl hitored IheioitY ii. the eveii’m« of theii- 
departure. This .'ilafm, howeve^jtjblijred the queen and the 
royal family of Prusda to n move to Mfiplehimr^ on the 
twenty-third; and the uio^l valuable reeords were sent to 
tl^§ fqrt of Spanda'^j, at the conflux of tlie HuvO ainl the 
Sphre. Oil the other hand, the mifortunate iidialntanls of 
ifeiijisic now felt most S(;vcrely the crliel fHV(*ls of the power 
of their new^master. The Prussian eonimandant in that 
city had, by order of the king, demanded of them three hun- 
dred thousand crowns, a sum far greater than it was in 
their power to raise. This truth they represented, but in 
vain. The .short timeiailowcd them to furnish their con- 
tingents being expired, and all their efforts to comply willi 
this demand having [iroved iiieflectual, they were sub- 
jected to the rigours of military execution ; in eonsequenee 
of which their houses were occupied by the soldiery, who 
seized upon the best apartments, and lived at di'»cretion ; 
but the sum demanded could not be found. Such w^is 
the situajjjini of this digressed city^ when, on the (iiteenth 
of October, an express arrived, with advice that his Ihns- 
sian majesty would soon be there; and accordingly he 
arrived a few ^uinutitis after, attended by his life-guards. 
fVt the same time, a rum 'ur was spread that the city would 
be delivered up to pillage, vfhich threw the iiihaliitaiits 
into the utmost consternation. Their fears, however, in 
that respect were soon abated, by his miflcsty’s declaring, 
that he was willing to .spare the place, upon cotulition that 
half the sum I'^ijuired .should he immediately paid. All 
that co^ld be done w'as to collect among the merchants, 
traders, and others, fifty thousand crowns ; hills of exchange 
wereVlrawn upon Amsterdam and Lomlon for seventy thou- 
sai<jd crowns, and hostages were given, by way of .seeiiiily, 
for the payment of thin v thousand more within a time 
’ which was agreed on. But still, notwiihstamling this, 
the military execution was eoutiimed, even with greater 
rigour than before, and all the eomfort the wretched iulia- 
bitanls could obtain was, that it should cease whenever 
advice shliuld he received that their hills were accepted. 
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llAll’LtoV KOSI'kV'M. 

Tin: king of Pi ussia had tried ‘Several tiinos. to bring the 
f'oinhined army under the princ(‘s Saxe-Ililhurghausen and 
Souhise to an engagement upon fair gi^)uiu1 ; hut fhniing 
them bent on declining it, notwithstanding the superiority 
of tlieir numbers, he fiad recourse to one of those strok^a* 
in war, by which a general is Iwtter seen tharrt)y the gain- 
ing of a \ietory. He made a feint, soon after the begin- 
ning of October, as if he intended nothing more than to 
secure his own dominions, and march his army into win- 
lir-iinarlers hack to Berlin, lea\iugfniareschal Keitli, with 
only seven or eight thousand men, to defend Leipsic. 
Upon thi.s the enemy took courage, passttl the Sala, and 
having marched up to the city, summoned the inareschal 
to surrendiT; to which he answered, that the king, his 
master, had ordered him to defend the place to the last 
ey remity, and he would obey his orders. The enemy then 
tlioiiglit of besieging Ibc city; l)ut,^)efore they j^uld pre- 
pare an) oncimplementfortliat purpose, they were alarmed 
by tlie approaci) of the king of Prussia, who, judging that 
his feint would probably induce thJm to^take the step 
they did, had, by previttiis and p^i^atc orders, collected 
together all his distant detaflunents, some of which were 
twenty leagues asunder, and was advancing, by long 
marches, to Leij>sir; u}>on notice of which the enemy re- 
passed the Sala. The Prussian army was re-assembled on 
tin’ Iwciity-seventli of Oetoljer, and remaiued at Leipsic 
the twenty-eighth and twenty-ninth, when everybody ex- 
pi eted a battle would he fought in the plains of Lutzen. On 
the thirtieth, the king drew nigh that place, and on the 
tbirty-first, in his way through Wcisscnfells and MeriS- 
Ijourg, lie made live hundred men prLoners of war. The 
c’ombincd army had rcpas.sed the Sala at Weisseiifcls, Meres- 
hourg, and Halle, where they broke down the bridges; hut 
these wore soon repaired, ami the whole Prussian army, 
simountiug to no more than twenty thousand men, having 
I'asscd that ri\er, through these towns, in e.'wdi of which 
lljcy left aluttalioii, jidrtud again on the third ofNovember, 
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in the eveninf?, o^tr against Kie enuniy, whnse forces con- 
sisted of forty thoo^aiid French, 5tid twciily-fi\c thousand 
imperialists. On the fifth, about nine o’clock in t he morn- 
ing, the I’nissiaus received intelligence that the enemy were 
mofion. Tiiey likewise heard tlie ilruras heat- 
ing the march, and, so near were the two armies to each 
••ther, plainly perceived from their ftain}), that their whole 
infantry, which had drawn nearer uih)u the rising grounds 
over against them, was filing off towai ds their right. No 
certain judgment could, however, yet he formed of the 
enemy's real design, and as they were in want of bread, 
it was thought probaWe that they intended to repass the 
Unstrut j hut it was soon perceived that their several mo- 
tions were cont’^adictory to each other. At the same time 
that some of their infantry were filing oif towards their 
right, a large body of cavaliy wheeled round towards their 
left, directing its march all along to the rising grounds 
with which the whole Prussian camp, that lay in a hotlipn 
between the villages f Rederow and Roshach, was sur- 
rounded within the reach of large cannon. Soon after 
that, the cavalry wore seen to halt, and afterward to fall 
back to the right ; though some of them still remained 
where they were, whils' the rest marched hack, Abo>it 
two in the afternoon the dAibts of the Prussians were 
cleared up j it plainly a[»pearing then that the enemy in- 
tended to attack them, and that their dispositions were 
made with a view to surround them, and to opmi the 
action by atta*ikiiig them in the rear. A body of reserve 
was posll*d over against Rederow, to fall upon their routed 
troops, in case they should be defeated, and to prevent 
theii^’retiring to Meresbourg, the only retreat which couhi 
tken have been left tliem. In this situation the king of 
Prussia resolved to attack them. His majesty had deter- 
mined to make the attack, with one wing only, and the 
disposition of the enemy made it necessary tliat it should 
he the left wing. The very instant the battle was going 
to l)egin, his majesty ordered the general who commanded 
the righf wing to decline engaging, to take a proper po- 
sition in consequence thereof, anvl, above all, to prevent 
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liis 1)ein|; suiTOiiinli'd. •All cavalry ofitlie right wing of 
the Prosbian'?, cxf<‘pt t\v« ftr three sqi%(lrous, liad already 
marched to the left at lull gallop; aud being arrived at 
the place assigned them, they funned over against that of 
the enemy. 'J'liey then moved on immediately, the eiiemv’s 
advanced to meet them, and tin* charge was very tiercr , 
several regiments of t»he French coming on with great « 
resolution. The advantage, however, was en^rely on the 
side of the Prussians. The enemy's cavalry being routed, 
were pursued for a considerable lime with great spirit, hut 
having afterwards reached an emineiiee, which gave them 
an opportunity of rallying, the Prussian cavalry fell upon 
them afre-sh, and gave them so total a defeat, that tiny 
fled in the utmost disorder. This ha]>pr^ied at four in 
the afternoon. Whilst the cavalry of the Prussians charged, 
their infantry opened, '(he enemy cannonaded them briskly 
during this interval, and did some execution, but the 
Pjjussiau artillery was not idle. After tliis cannonading 
had continued on both sides a foil quarter of an hour, 
without tiie least intermission, the fire of the^infantiy 
began. The enemy could not stand it, nor resist the 
valour of the Prussian foot, who gal^ntlyimarchcd up to 
their batteries, I'he biJlterics were carried one after an- 
other, and the euciny wert forced to give way, which 
they did in great eonfusion. As the left wing of the Prus- 
sians advanced, the right elianged it.s position, and having 
soon met with a small rising ground, they availed them- 
selves of it, by jdanting it with sixteen pUyesof heavy ar- 
tillciy. The fire from thence was partly pointftri at (he 
enemy’s right, to increase the disorder there, aud took, 
their left wing in front, which was excessively galled 
thereby. At five the victory was decided, the cannomvl- 
ing ceased, and the enemy fled on all sides. They were 
pursued as long as there was qny light to distinguish them, 
and it may be said, that night alone was the prescmtiiMi 
of this army, which had liceu so formidable in the morn- 
ing. They took the benefit of the darkness to hurry into 
Fryburgh, and there to repass the Unstrut, whitfc they did 
on the morning of the^ixtb, after a whole night’s march. 
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I'he kmii'iJl' out rjrly mornioi;’ (o pmsji. 

with all liis ^<‘avalr}s si/pj^orlcd hy four haKalioih 
of givnadiers, the fullowiiig thoiii iti Iwocoluiutis 

The eni:iny hatl passed tl)c Umtrut at Frylnirgh, when 
Prnssians arrived on its hanks, and as they had hiirnt 
the bridge, it, became neces.sai7 to make another, wljicli, 
*ihow<*ver, was soon done. 'Fhe cavaliy passed fir.4, hut 
could not eijine up with the enemy till five in the even 
ing, upon the hills of Kekeisherg. It was then too late 
to force them there, for which reason the king thought 
proper to eanton his army in the nearest villages, and to 
he .‘satisfied with the*xueecss bis hussars had in lakiu;:; 
near three hundred baggage waggons, and ever) thlnii 
they (ontained* The whole loss of the Prussians in this 
important engagement, did not exceed fno hundred men 
killed and wounded. Among tlie formiT was general 
Meiueke, and among the latter prince Henry and general 
Seydelitz, 'Phe enemy lost sixty-four pieces of cannon,^ a 
great many siandarda and colours, near three thousand 
men killSIl on the field of battle, and upwards of eight 
thousand taken prisoners, among whom were several gene* 
ruls, and olht!^ olllifrs of distinction. Three hundred 
waggons were sent to Lc ipsic, ladon with wounded Freneli 
and Swiss. Upon the approach of the Pru.ssians towards 
Kekersberg, the enemy retreated with great precipitation ; 
and, after marching all night, arrived the next day at lir 
fiirlh, iu the utmost want of every necessary of lift', not 
having had a njrirse! of bread for two days, during wliieh 
they haA'beeii obliged to live upon turnips, radishes, ami 
other roots, which they dug out of the earth. The French, 
uudef the duke de Richdieu, wen/ preparing to go into 
winter-quarters; but, utwn the news of this deieat of the 
combined army, they again put themselves in motion, 
and a large detachment of |.hem advanc(*d as far as Du* 
di.Tstadt, to favour the retreat of their countrymen undei 
the prince de Souhise, who, with gn‘a( precipitancy, made 
the best of their way from Erfurlh to tlie county of 
Hohensteki, and from thence bent their march toward^. 
Ilalhcrstadt. Ui t he rc'inaliis of lh« imperial ai my, which 
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wih now almost entin^ly disyersed, wbolri bodies deMwtt fl, 
and went over 'o the kiiyf if Prussia, S^ou after the l)atlle. 

THE AHSTRiANS TAKE SCHWEIDNITZ, 

Whilst bis Prussian majesty was tbussuecesslul a^'fimst 
the French and iinperittlists, the Austrians, wlio had care-* 
fully avoided coming to an open engage ir.eiij with him, 
gained ground apace in Silesia. A detachment of their 
army, under the command of count Natlasti, had alreatly 
invested Schweidiiit/i, and ojiened the trciiclics before it on 
the twenty-sixth of Oetolxir. The Prussian garrison, eom- 
ni.inded hy general dc la Motte Fuuquet, detei mined to 
defend the plaee as long as possible ; andgaccordingly on 
tlie thirtietli they made a sally, in wliich they killed, 
wounded, find took ])risoui*rs, eight hundred of the be- 
siegers, and did some damage to llieir works ; hut on the 
sixth of November the Austrians i)cgan to cannonade the 
cii^' furiously, and on the eleventh made themselves 
masters of tlie ramparts by assault. The garrisSi, how- 
ever, having takim care, during the siege, to throw up 
a strong intremdiment in the inar^ct-])I%ce, retreated 
thither, and held out till^he next day, when theysurren- 
di’red themselves prisoners of war. After the reduction 
of this place, general Nadasti, leaving in it a sutbeient 
garrison, marclied with tlie remainder of his troops, and 
joined the main army of the Austrians, under the com- 
mand of prince Charles of Lorraine and irnypcschal Daun, 
''ho, whilst he was busied in the siege of Schweidnitz, had 
iiivesti'd Breslau on the left of the Oder; the prince 
of Bevern defending it on the right, where he was stnAgly 
cucumped, with his little army, under tlie cannon of tliH 
t'hy. The whole army of the Austrians being now re-as- 
sembled, and intelligence having been brought, not only 
of the king of Piussias late victory near Leipsic, hot also 
that he was advancing to the relief of the prince of Bevern, 
it was resolved immediately to aitaek the last in his in- 
trenchments. Accordingly, on the twenty-seeonfl.of No- 
vember, about nine in the morning, the Austrians begau 
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a most furious \lisdiar»e oU tljeiiu'annon, loily <>{ Nvliii li 
were twonty-fou/ pouiuleis, this coiitinueil witlidiit 
ceasirig till one, when it was succeeded by a severe fire of 
their small arms, which lasted till five in the cveiiiiis^, Tl*fc 
^*russians, with ‘uudaunted I'esolution, stood two of the 
most violent attacks that wert' ever made ; but at the third, 
overpowered by numbers, and as4'ailed on both sides, thc) 
began to li*se ground, and were forced to retire from our 
intrenchnient to another. In this extremity, night com- 
iug on, the Prussian generals fearing their intrench 
merits would he entirely forced, and that they should llicii 
he totally defeateil, t^iought proper to retreat. The iirince 
of Bevern, with the greatest part of the army, retired to 
an emiiieneeion the banks of the Oder, whilst the rest ol 
I he troops threw themselves into Breslau, which they 
might have defended, in all probability, till the king had 
come to its relief. But, on the twenty-fourth, their com- 
mander in chief, the prince of Bevern, going to recon- 
iioilre the enemy, tvith only a single groom to attend 
him, lell in among a party of Croats, who look liiin pri- 
soner.® H is array, thus deprived of their general, retreated 
northward that nkjht, leaving in Breslau only four lial- 
talions, who, the next day, surfendered the jilaee by capi- 
I Illation, one of the arliclesW which was, that they should 
not serve against the empress, or her allies, for two years. 
All the magazines, chests, artillery, &c. remained in the 
hands of the Austrians. "J'he garrison marched out witli 
all military honours, conducted hy general Leswitz, g 
vernof of Breslau. Though the Austiians sung Te Ikurn. 
for this victoiy, they owneil that such another woubl jmi 
an ‘end to their army, for it cost them the lives of twchc 
‘tlionsami men ; a number almost ccpial to the whole (»f llu' 
Prussian army before the battle, "J'bcy had lour ahnos' 
iriaccossihle intrencliments to force, planted thick with 
cannon, which fired eartridge-shot from nine in the 
morning till the evening, and the Prussians, when at- 
tacked, were never once put into ilie least confuslen 
AmongNhe slain, on the side of the Austrians, were gene- 
ral Wurbcii, and bcvci al other ofllcers of disl inr lion. Ti'*’ 
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lt)ss of lli(i Prnssians iHJ not nuifh ex(’«jp(l throe ihou- 
men, in killed, woi^icled, and p?l^>oners, of which 
lii^t Iberc were al«ju( sixteen hundred. Their general 
Kleist was found dead on the field ol battle 

MARESCHAL KEITH LAYS ROHEMIA UNDER 
(dlNTRIBUTION. 

Tiir. kiiii? of Prussia, who, like Cffsar, thougtit nothin"; 
a « done while any thing was left undone, stayed no longer 
at Roisbach than till the routed forces of the French and 
inipeiiilisls, whom he had defeated ^here on the fifth of 
Nincmber, were totally dispersed. Then he marched di- 
rectly with the greatest part of his army for ^ilesia, and on 
the twenty-fourth of that month arrived at Naumburg on 
till' (jueiss, a little river whieh runs into the Bol)i)er, 
having in his route detached inareschal Keith, with the 
rest of his army, to clear Saxony from all the Austrian 
)><uflos, and then to make an irruption into Bohe'mia, a 
H'lMce which he performed soefFeefually, as to rafa’I? large 
eoiilnhiitions in the cireh s of Satz and Leitmeritz, and 
even to give aii alarm to Prague itselL Hir^ majesty re- 
''ened kii* himself only fifteen thoiband men, with whom 
In advanced, with his usual raj^dity, to Barcliweitz, where, 
iioi withstanding all that had Imppeucd at Schweidnitz ami 
at Bn-slau, he was joined by twenty-four thousand more; 
l>«irt of them troops which he had ordered from Saxony, 
part the remains of the army lately commanded by the 
pi ince of lievern, and part the late garrison oftehweijlnitz, 
which had found means to escape from the Austrians, and 
accidentally joined their king upon his maivh.^ With tins 
lorct, thougli greatly inferior in number to that of the, 
‘-“•lemy, he resolved to attack the Austrians, who were 
•ntrenclied at Lissa near Breslau. On the fourth of Decern* 
W he seized upon tlieir ovens at Neumarck, and upon a 
considerable magazine, guarded by two regiments of Croats, 
who retired to a rising ground, wdiere his majesty ordered 
Ids hussars to surround them, and send a trumpet tw sum- 
»‘on them to surrender tljemsclves prisoners of war. Upon 



108 lllSTOUy OF CtllvlT liKITAfN. Cii. XIV. 

llirir refusal, the hussars of Ziethen fell upon them sal)rc 
in h<ind, and suinqr hundred! I'f tllem having; been cut in 
pieces, the rent threw down their arms, bei^j;in|^ for quar- 
ter on their knees. After this seizure, and after having 
di'itrihiited to hin army the bread prepared for his enemies, 
7«e fiegan again the next morning his march towards Lissa. 
(ieinTal Ziethen, who led the vangpard of light-horse, about 
seven in tiie morning fell in with a body of Austrian hus- 
sars, and fnrec regiments of Saxon dragoons, which were 
the very best cavalry the enemy had left after the battle of 
the Iwenty-sceond. They bad been detached by the Aus- 
trians, in order to retard the king's march, and to con- 
ceal their own, till their batteries should he completed; 
for, as they held the small number of the Prussians in con- 
tempt, their*’iiitention was to have met the king two 
(iennaii miles from their iutrenchments. I'he Austrian 
cavalry having been vigorously Repulsed to a consiilerahle 
distance, general Ziethen perceived that their whole army 
was firrming. He i^mmediately acquainted the king t;itli 
what lipharl discovered, and his majesty, after having him- 
self observed the disposition of the enemy, made his own 
with that sagacity and despatch for which he has always 
been remarkable. * The action^ began by attacking a hat- 
ter} of forty pieces of largg cannon, which covered the 
right wing of the enemy. The two battalions of guards, 
with the regiments of the margrave Charles and of 
Itzcnplitz, marched up, amidst a most terrible lire, to the 
very mouths of the cannon, with their bayonets screwed. 
In th^s attac't the Prussians sustained their greatest loss, 
though the'hattery was carried as soon almost as they could 
rci^'.h it : then the enemy's artillery, now turned against 
themselves, played furiously upon them with their own 
powder. From that instant tlie two wings and the ceulic 
of the Prussians continued to drive the enemy before 
them, advancing all the time with that firm and regular 
pace for wliicli they have always been renowned, without 
ever hailing or giving way. The ground which the Au- 
striansiocoupied was very advantageous, and every circum- 
stam^e that could render it mope so had been improved 
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to the utmost by the ti)hg^i!cc aud s 1 (i& of eouitt ])aun, 
who, reraeinbciing his former success, was emboldened 
U) enter tlie lists again with his royal antagonist. The 
Prussians, however, no way terrified by^the enemy’s situ- 
ation, nor their numbers, went calmly and dreadfully f<.f- 
ward. Jt was almost ,iiripos.sible, in the beginning, for 
the Prussian cavalry to act, on account of the impedi- 
iiients of fallen trees, which the enemy had cut down and 
l.iid in the field of battle, to retard their apj)roach; but a 
judicious disposition which the king made overcame that 
ciisudvantage. When he first forij^ed his army, he had 
placed four battalions behind the cavalry of his right wing, 
foreseeing that general Nada.sti, who was placed with a 
corps of reserve on the enemy’s left, designed to take him 
ill tlaiik. It happened as he had foreseen, this general’s 
horse attacked the king's right wing with great fury ; but 
he was received with so severe a fire from the four batta- 
litfis, that he was obliged to retire in^disorder. The enemy 
gave way on all sides ; hut at some distance recoveMd them- 
•^1 Ives, and rallied three times, animated by their officers, 
and by the superiority of their numbere. Eyery time they 
made a stand, the Prussii^s attacked them with redoubled 
vigour, and with success equ^ to their bravery. Towards 
night, the enemy, still retreating, fell into disorder. Their 
two wings fled in confusion} one of them, closely pressed 
I'O' the king, retired towards Breslau, and took shelter 
under the cannon of that city; the other* nursued by the 
greatest part of the light cavalry, took tneir fljjfht to- 
wards Canth and Schweidnitz. Six thousand Austrians 
fell in this engagement, and the Prussians, who Imdeoiily 
live hundred men killed, and two thousand three hun- 
dred wounded, made upwards of ten thousand of the 
Pneiiiy prisoners, among whom were two hundred and 
ninety-one ofiicers. They took also an hundred and six- 
teen cannon, fifty-one colours and standards, and four 
thousand waggons of ammunition and baggage. The con- 
sequences that followed this victory declared itf import- 
ttnee. Future ages w\|l read with astonishment, that 
the same prince, who but a few montlis before seemed 
Voi V. 1^ 
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on fbe ver{je of inevitable rum* pie'rely by the dint of his 
ownabiiilies; without the assistance of any friend whatever, 
with troops perpetually harassed by long and painful 
inarches, and by ,''ontinual skirmishes and battles, not 
oilly Retrieved his affairs, which almost every one, except 
,hims<*lf, thought past redress; but,. in the midst of winter, 
in countries where it was judged next to impossible for 
any troops to keep the field at that season, conquered 
the united force of France and the empire at Rosbach, 
on the fifth of November ; and on the same day of the 
very next month, wit^i a great part of the same army, 
was at Lissa, where he again triumphed over all the power 
of the bouse of Austria. Pursuing his advantage, he im- 
mediately invested Breslau, and within two days after this 
great vietoi^ eveiy thing was in readiness to liesiegt it 
in form. His troo|)s, flushed with success, were at first 
for storming it, but the king, knowing the strength of 
the garrison, which c^nisisted of upwards of thirteen theiu- 
sand in^, and considering both the fatigues which his 
own soldiers had lately undergone, and the fatal conse- 
quences that migh^ ensue, should they fail of success in 
this attempt, ordered the appreacbes to be carried on in 
the usual form. His cominarids were obeyed, and Breslau 
surrendered to him on the twentieth of December in the 
morning. The garrison, of which ten thousand bore arms, 
and between three and four thousand lay sick or wounded, 
were made prisoners of war. Fourteen of these prisoners 
were ofifeers of high rank. The military chest, avast trea- 
sure, with eighty pieces of cannon, fell into the bands 
of the victors, who lost only alamt twenty men in their 
approaches. During the siege, a magazine of powder 
was set on tire by a bomb, which occasioned great con- 
fusion among the besieged, and damaged one of the brs- 
tions. The strong fortress of Schweidnitz still remained 
in the enemy’s possession, defended by a garrison so nu- 
merous, that it might be compared to a small army, and 
whilst that continued so, the king of Prussia’s victories in 
Silesia were of no decisive effect. For this reason, though 
it was' now the dead of winter, and the .soldiers stood in 
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need of repose, his m^esty resolved, if jjpssiblc, to b(!<'onu' 
master of that place De^r« Ihe end the year; but as a 
close sie[^e was impracticable, a blockade was I'ornied, as 
strictly as the rigour of the season would permit.^ It was 
not, however, till the beginning of the^eiisuing campaign 
that this place was taken. The Prussians opened* llAir 
trendies before it on the third of April, one thousand^ 
seven hundred and fifty-eight, and erected two large bat- 
teries, which kept a continual fire upon the town. The 
artillery of the besiegers consisted of three hundred pieces 
of uannon, of different dimensions, and eighty mortars ; an 
amazing artillery, and such as w| have never heard of 
ill former campaigns. On the night of the fourteenth, 
the Prussians carried one of the chief works by assault, 
and lodged themselves therein: the commandant capitu- 
lated the next day, with the garrison, which was now 
greatly reduced in tiifmber, being nut half of what it 
amounted to at the beginuing of the blockade. Thus, all 
tile parts of Silesia which the ki|^ of Prussia* had lost 
by one unfortunate blow, fell ag^ into his pdsessioo ; 
and liis affairs, which but a few months before seemed 
irretrievable, were now re-established^ upoit a firmer basis 
than ever. The Prussian parties not only re-possessed 
themselves of those parts ^if Silesia which belonged to 
their king, but penetrated into the Austrian division, re- 
duced dagerndorf, Troppau, Tretclien, and several other 
places, and left the empress-queen .scarce any footing ih 
that country, in which, a few days before^ she reckoned 
her dominion perfectly established. 

HOSTILITIES OF THE SWEDES IN POMERANIA. 

The Swedes, after many debates between their king 
and senate, had at length resolved upon an open decla- 
ration against the king of Prussia, and, in consequence of 
that resolution, sent so many troops into Pomerania, that 
by the end of August, their aniiy in tb.at country amounted 
to twenty-live thousand men. Tlieir first act oj hostility 
was the seizure of Anclam and Demniin, two towns that 
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Jay iu the way Stetiii, a«Minst which their pririei|)al 
design was level led/* But Ix'hre, tliey proceeded fartJier, 
general Hamilton, their eoinmander, hy way of justifying 
the eunduet of his master, published a declaration, setting 
forth, “ That the king of Sweden, as guarantee of the 
ti^'Jitj^ of Westphalia, could not help sending bis troops 
^ into the u))pcr part of the dutehy of Pomerania belong- 
ing to the ^ing of Prussia; and that, therefore, all the 
officers ap|)ointed to receive the public revenue iu that 
couiitrj' must pay what money they had in their hands to 
him, who was eoinmissioned to receive it for his Swedish 
majesty: that, moreov,er, an exact account was rc(]uired, 
within eight days, of the revenues of the country; but 
that no more than ordinary contributions would be de- 
manded of the inhabitants, who might rest assured that 
the Swedish troops should observe the strictest discipline.” 
After this declaration, they attacked the little fortress of 
Peneinunde, Sipon the river Pene, and on the twenty- 
third of 'September, |fter a siege of nine days, obliged 
the garffeon, which consisted only of militia, to surrender 
themselves prisoners of war. This alternative the com- 
manding officer cho^, rather than engage not to serve for 
two years, observing, that sucl^an engagement was in- 
consistent with his honour, w^iilst his prince had so much 
occasion for his service ; and the Swedish general, toucheiJ 
with this noble way of thinldng, was, on iiis part, so 
generous as to give him his liberty. On the other haml, 
general Mante^iffel, who corannmded the Prussian forces 
then ir^ Pomerania, amounting to twelve thousand men, 
with whom he was encamjied before Stelin, to cover that 
placs) published in answer to this a declaration^ enjoin- 
ing the inhabitants of Pomerania to remain faithful to the 
king of Prussia, their lawful sovereign, under pain of in- 
curring his just indignation, and absolutely forbidding 
them to pay any regard to the Swedish manifesto. 

Jii the mean time, mareschal Lehwald, immediately 
after the battle of Nurkitten, when the Russians began 
their reticat, detached prince George of Holstein-Gottorp, 
with a considerable body of forces^ to the relief of Pome- 
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raiiia \ aiult shortly {^ter, jhe Russj^n forces having to. 
tally evacuated every pwtfof Prussia, except Menael, and 
most of them being actually gone into winter-quarters, he 
himself followed with an additional reinforcement of 
sixteen thousand men. Upon his apjfoach, the Sjyecjes 
who w( re then encamped at Ferdinandshotf, and had begun 
to fill up the harbour of Swirinemunde, by way of previouf* 
preparation for the siege of Stetin, retired with such 
precipitation, that they did nut allow themselves time to 
draw off a little garrison they had at Wollin, consisting of 
two hundred and ten men, who were made prisoners of 
war. Demmin was cannonaded b^ the Prussians on the 
twenty-ninth of Deeeinl)er ; and the Swedes having lost 
one officer and forty men, desired to cajjitulate. As, in 
order to ease the troops, it was not thought proper to 
continue tlje siege in sy shur)) a season, their re(]ucst was 
granted, and they had leave to retire with two pieces 
of cannon. The Prussians took possession of the town on 
tJe .second day of January, after tiie Swedes ha*d, on the 
thirtieth of December, likewise given up Ancla#, where 
the conquerors took an hundred and fifty prisoners, and 
found a considerable magazine of prqyisior.s and ammuni- 
tion. Mareschal Lehwatd then passed the Pene, entered 
Swedish Pomerania, and retiueeil Cutzkow, Loitz, Trip- 
sus, and Nebringen. At the same time, lieutenant-general 
Sehorlemmer passed with his corps from the isle of 
Wollin into the isle of Use<lom, and from thence to Wol- 
gast, the Swedes having al)andoned this t|)wn, as well as 
Schwinemuiide, and the fort of Penemunde. Tl« prince 
of Holstein advanced as far as Grimm and Griefs walde, 
and the Swedes, losing one town after another, lil^ they 
had nothing left in Pomerania but the port of Stralsun^l, 
continued retreating (ill they had reached tliis last place. 
The French party in Sweden, to comfort the pe(»ple, called 
this retreat, or rather flight, going into winter-quarters. 
The Prussian hussars were not idle wherever they pene- 
trated; for, besides plundering and pillaging, they raised 
a contribution of an hundred and sixty thousand crowns 
in Swedish Pomerania.* The Mecklenburgbers, who had 
L2 
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•oiiied the Swedes with six thousaiul of their tr()u}ts, now 
found cause to re|(ent of llnrir, forwardness, bcin^ left 
(juite exposed to the resentment of the victors, who chas- 
tised them with the most severe exactions. The army of 
the Swedes, tbou«;h they did not fi<;ht a battle, was, ))y 
sfekhess, desertion, and other accidents, reduced to lialf 
the number it consisted of when they took the field. The 
landgrave of Hesse-Cassel, soon after his territories were 
invaded by Ihc French, in consequence of their advatitigo 
in the allair of Hastenbcck, hail applied to the king of 
Sweden, as one of the guarantees of the treaty of West- 
phalia, desiring him (to employ his good offices with the 
court of France, to obtain a more favourable treatment 
for his dominions; but his Swedish majesty, by the advice 
of the senate, thought proper to refuse complying with 
this request, alleging, that as the crown of Sweden was 
one of the principal guarantees of the treaty of West- 
phalia, it would be highly improper to take such a step 
in favour of a prince, who bad not only broke the IdHvs 
and coifttitulious of the empire, in refusing to furnish his 
contingent, but had even assisted, with bis troops, a power 
Itnown to be its declared enemy. The Aulic council too, 
seeing, or pretending to see, the behaviour of the land- 
grave in the same light, issu^ a decree against his serene 
highness towards the end of this year, 

MEMORIAL PRESENTED TO THE DUTCH. 

TfiE^ourt di Great Britain, justly displeased with the 
Dutch, on account of the extreme facility with which they 
had granted the French a free pass:ige through Namur 
and Maestricht for their provisions, ammunition, and ar- 
tillery, in the beginning of this campaign, had very pro- 
})erly remonstrated against that step, before it was abso- 
lutely resolved on, or at least declared to be so; but in 
vain ; a pusillauiinous answer being all the satisfaction 
that was obtained. The tameness and indifference with 
which thft states- general has since seen Ostend and Nieu- 
port put into tlic Lundi of the Erciich, drew upon their 
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niightinusscs a f^irtheij remoustja^oe, which w.^s de- 
livered to them on twenty-eighth of November of 
this year hy colonel Yoik, his Britannic majesty’s pleni- 
potentiai7 at the Hague, in the following terms, well cal- 
culated to awaken in them a due sanse of theif o^n 
danger, as well as to evince the injustice of the j)roeeed- 
ings of the house of Austria:—* Considering the critical* 
situation which Europe has been in during the course ol 
this year, in consequence of measures concerted to embroil 
all Europe, the king of Great Britain was willing to flatter 
himself that the courts of V'^ienna ami Versailles, out of 
regard to the circumspect conduol^ohserved by your high 
mightinesses, would have at least informed you of the 
changes they have thought proper to mak^n the Austrian 
Netlierlaiids. It was with the utmost surprise the king 
heard, that without aijy previous consent of your’s, and 
almost without giving you any notice, the court of Vienna 
had thought proper to put the towns of Ostend and Nieu- 
port into the hands of the French tioops, and to withdraw 
her own, as well as her artillery and stores, whil^ France 
continues to send thither a formidable quantity of both. 
The conduct of the court of Vicuna ttwards his majesty is 
indeed so unmerited aniJ so extraordinary, that it is difli- 
cultto find words to expreis it; but whatever fallacious 
pretexts she may have made use of to palliate her behaviour 
towards England, it doth not appear that they can be ex- 
tended so far as to excuse the infringement, in concert 
with France, of the most solemn treatigs between her 
and your high mightinesses. The king never doultfed that 
your high mightinesses would have made proper represen- 
tations to the two courts newly allied, to demoustrat!! the 
iHjustice of such a proceeding, and the danger that might 
alterwards result from it. Your liigh mightinesses will 
have perceived that your silence on the first ste|) encou- 
I’aged the two courts, newly allied, to attempt others 
and who can say where they will stop? The pretext at 
first was, the need which the empress-queen stood in of 
the troops for the war kindled in the empire, atfdthe nc- 
{'<‘!isity of providing for the safety of those important places, 
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and afterwards of their imaginary /langer from England. 
But, high and mighty lords, "iti is hut too evident that 
the two powers, who have taken these measures in con- 
eert, have other ])roiects in view, and have made new re- 
gulations with re^rd to that country, which cannot but 
afirm the neighbouring states. The late demand made 
, (0 your high mightinesses, of a passage for a large train 
of warlike implements through some of the barrier towns, 
in order to be sent to Ostend and Nieuport, could not 
fail to awaken the king s attention. The sincere friend- 
ship, and parity of interests, of Great Britain and Holland, 
re(|uire that they sha-dd no longer keep silence, lest in 
the issue, it should lie con.sidered as a tacit consent, and 
as a relinquishi)ient of all our rights. The king commands 
me, therefore, to recall to your high mightinesses the 
two-fold right you have acquired, to keep the Austrian 
Netherlands under the goveniment of the house of Austria; 
and that no other has a title to make the least alteration 
therein, Without the fonsent of your high mightinesses ; 
unless t!1{& new allies have resolved to set aside all prior 
treaties, and to dispose at pleasure of every thing that 
may suit their private interest. In the treaty between 
your high mightinesses and the^rown of France, signed 
at Utrecht on the eleventh of April, one thousand seven 
hundred and thirteen, in the fifteenth article, are these 
words; “ It is also agreed, that no province, fort, town, or 
city of the said Netherlands, or of those which are given 
up by his catl^lic majesty, shall ever be ceded, trans- 
ferred, given, or shall ever devolve to the crown of 
France, or any prince or princess of the house or line 
of Frtnce, either by virtue of any gift, exchange, mar- 
riage contract, succession by will, or by any other title 
whatever, to the power and authority of the most Christian 
king, or of any prince or princess of the house or line of 
France.” In the barrier-treaty these very stipulations are 
repeated in the first article: His imperial and catholic 
majesty promises and engages, that no province, city, 
town, fort* ess, or territory of the said country, shall be 
ceded, transfeiTed, given, or devolve to the crown of 
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France, or (o any other but the succesior of the Geniian 
dominions of tlie hous<^(^ Austria, either by donation, 
sale, exchange, marriage contract, heritage, testamentary 
succession, nor under any other pretext whatsoever; so 
that no province, town, fortress, or tyritoryof the said 
NethcVlands shall ever l)t* subject to any other priiice, lAt 
to the suc(‘es^or of the states ol the house of Austria alone, , 
execjding what has been yielded by the present treaty to 
the said lords the states-general." A bare reading of these 
two articles is sufficient to evince all that 1 have just re« 
presented to your liigh mightinesses ; and whatever pre- 
text the courts of Vienna and Vc»sailles may allege, to 
cover the infraction of these treaties, the thing remains 
nevertheless evident, whilst these two co^irts are unable 
to prove that the towns of Ostend and Nieuport are not 
ailually in the power of^France. If their designs are just, 
or agreeable to those treaties, they will doubtless not 
scru])le, in the least, to make your high mightinesses easy 
of that head, by openly explaiuiu^tiicmselves th a quiet 
and pacific neighbour, and by giving you indiflmtable 
proofs of their intentions to fulfil the stipulations of tlie 
said two treaties, with regard to th^ Netherlands. The 
king hath so much confidence in the good sense, prudence, 
and friendship of your highmughtinesses, that lie makes 
nut the least doubt of your taking the most efficacious 
measures to clear up an affair of such importance; and 
ui' your being pleased; in concert viritli his majesty, to 
watch over the faU of a country, whose situation and in- 
dependence have, for more than a century, been ygarded 
as one of the principal supports of your liberty and com- 
merce." It does not appear that this I'emonstranct had 
the desired effect upon the stales-geueral, who were ay- 
prehensive of embroiling themselves with an enemy so 
remarkably alert in taking all advantages. The truth is, 
they were not only unprepared for a rupture with France, 
hut extiemely unwilling to forego the commercial profits 
which they derived fnim their neutrality. 

The king of Prussia, about this period, liegan harbour 
a suspicion that cerlaai other powers longed eagerly to 
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L'ljju) tlic same respite froD) the dai|g;ers and iiK>unveuieu- 
cies of war, and t(iat he ran fhe risk of being aban- 
doned by ids sole patron and ally, who seemed greatly 
alarmed at bis defeat in Bohemia, and desirous of detach- 
ing himself from ^ connexion which might he productive 
of tlie most disagreeable consequences to bis continental 
, interest. Stimulated by this opinion, his Prussian majesty 
is said to have written an expostulatory letter [/See 
note (C) at the end of this rol] to the king of Great 
Britain, in which he very plainly taxes that monarch with 
having instigated him to commence hostilities; and in- 
sists upon his rcmembiv/ing the engagements by which he 
was so Solemnly bound. From the strain of this letter, 
and the Prussjan's declaration to the British minister 
when he iirst set out fur Saxony, importing, that he was 
going to fight the king of England’s battles, a notion was 
generally conceived that those two powers had agreed to 
certain private pacta or conventions, the particulars of 
which have not yet transpired. Certain it is, a dec^xa- 
ration ^as delivered to the Prussian resident at London, 
which appears to have been calculated as an answer to the 
letter. In that paj^r the king of Great Britain declared, 
that the overtures made by hi^ majesty’s electoral mi- 
nisters in Germany, touching the checks received on the 
continent, should have no influence on his majesty as 
king: that be saw, in the same light as before, the per- 
nicious effects of the union between the courts of Vienna 
and Versailles, threatening a subversion of the whole 
system^f public liberty, and of the independence of the 
European powers : that he considered as a fatal cunse- 
quenre of this dangerous connexion the cession made by 
^e court of Vienna of the ports in the Netherlands to 
France, in such a critical situation, and contrary to the 
faith of the most solemn treaties : that, whatever might 
be the success of his arms, his majesty was determined 
to act in constant concert with the king of Prussia, in 
employing the most efficacious means to frustrate the 
unjust aad oppressive designs of their common enemies. 
He concluded with assuring the, king of Prussia, that 



C'H.XIV. 


fiEORGE II. I72/-17GO. 


119 


tljc ilritwh crown woyld coptinuelo fulfil, with the great- 
est jiuiiotiiality, its engagefiinnts with his Prussian majesty, 
and to sufiport him with firmness and vigour. Such a 
reprasentation could not fail of being agreeable to a 
prince, who, at this juncture, stood an need of y- 
traordinary cordial. He knew he could securely depend, 
not only on the good faith of an English ministry, but' 
also on the good plight of the British nation, which, like 
an indulgent nurse, hath always presented the nipple to 
her meager German allies. Those, however, who pre- 
tended to consider and canvas events, without prejudice 
and pre])ossession, could not help^)wning their surprise, 
at hearing an alliance stigmatized as pernicious to the 
system of public liberty, and subversive o$ the independ- 
I'Hce of the European powers, as they remembered that 
this alliance was the effj^ctof necessity, to which the house 
of Austria was reduced, for its own preservation ; reduced, 
as its friends and partisans affirm, by those very pptentates 
tifat now reproached her with thes# connexions, 

DISPUTES CONCERNING THE CONVENTION OF 

CLOSTER-SEVEN. 

« 

His Britannic majesty w%s resolved that the king of 
Prussia should have no cause to complain of his iiidilTer. 
cnee, whatever reasons he had to exclaim against the con. 
vention of Closter-Seven, which he did not scruple to 
condemn as a very scandalous capitulatirii, as much as 
he disapproved of the conduct ; in consequence M which 
near forty thousand men were so shamefully disarmed, 
and lost to his cause. Those stipulations also met with a 
very unfavourable reception in England, where the motions 
of the allied army, in their retreat before the enemy, were 
very freely censured, and some great names exposed to 
Ihe ridicule and contempt of the public. This event, so 
singular in itself, and so important in its consequences, 
attracted the attention of the privy-council, where it is said 
to havelieen canvassed with great warmth and anSnosity of 
altercation. The general complained that he was restricted 
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by peremptory orders from t|ie regjincy of Hanover; and 
they were reported to have u&d' recriminations in their 
defence. Jn all probability, every idrciimstance ol the dis- 
pute was nut explained to the satisfaction of all parties, 
i^iastnuch as thatr^reat commander quitted the harvest of 
military ^lor}', am), like another Cincinuatus, retired to 
his plough. 7'hc convention of Closter-Seveu was equally 
disagfi-eeable to the (X)urts of London and Versailles. The 
former saw the electorate of Hanover left, by this capitu- 
lation, at the mercy of the enemy, who had taken possession 
of the whole country, seized the revenues, exacted contri- 
butiuiis, and ehauged*tbe whole form of {government, in 
the name of his most Christian majesty : while the French 
army, which had been employed in opjiosiug the Hano- 
verians, was now at liberty to throw their additional force 
into the scale a{?ainst the king t'f IVussia, who, at that 
period, seemed to totter on the \erge of destruction. On 
the other hand, the French ministry tliought their general 
had graiited too favoufvihle terms to a lx)dy of forces, whom 
he haiKOoped up in such a manner, that, in a little time, 
they must have surrendered at ilisitclion. They, there- 
fore, determined filmier to jirovoke the Hanoverians by ill 
usage to an infraction < f the tA.^aty, or, should that be 
found Impracticable, renounce it as an imperfect conven- 
tion, established without proper authority.* Both expe- 
dients were ivsed without reserve. They were no sooner 
informed of the capitulation, than they refused to acknow- 
ledge its validVy, except on condition that the Hanoverian 
troops ^ohould formally engage to desist from all service 
against France and her allies during the present war, and 
be dfsarmed on their return to their own country. At the 
».ime time her general, who commanded in the electorate, 
exhausted the country, by levying exorbitant contributions, 
and connived at such outrages as degraded his own dignity, 
and reflected disgrace on the character of bis nation. 
The court of Lumlon, to make a merit of necessity, af- 
fected to consider the conventional act as a provisional 
armistic^, to pave the way for a negotiation that might 
terminate in a genera) f/eace, and proposals were uflered 
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for that purpose; but^he Fseiich mitiisfly kept aloof, aud 
fioemcd resolved that tlift electorate of Hauover should be 
annexed to their king’s doiuinioiis. At least, they were 
beut upon keeping it as a precious deposilum, which, in 
the plan of a general pacification, the/ imagined, vfouki 
counterbalance any advantage that Great Britain might 
ol)lain in other pacts of the world. Had they been allowed 
to keep this deposit, the kingdom of Great Britain would 
have saved about twenty millions of money, together with 
the lives j»f her best soldiers; and Westphalia would have 
continued to enjoy all the blessings of security and peace. 
But the king of England’s tenderness for Hanover was one 
of the chief sources of the misfortunes which bcfel the 
electorate. He could not bear the thoughts (^seeing it, even 
tor a season, in the hands of the enemy ; and his own sen- 
tiinents in this particular were reinforced by the pressing 
rcmojistrances of the Prussian monarch, whom, at this 
juj|cture, he tiiougiit it dangerous to disoblige. Actuated 
i>y these motives, he was pleased .to W the article i^of the 
I'onveution so padpahly contravened, because the violation 
unbound his bauds, and enabled him, consistently with 
good faith, to take effectual steps the assi.stancc of 
bib ally, and ihe recovery of his own dominions. He, thcre- 
lore, in (juality of elector of Brunswick- Lunenbourg, pub- 
b'>bed a declaration, observing, “ That his royal highness 
tl>e duke of Cumberland had, on his part, honestly fuk 
Idled all the conditions of the convention ; but the duke 
<le Richelieu demanded that the troops shtiild enter into 
an engagement specified above, and lay down theii^arms ; 
although it was expressly stipulated in the convenjjon, 
that they should not be regarded as prisoners of war, under 
which quality alone they could be disarmed: that th^ 
French court pretended to treat the convention as a mili- 
lary regulation only; and, indeed, it was originally nothing 
»«oic; but as they had expressly disowned its validity, and 
ut'gotiation had been actually begun for disarming the 
^auxiliaries, upon certain conditions, though the^ French 
ft'cncral would never answer categorically, but wtuted al 
ways for fresh instructions from Versailles, the nature of 
VoL. V M 
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Ibfit act was tota^ly^.cliariged^ and what was at first an 
a‘(ret‘nie«t between general and general, was now become 
a matter of state klween the two courts of London and 
Versailles: that, however hard the conditions of the con- 
v^ti^n appeared 4 ? be for the troo])s of Hanover, his JJri- 
tanic majesty would have acquiesced in them, had not 
‘the French glaringly discovered their design of totally 
ruining his army, and his dominions; and, by the roost 
outrageous conduct, freed bis Britannic raJ^jesty from every 
obligation under which he had been laid by the conven* 
tion: that, in the midst of the armistice, the roost open 
hostilities had been covnmitted: the castle of Schartzfels 
had been forcibly seized and pillaged, and the garrison 
made jirisonerstof war: the prisonei-s made by the French 
before the convention had not been restored, according to 
an express article stipulated between the generals, tbougli 
it had been fulfilled on the part of the electorate, by the 
immediate release of the French prisoners ; the bailies of 
those clistricts, from^hich the French troops were <!'X- 
cludedly imitual agreement, had been summoned, on pain 
of military execution, to appear before the French com* 
missary, and competed to deliver into his hands the pub- 
lic revenue : the French had appropriated to themselves 
jiart of those magazines, wlich, by express agreement, 
were destined for the use of the electoral troops ; and they 
had seized the houses, revenue, and corn belonging to the 
king of England in the city of Bremen, in violation of their 
engagement consider that city as a place absolutely free 
and nettral. He took notice, that they had proceeded to 
menai-es uidieard of among civilized people, of burning, 
sacl^jng, and destroying every thing that fell in their way, 
chould the least hesitation hi made in executing the con- 
vention according to their interpretation.”— Such were 
tlic pi-ofesseil considerations that determined his Britannic 
majesty h) renounce the agreement which they had vio- 
lated, and have recourse to arms for the relief of bis sub- 
jects and allies. It was in consequence of this determina- 
tion thrfl be conferred the command of his electoral army 
on prime Ferdinand of Bnmswkjk, brother to the duke 
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of lhat name who had distin*;ui‘ihe(l hij^i^elf in Mie l*rus- 
sian army by his great miliAry talcn&, and was, by lilood 
and inclination, as wolf as interest, su)i))osed warmly at- 
tached to bis Britannic majesty. The truth is, the king 
of Prussia recommended him to this ^ummand, because 
he knew he could depend upon his concurring with afi his 
measures, in conducting the operations of the British army. 
The duke de Richelieu was no sooner informed of these 
particulars, than he sent a letter to prim^e Ferdinand, 
specifying, “ That althongh for some days he had perceived 
Die IJanoverian troops in motion, in order to form them- 
selves into a body, he could not ima*|ine the object of these 
movements was to infringe the convention of neutrality 
which had been established between the duke of Cumber- 
land and himself, as French general ; that%c was blinded 
so far by his confidence in the good faith of the elector of 
Hanover, who had sigifed that convention, as to believe 
the troops were assembled for no other puqiose than to 
htt distributed into winter-quarter^ which had heeit as- 
higned them by the agreement; but his eyes werL*at last 
opened, by repeated advices which he had received from all 
quarters, importing, that the Hanoverians intended to 
infringe those articles which ought ft be sacred and in- 
violable: he affirmed, the kjpg his master was still willing 
to give fresh proofs of his moderation, and his desire to 
spare the effusion of human blood: with that view he de- 
clared to his serene highness, in the name of his most 
Christian majesty, that he persisted in his resolution of 
fulfilling exactly all the points of the oonvAtion, jjj'uvided 
they should be equally olwserved by the Hanoverian army; 
hut he could not help apprizing his serene highness, that if 
this army should take any equivocal step, and, still more, 
should it commit any act uf hostility, he would then push 
matters to the last extremity, looking upon himself as 
authorized so to do by the rules of war: that he would 
set tire to all palaces, houses, and gardens ; sack all the 
towns and villages, without sparing the most inconsider- 
able cottage, and subject the country to all the Ijorrors of 
'var and devastation. ^He conjured his serene highness 
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to reflect on these particulars, ami begged he would not 
lay him under the f.eoessity of^tukbig steps so contrary to 
his own personal character, as well as to the natural hu- 
manity of the French nation/’ To this letter, wliich was 
seconded by the count de Lynar, the Danish ambassador, 
y h(f had meditated the convention, prince Ferdinand re- 
turned a very laconic answer, intimating, that he would 
give the duke de Richelieu his answer in person, at the 
head of his army. At this particular juncture, the Frencli 
general was disposed to abide by the original articles of 
the convention, rather than draw u^ton himself the hostili- 
ties of an army which he knew to be brave, resolute, and 
well appointed, and miich he saw at present animated 
with an eager desire of wiping otit the disgrace they had 
sustained by tlSe capitulation, as well as of relieving thi'ir 
country from the grievous oppression under which it 
groaned. * 

PROGRESS OF^THE HANOVERIAN ARMY. 

• 

About the latter end of November the Hanoverian army 
was wholly assembled at Stade, under the auspices of 
prince Ferdinand, ^ho resolved^ without delay, to drive 
the French from the electorate, whither they now began 
their march. Part of the enemy's rear, consisting of two 
thousand men, was, in their march back to Zell, attacked 
in the bailiwick of Ebstorff, and entirely defeated by gene- 
ral Schuylenhourg; and, in a few days after this action, 
another happened upon the river Aller, between two cou- 
siderabte bodies of each army, in which the Hanoverians, 
companded by general Zastrow, remained masters of the 
field. These petty advantages served to encourage the 
Allies, and put them in possession of Luuenberg, Zell, 
and part of the Brunswick dominions, which the enemy 
were obliged to abandon. The operations of prince Ferdi- 
nand, however, were retarded by the resolution and ob- 
stinate perseverance of the French officer who commanded 
the garrijson of Harbourg. When the Hanoverian troops 
made themselves masters of the town, be retired into the 
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lusllc, which he hcldl ou{ Against a^onsiderable detach- 
ment of the allied arltiy, by whom it was invested ; at 
length, however, the fortifications being entirely demo- 
lished, he surrendered upon capitulation. On the sixth day 
of December, prince Ferdinand began*bis march to^a ds 
Zell, where the French army had taken post, under the 
command of the duke de Richelieu, who, at the approach 
of the Hanoverians, called in his advanced parties, aban- 
doned several magazines, burned all the farm- houses and 
buildings belonging to the sheep-walks of bis Britannic 
majesty, without paying the leas^ regard to the repre- 
sentations made by prince Ferdinand on this subject; re- 
duced the suburbs of Zell to ashes, after having allowed 
bis men to plunder the houses, and evef! set fire to the 
orphan hospital, in which a great number of helpless 
children are said to hflve perished. One cannot, without 
horror, reflect upon such brutal acts of inbumainty. The 
Ftfench troops on divers occasions, and in different parts 
of the empire, acted tragedies of ifie same nature which 
are not easily recoucileable to the character of a nation 
famed for sentiment and civility. The Hanoverians hav- 
ing advanced within a league of ZelF, the two armies Ive- 
gan to cannonade each other ; the French troops, posted 
on the right of the Aller, burned their magazines, and 
retired into the town, where they were so strongly in- 
trenched, that prince Ferdinand could not attempt the 
river, the passes of which were strongly guarded by the 
enemy. At the same time, his troops vSbre exposed to 
great hardships from the severity of the weather; he, 
tlierefure, retreated to Ultzen and Lunenbourg, f here 
bis army was put into winter-quarters, and executed 
several small enterprises by detachment, while the French 
general fixed bis head-qua^rs in the city of Hanover, his 
eantonments extending as far as Zell, in the neighbour- 
hood of which many sharp skirmishes were fought from 
the out-parties with various success. Their imperial ma- 
jesties were no sooner apprized of these transactiye, which 
tliey considered as infractions of the convention, than 
ihcy sent uu inlimation to the Iwiron de Steinberg, minister 
M2 



120 IHSTORY OF GREAT BRITAIN. Cn. XIV. 

from tlic king of teat Britain tf. elector of Hanover, 
that he should appear no more at court, or confer with 
their ministers ; and that his residing at Vienna, as he 
might easily conceive, could not be very agreeable: in 
c^nstquence of >fhich message he retired, after having 
obtained the necessary passports for his departure. The 
chagrin occasioned at the court of Vienna by the Hano* 
verian army’s having recourse to their arms again, was, 
in some measure, alleviated by the certain tidings received 
from Petersburgh, that the czarina had signed her acces- 
sion in form to the treaty between the courts of Vienna, 
Versailles, and Slocklfolm 

DEATH 6F THE QUEEN OF POLAND, &c. 

In closing our account of this year’s transactions on 
the continent, we may observe, that on the sixteenth day 
of November the queen of Poland died at Berlin of |iri 
apoplexy, supposed tft l)e occasioned by the shock she 
received on hearing that the French were totally defeated 
at Rosbach. She was a lady of exemplary virtue and 
piety; whose constHutioD bad been broke by grief and 
anxiety conceived from the distress of her own family, as 
well as from the misery to which she saw her people ex- 
posed. With respect to the European powers that were 
not actually engaged as principals in the war, they seemed 
industriously to avoid every step that might be construed 
a deviation frtm the most scrupulous neutrality. The 
states-^neral proceeded with great circumspection, in the 
mid(|le course between two powerful neighbours, equally 
jealous and formidable ; and the king of Spain was gra- 
tified for bis forbearance with a convention settled be- 
tween him and the belligerent powers, implying, that bis 
subjects should pursue their commerce at sea without 
molestation, provided they should not transport those 
articles of merchandise which were deemed contraband 
by all nations. The operations at sea, during the course 
of this yW, either in Europe or America, were far from 
being decisive or important. Tlie commerce of Great 
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Britain sustained coi^iilerf^le dam^^L^from the activity 
and success of French •pr^atceIS, of which a great num- 
bci had been equi|)])ed iu the islands of Martinique and 
Guadeloupe. The Greenwich ship of war, mounted with 
fifty guns, and a frigate of twenty, fel!»into the ha:ids ^f 
the enemy, together with a very considerable number of 
trading vessels. On the other hand, the English cruisers 
and privateers acquitted themselves with equal vigilance 
and valour. The due d’Aquitaine, a large ship of fifty 
guns, was taken in the month of June by two British 
ships of war, after a severe engagement; and, about the 
same time, the Aquilon, of nearl/ the same force, was 
driven ashore and destroyed near Brest by the Antelope, 
one of the British cruisers. A French frigate of twenty- 
six guns, called the Emeraude, was taken in the channel, 
after a warm engagement, by an English ship of inferior 
force, under the command of captain Gilchrist, a gallant 
and alert officer, who, in the sequel, signalized himself 
on divers occasions, by veiy extraoldinary acts of ^valour. 
All the sca<officers seemed to be animated with a noble 
emulation to distinguish themselves in the service of their 
country, and the spirit descended evoto to the captains of 
privateers, who, insteaef of imitating the former com- 
manders of that class, in avoiding ships of force, and cen- 
tering their whole attention iu advantageous prizes, now 
encountered the armed ships of the enemy, and fought 
^ith the most obstinate valour in the pursuit of national 
gloiy. 


FATE OF CAPTAIN DEATH. 

Perhaps history cannot afford a more remarkable 
instance of desperate courage than that which was exerted 
in December of the preceding year, by the officers and 
crew of an English privateer, called the Terrible, under 
the command of captain William Death, equipped with 
twcnty.six carriage guns, and manned with two hundred 
sailors, On the twenty-third day of the month engaged 
Rud made prize of a large French ship from St. Domingo, 
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after an obstinate?^ battle, wKich he lost his own 
brother and sixteen seamen: the*ti he secured with forty 
men his prize, which contained a valuable car^o, and 
directed his course to England; but in a few days he had 
tplieHnisfortune (8 fall in with the Vengeance, a privateer 
of St. Malocs, carrying thirty-six large caunon, with a 
complement of three hundred and sixty men. Their first 
step was to attack the prize, which was easily retaken; 
then the two ships bore down upon the Terrible, whose 
main-mast was shot away by the first broadside. Not- 
withstanding this dLs^^ster, the Terrible maintained such a 
furious engagement against both as can hardly be paral- 
leled in the annals of Britain. The French commander 
and his seconh were killed, with two-thirds of his com- 
pany; but the gallant captain Death, with the greater 
part of bis officers, and almost *hi8 whole crew, having 
met with the same fate, his ship was boarded by the 
enemy, who found no mure than twenty-six persons alrc, 
sixtr^eii of whom wer^ mutilated by the loss of leg or arm, 
and the other ten grievously wounded. The ship itself was 
so shattered, that it could scarce be kept above water, 
and the whole cxlfibited a scepe of blood, horror, and 
desolation. The victor itself lay like a wreck on the 
surface; and in this condition made shift, with 'great 
difficulty, to tow the Terrible^ into St. Maloes, where she 
wus not beheld without astonishment and terror. This 
adventure was no sooner known in England, than a li- 
beral subscriptiion was raised for the support of Death's 
widow, *'and that part of the crew which survived the en- 
gagt^ent In this, and every sea rencounter that ha;*- 
pened within the present year, the superiority in skill and 
fesolution was ascertained to the British mariners; for 
even when they fought against great odds, their courage 
was generally crowned with success. In the mouth of 
November, captain Lockhart, a young gentleman, who 
liad already rendered himself a terror to the enemy as 
cummander of a small frigate, now added considerably to 
his reputation, by reducing the Melampe, a French pri- 
Siiiecr of Bayonne, greatly superior to his own ship 
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number (»f men and weight of metal. This exjdoit was 
seconded l>y another o# th^sfeme nature* in his conquest 
of another French advtmtnrer, called the Countess of 
Gramout, and a third large privateer of Biyonne was 
taken by captain Sauinarez, aunmander of the Antelope. 
Jn a word, the narrow seas were so welPguarded, lb<?t i-j 
a little time scarce a I’reneb ship durst appear in the Eng- 
lish channel, which the British traders navigated without 
molestation. 


SESSION OPENED. 

* 

On the first aay of December, the king of Great Britain 
opened the session of parlianient with a speech from the 
throne, which seemed ealculalcd to prepart^the nation for 
the expense of maintaining a new war on the continent 
of Europe. His majesty*graciously declared, that it would 
have given him a most sensible pleasure to acquaint them 
at<he opening of the session, that his success in carrying 
on the war had been equal to the juftice of his cau?e, and 
the extent and vigour of the measures formed for that 
purpose. He expressed the firmest confidence, that the 
spirit and bravery of the pation, sorcA)wned in all times, 
which had formerly surm^nted so many difficulties, 
were not to be abated by a few disappointments, which, 
he trusted, might be retrieved by the blessing of God, and 
the zeal and ardour of his parliament for his majesty’^ 
honour and the advantage of their country. He said it 
was his determined resolution to apply hisiutmost efforts 
for the security of his kingdoms, and for the recovery and 
protection of the possessions and rights of his crowr^and 
subjects in America, and elsewhere, as well by the strong- 
est exertion of his naval force, as by all otlicr methods.* 
He signified, that another great object which lie had at 
heart, was the preservation of the protestant religion, and 
the liberties of Europe ; and, in that view, to encourage 
^iid adhere to his allies. For this cause, he assured them, 
lie would decline no inconveniencies, and in this jjause, he 
earnestly solicited their^ hearty concurrence and vigorous 
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assistaiuje. He <)l)^crve(l, that tlie late sjg;ual huecess in 
Germany had given a happy ttrr^ to affairs, which it was 
incumbent on them to improve; and that, in such a cri- 
tical conjuncture, the eyes of all Europe were upon them. 
He ^particularly irecommended to them, that his good 
brother and ally the king of Prussia might be supported in 
such a manner as his magnanimity and active zeal for the 
common cause appeared to deserve. To the commons he 
expressed his concern that the large supplies they had al- 
ready granted did nut produce all the good fruits they had 
reason to expect; but he had so great a reliance on their 
wisdom, as not to doi:^t of their perseverance. He only de- 
sired such supplies as should be necessary for the public ser- 
vice, and tol(l/:hem they might depend upon it, that the 
best and most faithful economy should be used. He took 
notice of that spirit of disorder jyhich had shown itself 
among the common people in some parts of the kingdom ; 
he laid injunctions upon them to use their endeavours for 
discouraging and suppressing such abuses, and for m^in- 
taininl the laws and lawful authority. He concluded with 
observing, that nothing would so effectually couduce to 
the defence of all ^jiat was dear to the nation, as well as 
to the reducing tkdr enemies' to reason, as union and 
harmony among themselves* The time was, when evei^ 
paragraph of this harangue, which the reader will per- 
ceive is not remarkable for its elegance and propriety, 
would have been canvassed and impugned by the country 
party in the house of commons. They would have imputed 
the bid success of the war to the indiscretion of the 
ministry, in taking preposterous measures, and appointing 
confmanders unequal to the service. They would have 
.enquired in what manner the protestant religion was en- 
dangered ; and, if it was, how it could be preserved or pro- 
moted by adhering to allies, who, without provocation, 
had well nigh ruined the first aud principal protestant 
countiy of the empire. They would have started doubts 
with respect to the late signal success in Germany, aud 
hinted, diat it would only serve to protract the burden 
of a contiueutal war. They would have owned that tbe 
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of all Europe were «|)on ihem, drawn tliis oou- 
swiucnce, lliat it Ihcrilforatfchoved them to act with the 
more delicacy and caution in discharge of the sacred trust 
reposed in them by their constituents ; a trust which their 
consciences would not allow to be I'aitjifully dischai;ged, 
should tliey rush precipitately into the destructive mea- 
sures of a rash and prodigal ministry, squander away the 
wealth of the nation, and add to the grievous incumbrances 
under which it groaned, in support of connexions and al- 
liances that were equally foreigu to her consideration, and 
pernicious to her interest. They would have investigated 
lliat cause which was so warmly rec 4 «n mended for support, 
and pretended to discover that it was a cause in which 
(heat Britain ought to have had no conegrn, because it 
produced a certainty of loss without the least prospect of 
advantage. They wouljji have varied essentially in their 
opinions of the necessary supplies, from the sentiments of 
those who prepared the estimates, and even declared some 
do 0 bts al)out the economy to be u|ed in managing the 
iifiiiunal expense; finally, they would have represented the 
impossibility of union between the two parties, one of 
whicli seemed bent upon reducing tljp other to bcf^ary 
and contempt. Such was<he strain that used to flow from 
•in opposition, said to consist iif disloyalty and disappointed 
ambition. But that malignant spirit was now happily 
cxtioguisheit. The voice of the sovereign was adored as 
the oracle of a divinity, and those happy days were now 
Approaching that saw the commons of England pour their 
treasures, in support of a German prince* with 0 uch a 
t^enerous hand, that posterity will he amazed at their 
liberality. 

1758. To the speech of his majesty the house of lords, 
returned an address, in such terms of complacency as had 
long distinguished that illustrious assembly. The commons 
expressed their approbation and confidence with equal 
ardour, and not one oltjection was made to the form or 
nature of the address, though one gentleman, equally in- 
dependent in his mind and fortune, took exceptions to 
'^ome of the measures ivhich had been lately pursued. 
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Tht'ir coin plaisaBft*' was mojre sul^st antially specified in 
the resolutions of the hf>use,‘as, soon ai the two g;reat 
committees of sn[iply were appointed. They granted for 
the sea-serviee of the ensuing year sixty thousand men, 
ijdsding fourteey* thousand eight hundred and forty-five 
marines; and the standing army, comprehending four 
thousaiKl invalids, was fixed at fifty-three thousand seven 
hundred and seventy-seven effective men, commission and 
non-eoramission officers included. For the maintenance 
of these forces, by sea and land, the charge of guards and 
garrisons, at home and abroad, the expense of the ord- 
nance, and in order td'makc good the sum which had been 
issued by his majesty's orders, in pursuance of the address 
from the comirons, they now allotted four millions, twenty- 
two thousand, eight hundred and seven pounds, seven 
shillings, and three-pence, Thep unanimously granted, 
as a present supply in the then critical exigency, towards 
enabling his majesty to maintain and keep together the 
army formed last yean in his electoral dominions, and tten 
again put in motion, and actually employed against the 
common enemy, in concert witli the king of Prussia, the 
sum of one liundrefl thousand pounds: for the ordinciryof 
the navy, including half-pay to' the sea-officers, they al- 
lowed two hundred twentj*four thousand, four hundred 
twenty-one pounds, five shillings and eight-pence: towards 
the building and support of the three hospitals for seamen 
at Gosport, Plymouth, and Greenwich, thirty thousand 
{Kiunds: for {he reduced officers of the land-forces and 
niarinCs, pensions to the widows of officers, and other such 
miljtary contingencies, forty thousand nine hundred and 
twenty-six pounds, seventeen shillings and eleven-pence: 
• towards building, rebuilding, and repairs of his majesty’s 
ships for tlie ensuing year, the sum of two hundred thou- 
sand pounds'; for defraying the charge of two thousand one 
hundred and twenty horse, and nine thousand nine hiiii' 
(Ircd infantry, together with the general and staif-officers, 
the officers of the hospital and the train of artillery, 
lieing the troops of the landgrave of Hesse-Cassel in the 
])ay of Great Britain, for sixty •days, together with the 
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sul)si(Iy for the said pursuant to treaty, they assigned 
thirty-eight thousand three hundred and sixty pounds, 
nineteen shillings and ten-jHinee three farthings. To the 
Foundling hosjntal they gave forty thousand pouncj^, for 
the maintenance and education of deserted young chil- 
dren, as well as for the receptioit of all such as should be 
presented under a certain age, to be limited by the gover- 
nors and guardians of that charity. Three hundred thou- 
sand pounds were given t{)wards discharging the debt of 
the navy, and two hundred and eighty-four thousand eight 
hundred and two pounds for uialwng up the deficiency 
()l the grants for the service of the preceding year. The 
landgrave of Hesse-Cassed was, moreover^ gratified with 
the further sum of two hundred and three thousand five 
hundred and thirty-sii^ pounds, four slullings and niiie- 
Iifuee farthing, for the maintenance of his forces, and the 
remainder of his subsidy. They granted six hundred and 
seventy thousand pounds for enablijjg his majesty to make 
good his engagements with the king of Prussia, pursuant 
to a convention lately concluded with that potentate. For 
defraying the charge of thirty-eight ^lousand men of the 
troofis of Hanover, Wo4fenbnttel, Saxe-Gotha, and the 
count of Buckebourg, togetiier with that of general and 
staff-officers actually employed against the common enemy, 
in concert with the king, of Prussia, from the twenty- 
tighth day of November in the last, to the twenty- fourth 
of December in the present year inclusive, to be issued in 
advance every two mouths, they allotted ttie sunvipf four 
hundred and sixty-three thousand eighty-four pounds, six 
shillings and ten-pence; and furthermore they grlhtted 
three hundred cighty-six thousand, nine hundred ai^ 
fifteen pounds, thirteen shillings and two-penee, to defray 
the charges of forage, bread- waggons^ train of artillery, 
provisions, wood, straw, and all otliei extraordinary ex- 
penses, contingencies, and losses whatsoever, incurred, or 
to be incurred, on account of his majesty’s army, con- 
sls»ting of thh'ty-eight thousand men, actually imployeil 
against the common eppmy, in concert with the king of 
Prussia, from November last to next December inclusive, 
Voi.. V. N 
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For the extraorilRisf.y expeiv^es of, the land-forces, and 
other services, incurred in the (?ftufse of the last }car, and 
not provided for by parliament, they allowed one hundred 
forty-five thousand, four hundred fifty-four pounds, fifteen 
sljilliftgs and one frirthing. They provided eight hundred 
thousand fxiimds to enable bis majesty to defray the like 
sum raised in pursuance of an act made in the last session 
of parliament, and charged upon the first aids and supplies 
to be granted in the current session. Twenty-six thousand 
pounds were liestowed on the out-pensioners of Chelsea- 
hospital; above twenty thousand for (he expense of main- 
taining the colonies 0 / Nova Scotia and Georgia; for reim- 
bursing to the province of Massachusct*s-bay, and the 
colony of Conr.'ccticut, their expense in furnishing pro- 
visions and stores to the troo})S raised by them, for his 
majesty's service, ill the campaigr of the year one thou- 
sand seven hundred and fifty-six, the sum of forty-one 
thousand, one hundred, seventeen pounds, seventeen shil- 
lings and six-pence hiflfpeuny; to he applied towards ftie 
rebuilding of London bridge, carrying on the works for 
fortifying and securing the harlxiur of Milford, and repair- 
ing the parish church of St. Margaret, in Westminster, 
they allotted twenty-nine thousand pounds. The East- 
India company were indulgecfwith twenty thousand pounds 
on account, towards enabling them to dt^ray the expense 
of a military force in their settlements, to be maintained 
hy them in lieu of the battalion of bis majesty’s forces 
withdrawn frt^n those settlements ; the sum of ten thou- 
sand ptiunds WHS given, as usual, for maintaining and sup* 
por^'ug the British forts and settlements on the coast of 
Africa ; and eleven thousand four hundred and fifty were 
'granted as an augmeutation to the salaries of the judges 
in the superior courts of judicature. They likewise pro- 
vided one hundred thousand pounds for defraying the 
charge of pay and clothing to the militia, and advanced 
eight hundred thousand pounds, to enable his majesty (0 
defray any extraordinary expenses of the war, incurred or 
to be incurred, for the service of the current year; and to 
take all such measures as might be nec^easaiy to disappoint 
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nr iliifcat any eritiTprises or designs of, 1 js enemies, as the 
exigenry of his require. The whole sup- 

plii^ of this session amounted to the enormous sum of ten 
inilliuus, four hundred eighty^six thousand, four hundred 
iifty>seven pounds, and one penny. Nothing eou|^ so 
plainly demonstrate the implicit confidence which tl/e 
parliament, at this juncture, reposed in the sovereign and 
the ministry, as their conduct in granting such liberal^up- 
plies, great part of which were bestowed in favour of our 
(lerrnan allies, whom the British nation thus generously 
paid for fighting their own battles. Besides the sum of 
one million, eight hundred sixty>onf^ thousand, eight hun* 
died ninety-seven pounds, four shillings and eight- pence, 
expressly assigned for the support of these (yutinental con- 
nexions, a sum considerably exceeding the whole of the 
revenue raised in the feign of Charles the Second, and 
what part of the sum granted to the king fur extraordi- 
nary expenses might be applied to the same use, the arti- 
cle might not improperly lie swelled^hh the vast expense 
incurred by expeditions to the coast of France; the chief, 
if nut sole, design of which seemed to be a diversion in fa- 
vour of the nation's allies in Gern^ny, by preventing 
France from sending suclfnumcruus armies into that coun- 
try as it could have spared, had not its sea-coasts required 
a considerable body of forces for its defence against the 
attempts of the English. Indeed the partisans of the 
ministry were at great pains to suggest and inculcate a 
hehef, that the war in Germany was chiefly supported as a 
necessary diversion in favour of Great Britain wd her 
plantations, which would have been exposed to insult and 
invasion, had not the enemy’s forces been otherwise em- 
ployed. But the absurdity of this notion will at once, 
appear to those who consider, that by this time Great Bri- 
tain was sole mistress of the sea; that the navy of France 
'vas almost ruiued, and her commerce on the ocean quite 
cxtinguislied ; that she could not, with the least prospect 
of success, hazard any expedition of consequence against 
Great Britain, or any part of her dominions, While the 
I'ceau waft covered vviiu such powerful navies belonging 
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to that nation ; anti that if one third i)art of the money, 
annually ing^ulphed’in the Goijraair vortex, had been eni- 
|)Ioyed in au»;nientin^ the nat'al Sbrees of England, and 
those forces pro[)erly exerted, not a single cruiser would 
have been able to stir from the harbours of France; all 
ht*r colonies in tlifiWest Indies would have fallen an easy 
prey to the arms of Great Britain ; and, thus cut off lVi)in 
the resources of commerce, she must have been content 
to rfnbrace such terms of peace as the victor should have 
thought proper to prt*scril)e. 

The funds established by the committee of ways and 
means, in order to rcrlize those articles of sujtply, con- 
sisted of the malt-tax, the land-lax at four shillings in 
the pound, sums remaining in the exchequer produced 
from the sinkiii^ fund, four millions five hundred thou'^and 
pounds to be raised by annuities at three pounds ten 
shillings per cent, per ann. and ^live hundred thousand 
pounds by a lottery, attended with annuities redeemable 
by parliament, after the rate of three pounds per cent, per 
ann,; these several Snuuities to be transferable at the 
baifk of England, and charged upon a fund to be estab- 
lished in this session of parliament for payment thereof, 
ami for which the $fi!iking fund lihould be a collateral se- 
curity [iSVe note (D) at the ei^ of this one million, 

six hundred and six thousand and seventy-six pounds, five 
shillings, one penny, one farthing, issued and applied out 
of such monies as should or might arise from the sur- 
plusses, excesses, and other revenues composing the sink- 
ing furjjl— a iii of one shilling in the pound to be an- 
nually paid from all salaries, fees, and perquisites of ofBccs 
and <:mployments in Great Britain, and from all pensions 
and other gratuities |)ayable out of any revenues belong- 
nig to his majesty in Great Britain, exceeding the yearly 
value of one hundred pounds— an imposition of one shilling 
annually upon every dwelling house inhabited within the 
kingdom of Great Britain over and above all other duties 
already chargeable upon them, to commence from the 
fifth day^of April— an additional tax of sixpence yearly for 
every window or light in every dwelling house inhabited 
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Ill Britain which shall contain fiftccni windows or upwards; 

.1 cuntiiiuation of ccrt^in%cts near expiring', with respect 
ti) the duties payable on forei^ sail-cloth imported into 
Great Britain, the exportation of British gunpowder, the 
securing and encouraging the trade of ^lis majesty’s^ugar 
colonies in America, and the empowering the importers 
and proprietors of spirits from the British sugar planta- 
tiviiis to land them kfore payment of the duties of excise, 
and to lodge them in warehouses at their own expense*— 
an annual tax of forty shillings fur a license to be taken 
out by every person trading in, selling, or vending gold 
or silver plate, in lieu of the diUjof sixpence per ounce 
on all silver plate, made or wrought, or which ought to be 
touched, assayed, or marked in this kingdom, which duty 
now ceased and determined— a cessation of all drawbacks 
payahle on the exportation of silver plate— a law proliibit 
iug all jjcrsons from selling, by retail, any sweet or made 
wine, without having first procured a license for that 
itirpose— and a loan by exche(iuiT|hills for eight hundred 
thousand pounds, to he charged on the first aids to lie 
granted in the next session of parliament. These pro* 
visions amounted to the sum of ele«|?n millions, seventy- 
nine thousand, seven hi!ndred and twenty-two pounds, six 
shillings, and ten-peiicc, exceeding the grants in the sum 
of five hundred ninety-three thousand, two hundred and 
sixty -five pounds, six shillings and nme-pence, so that the 
ualiou had reason to hope that this surplus of above half a 
million would prevent any demand for deficiencies in the 
next session, By these copious grants of a housotof cum- 
mens, whose complaisance knew no bounds, tl)a national 
debt was, at this juncture, swelled to the aslonisluill|; sum 
ef eighty- seven millions, three hundred and sixty-seve^i 
thousand, two hundred and ten pounds, nineteen shillings, 
and ten-pence farthing; a load that would have crushed 
the national credit of any other stale in Christendom. 

The UbcraVily of the parliament was like the rock in the 
'vilderness, which flowed with the welcome stream when 
touched by the rod of Moses, The present snjuily which 
tbc eojuitiuiij granted for the aubsistcnce of the llano- 
N2 
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veriati army was, pursuance of a message from bis 
majesty, coramunicated to th(^ hofoe by Mr. Secretary 
Pitt, signifying, that the king hai ordered his electoral 
army to be put again in motion, that it might act with 
vigoi^r against the common enemy, in concert with his 
g(9od brother and ully, the king of Prussia; that the ex- 
hausted and ruined state of the electorate having ren- 
dered it incapable of maintaining that army, until the 
further necessary charge thereof, as well as the more par- 
ticular measures then concerting for the effectual support 
of his Prussian majesty, could lx; laid before the house, the 
king, relying on the cu^istant zeal of his faithful commons 
for the support of the protestant religion, and of the 
liberties of Europe against the dangerous designs of France 
and her confedferates, found himself, in the mean time, 
under the absolute necessity of recommending to the house 
the speedy consideration of siicn a present supply as might 
enable his majesty, in this critical conjuncture, to subsist 
and keep together the said army. This address was so 
sooner recited by the speaker, than it was unanimously 
referred to the committee of supply, who gratified his ma- 
jesty's wish with an immediate resolution ; and, consider- 
ing their generous ^disposition, doubtless the same com- 
pliance would have appeareij,. even though no mention 
had been made of the protestant religion, which, to men 
of ordinary penetration, appeared to have no natural con- 
cern in the present dispute between the belligerent powers, 
although former ministers had often violently introduced 
it into jriessagd& and speeches from the throne, in order to 
dazzle the eyes of the populace, even while they insulted 
the ihiderstanding of those who were capable of exercising 
their own reason. This pretext was worn so threadbare, 
lhat, among the sensible part of mankind, it could no 
longer he used without incurring contempt and ridicule. 
In order to persuade mankind that the protestant religion 
was in danger, it would have been necessary to specify the 
designs that were formed against it, as well as the nature 
of the cQiQspiracy, and to descend to particulars, properly 
authenticated. In that case, gre^t part of Europe would 
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have been justly alarmed. The ||tj^es- general of the 
United Provinces, \'vlf<) hr^S made such glorious and inde- 
fatigable cUbrts in supjwrt of the protestant religion, would 
surely have lent an helping hand towards its j>reservation. 
The Danes would not have stood tamelv neutral, anij seen 
the religion they profess exposed to the rage of such a 
powerful confederacy. It is not to he imagined that the 
Swedes, who have so zealously maintained the purity of 
the protestant faith, would now join an association wWe 
aim was the ruin of that religion. It is not credible that 
even the Hungarians, who profess the same faith, and 
other protestant states of the empire, would enter so 
heartily into the interests of those who were bent upon its 
destruction; or that the Russians would contribute to 
the aggrandizement of the catholic iaith and discipline, 
so opposite to that of the Greek church, which they es- 
pouse. As, therefore, no particular of such a design was 
explained, no act of oppression towards any protestant 
state or society pointed out, exoepj those that were exer- 
cised by the protestants themselves; and as the court 
of Vienna repeatedly disavowed any such design, in the 
most solemn manner, the unprejudiced part of mankind 
will he apt to conclude ihat the cry Sf religion was used, 
in former times, to arotjfe, alarm, and inAanie ; nor 
did the artifice prove altogether unsuccessful. Notwith- 
standing the general luke-warmth of the age in matters 
of religion, it produced considerable effect among the 
fanatic sectaries that swarm through the kingdom of Eng- 
land. The leaders of those blind enthusiasts, ei%r actu- 
ated by the spirit of delusion, or desirous of recommending 
themselves to the protection of the higher powers, imme- 
diately seized the hint, expatiating vehemently on tb^ 
danger that impended over God’s people; and exerting 
all their faculties to impress the belief of a religious 
war, which never fails to exasperate and impel the minds 
of men to such deeds of cruelty and revenge as must dis- 
credit all religiot), and even disgrace humanity. The signal 
trust and confidence which the parliament of«Eogland 
Imposed in the king, at Jtbis juncture, was in nothing more 



140 HISTOliy OF GREAT BRITAIN. Ch. XIV. 

conspicuous leaving, to tlic^crowu the unliinitotl 

iipplicLlioii of the snin granted fm- augmenting (he saL- 
lies of the judges. In the reign of king William, when 
ihe uel of settlenieiit was passed, the parliament, jealous 
of ike influenee jf.hieb the crown might acquire over the 
judges, provided, by an express clause of that act, that Ihc 
commissions of the judges should subsist (funmdiu se kni' 
smerint, and that their salaries should be established; 
hut now we find a sum of money granted for the augimuiti 
tion of their salaries, and the crown vested with a discre 
tionary power to |)roporlion and apply this augmentation . 
a stretch of cuniplaisance, which, how safe soever it mu) 
appear during the reign of a prince famed fur integi it\ 
and muderatiur, will perhaps one day be considered as a 
icry dangerous accession to the prerogative. 

V 

SECOND TREATV WITH PRUSSIA. 

So fully persuaded p'cre the luinistry, that ihe I'onmiJu'. 
would cheerfully enable them to pay what subsidies they 
might promise to their German allies, that on the eleventh 
ui' April they conc)|tded a new treaty of couveniion wiili 
bis Prussian majesty, wliicli, lhaf it might have the firmi i 
consistence, and the greater ivuthurity, was, on the part ui 
Great Britain, transacted and signed by almost all the 
privy-counsellors who had any share in the administra- 
tion.® This treaty, which was signed at Wistminslei, 
imported, “ 'Jhat the conlrading powers have mutually 
resolvdd to continue their efforts for their rceiproeal de- 
fence and security, for the recovery of their possession.*), 
the protection of their allies, and the support of the liher 
•lies of the Germanic body, his Britannic majesty had, 
from these considerations, determined to grant to in') 
Prussian majesty an immediate succour in money, as ijciu^ 
the most ready and the most efficacious; and their majc.v 
lies having judged it proper that thereupon a conveutiou 
should he made, fur declaring and fixing their intcntioii*'' 
upon tWs head, they had nominated and authorized thcJi 
1 1 i-ju’Ct jve ministers, who, after hav ing coumiuuieatc' 1 their 
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full powers to owe another, as^reedtotlie followjiijj stipula- 
tions The kin*!: of (Jreat JJritain ei%%d to pay in the 
pity t)f I/nidon, to su(^ persons as should be authorized 
to receive it by bis Prussian majesty, the sum of four 
millions of German crowns, amounting to six hundred and 
seventy thousand pounds sterlifig, to h(\paid at onct^ and 
in one whole sum, immediately after the exchange of rati- 
licaiioti, upon being demanded by his Prussian majesty. 
This prince, on bis part, obliged himself to apply that sum 
to the maintaining and augmenting his forces, which 
should act in (he best raamter for the good of the com- 
mon cause, and for the purpose of Reciprocal defence and 
mutual security, proposed by their said majesties. More- 
over, the high contracting parties engaged not to con- 
clude any treaty of peace, truce, or neuA'ality, nor any 
other sort of couvcntioi) or agreement, with the powers 
engaged in the presefit war, but in concert and by 
mutual agreement, wberem both should be nominally 
c'mnprehended. Finally, it was stipulated that this con« 
veniion should be ratified, and the ^tifications exchanged 
on both sides, within the term of six weeks, to be com- 
puted from the day of signing this present convention, 
or sooner, if possible,” , ^ 

All the resolutions to which the committee of ways and 
means agreed were exeeut^ by bills, or clauses in bills, 
which afterwards received the royal sanction. The militia 
still continued to be an object of parliamentary care and 
attention; but the institution was not yet heartily em- 
braced, because seemingly discountenanoed by the remnant 
of the old ministry, which still maintained a capiAl place 
in the late coalition, and indeed almost wholly engrjpssed 
in the distribution of pensions and places. The commons 
having presented an address to bis majesty, with respect* 
to the harbour of Milford haven, a book of plans and esti- 
mates for fortifying that harbour was laid before the 
house, and a committee appointed to examine the par- 
ticulars. They were of opinion that the mouth of the 
harbour was too wide to admit of any fortification, or 
t^ffcctual defence; but that the passage called ^^ailand* 
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lying higlmr than Hubbcrstono-road, might be forti- 
fied, so as to afford safe iiding*and i»rotccti(»rj to the trade 
and navy of Great Britain : that, if it should be thought 
proper hereafter to establish a yard and dock for building 
and«;equipping fl^ts at Milford, no place could, from the 
situation, nature, soil, and a general concurrence of all 
necessary local circumstances, be more fitted for such a 
design ; that if a proper use were made of tliis valuable, 
though long-neglected harbour, the distressful delays too 
often embarrassing and disappointing the nation in her 
naval operations, might be, in a great measure, happily 
removed, to the infiuife rtdief and enlargement of the king- 
dom in the means of improving its naval force ; the ne- 
cessary progress and five execution of whicli was now so 
unhappily and frecpiently restrained and frustrated, by tlx* 
want of a harbour like that of Milford-haven, framed by 
nature with such local advantages. This report appeared 
to be so well supported by evidence, that a bill was fram^ul, 
and passed into an ai^., for granting ten thousand pounds 
towards carrying on the works for fortifying and securing 
the harbour of Milford in the county of Pemliroke. 
Other laws of ^atif^Dal consequence were enacted, in the 
course of this session, with litfie or no opposition. On 
the very first day of their sitting, the commons received 
a petition from the mayor, magistrates, merchants, and 
inhabitants of Liverpool, complaining of the high price of 
wheat, and other grain ; expressing their apprehension that 
it would cootij^ue to rise, unless the time for the importa^ 
tion of foreign corn, duty free, should be prolonged, or some 
other salutary measure taken by parliament, to ]>rcvciit 
dealers from engrossing corn; submitting to the wisdom of 
«tbe house a total prohibition of distilling and exporting 
grain while the high price should continue ; praying iiicy 
would take the premises into consideration, afid grant a 
seasonable relief to the petitioners, by a continuance of a 
free importation, and taking such other effectual means 
to reduce the growing price of corn as to them should 
seem necessary and expedient. This being an urgent case, 
that equally interested the humanity of the legislatuie 
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and the maunfacturers of the king:doinf it was deliberated 
upon, and diseussed vvijh #etnurkable despatch. In a few 
days a bill was prepared, passed through both houses, and 
tua(’ttMl into a law, eontiouing til! Ihe twenty-fourth day 
of l)eceml>cr, in the present year, the three acts last 
session; for prohibiting the exportation’of corn; for pro- 
hibiting the distillation of spirits; and for allowing the 
importation of corn, duty free. A second law was estab- 
lished, regulating the price and assize of bread, and sub- 
jecting to severe penalties those who should be concerned 
in its adulteration. In consequence of certain resolutions 
taken iu a committee of the whole*house, a bill was pre- 
sented for prohibiting the payment of the bounty upon the 
exportation of corn, unless sold at a lowf;r price than is 
allowed in an act passed in the first year of - the reign of 
William and Mary ; bi^^ this bill, after having been read 
a second time, and committed, was neglected, and proved 

abortive. , 

6 

BILLS FOR THE ENCOURAGEMENT of SEAMEN, &c. 

In consequence of a motion road<|^ by Mr. Grenville, 
a humane bill was prep&red and brought in for the en- 
couragement of seamen employed in the royal navy, 
establishing a regular method for the punctual, frequent, 
and certain payment of their wages; enabling them more 
easily and readily to remit money for the support of tlieir 
wives and families, and preventing the frs^ds and abuse 
attending such payments. This bill, having pa&lcd the 
lower house, engaged in a very particular manner the 
attention of the lords, who, by divers messages to the house 
()f commons, desired the attendance of several members. » 
These messages being taken into consideration, several 
rrecedents were recited : a debate arose about their for* 
mality, and the house unanimously resolved that a mea- 
^age should be sent to the lords, acquainting them that 
the house of commons, not being sufficiently informed 
their messages upon what grounds, or for v4iat pur* 
poses, fheir lordships desired the house would give leave 
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to such of their members ftSi.weri. nanicd in the said 
messages to attend the house of lords, in order to be ex- 
amined upon the second reading of the i)iU, the commons 
hup^ their lordships would make them acquainted with 
their intention, ^fhe lords, in answer to this intimation, 
gave the commons to understand, that they desired the 
attendance of the members mentioned in their messages, 
that they might be examined as witnesses upon the second 
reading of the bill. This explanation being deemed satis- 
factory, the members attended the house of lords, where 
they were carefully and fully examined, as persons conver- 
sant in sea-aifairs, touching the inconvcnieiicirs which 
luid formerly attended the sea-service, as well as the re- 
medies now proposed; and the bill having passed through 
their house, though not without warm opposition, was 
enacted into a law by his majesty’s assent. The militia 
|et) as it passed in the last session, being found upon 
trial defective, Mr. Townsbend moved for leave to hiding 
in a new bill, to explain, amend, and enforce it: this was 
accordingly allowed, prepared, and passed into a law; 
though it did not seem altogether free from material ob- 
joctiuus, some of ^hich were ofban alarming nature. The 
power vested by law in the q;pwn over the militia, is even 
more independent than that which it exercises oyer the 
standing army; for this last expires at the end of tlie year, , 
if not continued by a new act of parliament ; whereas tlie 
militia is subjected to the power of the crown for the teriit 
of fivg yearsf during which it may be called out into 
actual service without consent of parliament, and conse- 
qiiebtly employed for sinister purposes. A commission- 
^ officer in the militia may be detained, as subject to the 
articles of war, until the crown shall allow the militia to 
return to their respective parishes; and thus engaged, 
he is liable to death as a mutineer, or deserter, should 
he refuse to appear in arms, and light in support of the 
worst measures of the worst minister. Several merchants 
and manufacturers of silk, offered a petition, represent' 
ing, Ihat^ii) couse(|uence of the ^ct passc'd in the last ses* 
sion, allowing the importation of fine organzine Italian 
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/.irown silk till the first day of Decemhir, in the year out 
tliousaiid seven huudfgd sfud fifty-seveu, they had given 
orders to their correspondents a))road to send large quan- 
tities of such silk through Germany to Hamburgh and 
Holland, which, in the common course of things, raight 
probably have arrived in London before the act expired, if 
their carriage had not been protracted by the great rains 
and inundations in Italy and Germany, in the months of 
August and September last, which rendered the roads for 
many weeks impassable: that from unlucky accidents on 
sliore, and storms and contrary winds after the silk was 
siiipped, it could nut possibly arrive within the time 
limited by the act; and unless it should be admitted to 
an entry, they, the petitioners, would be ^reat sufferers, 
the manufacturers greatly prejudiced, and the good cud 
and purpose of the aq^. in a great measure frustrated : 
they therefore prayed leave to bring in a bill for , allowing 
the introduction of all such fine Italian organzined silkit^ 
$li?)uld appear to have been shippe^in Holland and Ham- 
burgh for London, on or before, the first day of Decem- 
ber. The petition being referred to a committee, which 
reported that these allegations were ^ue, the house com- 
plied with their request,* and the bill having passed, was 
enacted into a law in the usual form. A speedy passage 
was likewise granted to the mutiny bill, and the other 
annual measure for regulating the marine forces, which 
. eoutained nothing new or extraordinary. A committee 
being appointed to enquire what laws were already expired, 
or near expiring, they performed this difiicuTt task with in- 
defatigable patience and perseverance; and, in pursuance 
of tbeir resolutions, three bills were prepared aud passed 
into laws, continuing some acts for a certain time, and^ 
rendering others perpetual. notv (E) at the end oj 
this P^ol] 

The lord-mayor, aldermen, and commons of the city of 
London, in common council assembled, having drawn up 
^ petition to the house of commons, alleging that the toll 
opon loaded vessels or other craft, passing thifugb, the 
•irehes of London brid^, granted by a former act, passed 

VoL. V. 0 
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Mi Uic jt:u' i^iif llifrtjfsand seven lyindred and fifty, fin 
iinprovini;', wiiloning', aiul enlar^in^ llit; passu;^e buth 
SMjdcr and (iver th(' said bridge, was altogether precarious, 
ainl insuIBclent to defray the expense, including that of 
a tcflijiorary wooij^n briilgc already erected; and praying 
that a hill might be prepared, fur explaining and rcii' 
ilering tljat act effectual; a committee was a|)poiiited l(» 
examine the contents, and a bill brought in according ti> 
their request. This, however, was opposed by a petition 
fronj several persons, owners of barges, and other craft 
navigating the river Jl’haines, who affirmed, that if the 
bill should pass into a law as it then stood, it would he 
extremely iryurious to the petitioners in particular, and 
to the public ♦in general. These were lieard by their 
council before the committee, but no report was yet given, 
when the temporary bridge was nduccd to ashes. Then 
the mayor, aldermen, and commons of London, presented 
another petition, alleging, that, in pursuance of the powjrs 
vested in them by af.t of parliament, they had already 
demolished a good number of the houses on London 
l)ri(lge, and directed the rest that were standing to be 
Liken down with avl convenient expedition, that two of 
the arches might be laid into one for the improvement of 
the navigation ; that they HRd, at a very great expense, 
erected a temporary wooden bridge, to preserve a public 
passage to and from the city, until the great arch could 
1)6 finished, which temporary bridge being consumed by 
fire, they mu^ rebuild it with the greatest expedition, at 
a further considerable expense; that the sum necessary 
for (carrying on and completing this great and useful 
work, including the rebuilding of the said temporary 
bridge, was estimated at fourscore thousand pounds ; and 
as the improving, widening, and enlarging London bridge, 
was calculated for the general good of the public, for the 
advancement of trade and commerce, and for making tlie 
navigation upon the river Thames more safe and secure ; 
they, therefore, prayed the house to take the premises 
into coifeideration, This petition being recommended by 
his majesty to the consideration (ff tk house, was referred 
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t(» tlic committee of supply, and pr(jduced the resolution 
of granting fifteen tliwusa|id pouinls towards the rebuild- 
ing of London bridge. bill was prepared, under the title 
of an act to improve, widen, and enlarge the passage 
over and through London bridge, enforcing the payment 
of the toll imposed uinm loaded vessels, which liadTiecii 
found extremely burdensome to trade ; but this incum- 
brance was prevented by another petition of several raer- 
chants, tradesmen, and other inhabitants of the borough 
of Southwark, taking notice of the fifteen thousand pounds 
granted towards the repair of Loudon bridge, and, as they 
were informed, intended to make the said bridge free for 
all his majesty’s subjects : they said they hoped to partake 
of this public bounty; but afterwards bearing that the 
hill then depending was confined to th? tolls formerly 
granted for repairing the said bridge, they represented 
the hardships which they and all traders would continue 
to lalxiur under; they alleged, that the surveyors and 
workmen, then em[)loycd u|M)n this work, had discovered 
the true principles on which the Sridgewas built; that 
the foundation of the piers consisted of bard durable 
stone, well cemented together, and now as strong and 
firm as when first built ;• that when Ac bridge should be 
finished, great savings woi^d be made in keeping it in 
repair, from the sums formerly expended, on a mistalcen 
opinion, that the foundation was of wood : that there were 
>ery considerable estates appointed solely for the repairs 
of the bridge, which they apprehended would be sufficient 
to maintain it without any toll; or if the/shou^not be 
thought adequate to that purpose, they hoped the de- 
ficiency would not be made up by a toll upon trad® and 
t’oinmerce, but rather by an imposition on coaches, cha- 
riots, chaises, and saddle-horses. This remonstrance made " 
no impression on the house. The bill being, on a motion 
nf sir John Philips, read a third time, passed through both 
houses, and obtained the royal assent, 
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ACT FOR ASCE-RfFAINING THf: QUALIFICATPON 
OF VOTING. 

The interest of the manufacturers was also consulted 
in an act encouraging the growth of madder, a plant 
essentially iieces^ry in dying and printing calicoes, 
which may he raised in England without the least incon- 
venience. It was judged, upon enquiiy, that the most 
effectual means to encourage the growth of this commo- 
dity would be to ascertain the tithe of it ; and a bill was 
brought in for that purpose. The rate of the tithe was 
established at five shillings an acre ; and it was enacted, 
that this law should continue in force for fourteen years, 
and to the end of the next session of parliament; but 
wherefore this 'Encouragement was made temporary it is 
not easy to determine. The lav»^ relating to the poor, 
though equally numerous and oppressive to the subject, 
having been found defective, a new clause, relating to 
the settlement of servants and apprentices, was n'^vv 
added to an act passeSl in the twentieth year of the pre- 
sent reign, intituled, An twt fur the better adjusting 
and more easily recovering of the wages of certain ser- 
vants, and of certain apprentiojs.” No country in the 
universe can produce so man|^laws made in behalf of the 
poor as those that are daily accumulating in England : in 
no other countiy is there so much money raised for their 
support, by private charity, as well as public taxation ; 
yet this, as much as any country, swarms with vagrant 
beggar^^ and ttems with objects of misery and distress ; a 
sure sign either of misconduct in the legislature, or a 
slianfefuJ relaxation in the executive part of the civil 
administration.— The scenes of corruption, perjury, riot, 
""and intemperance, which every election for a member ol 
parliament had lately produced, were now grown so in* 
famously open and intolerable, and the right of voting 
was rendered so obscure and perplexed by the pretensions 
and proceedings of all the candidates fur Oxfordshire in 
the last ejection, that the fundamentals of the constitution 
seemed to shake, and the very esspnee of parliaments to 
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he ill danger. Actuated hy these aj^rliensions, sir John 
IMiilips, a f^'iitlemaii id VtAiles, wiio had lout; distinguished 
hiniseir in tiie opposition liy his eoura{;:r and independent 
spirit, moved ior leave to bring in a bill that should 
obviate any doubts whifh might anse coneernir’if the 
electors of knights of the shire to sene jo parliament 
lor England, and further regulate the proceedings of such 
electioihs. He was accordingly permitted to hrmg in such 
a bill, in conjunction with Mr.Townsheiul, Mr. Cornwall, 
and lords North and Craysfort; and in the usual course, 
the bill lieing prepared, was enacted into a law, under 
the title of, “ An act hr further exjiiainiiig the laws 
touching the electors of knights of the shiri‘ to serve in 
parliament for that part of Great Britain galled England.*' 
The preamble s[)eeiiicd, that though, hy an act passed in 
the eighteenth year oi‘ the present reign, it was provided, 
that no person might vote at the elccliuu of a knight or 
jj^nights of a shire within England and Wales, without 
having a freehold estate, in the county lor which he votes, 
of the clear yearly value of lorty shillings, over and above 
all rents and charges, payable out of or in respect to the 
same ; nevertheless, certain |Hirsons,^ho hold their estates 
by copy of court-roll, pretend to a right of voting, and 
have, at certain times, presumed to vote at such elections: 
tins act, therefore, ordained, that from and after tlie 
twenty-ninth day of June, in the present year, no person 
who holds his estate by copy of court- roll should he entitled 
thereby to vote at the election of any knight or knights 
of a shire within England or Wales; but evei^^iuch vote 
should be void, and the person so voting should forfeit 
fifty pounds to any candidate for whom such vote should 
not have been given, and who shouhi first sue for the 
same, to be recovered with full costs, by action of debt, 
in any court of judicature.^ So far the act, thus procured, 
may be attended with salutary conse((ueuces; but, in all 
probability, the intention of its first movers and patrons 
was not iully answered; imtsiiiueh as no provision was 
made for putting a stop to that spirit of licensi, drunken- 
ness, and debau<'bel*v, which prevaiK at almost every 
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election, aud has rf'v^ry pernicious effect upon the morals 
of the peo})le. 

BILL FOR MORE EFFECTUALLY MANNING THE 
NAVY. 

Among the bills that miscarried in the course of this 
session, some turned on points of ^reat couse(]uence to 
the community. Lord Barrington, Mr. Thomas Gore, and 
Mr. Charles Townshend, vkere ordered by the house to 
prepare a bill for the ^needy and effectual recruiting his 
majesty’s land-forces aud marines, which was no more 
than a transcript of the temporary act passed in the pre- 
ceding session under the same title; but the majority 
were averse to its being continued, for another year, as it 
was attended with some prejudice to the liberty of the 
subject. Objections of the same nature might have beei. 
as justly started against another bill, for the more eftea^ 
tually manning of his majesty’s navy, for preventing de* 
sertion, and for the relief and encouragement of seamen 
belonging to ships and vessels in the service of the mer- 
chants. The purpof-t of this project was to establish 
registers or muster-rolln of all seamei^ fishermen, lighter- 
men, and watermen; obliging* ship-masters to leave sub- 
scribed lists of their resjiective crews at offices maintained 
for that purpose, that a certain number of them might 
be chosen by lot for his majesty's service, in any case of 
emergency. T^js expedient, however, was rejected, as 
an unntosary and ineffectual incumbrance on com- 
mercei, which would hamper navigation, and, in a little 
time, diminish the number of seamen, of consequence act 
•uliametrically opposite to the purpose for which it was 
contrived.— Numberless frauds having been committed, 
and incessant law-suits produced, by private and clan- 
destine conveyances, a motion was made, aud leave given, 
to form a bill for the public registering of all deeds, con- 
veyances, willS) and other incumbrances, that might affect 
any bonodrs, manors, lands, tenements, and heredita- 
ments, within the kingdom of England, wherein public 
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registers were not ali;fady appointed fty^et of parliament; 
but this measure, so fiecessary to the ascertainment and 
possession of property, met with a violent opposition; 
and was finally dropped, as some people imagine, through 
the influence of those who, perhaps, l^id particulai*rea- 
sons for countenancing the present mysterious forms of 
conveyancing. Such a hill must also have been disagree- 
able and mortifying to the pride of those landholders 
whose estates were incumbered, because, in consequence 
of such a register, every mortgage under which they 
laboured would be exactly knowD| The next object to 
which the house converted its attention, was a bill ex- 
plaining and amending a late act for establishing a fish- 
market in the city of Westminster, and ]feventing scan- 
dalous monopolies of a /ew engrossing fishmongei-s, who 
imposed exoi'bitant pHcts on their fish, and, in this 
particular branch of traffic, gave law to above six hun- 
(inpd thousand of their fellow-citizens. Abundance of 
pains was taken to render this, bill effectual, for putting 
an end to such flagrant impositions. Enquiries were 
made, petitions read, counsel heard, and alterations pro- 
posed ; at length the bill, having passdl through the lower 
house, was conveyed to the lor^, among whom it was 
(•uflered to expire, on pretAce that there was not time 
sufficient to deliberate maturely on the subject. 

HABEAS.CORPUS ACT AMENDED. 

The occasion that produced the next bill whi^h mis- 
carried we shall explain, as au incident equally exVaur- 
dinary and interesting. Hy an act passed in the preceding 
session, for recruiting his majesty’s land-forces and ma- 
rines, we have already observed, that the commissioners 
thereby appointed were vested with a power of judging 
ultimately, whether the jiersons brought before them were 
such as ought, by the rules prescribed in the act, to be 
impressed into the service ; for it was expressly provided, 
that no person, so impressed by those comnnssioners, 
should be taken out of his majesty’s service by any pro- 
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cess, other than f.)i^ some crirainaV accusation. Durins; 
the recess of parliament, a gentleman having been im- 
pressed before the commissioners, and confined in the 
Savoy, his friends made application for a habeas-corpus, 
wbifti produced fome hesitation, and indeed an insur- 
mountable difficulty ; for, according to the writ of habeas- 
corpus, passed in the rtngu of C'harles the Second, this 
privilege relates only to persons committed for criminal or 
supposed criminal matters, and the gentleman did not 
stand in that predicament. Before the question could he 
determined he was dis 9 harged, in consequence of an appli- 
cation to the secretary at war ; but the nature of the ease 
plainly pointed out a defect in the act, seemingly of the 
most dangeroim consetjueuce to tin. liberty of the subject. 
In order to remedy this defect, i| bill for giving a more 
speedy relief to the subject, UjAm the writ (»f habeas- 
corpus, was prepared, and presented to the house of com- 
mons, which farmed itself into a committee, and iui|de 
several amendments, tilt imported, that the several pro* 
visons made in the aforesmd act, passed in the reign of 
Charles 11. for the awarding of writs of habeas-corpus, in 
cases of conimitim^it or detainer, for any criminal or 
supposed criminal matter, should, in like manner, extend 
to ail cases where any persSn, not being committed or 
detained for any criminal or supposed criminal matter, 
should be confined, or restrained of his or her liberty, under 
any colour or pretence whatsover : that, upon oath made 
by such persojj so confined or arrested, or by any other 
on his*t)r her behalf, of any actual confinement or re- 
straiiit, and that such confinement or restraint, to the best 
of the knowledge and belief of the person so applying, was 
►not by virtue of any commitment or detainer for any cri- 
minal or supposed criminal matter, an habeas-corpus, 
directed to the person or persons so eonfining or restrain- 
ing the party, as aforesaid, should lie awarded and granted, 
in the same manner as is directed, and under the same 
penalties as are provided by the said act, in the case 
persons femmitted and detained for any criminal or sup- 
posed criminal matter; that the ]Wrson or persons befovi* 
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whom the party so confined or regtrained should ^be 
l)i\)ught, by virtue oft any^babeas-corpus granted in the 
vacation time, under tFie authority of this act, mi{fht and 
should, within three days after the return made, proceed 
to examine into the facts contained in such return, ^and 
into the cause of such coiifmeinent aiM restraint; and 
thereupon either discharge, or bail, or remand the parties 
so brought, as the case should require, and as to justice 
should appertain. The rest of the bill related to the return 
of the writ in three days, and the penalties incurred by 
those who should neglect or refuse to make the due return, 
or to comply with any other clause of this legulation. 
The commons seemed hearty in rearing up this additional 
buttress to the liberty of their fellow-subjects, and passed 
the bill with the most laudable alacrit}F; but in the 
house of lords such a ^eat number of olijectioiis was 
started, that it sunk at the second reading, and the judges 
were ordered to prepare a bill for the same purpose, to 
belaid before that house in the next session. 

SCHEME IN FAVOUR OF THE FOUNDLING 
HOSPITAL. ,, 

H IS majesty having recom.^endedtbe care of the Fouurb 
ling-hospital to the bouse of commons, which cheerful!) 
granted forty thousand pounds for the support of that 
charity, the growing annual expense of it appeared worthy 
nf further consideration, and leave was granted to bring 
in a bill for obliging all the parishes of %lnglat^ and 
Wales to keep registers of all their deaths, births, and 
marriages, that from these a fund might be raised towlirds 
tl>e support of the said hospital. The bill was accord- 
ingly prepared by a committee appointed for the pur- 
pose ; but before the house could take the report into 
consideration, the parliament was prorogued. The pro- 
prietors of the privateer called the Antigallican, which 
had taken a rich French ship homeward bound from 
China, and carried her into Cadiz, where thejSpanish 
government had wrested,her by violence from the captors, 
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and delivered her to the French owners, now presented u 
petition to the touse of coinnionr, eom}>laining ol this 
interposition as an act of partialit]^ and injusth'e ; repre- 
senting the great expense at which the privateer had hecu 
eijuipped, the legality of the capture, the loss and hard- 
ships wliieh they the petitioners had sustained, and im- 
ploring .such relief a.s (he house should think requisite. 
Though these allegations were supported by a species of 
evidence that seemed strong and convincing, and it luiglit 
be thought iiicumhent on the parliament to vindicate the 
honour of the nation, when thus insulted by a foreign 
power, the house, ujw n this occasiqn, treated the petitnm 
with the must mortifying neglect, either giving little 
credit to the assertions it contained, or unwilling to take 
any step whicfi might at this juncture embroil the nation 
with the court of Spain on such a frivolous Subject. True 
It is, the Spanish government alleged, in their own jus- 
tification, that the prize was taken under the guns of 
Corunna, insomuch that the shot fired by the piiva<lccr 
entered that place, ifiid damaged spine houses ; but thi^ 
allegation was never properly sustained, and the prize was 
certainly condemned as legal by the court of admiralty at 
Gibraltar 

PROCEEDINGS RELATIVE TO THE AFRICAN 
COMPANY. 

As we have already given a detail of the trial of sir John 
Mordjunt, \f will be unnecessary to recapitulate any cir- 
cumstances of that affair, except such as relate to it!> 
coifaexion with the proceedings of parliament. In the 
beginning of this session, lord Barrington, as secretary 
at war, informed the house, by his majesty’s command, 
that lieutenant-general sir John Mordauiit, a member oi 
that house, was in arrest for disobeilience of his majesty’s 
orders, while employed on the late expedition to the coast 
of France. The commons immediately resolved, that an 
addres^should be presented t<» his majesty, returning Intn 
the thanks of tliia hou^e for lii'*^grac!ou» message .d 
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(lay, ill the eomnmnicalion he had IkIpm pleased to make 
III’ lIh* reason for putlutg lieutenant-general sir John Mor- 
daunt in arrest. Among the various objects of commerce 
lliat employed the attention of the house, one of the 
most wmsiderable was the trade to thc^ coast of AMca, 
for the protection of which an annual sum had been 
granted for some years, to he expended in the maintenance 
and repairs of castles and factories. While a committee 
wae employed in jierusing the accounts relating to the 
Mun granted in the preceding session for this purpose, 
a jk'tition from the committee of the African company, 
rerom mended in a message from his majesty, was pre- 
Milted to the house, soliciting further assistance for the 
eihiiing year. In the mean time, a ren^nstrance was 
uirercd liy certain planters and merchants, interested in 
trading to the British sugar colonics in America, alleging, 
that the price of negroes was greatly advjmced since the 
foUs and settlements on the coast of Africa had been 
tmuer the direction of the committjfe of the company of 
merchants trading to that coast; a circumstance that 
greatly distressed and alarmed the petitioners, prevented 
the cultivation of the British colonies^ and was a great 
detriment to the trade ahd navigation of the kingdom 
<hat this misfortune, they btfteved, was in some measure 
f'wing to the ruinous state and condition of the forts and 
s*‘ttlenients: that, in their opinion, the most ettectual 
method for maintaiiiiiig the interest of that trade on a 
respectable footing, next to that of an incorporated joint 
slock company, would be putting those forts and <»ettle- 
incnts under the sole direction of the commissioner^ for 
Inide and plantations : that the |.iTeservation or ruin of the 
American sugar colonics went hand in hand willi that of 
I he slave trade to Africa: that, by an act passed in the 
>c'ar one thousand seven hundred and fifty, for extending 
^md improving this trade, the British subjects were de- 
barred from lodging their slaves and merchandise in the 
flirts and settlements on the coast; they, therefore, prayed 
lhat this part of the act might be repealed; <liat all 
commanders of British and American vessels, free mer- 



!!,(; M ISTORY OF GREAT BRITAIN. Ch. XIV. 

chants, and all U^ier his majest^^'s subjects, who vtm 
settled, or might at any tkne'thfteafter settle In Africa, 
should have free liberty, from sun-rise to sunset, to enter 
the forts and settlements, and to j^epusit their goods and 
mrtehandise in J^he warehouses thereunto belonging; to 
secure their slaves or other purchases without paying any 
consideration for the same ; but the slaves to be victualled 
at the proper cost and charge of their respective owners. 
The house having taken this petition into consideration, 
en(|uired into the proceedings of the company, and revised 
the act for extending^ and improving the trade to Africa, 
resolved, that the committee of the African company had 
faithfully discharged the trust reposed in them, and 
granted ten thousand pounds for maintaining the British 
forts and settlements in that part of the world. The 
enemy were perfectly well acquainted with the weakness 
of the British castles on the coast of Africa; and had 
they known as well iiow to execute with spirit, as to glan 
with sagacity, the attempt which, in the course of the 
preceding year, they made upon the principal Britisli fort 
in Guinea, would have succeeded, and all the other settle- 
ments would have/allen into their hands without oppo- 
sition.® 


SESSION CLOSED. 

The longest and warmest debate which was maintained 
in the course^ of this session arose from a motion for leave 
to britig in a bill for shortening the term and duration of 
futpje parliaments; a measure truly patriotic, against 
which no substantial argument could he produced, al- 
though the motion was rejected hy the majority, on pre- 
tence, that, whilst the nation was engaged in such a dan- 
gerous and expensive war, it would be improper to think 
of introducing such an alteration in the form of govern- 
ment. Reasons of equal strength and solidity will never 
be wanting to tho patrons and ministers of corruption 
and veAality, The alteration proposed was nothing less 
.than removing and annulling hn encroachment which 



157 


C». XIV. GEORGE ll I727-17GO. 

Itad heoi) made on tbe constitution; <Uinight have been 
elFeeted without the*4east pan^ or convulsion, to the 
f'ciieral satisfaction of tlie nation: far from bemjj; unrea- 
sonable at this juncture, it would have enhanced the 
Dational reputation abroad, and rendered the war more 
formidable to the enemies of Great Britain, by convincing 
them that it was supported a ministry and parliament, 
who stood upon such {i^ood terms with the people. In- 
deed, a quick succession of parliaments ini{{;bt have dis- 
concerted, and perhaps expelled that spirit of confidence 
and generosity which now so remarkably espoused and 
irratified tbe sovereign’s predilection for the interest of 
Hanover. Other committees were established, to enquire 
into the expense incurred by new lines aiyl fortifications 
laised at Gibraltar; to examine the original standards of 
weights and measures uied in England; consider the laws 
relating to them, and report their observations, together 
wi^ their opinion of the most effectual means for ascer- . 
taiuing and enforcing uniform standards to be used for 
the future. The commons were perfectly satisfied with 
tbe new works which had been raised at Gibraltar; and 
with respect to the weights and measles, the committee 
agreed to certain resolutfons, but no further progress was 
niade iu this enquiry, except* an order for printing these 
t’csolutiotis, with the ap|)e.tidix; however, as the boxes 
ountaining the standards were ordered to be locked up 
by the clerk of the house, in all probability their inten- 
tion was to proceed on this subject in some future session. 
Gii the ninth day of June sundry hills received tlft royal 
assent by commission, his majesty being indisposed ^^and 
on the twentieth day of the same month, the lords com- 
niissioncrs closed the session with a speech to both houses, 
expressing his majesty’s deep sense of their loyalty and 
good affection, demonstrated in their late proceedings, in 
their zeal for his honour and real interest in all parts, in 
Iheir earnestness to surmount every difficulty, in their 
ardour to maintain the war with the utmost vigour; 
proofs which must convince mankind that the^ ancient 
spirit of the British natibn still subsisted in its full force. 

VoL. V. V 
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TlH'ywcre jyiven mnliTstaiid lhai the had lakou 
all such measures as appeared ‘thcrliiost conducive to the 
accomj>lislinieiit of thc’ir public-spirited views and wislies; 
tiiat with their assistance, crowned by the blessing of God 
np(iift the conduct and bravery of the combined army, his 
majesty had been enabled, not only to deliver his domi- 
nions in Germany from the oppressions and devastations 
of the French, but also to push his advantages on this 
side the Rhine ; that he had cemented the union between 
him and his good brother the king of Prussia, by m w 
engagements; that the British fleets and armies were now 
netually employed in such expeditious as appeared likelv 
to annoy the enemy in the most sensible manner, and to 
promote the welfare and prosperity of these kingdoms; 
in particular, to preserve the British rights and posses- 
sions in America, and to make FBan(‘e feel, in those parts, 
the real strength and imjiortaiifce of Great Britain. The 
commons were thanked for the ample supplies which ^hey 
had so freely and uiij^nimously given, and assured on the 
part of his majesty that they should be managed with the 
most frugal economy. They were desired, in consequence 
of the king’s earij^ist recommendation, to promote har- 
mony and good agreement amoiigst his faithful subjects; 
to make the people acquakited with the rectitude and 
purity of bis intentions and measures, and to exert them- 
selves in maintaining the peace and good order of I lie 
country, by enforcing obedience to the laws and lawful 
authority. 
i 

/VIGOROUS PREPARATIONS FOR WAR, &c. 

Never, surely, bad any sovereign more reason to be 
pleased with the conduct of his ministers, and the spiiit 
of his people. The whole nation reposed the most un- 
bounded confidence in tiie courage and discretion, as well 
as in the integrity of the minister, who seemed eager upon 
prosecuting the war with such vigour and activity as ap- 
peared ^most unexampled in the annals of Great Britain* 
New levies were made, new ships^put in commission, fre!>b 
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rx|H'<liti(«js niidertakcn, and fresh f(^(|iiest<; projoctt'd 
Sn<'h was the credit wf tjie adiuinislration, that [xople 
snhstTihed to the provernmoiit loans with surj)risiii|; eager- 
ness. An urmsual spirit of enteii^rise and resolotlon 
seeinecl to inspire all the individuals th:jt const it uted* the 
army and navy ; tind tluj passion for military fame dillnscit 
itself throu{,^h all ranks in the civil department of life, 
even to the very dre-fl^s of the popidace ; such a rcin.irk- 
ahle chang^e from indolence to activity, from indiffcienee 
to zeal, from timorous caution to fearless exeeutitm, was 
ctlVcted hy the influence and exaipple of an intelligjent 
find intrepid minister, who, chagrined at the inactivity 
and disgraces of the preceding campaign, had, on a vtTy 
solemn occasion, lately declared his belief ithat there was 
a detenniued resolution, both in the iiavai and military 
cummandeis, agaitist any vigorous exertion of the national 
power in the service of the country. He affirmed, that 
ihcygh his majesty appeared ready to embrace every 
measure |’ro|K)sed by his ministers (pr the Inmour and in- 
terest of his British dominiouF, yet scarce a man could 
he found with whom the execution of any one jdan in 
which there was the least appearance (if any dang(,T could 
with confidence he trusted. He particularized the in- 
activity of one general in North America, from whose 
abilities and personal bravery the nation had conceived 
great expectations : he complained, that this noble com- 
maiuler hatl expressed the most conteinjituoiis disregard 
for the ci\ il power, from which he derived bis authority, 
hy ncglei-ting to transmit, for a considerable of 
time, any other advice of bis proceedings but what*ap- 
pcared on a written scrap of paper: he ohscncil, that 
with a force by land and sea greater than ever the nation 
had heretofore maintained, with a king and ministry ar- 
dently desirous of redeeming her glory, succouring her 
Lillies, and promoting her true interest, a shameful dislike 
to the service every where prevailed, and few seemed af- 
fcclcd with any other zeal than that of aspiring to the 
highest posts, and grasping the largest salaries. The cen- 
lt;v(«llcd ut the coulmandcr in America was founded 
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ou mistake: the iiiiAjtiviiy uf that tiuble lord was not more 
disappointing to the ministry than flisagreeable to his own 
inclination. He used his utmost endeavours to answer 
the expectation of the public, but his hands were eifec- 
tuaVy tied by an absolute impossibility of success, and his 
conduct stood justified in the eyes of his sovereign. A 
particular and accurate detail of his proceedings he trans- 
mitted through a channel, which he imagined would have 
directly conveyed it to the foot of the throne ; but the 
packet was said to have been purposely intercepted and 
suppressed. Perhaps he was not altogether excusable for 
having corresponded so slightly with the secretary of state; 
but he was said to have gone abroad in full persuasion 
that the ministry would be changed, and therefore his 
assiduities were principally directed to the great personage, 
who, ill that case, would have superintended and directed 
all the operations of the army. All sorts of military pre- 
parations in fouuderies, docks, arsenals, raising and e:|^pr- 
cising troops, and vict^ialling transports, were now carried 
on with such diligence and despatch as seemed to promise 
an exertion that would soon obliterate the disagreeable 
remembrance of {^ast disgrace. The beginning of the 
year was, however, a little duudl'd by a general concern 
for the death of his inajestyVthird daughter, the princess 
Caroline, a lady of the most exemplary virtue and amiable 
character, who died at the age of forty-five, sincerely 
regretted as a pattern of unaffected piety, and unbounded 
benevolence. 

TheGritisb^cruisers kept the sea during all the severity 
of w^lnter, in order to protect the commerce of the king- 
dom, and annoy that of the enemy. They exerted them- 
selves with such activity, and their vigilance was attended 
with such success, that a great number of prizes were 
taken, and t!be trade of France almost totally extinguished. 
A very gallant exploit was achieved by one captain Bray, 
commander of the Adventure, a small armed vessel in the 
government’s service : falling in with the Machault, a large 
privatee^of Dunkirk, near Dungenness, he ran her aboard, 
fastened her boltsprit to his capstan and, after a warm 
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engagement, eompejled her commlrWer to submit. A 
French frigate of thirty-six guns* was taken by captain 
Parker, in a new fire-ship of inferior force. Divers pri- 
vateers of the enemy were sunk, burned or taken, and a 
great number of merchant ships fell intp the hands of the 
English. Nor was the success of the British ships of war 
ronfined to the English channel. At this period the 
board of admiralty received information from admiral 
Cotes, in .lainaica, of an action which happened off the 
island of Hispaniola, in the month of October of the pre- 
ceding year, between threfe Englijh ships of war and a 
French squadron. Captain Forrest, an officer of distin- 
guished merit in the service, had, in the ship Augusta, 
sailed from Port Royal in Jamaica, accompanied by the 
Dreadnought and Edinl^urgh, under the command of the 
captains Suckling and Langdon. He was oi^dered to cruise 
off Cape Franqois, and this sendee he literally performed 
inlth( face of the French squadron under Kersiu, lately 
arrived at that place from the.poast of Africa. This com- 
mander, piqued at seeing himself thus insulted by an in- 
ferior armament, resolved to come forth and give them 
battle; and that he mi^ht either take them, or at least 
drive them out of the seas, so as to afford a free passage 
to a great number of merchant ships then lying at tlie 
Cape, bound for Europe, he took every precaution which 
he thought necessary to ensure success. He reinforced his 
squa<lroD with some store ships, mounted with guns, and 
armed for the occasion, and supplied the djfficiency in his 
complements, by taking on board seamen from tie mer- 
chant ships, and soldiers from the garrison. Thuf^ pre- 
pared, be weighed anchor, and stood out to sea, having 
under his command four large ships of the line, and three 
stout frigates. They were no sooner perceived advancing, 
than captain Forrest held a short council with his two 
captains. “ Gentlemen, (said he,) yon know our own 
strength, and see that of the enemy; shall we give them 
battle?” They replying in the affirmative, he added, 
Then fight them we will; there is no time be lost; 
return to your ships, dnd get them ready for engaging.*' 
P 2 
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After this laconic I'cfiisultation amoi); these three gallant 
officers, they bore down upon the Fi4nch squadron without 
further hesitation, and between three and four in the 
afternoon the action began with great impetuosity. The 
enetfiy exerted thqmselves with uncommon spirit, conscious 
that their lionour was peculiarly at stake, and that they 
fought in sight, as it were, of their own coast, which was 
lined with people, expecting to see them return in triumph. 
But, notwithstanding all their endeavours, their commo- 
dore, after having sustained a severe engagement, that 
lasted two hours and ^ I^()und his ship in such a 
shattered condition, that he made signal for one of his 
frigates to come and tow him out of the line. His ex. 
ample was followed by the rest of his squadron, which, by 
this assistance, with the favour of the land breeze and the 
approach of night, made shift to Accomplish their escape 
from the three British ships, which were too much dis- 
abled in their masts and rigging to prosecute their vietdy. 
One of the French 8(ir.adron was rendered altogether un> 
serviceable for action; their loss in men amounted to 
three hundred killed, and as many wounded; whereas that 
of the English did^iot much e^cceed one third of this 
number. Nevertheless, they were so much damaged, that, 
being unable to keep the sea, they returned to Jamaica, 
and the French commodore seized the opportunity of 
sailing with a great convoy for Europe. The courage of 
captain Forrest was not more conspicuous in this engage- 
ment with thei French squadron near Cape Frangois, than 
iiis conclact and sagacity in a subsequent adventure near 
Porixm-Prince, a French harbour, situated at the bottom 
of a bay on the western part of Hispaniola, behind the 
small island of Gonave. After M. de Kersin had taken bis 
departure from Cape Fran(;ois for Europe, admiral Coats, 
beating up to windward from Port Royal in Jamaica with 
three ships of the line, received intelligence that there 
was a French fleet at Port-au-Prince, ready to sail ou 
their return to Europe : captain Forrest then presented 
the admiral with a plan for an attack on this place, ami 
urged it earnestly. This, however, was declined, and 
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captaiu Forrest directed (u crtdse off Mm island Gonave for 
two days ooly, the a\lniiAi) ctijuiidu^ him to return at 
the expiration of the time, and rejoin tiie squadron at Cape 
Nicholas. Aecording-ly capttiiii Forrest, in the Augusta, 
proceeded up the bay, between the island Gonavetarid 
Hispaniola, with a view to execute a plan which he had 
himself projected. Next day in the afternoon, though he 
perceived two sloops, he forbore chasing, that he might 
not risk a discovery ; for the same purpose he hoisted 
Dutch colours, and disguised his ship with tarpaulins. At 
five ill the afternoon he discovered seven sail of ships 
steering to the westward, and haule*!] from them, to avoid 
suspicion ; but at the approach of night gave chase with 
all the sail he could carr^. About ten hit perceived two 
sail, one of which fired a gun, and the other made the best 
of her way for Leogaune, another harbour in the bay. 
At this period captain Forrest reckoned eight sail to lee- 
wit'd, near another port called Petit Goave ; coming up 
with the ship which had fired ih$ gun, she submitted 
without opposition, after he had bailed and told her 
captain what he was, produced two of his largest cannon, 
and threatened to sink her if she slipuld give the least 
alarm. He forthwith shitted the prisoners from this prize, 
and placed on board of her five and thirty of bis own 
crew, with orders to stand for Petit Goave and intercept 
any of the fleet that might attempt to reach that harbour. 
Then he made sail after the rest, and in the dawn of the 
morning, finding himself in the middle of^their fleet, he 
bepn to fire at them all in their turns, as Yk could 
l)ring his guns to bear: they returned the fire forborne 
fime; at length the Marguerite, the Solide, and the 
Iheodore, struck their colours. These being secured, 
were afterwards used in taking the Maurice, Le Grand, 
and La Flore ; the Brilliant also submitted, and the Mars 
made sail, in hopes of escaping, but the Augusta coming 
np with her about noon, she likewise fell into the hands 
nf the victor. Thus, by a welUconducted stratagem, a 
whole fleet of nine sail were taken by a single ship, in 
the neighbourhood of four or five harbours, iu any one of 
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wliu'li tlioy ^ouK Miav(‘ ionml immediate sliolter and 
seeurity. The prizpp, which lijfppeiiccl to he richly hulcii, 
were safely conveyed to Jamaica, and there sold at piihlie 
auction, for the Iieiiefil of the eaj)tors, who may safely 
chailenge history^ to produce such another instance of 
success. 

THE FRENCH EVACUATE EMRDEN. 

The ministiy having determined to make vigorous ef- 
forts against the enemy in North America, admiral Bos* 
cawen was vested willi the command of the fleet destined 
for that service, and sailed from St. Helen’s on the nine* 
teeiith day of Ifehruary, when the Invincible, of .seventy- 
four guns, one of the best ships that constituted his squad- 
ron, ran aground, and perished? but her men, stores, 
and artillery, were saved. In the course of the suc- 
ceeding month, sir Edward Hawke steered into the bajfeof 
Biscay with another ^uadron, in order to intercept any 
supplies from France designed for Cape Breton or Canada; 
and about the same time the town of Embden, belonging 
to his Prussian maj^ty, which had fallen into the hands of 
the enemy, was suddenly rctrieveil by the conduct of com- 
modore Holmes, stationed, on that coast, who sent up two 
of his small ships to anchor iu the river between Knok and 
the city. The garrison, amounting to three thousand 
seven hundred men, finding themselves thus cut off from 
all communication with the country below, abandoned the 
place ^ith great precipitation, and some of their baggage 
i)cing sent off by water, was taken by the boats which the 
commodore armed for that puipose. It was in the same 
month that the admiralty received advice of another ad- 
vantage by sea, which had been gained by admiral Os- 
borne, while he cruised l)etwcen Cape de Gatt and t'ar- 
thagena, on the coast of Spain. On the twenty-eighth 
day of March he fell in with a French squadron, com- 
manded by the marquis dii Quesne, consisting of fonr 
ships, iiJknely, the Foudroyant, of eighty guns, the Orphce» 
of sixty-four, the Oriflamme, of lifty, anil the Pleiad** Iri- 
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gate, of twenty-four, in their passage iiNin Toulon to rein- 
force M. lie la Clue, iWio Imd for solue time been blocked 
up by admiral Osborne in the harbour of Carthagena. 
The enemy no sooner perceived the English siiutulron 
than they dispersed, and steered different coorseH: then 
Afr. Osborne detached divers ships in puisnit of each, 
while he himself, with the body of his fleet, stood off for 
the bay of Carthagena, to watch the motions of the Fi ench 
squadron which lay there at anchor. About seven in the 
evening, the Orph^'e, having on board five hundred men, 
struck to captain Storr, in the Revenge, who lost the calf 
of one leg in the engagement, during which he was sus- 
tained by the ships Berwick and Preston. The Monmouth 
of sixty- four guns, commanded by captaii^ Gardener, en- 
gaged the Foudroyant, one of tlie largest ships in the 
French navy, inouiited*iVith fourscore cannon, and con 
taining eight hundred men, under the direction of tlie 
msjj^uis du Quesne. The action was maintained with 
great furv' on both sides, and the gayaut captain Gardener 
lust his life; nevertheless the fight was continued with 
unabating vigour by his lieutenant, Mr. Carkett, and the 
Foudroyant disabled in such a mant^pr, that her com- 
mander struck, as soonfe the other English ships, the 
Swiftsure and the Hampton-court, appeared. This mor- 
tifying step, however, he did not take until he saw his 
ship lie like a wreck upon the water, and the decks 
covered with carnage. The Oriflamme was driven on shore 
under the castle of Aiglos, by the ships Montague and 
Monarque, commanded by the captains Rowfley and Mon- 
tague, who could not complete their destruction witjfout 
violating the neutrality of Spain. As for the Pleiade frigate, 
she made her escape by being a prime sailer. This was 
a severe stroke upon the enemy, who not only lost two of 
their capital ships, but saw them added to the navy o* 
Great Britain, and the disaster was followed close by 
Another, which they could not help feeling with equal 
sensibility of mortification and chagrin. In the beginning 
April, sir Edward Hawke, steering with his squadron 
into Basque-road, on tha coast of Poictou, discovered, off 
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the isle (»f Aix, atl^enohnoH at anchor, consisting of five- 
ships of the line, wi\b six frijjatoo, and forty transports, 
liHNingoTj board three Ihousand trt)ops, and a larg;e quan- 
tity of stores and provisions intended as a .supply for their 
settlements in North America. They no sooner saw the 
Enjjlish admiral advancing, than they began to slip their 
cables, and fly in the utmost confusion. Siune of them 
escaped by sea, but a great number ran into shoal water, 
where they could not be pursued; and next morning they 
appeared aground, lying on their broadsides. Sir Edward 
Hawke, who had rode all night at anchor abreast of the 
isle of Aix, furnished the ships Intrepid and Medway with 
trusty pilots, and sent them farther in when the flood 
began to inal^e, wilh orders to sound ahead, that he 
might know whether there was any possibility of attacking 
the enemy, but the want of a i»jfficicnt depth of water 
rendered the scheme impracticable. In the mean time, 
the French threw overboard their cannon, stores, ^nd 
ballast; and boats an^jl launches from Rochefort were em- 
ployed in carrying out war|)8, to drag their ships through 
the soft mud, as soon as they should be water-borne by 
the flowing tide, fiy these means their large ship? of war, 
and many of their transports, effbaped into the river Clia* 
rente ; but their loading was lost, and the end of their 
equipment totally defeated. Another convoy of merchant 
ships, under the protection of three frigates, sir Edward 
Hawke, a few days before, had chased into the harbour of 
Saint Martin’s, in the isle of Rh6, where they still re- 
maiiicl}, waitnig an opportunity for hazarding a second 
departure: a third, consisting of twelve sail, hound from 
Bourdeaux to Quebec, under convoy of a frigate and armed 
vessel, wjis encountered at sea by one British ship of t!i« 
line and two fire ships, which took the frigate and armed 
vessel, and two of the convoy afterwards met with the same 
fate; but this advantage was over-balanced by the 1o?s of 
captain James Hume, commander of the Pluto Are 
a brave accomplished olTicer, who, in an unequal romhal 
with thcHncmy, rcfnstal to quit the deck, even when h<' 
was disabled, and Itll gloriously; covered wilh woun-!:, 
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(x!»(ulin{j the peojile, with liis latest •!» rut h, to i-DUtinue 
Ihi* fcugiigcnient wiiiti tl«! ship wluld .switn, and ac(|uit 
ihfitiselves with honour in the service of tlieir couiitry, 

I 

ADMIRAL BRODERICK’S SHIf BURNT. • 

On the twenty-ninth day of May the Raisonahle a 
rreiirh ship of the line, mounted with sixty-four cannon, 
having' on board six hundred and thirty men, commanded 
l)y the prince do M(nul)azon, chevalier de Rohan, was, in 
iicr from Fort rOrieiit to Brest, attacked by captain 
Dennis, in the Dorsetshire, of seventy guns, and taken 
ulU'i an obstinate engagement, in which one hundred and 
sixty men of the prince’s complement irere killed or 
wounded, and he sustained great dam^ige in his hull, sails, 
and rigging. These sucw;sse.s were moreover chequered by 
the tidings of a lamentable disaster that \M the ship 
Fr^ce George, of eighty guns, commanded by rear-ad- 
iiiiial Broderick, iu his passage the Mediterran(‘an. 
On tlie thii fecuth day of April, between one and two iti 
the afternoon, a dreadful fire broke out in the fore part of 
the ship, and raged with such fury, tl|gt notwithstanding 
all the efforts of the officers and men for several hours, the 
ilames increased, and the ship being consumed to the 
water’s edge, the remnant sunk about six o'clock iu the 
evening. The horror and consternation of such a scene 
are not easily described. When all endeavours proved 
fruitless, and no hope of preserving the ship remained, 
the barge was hoisted out for the preservatfon of the ad- 
miral, who entered it accordingly; hut all distinctly of 
persons being now abolished, the seamen rushed into it 
in such crowds, that in a few moments it overset. The 
admiral, foreseeing that tb's would be the case, stripped 
uft his clothes, and committing himself to the mercy of 
the waves, was saved by the boat of a merchant-ship, after 
he had sustained himself iu the sea a full hour by swim- 
“nag. Captain Payton, who was the second in command, 
reniained upon the (juarter-deck as long as it was# possible 
tu keep that station, aifd then, descending ])y the stern- 
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laddcTy had the fortune to be taken into a l)oat he- 
longing to the Alderhcy sloo[t: i'he hull of the ship, 
masts, and were now in a blaze, bursting tre- 

mendously in several parts througb norrid clouds of smoke; 
nothing was hear^ but the cracking of the flames, mingled 
with the dismal cries of terror and distraction; nothing 
was seen but nets of phrcnzy and desperation. The mise- 
rable wretches, aifrighted at the horrors of such a confla- 
gration, sought a fate less dreadful, by plunging into the 
sea, and about three hundred men were preserved by the 
boats belonging to some ships that accompanied the admi- 
ral in his voyage, but five hundred perished in the ocean. 

' DESCENT AT CANCALLE BAY. 

The king of Great Britain being determined to renew 
his attempt upon the coast of France, ordered a very for- 
midable armament to lie equipped for that purpose, two 
]X)werful squadrons Ity sea were destined for the service 
of this expedition ; the first, consisting of eleven great ships 
was commanded by lord Anson and sir Edward Hawke: 
the other, composs^d of four ships of the line, seven fri- 
gates, six sloops, two fire-ships,* two bombs, ten cutters, 
twenty tenders, ten store-ships, and one hundred trans- 
ports, was put under the direction of commodore Howe, 
who liad signalized himself by his gallantry and conduct 
in the course of the last fruitless expedition. The plan of 
a descent upj^m France ha\ing been adopted by the mi- 
nistry,* a body of troops, consisting of sixteen regiments, 
nii^'troops of light horse, and six thousand marines, was 
assrinliled for the execution of this design, and embarked 
under the command of the duke of Marlborough; a no- 
hleniaii, who, though he did not inherit all the military 
genius of his grandfather, yet far excelled him in the 
amiable and social qualities of the heart : he was brave 
lieyond all (juestion, generous to profusion, and gu‘>d' 
iiatured to excess. On this occasion he was assisted hy 
the couifcil.s of lord George Sackville, second in commandt 
son to the duke of Dorset; an o’llieer 'if experience and 
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reputatii)n, wlio had Jn the civil dcpiftments of govern- 
ment, exhibiU’d prools of extraorlinary genius and un- 
{•omraon application. The troops, having been encamped 
for some lime upon tire Isle of Wight, were embarked in 
the latter end of May, and the two fl|ets sailed in*tlje 
heginnitig’ of June for the coast of Bretagne, leaving the 
iwople of England flushed with the gayest hopes of victory 
and conciuest. 'Hie two fleets parted at sea: lord Alison, 
with his squadron, proceeded to the bay of Biscay, in 
order to watch the motions of the enemy’s ships, and 
harass their navigation ; while comrpodore Howe, with the 
land-forces, steered directly towards St. Maloes, a strong 
tdace of considerable cotiimeree, situated on the coast of 
Bretagne, against which the purposed invasiwi seemed to he 
chiefly intended. The tpwn, however, was found loo well 
fortified, both by art arid nature, to admit of an attempt 
by sea with any prospect of success; and, therefore, it was 
tf4lved to make a descent in the neighbourhood. After 
the fleet had been, by contrary winds, detained several 
days in sight of the French coast, it arrived in the bay of 
Cancalie, about two leagues to the eastward of St. Maloes, 
and Mr. Howe having silenced a small battery which the 
enemy had occasionally raised upon the beach, the troops 
were landed, without further opposition, on the sixth day 
of June, 'fhe duke of Marlborough immediately began his 
march towards St. Servan, with a view to destroy such 
shipping and magazines as might be in any accessible parts 
of the river; and this scheme was execute^ with success. 
A great quantity of naval stores, two ships of war, Several 
privateers, and about fourscore vessels of different nirts, 
were set on fire and reduced to ashes, almost under the 
t arinou of the place, which, however, they could not pre- 
Icnd to besiege in form. His grace having received re- 
peated advices that the enemy were busily employed in 
•issembling forces to march against him, returned to 
f-ancalle, where Mr. Howe bad made such a masterly dis- 
|>osiUon of the boats and transports, that the re-embark- 
ation of the troops was performed with surpriiling ease 
and expedition. The forties, while they remained on shore, 
Voi.V. 0 
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wi*re lestiviined f|VJi.n all outrages by tlie most severe dis- 
ci[)liiie; and the Frehcli housis, v^iieh their inha]}itaiils 
liad ahandoiied, were left nutuuehed. Immediately alter 
their lauding, the duke of MarlU,i'ough, as cotuinauder 
in ( hief, published and distributed a manifeslu, addressinl 
to tlie people of Bretagne, giving them to understand, 
tliat his des(.*« lit upon the coast was not effected with a de- 
sign to make war on the inhabitants of the open country, 
excej)t such as should he found in arms, or otherwise u)>- 
posing the operations of his Britannic majesty: that all 
who were willing to continue in peaceable possession ot 
tbeir effects, might rfcmaiu unmolested in their respective 
dwellings, and follow their usuai occupations: that, be- 
sides the custcjjins and taxes the) used to pay to their own 
king, nothing should lie required of them hut what was 
absolutely necessary for the suhSi'^tenee of the anny ; and 
that, for all provisions brought in, they should be paid in 
ready money. He concluded this notice with declaijpg, 
that if, notwithstanding these assurances of pntetion, 
they should carry ofi' their effects and provisions, and 
aiiandoii the places of their habitation, he would treat 
them as enemies^ |nd destroy their houses with fire and 
sword. To the niigistracy of S(. Maloes he likewise sent 
a letter, importing, that as all the inhabitants of the 
towns and villages between Diuaiit, Rennes, and Doll, 
now in hi^ possessippi had deserted their habitations, pro- 
bably to avoid the payment of the usual contributions ; 
and hebidng informed that the magistrates had compelled 
the ])es'plc of^be country to retire into the town of Saint 
Maloes ; he now gave them notice, that if they did nut 
immediately send them back to their houses, and come 
thembelves to his head-quarters, to settle the contributions, 
he should think himself obliged to proceed to military 
execution. These threats, however, were not put in force, 
although tlic magistrates of St. Maloes did not think 
proper to comply with his injunction. But it was found 
altogether impossible to prevent irregularities amongtroops 
that wer^ naturally licentious. Some houses were pillaged, 
and not without acts of barbarity $ hut the offenders were 
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l]l 

l»riHig;h( to justice; anO it be owned, as 

an iin'oulestable proofVf i5ie general’s humanity, that in 
destroying the magazines of the enemy at St. Scrvaii, which 
nifiy he termed the sui^rbs of St. Maloes, he ordered one 
sinali'Btore house to l)c spared, ])ecause it could nut be «ct 
on fire without endaugering the whole dAtrict. The Bri- 
tisli forces lieiiig re-eml)arked, iiichiding about five hundred 
light-horsc, wliicli had been disciplined and carried over 
with a view to scour the counti’y, the fleet was detained 
l»y contrary winds in the bay of Cancalle for several days, 
during which a design seems to have l)een formed for 
attacking Granville, which had been fccdniioitred by some 
ol the engineers ; but, in consequenc'e of their report, the 
Scheme was laid aside, and the fleet stood oi^ to sea, where 
it was exposed to some rough weather. In a few days, 
the wind blowing ill a aflnihern direction, they steered 
again towards the French coast, and ran in with the land 
neaf Havre-de-Grace, where the flat-bottomed boats, pru- 
uded for landing, were hoisted ouj, and a second dis- 
emharkation expected, But the wind blowing violently 
towards the evening, the boats were re-shipped, and the 
fleet obliged to quit the land, in qrder to avoid the 
dangeiTi of a lee-shore. 'Next day, the weather being 
more moderate, they, returned to the same station, and 
'U'dcrs were given to prepare for a descent; but the duke of 
Marlborough having taken a view of the coast, in an open 
t iilter, accompanied by commodore Howe, thought proper 
to wave the attempt. Their next step was to bear away 
liefure the wind for Cherbourg, in the nei^bourhaod of 
'^hich place the fleet came to auchor. Here some of^^the 
transports received the fire of six diflercnt batteries; 
•Old a considerable body of troops apfieared in arms to dir.- 
piue the landing ; nevertheless, the general resolved that 
flu* forts Qucrqueville, rUommet, and Gallct, should be 
attaeki*d in the night by the first regiment of guards. The 
'’oldicrs were actually distributed in the (lat-hottomed 
and every preparation made for this enterprise, 
''ficu the wind began to blow with such violenge, that 
'1 m* troops could not ho lauded without the iiujst iin- 
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niineiit danger a^(2, difficulty, nor properly sustained in 
case of a repulse, eve(^ if the (jjseipbarkation could have 
been effected. This attempt, therefore, was laid asid(>, 
but at the same time a resolution^, taken to stand in to- 
wai^ds the shore with the whole fleet, to cover a general 
landing. A disposition was made accordingly ; but the 
storm increasing, the transports ran foul of each other, 
and the ships were exposed to all the perils of a lee- 
shore, for the gale blew directly upon the coast; besides, 
the provisions began to fail, and the hay for the horses 
was almost consumed. These concurring reasons induced 
the commanders to postpone the disembarkation to a 
more favourable opportunity. The fleet stood out to sea, 
and the tempest abating, they steered for the Isle of 
Wight, and next day anchored at St. Helen’s. Such was 
the issue of an enterprise achieved with considerable suc- 
cess, if we consider the damage done to the enemy’s 
shipping, and the other objects which the minister |iail 
in view ; namely, to secure the navigation of the channel, 
and make a diversioif' in favour of the German allies, by 
alarming the French king, and obliging him to em- 
ploy a great number of troops to defend his coast from 
insult and invasiol ; but whether such a mighty arma- 
ment was necessary for the accomplishment of these 
petty aims, and whether the same armament might not 
have been employed in executing schemes of infinitely 
greater advantage to the nation, we shall leave to the 
judicious reader’s own reflection. 

i < 

; EXPEDITION AGAINST CHERBOURG. 

The designs upon the coast of France, though intt’f* 
rupted by tempestuous weather, were not as yet laid tisidc 
for the whole season ; but, in the mean time, the troops 
were disembarked on the Isle of Wight ; and one brigade 
marched to the northward, to join a body of troops, with 
which the government resolved to augment the army of 
the allicg in Germany, commanded by prince Ferdinand 
of Brunswick. The duke of Marlborough and lord George 
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(i|HMi the < Vie ^‘ouuuauS tif llie lUiiriiie exj»e- 

iliLioiib devolved to lieuteuaiit-geiiei’al Bligli, aii old exjie- 
rieneed oflicer, who iJd served with rejmtatioii ; and Ins 
roy.d highness prince Edward, afterwan^s created dulve of 
York, entered as a volunteer with commodore Howe, in 
order to learn the rudiments of the sea-serviee. The re- 
mainder of the troops being re-eraharked, and every thing 
prepared fur the second expedition, the fleet sailed from 
${, Helen’s ou the first of August; and after a tedious pas- 
sage, from calms aud contrary wiijds, anchored on the 
si’\entli in the bay of CherlH)urg. Jfy this time the enemy 
had intrenched themselves within & line, extending from 
the fori Ecffiurdevillc, which stands aliout two miles to 
the westward of Cherbourg, along the coast for the space 
of four miles, forlificd'with several batteries at proper 
dis^nccs. ikhind this retrenchment a body of horse 
■uu" infantry appeared in red and blue uniforms; hut as 
tiicy <li(l not advance to the o|)eu biach, the less risk was 
‘ im in lauding the llritish forces. At first a bomb-keloli 
liiul lieeii sent to anchor near the town, ami throw some 
''hells into the place, as a feint to amilse the enemy, aud 
‘icceive them with regard to the place of disembarka- 
hon, while the general had determined to land about a 
league to the westward of <2uerquevillc,the most western 
Ihrt in the bay. The other bomb-ketehes, being posted 
aleng slvire, did considerable execution upon the intrench- 
luciits, nut only by throwing shells in the i^ual way, but 
<dso by using ball mortars, filled with great quanfities of 
h-ills, which may lie thrown to a great distance, aiiH, by 
>callcring as they fly, do abundance of mischief. While 
>hi* ketches fired without ceasing, the grenadiers and 
guards were rowed regularly ashore in the flat-bottomed 
Iwiats, and, landing without opposition, instantly foruuul, 
a small open portion of the beach, with a natural 
breastwork in their front, hoving on the other side a 
hollow way, ami a village rising beyond it with a sudden 
‘‘'Cent' on ilu* left, the ground was intersected *bj hedges. 
*«ul covered with orchards, and from this quarter the 

y2 
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enemy advanced rfS order. The British troops imme- 
diately quitted the bteast-wort;, i<f order to meet them 
half way, and a stragg-ling lire began ; but the French 
edging to the left, took possession olHhe hill, from whence 
they piqueered with the advanced posts of the English. In 
the mean lime, the rest of the infantry were disembarked, 
and the enemy at night retired, As the light troops were 
not yet landed, general Bligh encamped that night at the 
village of Erville, on a piece of ground that did nut extend 
above four hundred paces : so that the tents were pitched 
in a cn)wded and irregular manner. Next morning, the 
general having received intelligence that no parties of the 
enemy were seen moving on the hill, or in the plain, and 
that fort Queyjueville was entirely abandoned, made a 
disposition for marching in two columns to Cherbourg. 
An advanced party took immedia'te possession of Qnerquc' 
ville j and the lines and batteries along the shore were 
deserted by the enemy. The British forces marchiDgi)C' 
bind St. Aulrie, Ecccpdeville, Hominet, and La Galel, 
found the town of Cherbourg likewise abandoned, and 
the gates being open, entered it without opposition. The 
citizens, encourage^ by a manifesto containing a promise 
of protection, which had been puRlished and distributed, iu 
order to quiet their apprehensions, received t heir new guests 
with a good grace, overwhelming them with civilities, for 
which they met with a very ungrateful return; for as the 
bulk of the army was not regularly encamped and superin- 
tended, the soldiers were at liberty to indulge themselves iu 
riot and licentfuusuess. All night long they ravaged the ud- 
jaceq^ country without restraint; and as no guards bad 
been regularly placed in the streets and avenues of Cher- 
bourg, to prevent disorders, the town itself was not ex- 
empted from pilhge and brutality. These outrages, how- 
ever, were no sooner known, than the general took imme- 
diate steps for putting a stop to them for the present, and 
preventing all irregularities for the future. Next morning 
tlie place being reconnoitred, he determined to destroy, 
without dslay, all the forts and the basin ; and the execu- 
tion of this design was left to the ebgineers, assisted by the 
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officers of the fleet aud artillery. Gfiigt sums of money 
had been expended u^)n ^he harbtAir and basin of Cher- 
bourg,^, which at one time was considered by the French 
court as an object of -^reat importance, from its situation 
respecting the river Seine, as well as the opposite coa^ of 
England ; but as the works were left tiniinished, in all 
appearance the plan bad grown into disreputation. The 
enemy had raised several unconnected batteries along the 
bay ; but the town itself was quite open and defenceless. 
While the engineers were employed in demolishing the 
works, the light horse scoured the country, and detach- 
ments were every day sent out towards Walloigii, at the 
distance of four leagues from Cherbourg, where the enemy 
were encamped, and every hour received ^inforcemcnts. 
Several skirmishes were fought by the out-parties of each 
army, in one of which cafftain Lindsay, a gallanf young offi- 
cer. who had been veiy instrumental in training the light 
hole, was mortally wounded. The harbour and basin of 
(’herbourg being destroyed, together with all the forts 
in the neighbourhood, and about twenty pieces of brass 
cannon secured on board the English ships, a contribution, 
amounting to about three thousand i^unds sterling, was 
exacted upon the town, ifiidaplan of re-embarkation con- 
certed i as it appeared from the reports of peasants and 
deserters, that the enemy were already increased to a for- 
midable number. A slight intrenchment being raised, 
sufficient to defend the last division that should be re-em- 
barked,.the stores and artillery were shipped, and the light 
horses conveyed on board their respectivJiransptrts, by 
means of platforms laid in the flat-l^ttomed vessels^ On 
the sixteenth day of August, at three o’clock in the morn- 
ing, the forces marched from Cherbourg down to the beach, 
and re-embarked at fort Galet, without the least disturb- 
ance from the enemy. 

DESCENT AT ST. MALOES. 

This service being happily performed, the flett set sail 
fnr the coast of Englitnd, and anchored in the road of 
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WcyiiK'Ulli, liiul /iTu'Juj;!) I.ind of |/(;j*ti.iii<i, iiilv\oil,t\ 
it wi>i» lull and stood a^niii to tlio soutliward; but wa- 
obliged, liy contrary winds, tt) rotini to tin* saiiii* ridiuf*'. 
The second enbrt, however, was moro effectual, "i’he tied 
witl/ some difficulty kept the sea, and stecniiti; to the 
French c(»ast, came to anchor in the bay of St, Lutnirc, 
(wo leaii’iics to tlie westward of St. Maloes, ai^ainst winch 
it was determined to make another attempt. 'J'he sloops 
and ketches bring ranged along .shore to cover tlie discni 
barkatioij, tlie troop.s lauded on a fair open lieach, and a 
detachment of grenadiei’s was sent to the harlwur o( 
SI . Hriae, above tlie town of St. Maloes, where they de- 
stroyed aliout fifteen small ve.ssels; but St. Maloes iihcll 
being properly surveyed, appeared to lie above iiisult, cit hci 
bom the laiubfoim or the shipping. The mouth of flu 
ri\er that forms its b:isiii, cxteiiils above two miles in 
breadth at its narrowest part, so as to be out of the re;^ !' 
of laud-batteries, and the entraiiee is defended by such 
forts and batteries as fhe ships of war could not invleinl 
to sih'iiee, considering the difficult navigation of the chan 
riels ; besides fifty [)ieces of large cannon planted on the'.f 
forts and batteries, tiic enemy Inyl inoiiiited forty on Uu’ 
we.st side of the town j and llie basin was, moreover, 
slrengthencil by seven frigates or armed vessels, wh(»se 
Kuns miglit have been brought to bear upon any battcric* 
that could be raised on shore, as well as upon ships enter- 
ing hy the usual cbaiinel. For these substantial reasons 
tlie desipi agap*'! St. Maloes was dropped ; hut the gene 
ral being unwilling to re*embark, without having takcti 
^.omc ttep for tlie further aanoyanec of the enenny, rcsobt d 
to penetrate into the country, conducting his motions 
however, so as to lie near the fleet, which had, hy ihi' 
time, (piittcd the hay of Si. Lunaire, where it could ntd 
ride with any safety, and anchored in the bay of St. ('as 
about three le-igues to the westward. 

J?.NGLISll DEFEATED AT ST. CAS. 

‘X. vighthofSepteinher, general Blifli, 
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lus little army, began his march forG^yJjlo, at the distance 
uF nine miles, which reached in the evening: next day 
he crossed a little gut or inlet of the sea, at low water, 
and his troops l)eingin(‘on\moded by the peasants, who 
fired at them from nedges and houses, he sent a pyest 
with a message, intimating, that if they^would not desist, 
he would reduce their houses to ashes. No regard being 
paid to this intimation, the houses were actually set on 
Are as soon as the troops had formed their camp about 
two miles on the other side of the inlet. Next morning 
he proceeded to the village of Matignon, where, after 
some smart skirmishing, the Frenth piquets appeared, 
drawn up in order, to the number of two battalions; but 
having sustained a few shot from the English field-pieces, 
and seeing the grenadiers advance, they suilclenly dispersed. 
General Hligh continuing his route tlirough the village, 
encamped in the open ground, about three miles from the 
hajlof St. Cas, which was this day reconnoitred fur re-em- 
harkation; for he now received undoubted intelligence, 
that the duke d’Aiguillon had advanced from Brest to 
Lambale, within six miles of the English camp, at tho 
bead of twelve regular battalions, six squadrons, two 
regiments of militia, eight mortars, an) ten pieces of can- 
non. The bay of St. Cas was covered by an intrenchmeut 
which the enemy had thrown up, to prevent or oppose any 
disembarkation ; and on the outside of this work there 
was a range of sand hills extending along shore, which 
could have served as a cover to the enemy, from whence 
they might have annoyed the troops m*>-emb^king; 
for this reason a proposal was made to the general, that 
the forces should be re-embarked from a fair open roach 
on the left, between St. Cas and Guiido; but this advice 
was rejected, and, indeed, the subsequent operations of 
the army savoured strongly of blind security and rash pre- 
sumption. Had the troops decamped in the night without 
ooisp, in all probability they would have arrived at the 
heach before the French bad received the least intelli- 
gence of their motion ; and, in that case, the wh^e army, 
consisting of about six,thousand men, might have been 
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re-enibiirked llie lt*ast interruption ; but» instc.ui 

i>f this cautums inaiA’ier of pfoceifSing, the <lruins were 
beaten at two o elo»‘k in the morning, as if witli intention 
to give notice to the enemy, who V,irthwith repeated the 
sarye signal. The troops wei'e in motion before three, and 
though the Icnj^Lh of the march did not exceed three 
miles, the halts and iiiterruplions were so numerous and 
frequent, that they did not arrive (m the beach of St. Cas 
till nine. Then the embarkation was begun, and might 
have been happily finished, had the transports lain near 
the shore, and reeeiv(‘d the men as fast as the boats could 
h.'i\e conveyed tlo'm on board, without distinction; hut 
nnmy ships rode at a considerable distance, and every boat 
rarried the in^u on board the respective transports l(* 
which they belonged; a punctilio of disposition by which 
a great <leal of time was unnee'ftssarily consumed. The 
small ships and l)omb-ketches were j)ri)Ught near |hc 
siiorc, to cover the (miharkation ; and a considerable iinn) 
b(‘r of sea-ofiicers wcje stationed on the beach, to super 
int(‘nd the boats’ crews, and regulate the service; hut, 
notwithstanding all their attention and authority, some 
nf the boats were ^herwise employed than in conveying 
the unhappy soldiers. Had all tlfe cutters and small ci'iiCt 
belonging to the fleet been properly occupied in this ser 
V ice, the disgrace and disaster of the day would scarce have 
liappcned. The British forces had skirnushed a little on 
the march, but no considerable body of the enemy appeared 
until the embarkation was begun ; then they took pos- 
session rf an cA'iihciice by a windmill, and forthwith opened 
a battery of ten cannon and eight mortars, from whence 
they ^ircd with considerable effect upon the wjldiers oi\ 
the hea(‘h, and on the boats in their passage. Tl»ey after 
wards began to inarch down the lull, partly covered l)> a 
hollow way on their left, with a design to gain a wood, 
where they might form and extend themselves along i1h’ 
trout of the English, and advance against them luidci 
shelter of the sand-hills ; hut in their descent they suf 
fered exti^iuely fn)in the crimiou and mortars of the ship 
)'in£v rthieh uluI** great liav(*ck hnil threw them iid 
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MJiifusion. Tlieii line of march down tllidiill was staggered, 
and for some time ^ntkiued in dispense; then they 
tiirncd ('(T to one side, extended themselves along a hill 
to their left, and advanced in a hollow way, from whence 
t hey suddenly rushed out U) the attack. Though the greftter 
^vart of the British troops were already embarked, the 
rear-guard, consisting of all the grenadiers, and half of 
(he first n'giment of guards, remained on the shore, to 
tlie miiubcr of fifteen hundred, under the command of 
liuijor.general Duiy. This officer, seeing the French ad- 
vance, ordered his troo]>s to form in grand divisions, and 
march from behind the bank that covered them, in order 
ti' charge the enemy before they could be formed on the 
plain. Had this step Ijeen taken when was first sug- 
gested to Mr. Dury, before the French were disengaged 
h'om the hollow way, pirhaps it might have so far suc- 
ceeded as to disconcert and throw them into confusion; 
I'urby this time they had extended themselves into a very 
lorntidable front, and no hope remained of being able to 
withstand such a superior number. Instead of attempt- 
ing to fight against such odds in an open field of battle, 
they might have retreated along the ijpach to a rock on 
the left, in which progrAJs their right flank would have 
been secured by the iutrenchment; and the enemy could 
not have pursued them along the shore, without being 
exposed to such a fire from the shipping, as in ail proba- 
bility they could not have sustained. This scheme was 
likewise proposed to Mr. Dury; but b esee med to he 
actuated by a spirit of in^tuation. Tn^tngUsh line 
being drawn np in uneven ground, began the action ^ith 
an irregular fire from right to left, which the enemy re- 
ttirned; but tbeir usual fortitude and resolution seemed 
to forsake them on this occasion. They saw themselves 
in danger of being surrounded and cut in pieces ; their 
officers dropped on every side; and all hope of retreat 
"as now intercepted. In this cruel dilemma, their spirits 
failed; they were seized with a panic;- they faultered, 
they broke ; and in less than five minutes afterdPhe en- 
psgenient began they fled in the utmost confusion, pur- 
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sued by the cneltly, no sooner saw them give way 
than they fell in among them' with their bayonets fixed, 
and made a great carnage. General Dury being danger- 
ously wounded, ran into the sea, ^hcre he perished ; and 
thA' was the fat^ of a great number, officers as well as 
soldiers, Many swam towards the boats and vessels, 
which were ordered to give them all manner of assistance ; 
but by far the greater number were either butchered on 
the beach, or drowned in the water : a small body, how- 
ever, instead of throwing themselves into the sea, retired 
to the rock on the lj*ft, where they made a stand, until 
they bad exhausted their ammunition, and then surren* 
dered at discretion. The havoc was moreover increased 
by the shot aiiU shells discharged from the battery which 
the enemy had raised on the hill. The slaughter would 
not have been so great, had no^the French soldiers been 
exasperated by the fire from the frigates, which was^till 
maintained even after the English troops were routed; 
but this was no soontr silenced by a signal from the com- 
modore, than the enemy exhibited a noble example of 
moderation and humanity, in granting immediate quarter 
and protection toithe vaitquished. About one thousand 
chosen men of the English army were killed and taken 
prisoners on this occasion: nor was the advantage cheaply 
purchased by the French troops, among whom the shot 
and shells from the frigates and ketches bad done great 
execution. The clemency of the victors was the more 
remarkable, pc the British troops in this expedition had 
been fh»mcrai]y guilty of mt^auding, pillaging, burning) 
andf{ other excesses. War is so dreadful in itself, and so 
severe in its consequences, that the exercise of generosity 
and compassion, by which its horrors are mitigated, ought 
ever to be applauded, encouraged, and imitated. We 
ought also to use our best endeavours to deserve this 
treatment at the bands of a civilized enemy. Let us lie 
humane in our turn to those whom the fate of war has 
subjected to our power : let us, in prosecuting our military 
operatililns, maintain the most rigid discipline among the 
troops, and religiously abstain f^m all acts of violence 
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xA oj>vressioii. Tlnis, a laudable ^fculalioii will un- 
doubtoiily ensue, aiu^tlu;* powers at war vie with each 
other in humanity au^ politeuLSH. In other respects, 
the commander of y invading armainent will always 
liiul his account in being: well with the^ common pe(i|)ie 
of the country in which the descent is made. By civil 
treatment and seasonable gratifications they will be en- 
couraged to bring into the camp regular supplies of pro- 
xision and refreshment , they will mingle with the soldiers, 
aud even form friendships among them : serve as guides, 
messengers, and interpreters; let out their cattle for 
hiic as draft horses ; work with their own persons as day- 
lnhonrers ; discover proper fords, bridges, roads, passes, 
and defiles ; and, if artfully managed, coronunicate many 
useful hints of intelligence. If great care and circum- 
spection be not exerted^in maintaining discipline, and 
the licentious disposition of the soldiers, such in* 
vasi(»ns will be productive of nothing but miscarriage and 
^iisgracet for this, at Ixist, is but a|>iratical, way of car- 
ding on war; and the troops engaged in it are, in some 
njcasure, debauched by the nature of the service, They 
are crowded together in transports, -yhere the minute 
particulars of military ofder cannot be olwerved, even 
fiio\igh the good of the service greatly depends upon a due 
oliservancc of these forins. The soldiers grow negligent, 
and inattentive to cleanness and the exterior ornaments 
el dress: they become slovenly, slothful, and altogether 
unfit for a return of duty ; they are tainbljed about occa- 
‘'ioually in ships and boats J^uided and in a 

luumliuous manner, under a divided and disorderl^ra- 
inand; they are accustomed to retire at the first report 
nf an approaching enemy, and to take shelter on another 
(ikmetit; nay, their small pillaging parties are often 
obliged to fly before unarmed p(*»f=ants. Their duty on 
^ueb occasions is the most unmanly part of a soldier’s 
nfiice; namely, to ruin, ravage, and destroy. They soon 
yield to the temptation of pillage, aud are habituated to 
J’apine: they give loose to intemperance, riot, an^intoxi- 
<^ation; commit a thodsand excesses; and, when the 
Voi. V. R 
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fiiPiny appears ri;^,on boartl the ship's vviDi il»‘ir I'ooi; 
Thus the dii^uity ol Ue sc rvieejis (l^l)asi;d; they Irwse aii 
sense of honour arnl of shaun, ; they aie no longer re 
strioted by military laws, nor overiwed by Hie authority 
of ofFieers ; in a word, they dcgetmihtc into a speeies of 
lawless buceaneeiv. From such a total relaxation of morals 
and discipline, what can ensue hut riot, coiifusion, dis- 
honour, and defeat? All the advantage that can be ex- 
pected from these sudden starts of invasion, will scarce 
overbalance the evils we have mentioned, together with 
the extraordinary expense of equipping armaments of tins 
nature. True it is,rthese descents oblige the Frenrii 
king to employ a considerable number of his troops for the 
defence of his maritime places ; they serve to ruin the trade 
of hifi subjects, protect the navigation of Great Britain, and 
secure its coast from invasion ; hyt these puqioses might 
be as effectually answered, at a much smaller expense, by 
the shipping alone. Should it be judged expedient, bdw- 
ever, to prosecute this desultory kind of war, the com- 
manders employed in‘'it will do well to consider, that a 
descent ought never to be hazarded in an eneni}'^ 
country, without having taken proper precautions to 
secure a retreat; t^at the severest discipline ought to lx 
preserved during all the operations of the campaign ; that 
a general ought never to disembark but upon a well-con 
certed plan, nor commence his military transactions with- 
(Hit some immediate point or object in view ; that a re- 
eiuharkatioii uiigl]|t never to be attempted, except from a 
clear c^ien lieirli, ’^iiere the approaches of an enemy may 
be scf «iVd the troops cuver^d by the fire of their ship- 
ping' Those who presume to reflect upon the parlicujaf^ 
of this last expcdil ion, owned themsehes at a loss to ar 
count for the conduct of the general, in remaining oc 
shore after the design upon St. Maloes was laid aside; in 
penetrating so far into the country, without any visible 
object ; neglecting the repeated intelligence winch he iv- 
reived; coni mun leafing, byhf'at of drum, his midnigld 
motions^o an enemy cf double bis force ; bitering m nf 
seven hours in a march of threj* miles; and, lastly, a* 
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the re-eitibarkation of (1% troops at a jiiacc 
w litre 110 )>rop(;r nidksuris had be^n taken for their cover 
niid defenee. After the action of St. Cas, some civilities, 
1)}' tncssa{?e, passed ^tween the duke d’Aiguilloii and the 
English commanders, who were ftivoured with a list rif the 
pri.suncrs, including four sea captains ; lAul assured that the 
wounded should receive all possible comfoid; and assistance. 
These matters being adjusted, commodore Howe returned 
with the fleet to Spithead, and the soldiers were dis- 
embarked. 

The success of the attempt upon Cherbourg had ele- 
vated the people to a degree of chiAlish triumph ; and the 
government thought proper to indulge this petulant spirit 
of exultation, by exposing twenty-one pieces of French 
cannon in Hyde-park, from whence they were drawn in 
procession to the Towif, amidst the acclamations of the 
populace. From this pinnacle of elation and pride they 
were precipitated to the abyss of despondence or dejection, 
by the account of the miscarrii^e at St. Cas, which 
buoyed up the spirits of the Freiich in the same pro- 
portion. The people of that nation began to stand in need 
of some such cordial after the losses they had sustained, 
and the ministry of Vorsailles did not fail to make the 
most of this advantage: they published a pompous nar- 
rative of the battle of St. Cas, and magnified into a mighty 
victory the puny check which they bad given to the rear- 
guard of an inconsiderable detachment. The people re- 
ceived it with implicit belief, because it was agreeable to 
their passions, and congratulated theriBMvqs^ myn their 
success in hyperboles, dictated by that vivaeJiyW pecu- 
liar to the French nation. Indeed, these are artifices 
which the ministers of every nation find it necessary to 
use at certain conjunctures, in governing the turbulent 
:md capricious multitude. After the misfortune at St. Cas, 
nothing further was attempted by that armament; nor 
was any enterprise of importance achieved by the British 
ships in Europe during the course of this summer. The 
cruisers, however, still continued active andalei^ Captain 
Hervey, in the ship Monmouth, destroyed a French shin 
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of forty guns in ihjg, island of Malta; an exploit of wlmb 
the Maltese loudly co^j>])lained,^as .'yviolation of their neii- 
trality. About twenty sail of small French vessels were 
driven ashore on the rocks of lircVigne, by some cruisers 
belonging to the fleet comtnandedSy lord Anson, after n 
sm&t engagement with two frigates, under whoso convoy 
they sailed. In the mouth of November the Helliqiieux, 
a French ship of war, niountod with sixty^four guns, 
having, by mistake, run up St, George’s channel, and 
anchored in Luudy-road, captain Saumarez, of the Aiite> 
lope, then lying in King-road, intmediately weighed and 
went in quest of her/ according to the advice he had re- 
ceived. When he appeared, the French captain heaved 
np his anchor, and made a show of ])repanng for an en- 
gagement; but soon hauled down his colours, and, with- 
out firing a shot, surrendered, wi^h a complement of four 
hundred and seventeen men, to a ship of inferior force, 
both in number of hands and weight of metal. By Aiis 
time the English privateers swarmed to such a degree in 
the channel, that scaSce a French vessel durst quit the 
harbour, and couse((uently there was little or no booty to 
be obtained. In this dearth of legal prizes, some of the 
adventurers were dmpted to cojnmit acts of piracy, and 
actually rifled the ships of neutral nations. A Dutch vess(d, 
having on board the baggiige and domestics belonging t(i 
the marquis de Piguatelli, ambassador from the court of 
Spain to the king of Denmark, was boarded three times 
successively by the crews of three different privateers, who 
forced the rummaged the bold, broke open and 

rifled tpy .Vunks and boxes eff *the ambassador, insulted 
and (Veu cruelly bniised his officers, stripped his df)- 
mestics, and carried off his effects, together with letters of 
credit, and a bill of exchange. Coniphiints of these out- 
rages being made to the court of Loinlon, the )ord‘‘ of 
the ado^raUy promised, in the gazette, a reward of 
hundred*' pounds, without dciluction, to any j)er5on who 
should discover the ollejulers corKrerned in these acts of 
piraty. Some of them were detected accordingly, 
b§$ight ft cpndign punishment , 
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f LAAfOURS OF T&E OUTCH \lERCHANTS, &c. 

The Dntclj liad for fume time carried on a very eonsi- 
dciable trntfie, not oifly in taking the fair advantag^if of 
their neutrality, but also in supplying the Fiench with 
naval stores, and transporting the produce of tlie French 
sugar-colonics to Europe, as carriers hired by the pro- 
j'rietors. The English government, incensed at this unfair 
eonunerce, prosecuted with such flagrant ])arliality for 
their enemies, issued orders for the cruisers to arrest all 
ships of neutral powers that sh'’ dd have French projicrty 
oil board; and these orders were executed with rigour 
and severity. A great number of Dutch shjps were taken, 
and condemned as legal prizes, both in England and Ja- 
maica : sometimes the oilers met with hard measure, and 
ioine crews were treated with insolence and barbarity. 
Th? subjects of the United Provinces raised a loud clamour 
against the English, for having, by these captures, violated 
the law of nations, and the parlicnhfr treaty of commerce 
subsisting between Great Britain and the republic, Re- 
monstrances were made to the English ministry, who ex- 
pustulaled, in their turn> with the depVies of the states- 
gciteral ; and the two nations were inflamed against each 
other with the most bitter animosity. The Bfitish resi- 
dent at the Hague, in a conference with the states, re- 
presented, that the king his master could not hope to see 
peace speedily re-established, if the neutral princes should 
assume a right of carrying on the trade *ff^iiig^cnynies ; 
lhat he expected, from th^fr known justice, a!)INi|e al- 
liance by which they were so nearly connected wit? his 
subjects, they would honestly abandon this fraudulent 
commerce, and iigree that naval stort*s should be compre- 
bended in the class of contraband commodities. He an- 
swered some articles of the complaints they bad made 
with an apjmarance of candour and moderation j declared 
I'i-'i majesty’s abhorrence of the violences which had been 
‘■’onmiitted upon the subjects of the United Piijjfvinces ; 
‘^'’^plained the steps which had been taken by the English 
suvernment to bring the offenders to justice, as well as to 
K 2 
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prevent such outffge^ for the future; and assured them, 
that his Britiuiuic majesty bdd iiothinfif more at heart, 
than to renew and maintain, in force, the mutual con- 
lideuee and friendsiiip by which maritime powers of 
England and H(^land had been so Ion;; united. 

These professions of esteem and aflection were not sufTi- 
cient to quiet the miiids, and appease the resentment ul 
the Dutch merchants ; and the French party, which wat 
both numerous and powerful, employed all their art and 
influence to exasperate their passions, and widen the 
breach between the Jwo nations. The court of Versailles 
did not fail to seize this opportunity of insinuation : while, 
on one hand, their miuister.s and emissaries in Holland ex- 
a§;gerated the* indignities and injuries which the states 
had sustained from the insolence and rapacity of the 
English ; they, on the other hand, flattered and cajoled 
them with little advantages in trade, and formal ))rofessibi]K 
of respect. Such was the memorial delivered by the count 
d'Affiy, intimating thftt the empress-queen being under an 
absolute necessity of employing all her forces to defend 
her hereditary dominions in Germany, she had been obliged 
to withdraw her troops from Osteud and Nieuport, and 
applied to the French king, as her ally nearest at hand, to 
garrison these two places, which, however, should be 
restored ai the peace, or sooner, should her imperial ma- 
jesty think proper. The spirit of the Dutch merchants, 
at this juncture, and their sentiments with respect to 
England, apDef *5f4 with very high colouring in a memorial 
to thf.(‘;*f-LSgeneral, subsoeibed by two hundred and 
sixtjfiilne traders, composed and presented with equal 
secrecy and circumspection. In this famous remonstram c 
they complained, that the violences and unjust depredations 
committed by the English ships of war and privateers on 
the vessels and effects of them and their fellow-subjects, 
were not only continued, but daily multiplied ; and cruelty 
and excess carried to such a pitch of wanton barbarity, 
that the petitioners were forc^ to implore the assistance 
of theirViigh mi^^nesses to protect, in tlie most efiica* 
eious manner, the^mmerce and* navigation, which were 
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the two sinews of the Republic. For^Iiffncccssary purpose 
they offered to eontribute ^ach his eor^tingent, and to arm 
ill their own charge ;iand other propositions were made 
for an immediate au'^entation of the marine. While 
this party industriously exerted all their jwwer and erSdit 
to effect a rupture with England, the princess gouvernantc 
employed all her interest and address to divert them from 
this object, and alarm them with respect to the power and 
designs of France ; against which she earnestly exhorted 
them to augment their military forces by land, that they 
might be prepared to defend themselves against all inva- 
sion. At the same time she spared no pains to adjust the 
differences between her husb.'md s country and her father s 
kingdom ; and, without doubt, her healing councils were 
of great efficacy in preventing matters from coming to a 
very dangerous extremity. 


NOTES. 


I 'I liiHwim lilt' rcoMii Unit wni publicly 
•iKsiKutd for hia quittint' Uit uriiiy ; 
but a iiiiK li more probubl n bich 
waa only wbiapcrea, avi ' have 
b(cn, that thia prtiivc, than mhoin 
Mat ever wna more ri’niarkabk for 
biiiuanity and the aonal virtnra, (iia> 
bkiUK riotuit prorenliiiga of the 
king hia brother, could not r«l>»:# 
Irum cxpoatulating with him on that 
aubject; upon which hia miyckty, with 
an air of great diaapprubatioii, told 
him, “Tliat the air of Uerlm wonid 
be better for him than that of the 
wiap.” The prince accordingly retired 
to Berlin, where he died aoon after; 
crief and concern for the welihre of hia 
brother, and fur Uie atepa taheii by 
b'Hi, haring no amall ahare in hia 
dtath. • 

5 ^’e are told, that he miatook iheae 
Croats for Truaainn hnaaaura Butaome 
of the circumataiicea of thia inya(|erioua 
aflair wore interpreted into a premedi- 


tnti-d drsign in tlir prinre to be taken 
’ pritoner. It cHuiiot f|li( rwiae Iw aup< 
posed that a man of Ins rank, a prince, 
a commamicr in (hief, should uiB- 
(ioiialy Hiidirtuke the alwayw daug«^ 
■one task of rmiiiuoitrring the tneiny, 
with ao alight an attendance aa oniy 
one man, ani^.^but a even 
if nc had jndge^^|||j^ry to ace 
things with hii own (yurllioine ae. 
vret dissatiifaction, hitiiertu i^nown 
to 111, may possibly have been the canae 
ufhia taking thia step; or, whicli aeems 
atill more pruhalile, he iiiighl be 
aabamed, or, pcrhaiw, even alraid, to 
Kc the king hia maater, after having 
ao iujudiciouaiy abandoned the de- 
fence of Bnalau, by i)Uitiiiig his lines, 
which, It la asserted, hia Prussian ma 
jeaty had sent him express orders not 
to quit on any account whatever, for 
that be would rertain]||te with him 
the fifth of December, in which w« 
shall find be kept hia word. 
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.i WlnlHt the Auitrians wen coj^lncdni; 
them to prison, on their route they 
chaiieci] to hear ut the victory their 
master liad i;aiii<d at Kosbaih Anr 
mated by tliese tidings, they unaui 
mausly rose upon the escurt that 
giiaraed them, which happening not to 
be very strong, they entirely dispersed. 
I'biih freed, tlicy maniitd uu, not veiy 
certain of their way, in hopes to rqoiii 
some corps .of the Prussian troops, 
their countrymen. The same furtum | 
which freed them led them directly to 
the army commauded hy the king { 
himself, whirhwas haitniiiigto their 
relief, as well ns to that of ^ prince 
of Bevern. This uiicxpectcir meetn g 
was equally pleasing to hath, the pri« 
soners not having heard any thing uf 
Ins luiyestj’s march^‘,aod,attheai 
time, this lucky incident, whilst it 
addcil a considerahlc strength to thi 
army, added likewise to its vonlidfiiee 
for the slightest occurrtuie is con 
strued into au omen by au army at the 
eve of an engagement. 

Such was the ngour of the season, that 
some hundreds of the sentinels |!rup|ied 
down dead on their several posts, un* 
able to sustain the severity of the cold. 
The Germans lie under the general re< 
pruoch of paying very litde regard to 
the lives of their soldiers, ''and indeed 
this practice of winter caminiigns, in 
such a cold country, bespeaks very little 
reg V i to the d^ itates of humanity. 
1 hrrc was i strange combination of 
names belonging to this privateer; the 
Terrible, equipped at Execution Dork, 
commauded by captain Death, whoie 
lieutenant was called Devil, and who 
had one/ihost fobfOd^Jon. 

These vfej Robert. Hcnly, lord 
keepebcff^e great seal ; John, earl of 
Graiif lie, preiddeut of the council ; 
Thoinrs Holies, duke of Newcasilr, 
first commissioner of the treasury ; 
Robert, earl of lloldernessc, one of the 
principal secretaries ufsute; Philip, 
earl of Hardwicke; and William 
Pitt, eiq. another of the princiiml w* 
cretancB of state. In the name and 
on the part of his Prussian miyesty, 
the fiieura Dado Henry, baron of 
Knyplianscn, hii privy^ounsellor of 
emii ay, aty^miniater plenipotentiary 
at Uu court of London] and Louis 


ificlii^ his resilient and charge d ai 

7 r'irtliei »y recovery of this flit. 
fcit,t|‘ V -ted, that the plai 
111 sij^ action might only set iortii 
III the Icclaration or bill, that the d(> 
fi uthiiit was indebted lo him in tht si,n, 
of fifty pounds, alleging thi oiriiKi 
for which the suit should he hnnurlit, 
umi that the defendant had acud cun 
trary to this act, without meniiuiinif 
the writ of summons to parhiinicui, 
or the return thereof ; and, upon 

be iildigtd to prove the vrit of i 
. irliiiii 

thereof, or uiiy warrant or miihoniy 
to the sheriff upon any such writ 
thht every such action should be com- 
menecd within nine mouths alter tlic 
fact comraitteil ; and that, if the 
plaintiff slmulil ducoiitiiine his action, 
or\.e non-suitfd, or have judguunt 
given ag nst mm, the defenddut 
should recover treble costs. ^ 
d Robert Hunter Morris reprcRentef!, 
in a {ictitio'n to tbe hunse, that an uo 
salt was made in the British coloim-s 
in America, they were obliged to de- 
pend upon B precarious supply of tiiAt 
commodity fVom foreigners; he, tliere- 
fore, offerd to undertake the making 
ofnariiie-salt at a moderate price in 
one of those colonics, at bis own risk 
and charge, provided he conld be he- 
cuKd in the eiyoymcut of tbe profits 
which the work, might produce, lor 
such a term of years as might seem to 
tbe house a proper and adequate com- 
pensathm for so great an iindertakmK. 
'llie petition was ordered to lie upon 
the table; afterwards rend, ami n- 
■ftcred to a conmiiltce, which, Iiom- 
ever, made no report— A ciKumstanic 
not easily accounted for, unless m 
suppose the house ofeominons wereof 
Ojiiiuon, that such an enterprise might 
contribute towards rendering our co 
louies too independent of their mo' 
ther-couutry. Equally unaccountable 
was the miscarriage of another hill, 
brought in for regulating the manner 
of licensing aleliuusrs, wbich was rend 
fo.” the first time ; hut when a rantiun 
was made ibr a second reading, the 
qiintioii wu put, and it passed in tbe 
ucgfiltve. 
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CMArfER XV. 

IKiliiiou tigainsl Senegal •..•Fort Lcwiiaml Senegal la1(cn....lJD4urceBs^l At* 
tempi ii|ii)ii(jAree....RK|ii’clilU)li to ('upr Breton.... umwbuurg t.ik(ii....nml 
St. ,lohn'H....UnbUCii'isful Attempt iipun 'rironiicroga....Fort rruiihiiac 
uk( It and di'Btroyrd by the Fnglub. ... Ungadicr Forbei takea Fort (In ^ueeue 
....Gorec taken.... Shipwreck of Cupiaiti Barton.... Galiaut Exploit of 
Captain Tyrrell.... TraiMaetioui in the Ejst.lnd>cR.... Admiral FocoeV*- rn* 
gagis the French Fleet.... Fort St. David’i taken by the French..... Seroiid 
Kngng(mrnt betwefn Admiral Pococke anil M. d. Aprbr....Pr<i{'ra!. of 
hi. Lilly.... Trauiactioiw on the rontinent of Euruiw....King of I'nisMa 
Mises Contributions in Saxony, and the Donmnoni oi the Duke of Uirtein* 
hi rg.... State of the Armies on the Continent. ..llie Frtnch King iliangei 
the Administration of Hanover.. ..Plan of a I'reaty lietwein the Frnich King 
and the Landgrave oi IlesBr*CuBel.. ..'treaty between the French King and 
the Duke of Brunswick.... Decree of the Auhe pouuj^l againii the F.lector 
of [ lanover and others. . . . Urenien taken by the Duke oT Drugliu, and retaken 
hyl’rincc Ferdiiiaiul....Dukcde Richelieu recalled. ...Generous Conduct of 
tile Duke de Piandan. > > • Tlie fVknch abandon Hanover. . . . Prince of Brunswick 
reduces Uoya and Mlnden. • . • Prince Ferdinand difeats the French at Creveldt, 

^nd takes Dusseldorp.. .. Prince of Ysembotirg defeated by the Duke deBroglio 
....General Imhoft' defeats M. de Chevert.... General Oberg defeated by the 
French at Landwrrnhagen...tDeatli of the Diikd of Marlborough.... Open* 
tioiM of the King of Prussia at the bcginninfjiur the Campaign.. ..lie enters 
Moravia, and invests Olinuta.«..Me is obliged to raise the Si'ge, and retires 
into BohemUi where he takes Koningsgrate.... Progress of the Russians.. .. 
King (if Prussia defeats the Russians at Zonulorf....and is defeated by the 

Austrians at He retires to Silesia. . > • Su bii rbs of Dresden bn ru 

iiy the Prussian Governor.... The King of Prusiit raises tlie Siege of Nciis, 
and relieves Dresden.. ..InhaliTtants of S. my grievously oppressed.... Pro* 
^ the Swedes in Pomerapia...* Prince Cbarlu of Saxony elected Duka 
of Courland....The King of England’s Memorial to the l)i%of the Empire 
...•Death of Pope Benedict.... 'Fbe King of Portugal assassinated.... Pro. 
miliiigftof the French Ministry... .Conduct of the King of Denmark.... 
Answers to the Charges brought by tlie Dutch against the English Crnisers.. .. 
Conferences between the British Ambassador and the Statergeueral. • . • Further 
Pruceedingi. 


EXPEDITION AGAINST SENEGAL. 

whole strength of Great Britain, during this cam* 
paign, was not exhausted in, petty descents upon the 
toast of France, The continent of America was the great 
*l«eatre on which her chief vigour was disjilayed; nor did 
^>^10 fail to exert herself ia successful efforts against the 
l^rench settlements on the coast of Africa. T^ whole 
gum trade, from Cape ^lanco to the river Gambia, an 
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extent of five hurJred miles, had been engrossed bv t(i" 
French, who built Port Louia. wi1?iun the mouth of tli(! 
Senegal, extending their factories near tlirce hundrej! 
eagucs up that river, and on the^^me coast had fortiiicd 
the island of Goree, in which they maintained a consider- 
able garrison. *i'he gum senega, of which a great ({uan- 
tity is used by tlie manufacturers of England, being whull) 
in the bands of the enemy, the English dealers vvcie 
obliged to buy it at second-hand from the Dutch, who pur 
chased it of the French, and exacted an exorbitant price 
for that commodity. This consideration forwarded the 
plan fur annexing ttfe country to the possession of Great 
Britain. The project was first conceived by Mr. Thomas 
Gumming, a sensible quaker, who, as a private merchant, 
had made a voyage to Portenderrick, an adjoining part 
of the coast, and contracted apt rsonal acquaintance with 
Amir, the moorish king of Legibelli.' He found this 
can prince extremely well disposed towards the subjects of 
Great Britain, whom he publicly preferred to all other 
Europeans, and so exasperated against the French, that 
he declared he should never be easy till they were exter- 
minated from the river Senegal. At that very time he hail 
commenced hostilities against tlsem, and earnestly desired 
that the king of England would send out an armament 
to reduce<Fort Louis and Goree, with some ships of force 
to protect the traders, in that case, be promised to join 
his Britannic majesty’s forces, and grant an exclusive 
trade to his sheets. Mr. Gumming not only perceived 
the alvajjJr^jfSfiibat would result from such an exclusive 
privj^fe*^'with regard to the gum, but foresaw many other 
important consequences of an extensive trade m a country, 
which, over and above the gum senega, contains many 
valuable articles, such as gold dust, elephants* teeth, bides, 
cotton, bees* wax, slaves, ostrich feathers, indigo, amher- 
gris, and civet. Elevated with a prospect of an acipii* 
sition BO valuable to bis country, this honest quaker was 
equally minute and indefatigable in his enquiries touching 
the conferee of the coast, as well as the strength 
situation of the French settJemesits on the river Senegal; 
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M'<1, ai Ills return to Enf'laniJ, !ielHall}ffornHMl tlio plan oj 
ti e xpedition for the «*otu;^est of iW Louis. This was 
to the board of trade, by whom it was approved, 
.'ler a severe examiiiafton ; but it required the patriotic 
- I'iil, and invincible jiei^leverance of Cimirainfi:, to surmount 
H variety of obstacles before it was adopted by the minis* 
try; and even then it was not executed it its full extent, 
lie was abridged of one large sliip, and in lieu of six hun- 
dred land-forces, to be drafted from different reginiciits, 
uliieh he in vain demanded, first from the duke of Cum- 
herliuid, and afterwards from lord Ligoiiicr, the lords of 
liie admiralty allotted two hundred ihariiies only for this 
M‘r\ice. After repeated solicitation, be, in the year one 
tiiousand seven hundred and fifty-seven^ obtained an 
order, that the two annual ships bound to the coast of 
Guiuca should he joined#by a sloop and two busses, and 
make an attempt upon the French settlement in the river 
These ships, however, were detained l>y con- 
I' liry winds until the season was too far advanced to admit 
a jirobability of success, and ther#ore the design was 
puhi poned In the beginning of the present year, Mr. Cum- 
iniiig being reinforced with the interest of a considerable 
me|||aut in the city, to vihom he had &mmunicated the 
plan, renewed his application to the ministiy, and they 
resolved to hazard the enterprise. A small sqdkdroii was 
v<|uipped for this expedition, under the command of captain 
Hlatsh, having on board a body of marines, commanded 
l^y niajor Mason, with a detachment of artillery, ten 
pieces of cannon, eight mortars, and a coiISidjiijablef uan- 
I'l'' of warlike stores and jftnmunition. CaptaWyker 
appointed engineer; and Mr. Cnmming was concenied 
priticipal director and promoter of the expeditionr^ 
little armament sailed in the beginning of March; 

■ "‘I in thiir passage touched at the island of IVneriffc, 
\'l iTc, while the .ships supplied themselves with wine and 
Mr. Cumming proceeded in the Swan sloop to For- 
i' '!(lcrrick, l>cing charged with a letter of credence to his 
friend the king of tliat country, who had ^voured 
I*'*'' in his l;i*;t visit with tin exclusive trade on that coast, 
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hy a fornval charttff, written in the Arabic language. Thjs 
pniicc was now up tne countty, eligaged in a war with 
his neighbours, called the Oiablc Moors and the queen- 
dowager, who ri'niained at Porteudfrrick, gave Mr. Cuni- 
iniAg to understand, that she could not at present spare 
any troops to jofh the English in their expeition against 
Senegal ; but she assured him, that, should the French be 
cxiermiiiated, she and their subjects would go thither and 
settle. In the mean time, one of the chiefs, called prince 
Amir, despatched a messenger to the king, with advice of 
their arrival and design. He declared that he would, with 
all possible diligence, assemble three hundred warriors to 
j<jin the English troops, and that, in his opinion, the king 
would reinforcf' them with a detachment from his army, 
ily this time, captain Marsh, with the rest of the arma- 
ment, had arrived at Portendcrrtfck, and fearing that the 
tMicmy might receive intimation of his design, resolved- to 
proceed on the expedition, without waiting for the promised 
auxiliaries. On the twenty-second day of April he weighed 
anchor, and next day, at fouroVlock, discovered the Prcrich 
flag flying upon Fort Louis, situated in the midst of a 
pretty considerably town, which exhibited a veiy agre^le 
appearance. The commodore haVing made prize of a Iwh 
ship, richly, laden with gum, which lay at anchor without 
the bar, cmne to anchor in Senegal-road at the mouth of 
the river; and here he perceived several armed sloops 
whicli the enemy had detached to defend the passage of 
the bar, which extremely datigcrous. All the boats were 
emploC|e^i#convey 4 Ug the sV>ros into the small craft, 
whihf^ree of the sloops continued exchanging fire over 
a narrow tongue of land with the vessels of the enemy, 
consisting of one brigand six armed sloops, mounted with 
great guns and swivels. At length the channel being dis- 
covered, and the wind, which generally blows down the 
river, chopping about, captain Millar, of the London buss, 
seized that opportunity; and passing the bar with a flow- 
ing sheet, dropped anchor on the inside, where he lay till 
night, eijouscd to the whole Are of the enemy. Next day 
he was joined by the other smaK vessels, and a regular 
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ciipjj^fiiient ensued. This was warmly^naintained on both 
si(ies, until the busseS* and one dojJ^er running aground, 
inihifdiately bulged, aijjl were filled with water. Then 
the troops they contained took to their boats, and with 
some dilliculty reach A the shore; when they formed hi a 
body, and were soon joined by their coni|)anions from the 
other vessels ; 60 that now the whole amounted to three 
htindred and ninety marines, besides the detachment of 
artillery. As they laid their account with being attacked 
by the natives who lined the shore at some distance, seem- 
ingly determined to oppose the descent, they forthwith 
threw up an intrenehment, and bc^n to disembark the 
siurcs, great part of which lay under water. While they 
wore employed in raising this occasional ()ffencc, the ne- 
groes came in great numbers and submitted; and on the 
succeeding day they weri? reinforced by three hundred and 
fifljr seamen, who passed the bar in sloops, with their en- 
signs and colours flying. 

FORT LOUIS AND SENEGAL TAKEN, 

Tur.Y had made no further progress ya their operations, 
when two French deputite arrived at the intrenehment, 
with proposals for a capitulation from the ^>vernor ol 
lort Louis. Alter some hesitition, captain Marsh and 
niujor Mason agreed, that all the white people belonging 
to the French company at Senegal should be safely con- 
ducted to France in an English vessel, wjjhout being de- 
['fived of their private effects, provided all tht^llsi^jfcndise 
inid uncoined treasure should be delivered up to the ; 

ai'.d that all the forts, store-houses, vessels, arms, pro- 
'wons,and every article belonging to the company in that 
tiver, should be put into the hands of the English imme- 
diately after the capitulation could be signed, They 
promised that the free natives living at Fort Louis should 
remain iu quiet possession of their effects, and in the free 
‘■‘Jtercise of their religion ; dnd that all negroes, mulattoes, 
<ti‘d others, who could prove themselves free, sboisld bavs 
’t it» their option either to remain in the place, or remove 
VOL.V. S 
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to any otLer part oft the country."* The captains Camp 
liell and Walker u'cre ^niiicdiatyjy s«nt up the river 
a flaj' of tracts, to see the articles signed and executed; 
out they were so retarded by the i^lpidity of the stream, 
lhat^.hey did not a)»proach the fort i'dlthree in the morn- 
ing. As soon as tUc day broke they hoisted their flag, am’, 
rowed up towards a battery on a pi'int of the island, wiiorc 
they lay upon their oars vci^ near a full hour, healing the 
cliamade ; hut no notice was taken of their approach. Thi» 
reserve appearing mysterious, they retired down the river 
to their iiitrcnchmeiit, where (hey understood that the 
negroes on the island ^cre in arms, and had blocked up 
the French in Fort Louis, resolving to defend the place to 
the last extrcnij,ty, unless they should he included in the 
capitulation. This intelligence was communicated in a 
second letter from the governor^who likewise informed 
the English commander, that unless the French director-’ 
general should be permitted to remain with the natives, 
as n surety for that article of the capitulation in which 
they were concerned, Ihey would allow theiubelves to he 
cut in pieces rather than submit This request being 
granted, the English forces began their march to Fort 
Louis, accompanied by a numbec of lung boats, in which 
the artillery and storea had been embarked. The French 
seeing tbeiil advance, immediately struck tbeir flag ; aiul 
major Mason took possession of the castle, where he found 
ninety-two pieces of cannon, with treasure and mercbaudiFC 
to a considerable value. The corporation and burghers of 
the o^ifcjfl^gal submitted, and swore allegiance to 
bis Bji^lfflfnic majesty : the neighbouring princes, attended 
by nmnerous retinues, visited the commander, and con- 
eluded treaties with the English nation, and the king of 
1‘ortenderrick, or Legibclli, scut an ambassador from lu^ 
camp to major Mason, with presents, wimpliments of cun- 
gratulatton, and assurances of friendship. The number of 
free independent negroes and mulattoes, settled at Senegal 
amounted (o three thousand; and many of these enjoyed 
slaves and possessions of their own. The two French fac- 
tories of Podore and Galam, the latter situated nine huo- 
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ilrt'il ulilo.s farllirr up the river, wcrc^icliulLcl iu I he capi- 
tulation ; so that Gloat JJritain, almost without strikinp a 
blow, found herself possessed of a conquest, from which, 
with proper managerifent, she may derive inconceivalile 
riches. This imporlant acquisition was in a great jnea- 
sure, if not entirely, owing to the sagacky, zeal, and iude- 
f.iligahle efforts of Mr. Cuniniing, who not only formed tlie 
plan, and .solicited the armament, but also attended the 
execution of it in person, at the hazard of his life, and to 
the interruption of his private coticerns. 

Fort Louis being secured with an English garrison, and 
some armed vessels left to guard thi' passage of the bar, 
at the mouth of the river, the great .ships proceeded to make 
au attempt upon the island of Goree, wdiich lies at the 
distance of thirty leagues from Senegal. There the French 
company had considera'»le magazines and warehouses, and 
ltjjlf{cd the negro slaves until they could be shipped for 
<he West Indies. If the additional force which Mr. Cura- 
ining proposed for tlie conquest of this islaijd had been 
added to the armament, in all pVobtbilily the island would 
have l)een reduced, and iu that case, the nation would 
liave .saved the considerable expense of a subsequent ex-'' 
[H'dition against it, under the conduct of commodore 
Keppcl. At present, the ships by which Goree was attacked 
were found unequal to the attempt, and tlH expedition 
miscarried accordingly, though the miscarriage was at- 
tended with little or no damage to the assailants. 

EXPEDITION TO CAPE-Blft’3H;S. 

{Scenes of still greater importance were acted in worth 
America, where, exclusive of the fleet and marines, the 
government had assembled about fifty thousand men, in- 
cluding two and twenty thousand regular troojys. The earl 
of Loudoun having returned to England, the chief com- 
mand in America devolved on major-general Abercrombie ; 
hut as the objects of operation were various, the forces 
divided into three detached bodies, under as many 
iiffercut commandei’s. • About twelve thousanu were des. 
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lined to undertake^ he siege of Louisbonrg, on the istanr] 
of Cape-Breton. The ieiieral hijnseV? reserved near sixteen 
thousand fur the reduction of Crown-Pointy a fort situated 
on Lake Champlain : eight thousl^id, under the conduct 
of teadier-general Forbes, were allotted for the conquest 
of I^rt du Quesne, which stood a great way to the soutli- 
wardyUear the river Ohio; and a considerable garrison 
was left at Annapolis, in Nova-Scotia. The reduction of 
Louisbourg and the island of Cape-Breton being an object 
of immediate consideration, was undertaken with all pos- 
sible despatch. Major-general Amherst being joined by 
admiral Boscawen, wish the fleet anil forces from England, 
theVhole armament, consisting of one hundred and fifty- 
seven sail, took their departure from the harbour of Hali- 
fax, in Nova-Scotia, on the twenty-eighth of May ; and on 
the second of June part of the%transports anchored in 
the bay of Gabarus, about seven miles to the westward ^of 
Louislmurg. The garrison of this place, commanded by 
the chevaliqr Drucour, consisted of two thousand five hun- 
dred regular troops, tlifee hundred militia, formed of the 
burghers, and towards the end of the siege they were re- 
inforced by three hundred and fifty Canadians, including 
threescore Indians.* The harbour was secured by six ships 
of the line, and five frigates,^ three of which the enemy 
sunk acrossfthe harbour’s mouth, in order to render it iii* 
accessible to the English shipping. The fortifications were 
in bad repair, many parts of them crumbling down the 
covered way, and several bastions exposed in such a manner 
as to ly) by the besiegers, and no part of the 

town ufHlTefrom the effects oV cannonading and bom- 
bardi^nt. The governor bad taken all the precautions 
in his power to prevent a landing, by establishing a chain 
of posts, that extended two leagues and a half along the 
most inaccessible part of the beach : intrenchmeuts were 
thrown up, and batteries erected ; but there were some 
intermediate places, which could not 1)0 properly secured, 
and in one of these the English troops were disembarked. 
The disposition being made for landing, a detachmenl, in 
several sloops under convoy, passed by the mouth of 
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harbour towards Lorfiiubec, in ord|!r5o draw ihc cniMiivV. 
attention that way, white the landing? .should really 1 e 
t Heeled on the other of the town. On the eijfhth day 
of June, the troops hein^ assembled in the boats hefor<» 
day-break, in three ^Uvisions, several shjojjs and frigates, 
that were stationed along shore in the bay of GabaruF, 
began to scour the beach with their shot ; and after the 
fire had continue .1 about a quarter of an hour, the boats, 
foiiUiniiig the division on the left, were rowed toward the 
shore, under the command of brigadier- general Wolfe, 
an accomplished olTieer, who, in the Sequel, displayed very 
extraordinary proofs of military genius. At the same 
time the two other divisions, on the right and in the 
centre, commanded by the brigadiers Whitmore and Lau- 
rence, made a show of landing, in order to divide and 
distract the enemy. Notwithstanding an impetuous surf, 
by* which many boats were overset, and a very severe fire 
of cannon and musketry from the enemy’s batteries, whicdi 
did considerable execution, brigadier Wolfe pursued bis 
point with admirable courage and deliberation. The sol- 
diers leaped into the water with the most eager alacrity, 
and, gaining the shore, attacked the enemy iu such a man- 
ner, that in a few minutes they abandoned their works 
and artillery, and fied in the utmost conf^ion. The 
other divisions landed also, but not without an obstinate 
‘Tpositiou ; and the stores, with the artillery, being brought 
on shore, the town of Louisbourg was formally invested. 
The difficulty of landing stores and iropltunents in boister- 
ous weather, and the nature of the groundJV v'^bcing 
niarshy, was unfit for the conveyance of heavy cannon, 
i'ctnrded the operations of the siege. Mr. Amherst made 
'us approaches with great circumspection, securing his 
^amp with redoubts and epaulements from any attacks 
of Canadians, of which he imagined there was a con- 
si«leTable body behind him on the island, as well as from 
tile fire of the French shijpping in the harbour, which 
otherwise have annoyed him extremely in his ad- 
vances. 
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The governor of Louisbourg ha^ng destroyed the grand 
battery, which was detached frona the body of the place, 
andivecalled his out- posts, prepared Ibr making a vigorous 
defence. A very ^vere fire, well directed, was maintained 
against the besiegers and their works, from the town, the 
island battery, and the ships in the harbour; and divert 
sallies were made, though without much effect. In tlic 
mean time brigadier Wolfe, with a strong detacbineni, 
bad marched round the north-east part of the harbotii, 
and taken possession*uf the lighthouse-point, where he 
erected several batteries against the ships and the island 
fortification, wh'oh last was soon silenced. On the nine- 
teenth day of June the Echo, a French frigate, was taken 
by the English cruisers, after bavitig escaped from the har- 
bour ; from the officers on board of this ship the adminul 
learned that the Bizarre, another frigate, had sailed from 
thence on the day of t|j^e disembarkation, and the Comete 
had successfully followed her example. Resides the regu* 
jar approaches to the town, conducted by the engineers 
under the immediate command and inspection of general 
Amherst, divers batteries were ‘raised by the detached 
corps undei^ brigadier Wolfe, who exerted himself wilh 
amazing activity, and grievously incommoded the enem>, 
both of the town and shipping. On the twenty-first day 
of July the threegreat ships, the Entreprenant, Capricieux, 
and Celebre, wer^ set on fire by a bomb-shell, and burned 
to ashA|j^hat none remaiAcd but the Prudent and 
Bieu^f<iant, which the admiral undertook to destroy. For 
this purpose, in the night between the twenty-fifth ami 
twenty-sixth days of the month, the boats of the squadron 
were in two divisions detached into the harbour, under 
the command of two young captains, Laforey and BaIfoui‘< 
They accordingly penetrated, in the dark, through a terri- 
ble fire of cannon and musketry, and boarded the enemy 
sword i# hand. The Prudent, being aground, was set on 
fire, and t^estroyed, but the Bienfaisant was towed out o 
the harbour in triumph. In the i rosecutlon of the siege, 
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the admiral and general co-operated with remarkable har- 
mony ; the former ujee^fully assisting the latter with 
cannon and other implements; with detachments of ma- 
rines to maintain posts on shore, with parties of seamen 
to act as pioneers, alid concur in working the gunaaiid 
mortars. The fire of the town was mftiagod with equal 
skill and activity, and kept up with great perseverance; 
until, at length, their shipping being all taken and de- 
stroyed, the caserns*' ruined in the two principal bastions, 
forty out of fifty-two pieces of cannon dismounted, broke, 
or rendered uiis(i'vict‘ablc,and divers practicable breardies 
effected, the governor, in a letter to Mr. Amherst, proposed 
a capitulation on the same articles that were granted to 
the English at Port-Mahon. In answer ^ this proposal 
he was given to understand, that be and his garrison must 
surrender themselves prifoners of war, otherwise he might 
nejtt morning expect a general assault by the shipping 
under admiral Boscawen. The chevj^lier Drucour, piqued 
Jit the severity of these terras; relied, that he would, 
ratlier than comply with them, stand an assault; but the 
com missaiy. general, and intendant of the colony, pre-' 
seated a petition from the traders aud^inhahitants of the 
place, in consequence which he submitted. On the 
twenty-seventhdayof July three companies o^j^renadiers, 
commanded by major Farquhar, took possession of the 
western gate ; and lirigadier Whitmore was detached into 
the town, to see the garrison lay down their arms, and 
dtliver up their colours on the e8planade| and to post the 
necessary guards on the st^ores, magazines, M raftparts. 
1 hus, at the expense of about four hundred weir’^illed 
Jitid wounded, the English obtained possession of the im- 
portant island of Cape-Breton, and the strong town of 
Louisbourg, in which the victors found two hundred and 
twenty-one pieces of cannon, with eighteen mortars, and 
a considerable quantity of stores and ammunition. The 
ttierchants and inhabitants were sent to France in English 
Ijottoms ; but the garrison* together with the sea-officers, 
ttiarines, and mariners, amounting in all to fivpAhousand 
hundred and thirty-¥vcn prisoners, were transported 
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to Englaiul, Tlic L{)uisboiir{jj was the more severtlt 
felt by the French king, as il hati been attendeil wiii; 
the destruction of so many considerable shills and frig;ati'i. 
'I'he particulars of this transaction were iinmediat* !v 
bnAight to England, in a vessel dc^atched for that pii: 
pose, with capta^in Amherst, brother to the cominuridi ., 
who was also intrusted with eleven pair of colours taken ,ii 
Louisbourg ; these were, by his majesty’s orrler, carried ii> 
pompous parade, escorted by detachments of horse aiul 
foot guards, with kettle-drums and trumpets, from tlit* 
palace of Kensington to St. Paul’s cathedral, where they 
were deposited as tt{)phies, under a discharge of cannon, 
and other noisy expressions of triumph and exultation. 
Indeed, tlie puhlic rejoicings fur the conquest of Loiti^* 
bourg were diffused through every part of the British do- 
minions, and addresses of congratulation were presented 
to the king, by a great number of flourishing towns aitd 
corporations. 

After the reduotiop of Cape-Breton, some ships were 
detached, with a body of troops under the command of lieii- 
f tenant-colonel lord Rullo,to take possession of the island 
of St. John, wbiel) also lies in the Gulf of St. Laurence, 
and, by its fertility in corn aud'tattle, had, since the be- 
ginning of^*be war, supplied Quebec with considerable 
quantities of provision. It was likewise the asylum to which 
the French neutrals of Annapolis fled for shelter from the 
English guvenimeut ; and the retreat from whence they 
and the Jndiai^ used to make their sudden irruptions 
into !fc;^^^^otia, where they perpetrated the njost in- 
humrmbarbarities on the defenceless subjects of Great 
Britain. The number of inhabitants amounted to fonr 
thousand one hundred, who submitted and brought in 
their arms ; then lord Rollo took possession of the gover- 
nor’s quarters, where he found several scalps of English- 
men, whom the savages had assassinated, in consequence 
t)f the encouragement they received from their French 
patrons and allies, who gratified them with a certain pre- 
mium frf» every scalp they produced. The island 
stockcdViih above ten tliousanutcad of black cattle, ami 
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some of the farmers raised each twej^e hundred bushels 
of cont aimually fur tjie lus^rket ol^ucbec. 

ATTEMPT i 9P()N TltONDEROGA. 

The joy and satisfaction arising; from the conquest of 
Louisbourg and St, John, was not a little checked by the 
disaster which befel the main body of the British forces 
in America, under the immediate conduct of general Aber- 
crombie, who, as we have already observed, had proposed 
the reduction of the French forts on the Lakes George and 
Champlain, as the chief objects of his enterprise, with a 
view to secure the frontier of the British colonies, and oi)eii 
a passage for the future conquest of Cant^^a. In the be- 
ginning of July his forces, amounting to near seven thou- 
sand regular troops, anil ten thousand provincials, em- 
barked on the Lake George, in the neighbourhood oi 
Lake Champlajn, on board of nine hundred bateaux, 
and one hundred and thirty.fiv4? whale-boats, with pro- 
vision, artillery, and ammunition*; sf veral pieces of cannon 
being mounted on rafts to cover the purposed landing, 
wliieh was next day eflFected without opposition. The 
general’s design was to iiyrest Ticonde]!!)ga; a fort situated 
on a tongue of land, extending between Lak^ George and 
a narrow gut that communicates with Lake ihankplain. 
IVis fortification was, on three sides, surrounded with 
water, and in front nature had secured it with a morass, 
The English troops being disembarked, were immediately 
formed into three columns, and began th^ir ;t|i^rcl#o the 
enemy’s advanced post, dbnsisting of one battabo^^ en- 
<^amped behind a breast-work of logs, which they now 
abandoned with precipitation, after having set them on 
and burned their teifts and implements. 'I'he British 
lorces continued their niar<?h in the same order; but the 
route lying through a thick, wood that did not admit of 
aoy regular progression or passage, and the guides proving 
®3itremely ignorant, the troops* were bewildered, aud the 
columns broken by falling in one upon another. Lord 
Howe being advtMiced y the head of the right cenliu 
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coluniii, f'lif’onMtff' il a French detachment who hiul liki- 
\iise lost their \v:iy the relre^at ftjm the advanced post, 
and a warm skirmish ensuing, the enemy were routwl 
with ponsiderable loss, a good Ihimber were killed, and 
onf hundred and forty-eight weis taken prisoners, in- 
cluding five officers. This petty advantage was deurU 
bought with the loss of lord flowc, who fell in the be- 
ginning of the action, unspeakably regretted as a yonni: 
nobleman of the most promising talents, who had distin- 
guished himself in a peculiar manner by his courage, nr- 
tivity, and rigid ol)servation of military discipline, and had 
acquired the esteeii and affection of the soldiery hy his 
genen)8ily, sweetness of manners, and engaging adilrcs^ 
The general, perceiving the troops were greatly fatigued 
and disordered from want of n?st and refreshment, tliooght 
it adviseable to march back ta the landitig-place, wliidi 
they reached about eight in the morning. Then he detached 
lieutenant-colonel Bradstreet, with one regular regimeiih 
six companies of the Royal Americans, with the bateau- 
men, auu a body of dangers, to take possession of a saw- 
mill in the neighbourhood of Ticondcroga which (hr 
enemy had aliandoned. This post 1)eing secured, the gene- 
ral advanced agaifi towanls Ticenderoga, where, he iiiidci’ 
stood from the prisoners, the enemy had assembled eight 
battalion!^ with a body of Canadians and Indians, amount- 
ing in all to six thousand. These, they said, being en- 
camped before the fort, were employed in making a lor- 
iiiidable intrenchment, where they intended to wait fur 
a rej|ibrweifi of three thousand men, who had > been 
detaplftcf^der the command of M. de Levi, to make a 
divwsiou on the side of the Mohawk river but, upuu 
intelligence of Mr. Abercrombie’s approach, were now I’U- 
called for the defence of Ticondcroga, This informiitiuu 
detei'mined the English general to strike, if possible, sonic 
decisive stroke before the junction could be effected. 
therefore, early next morning sent his engineer across the 
river on the opposite side of <he fort, to reconnoitre 11“* 
enemy’s intrenchments ; and he rc|.)orteH that the work!* 
being sfiil unfinished, might' attcm})ted with 
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j.wwj'Pft (»f slu'wss. A disposition made accordingly 
!,tr I he attack, and, after jirouer guards had been left al 

• lie saw-mill and the landing-place, the whole army was 
,i*i{ III motion. They advanced with great alacrity towards 
i!u‘ intrenehment, wlilch, however, liiey found altogether 
itii|MMct!hh\ The breast-work was raiset^eiglit feet high, 
uoil srround l)efore it covered with an abhatis, oi 
i.lled tree-, with their boughs pointing outwards, ano 
;.i’ojecting in such a manner as to reiuiep the intreuch- 
uu'iit iiluuht inaccessible. Notwithstanding these dis- 

• ouMging difliculties, the Ihitish troops marched n{> to 
:iic assault with an undaunted resolufion, and sustained a 
isTrilile tire without flincliing. They endeavoured to cut 
liicir way through these embarrassments wiyi their swords, 
ami vsoine of them even inuauted the parapet; but the 
:iii my were so well covered, that they could deliberately 
eiie^'t their fire without the least danger to themselves: 
till' carnage was therefore considerable, and the troops 
I'vg.in to fall into confusion, after several repeated attacks, 
"Inch lasted above four hours, under the most disadvan* 
tageous circumstances. The general, by this time, saw 
i'lainly that no hofie of success remainetj^; and, in order to 
}'i>vent a total defeat, took measures for the retreat of the 
army, which retired unmolested to their former, ^amp, with 
<he loss of about eighteen hundred men killed or wounded, 
aivludiug a great number of officers. Every corps of regu- 
lar troops Ijehavcd, on this unfortunate occcasiou, with re- 
markable intrepidity ; but the greatest loss was sustained by 
*“rd John Murray’s Highland regiment, of whiJ^bofit one 
l>^»ll’uf the private men, andiwenty-five officers, were either 
'^laiu upon the spot, or desperately wounded. Mr. Aber- 

unwiliiog to .stay in the ncighljourhood of the 
uiomy with forces which bad received such a dispiriting 
tl.cck, retired to his bateaux, and re-embarking the troops, 
•'<^tnriied to the camp at Lake George, from whence he had 
^^ken his departure, Censure, which always attends mis- 
j 'lrriage, did not spare the fcharacter of this commander ; 
1^‘satlnok was condemned as rash, and his retreads pu.sil 
''^'umons. In such case l(i)W4nces must be inaue for the 
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peevishness of disaj pj)intment, and' the clamour of con- 
nexion. How far Mr. Abercropihiff acquitted himself in 
the duty of a general, we shall not pretend to determine ; 
but if he could depend upon the courage and discipline of 
his (forces, he surely had nothing to<%iar, after the action, 
from the attempt of the enemy, to whom he would have 
been superior in number, even though they had been 
joined by the expected reinforcement: he might, therefore, 
have remained on the s|K)t, in order to execute some other 
enterprise when he should be reinforced in his turn ; for 
general Amherst no sooner heard of his disaster than he 
returned with the trtops from Cape Breton to New Eng- 
land, after having left a strong garrison in Louisbourg. 
At the head of |ix regiments be began his march to Albany, 
about the middle of September, in order to join the forces 
on the Jake, that.they might undertake some other service 
before the season should ne exhausted. 

FORT FROIjarENAC TAKEN AND DESTROVED 
BY THE ENGLISH. 

In the mean time, general Abercrombie bad detached 
licutenaut-colon0l*Bradstreet, wth a body of three thou- 
sand men, .'*hiedy provincials, to execute a plan which 
this officer^ad formed against Cadaraqui, or Fort Fron- 
tenac, situated, on the north side of the river St. Laurence, 
pist where it takes its origin from the Lake Ontario. To 
the side of this iKke be penetrated with his detachment, 
and e^iba^g ^n some sloops and bateaux, provided for 
the ourpose, landed within a idiie of Fort Frontenac, the 
garrison of which, consisting of one hundred and ten men, 
with a few Indians, immediately surrendered at discretion. 
Considering the importance of this post, which, in a great 
measure, commanded the mouth of the river St, Laurence, 
and served as a magazine to the more southern castles, the 
French general was inexcusable for leaving it in such a 
defenceless condition. The fortification itself was incon- 
siderably and ill contrived j nevertheless, it contained 
«xty pieces of cannon, sixteed^mall mortars, with an 
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itiusuinse ({uantity of mercliantlise and jjjovisions, deposited 
foi ilie use of the Frcn^i forces detacfied a^inst brigadier 
Tojliis, I heir western garrisons, and Indian allieSi as well 
as for the subsistence of^the cor|)S eoinmaiided by M. de 
Levi, on Ills enterprise ^aiusttUe Mohawk river. Mr Brad- 
stivet not only reduced the fort withouj^ bloodshed, but 
also made himself master of all the enemy's shipping on 
the lake, amounting to nine armed vessels, some of which 
I arried eighteen guns. Two of these Mr. Bradstreet con- 
vt')('d to Oswego, whither he returned with his troops, 
a<'t)T he bad destro)ed Fort Fnmtenac, with all the ar- 
tilkiy, stores, provision, and merchs^idise which it con- 
tained. In consequence of this exploit, the French troops 
to the southward were exposed to the hazard of starving; 
but it is not easy to conceive the general s rlkson for giving 
orders to abandon and destroy a fort, which, if properly 
strengthened and sustained, might have rendered the 
English masters of the Lake Ontario, and grievously 
harassed the enemy, both in their commerce, and expe- 
ditions to the westward. Indeedi gif at part of the Indian 
trade centered at Froutcnac, to which place the Indians 
atinually repaired from all parts of America, some of them 
nt the distance of a thousand miles, aiSVhhere exchanged 
tliiir furs for European commodities. So much did the 
I'rcuch traders excel the English in the art of t^nciliating 
the affection of those savage tribes, that ipreat part of 
tlietn, in their yearly progress to this remote market, 
actually passed by the British settlement of Albany, in 
York, where they might have been siijpliet^^with 
'vluit articles they wanted; much more cheap than they 
<’««ld purchase them at Froutenacor Montreal; nay,*the 
Erciich traders used to furnish themselves with those 
'[vry commodities from the merchants of New York, and 
h>ond this traffic much more profitable than that of pro- 
curitig the same articles from France, loaded with the 
nse of a tedious and dangerous navigation) from the 
“*‘‘1 to the source of the rivpr St. Laurence. 
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BRIGADIER FORli^tS TAKES FORT DU QUESNr., 

In all probability, thedestruetioii of Fruiiteiiac facilitated 
the expedition against Fort du yutAne, intrusted tothecon- 
duejj of brigadier Forbes, who, witb^is little army, began 
his march in the loginning of July from Philadelphia for the 
river Ohio, a prodigious tract of country very little known, 
destitute of military roads, incumbered with mountains, 
morasses, and woods, that were almost impenetrable. Itvva^ 
not without incredible exertion of industry, that he pro- 
cured provisions and carriages for this expedition, formed 
new roads, extended scouting parties, secured camps, and 
surmounted many other difficulties in the course of his 
tedious march, during which he was also harassed by small 
detachments of the enemy’s Indians. Having peuetratcii 
with the main body as far asRay’s,|Town, at the distance of 
ninety miles from Fort du Quesne, and advanced colonel 
Bouquet, with two thousand men, about fifty miles farther, 
to a place called Lyal-Henning,thi6 officer detached major 
Grant, at the head oP eight hundred men, to reconnoitre 
.the fort and its out- works. The enemy perceiving him ap* 
' proach ; sent a body of troops against him, sufficient to sur- 
round his whole Machment : a ^ery severe action began, 
which the English maintained with their usual courage for 
three hours( against cruel odds; but at length, being over- 
powered by numbers, they were obliged to give way, and 
retired in disorder to Lyal-Henning, with the loss of 
about three hundred men killed or taken, including major 
Grant^whojgas«oarried. prisoner to Fort du Quesiie, and 
nineteen offers. Notwithstanding this mortifying check, 
hrigddier Forbes advanced with the army, resolved to pm- 
secute his operations with vigour; but the enemy, dread- 
ing the prosjieet of a siege, dismantled and abandoned the 
fort, and retired down the river Ohio, to their settlements 
on the Mississippi. They quitted the fort on the twenty- 
fourth day of November, and next day it was possessed 
by the British forces. As for the Indians of this country, 
they seemed heartily to renounce their connexions with 
France, dwd be perfectly reconoijfid to the government oi 
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I11.S Hiitaiiilic majesty. Brig^atlier IJj^ bes having repaired 
the fort, changed itsaiarae from D{ Quesne to Pittsburgh, 
sc'curod it with a garrison of provincials, and concluded 
treaties of friendship stilid alliance with the Indian tribes, 
'I'bcn he inarched bq^k to Philadelphia, and in his retreat 
l)iiilt a block-house, near Lyal-liennii^, for the defence 
of Pennsylvania ; but he himself did not long survive those 
transactions, his constitution having l)cen exhausted by the 
incredible fatigues of the service.— Thus have we given 
a particular detail of all the remarkable o[)erations by 
which this campaign was distinguished on the continent 
of America; the reader will be convinced, that notwith- 
standing the defeat of Ticonderoga, and the disaster of the 
advanced party in the neighbourhood of Fort du Quesne, 
the arms of Great Britain acquired many important ad- 
vantages; and, indeed, paved the way for the reduction of 
Quebec, and the conquest of all Canada. In the mean 
time, the admirals Boscawen and Hardy, having left a 
considerable squadron at Halifax, in Nova-Scotia, returned 
witli four ships of the line to FaigWod, where they arrived 
in the beginning of November, after having given chase 
to six large French ships, which they descried to tli^ 
westward of Scilly, but pould not overtake or bring to an 
engagement. 

The conquest of the French settlement in the river 
•Senegal being deemed imperfect and incomplete, whilst 
Prauce still kept possession of the island of Goree, the 
Biinistry of Great Britain resolved to crown the campaign 
in Africa with the reduction of that ftrtrijjs. IJir this 
purpose commodore Keppel, brother to the earl of Albe- 
marle, was vested with the command of a squsdroif, con- 
i»‘ 5 »ting of four ships of the line, several frigates, two bomb- 
dutches, and some transports, having on board seven 
hundred men of the regular troops, commanded by colonel 
^upge, and embarked in the harbour of Cork in Ireland, 
from whence this whole armament took their departure on 
ihe eleventh day of November, After a tempestuous pas- 
sage, iu which they touched at the isle of Teneriffe, they 
nrived at Goree in tht^ letter end of DecetnUA, and the 
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commodore made fi^isposition for .attacking this island, 
which was remarkable strong J)y mature, hut very indif- 
ferently fortified. Goree is a small barren island, extend- 
ing about three quarters of a mile in length, of a triangular 
forip ; and on the south-west side rUing into a rocky lull, 
on which the pftltry fort of Saint Michael is situated. 
There is another, still more inconsiderable, called St. IVaii- 
cis, towanls the other extremity of the island ; and several 
batteries were raised around its sweep, mounted with 
about one hundred pieces of cannon, and four mortars. 
The French governor, M. de Saint Jean, had great plenty 
of ammunition, and kis garrison amounted to about three 
hundred men, exclusive of as many negro inhabitants. The 
flat-bottomed boats, for disembarking the troojis, lieing 
hoisted out, and disposed along-side of the diflerent trans- 
ports, the commodore stationed his ships on the west side 
of the island, and the engagement began with a shell from 
one of the ketches. This was a signal for the great ships, 
which poured in their broadsides without intermission, 
and the fire was returned with equal vivacity from all 
^e batteries of the island. In the course of the action 
the cannonading from the ships became so severe and 
terrible that the FVench garriso® deserted their quarters, 
in spite of the efforts of the governor, who acquitted 
himself like a man of honour ; but be was obliged to strike 
bis colours, and surrender at discretion, after a short but 
warm dispute, in which the loss of the British commodore 
did not exceed one hundred men killed and wounded. The 
succe&i of ^e fiay was the more extraordinary, as the 
French garrison had not lost ^ man, except one negro 
killeh by the bursting of a bomb-shell, and the number of 
their wounded was very inconsiderable. While the attack 
lasted, the opposite shore of the continent was lined with 
a concourse of negi'oes, assembled to view the combat, 
who expressed their sentiments and surprise in loud cla- 
mour and uncouth gesticulations, and seemed to dc itU' 
pressed with awe and astonishment at the power and exc* 
cutbn of the British squadron. The French colours bciUn 
struck, aS^'a signal of submi$sidi;|j^ the commodore sent 
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of niarim's ou slu)r<s iliRarniod (lie "jar- 
rison, aijcl hoisted tjje British llaj ui»on (he castle of 
S(. Michael, In the mein time, the govenior and the 
rest of the prisoners \(,ere secured amon;!; the shijipiufj. 
TIhi? the important island of Goree fell into the hands of 
t he English, together with two trading vessels that chanced 
lo he at anchor in the roiul, and stores, money, and mer- 
ch.uiilisf^, to (ho value of twenty thousand pounds. Part 
of the troops being left in garrison at Goree, under the 
command of major Newton, together with three sloops for 
Ins servile, the stjuadron being watered and refreshed 
h’onj the continent, that part of whigh is governed by one 
( \ the thiiof kings, and the prisoners, with their baggage, 
heieg dismissed in three cartel ships to Franco, the com* 
modore set sail for Senegal, and reinfoitcd Fort Louis 
'^iih tlm nsf of the troops, under colonel Worge, who 
'viis at (his juncture favoured with a visit by the king of 
fjcgdM'lli ; but *'ery little pains were taken to dismiss this 
|H»tcnt,ite in good humour, or maintain the disposition he 
jirofcssed to favour the eommercc o^lGreat Britain, True 
>1 is he was desirous of engaging the English in his qnar- 
uls with some neighbouring nations; and such engage 
m(‘«(s were cautiously and politically Avoided, because it 
"(h the interest of GreaJ Britain to be upon good terms 
with every African prince who could promotftud extend 
file commerce of her subjects, 

SHIPWRECK OF CAPTAIN BARTON. 

CoMMODORB KEPrEL having teduced iioree, anu rein* 
•'' 1 ‘eed the garrison of Senegal, returned to England, w^iei’t 
'*11 his ships arrived, after a very tempestuous voyage, in 
''‘liicli the sejuadron had been dispersed. This expedition, 
however successful in the main, was attended with ont 
“iisfortnne, the loss of the Lichfield ship of war, com 
^naiidetl by captain Barton, which, together with one 
If ansport and a bomh.tend§r, was wrecked on the coast of 
Ikii'hary, about nine leagues to the northward of Saffy, in 
dominions of Morocfj^t^ One hundred and Ihfttv men, 
.T2 
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including several cfBcers, perished on this occasion ; biU 
the captain and tneVest of the cejmpany, tf‘ tlje number 
of two hundred and twenty, niAde shift to reach the shore, 
where they ran the risk of starving, and were cruelly used 
by the natives, although a treaty |{f peace at that time 
suffsisted between Great Britain and Morocco ; nay, they 
were even enslaved by the emperor, who detained them 
in captivity until they were ransomed by the British go- 
vernment; so little dependence can be placed on the faith 
of such barbarian princes, with whom it is even a disgrace 
for any civilized nation to be in alliance, whatever com- 
mercial advantages pmy arise from the connexion. 

GALLANT EXPLOIF OF CAPTAIN TYRREL. 

i 

The incidents of the war to happened in the Wc'^f 
Indies, during these occurrences, may be reduced to a sniitll 
compass. Nothing extraordinary was achieved in tlic 
neighbourhood of Jamaica, where admiral Coates com* 
inanded a small squadl'on, from which he detached cruisers 
-occasionally for the protection of tlie Briti.sh commerce; 
f^and at Antigua the trade was effectually secured by the 
viligance of captain Tyrrel, wljosc courage and acti\ity 
were equal to his conduct and circumspection. In the 
month of lifarch, this gentleman, with bis own ship the 
Buckingham, and the Cambridge, another of the line, 
demolished a fort on the island of Martinique ; and de- 
stroyed four privateers riding under its protection ; but his 
valou|j^appejped*mucb more conspicuous in a subsequent 
engagement, which happefied ift the month of November. 
Beiri^ detached on a cruise in his own ship, the Bucking* 
ham, by commodore Moore, who commanded at the Lee- 
ward Islands, he fell in with tlie Weazle sloop, commanded 
oy captain Boles, between the islands of Montserrat and 
Guadaloupe, and immediately discovered a fleet of nineteen 
sail, under convoy of a French ship of war carrying se- 
venty-four cannon, and two large frigates. Captain Tyrrel 
immediately gave chase with all the sail he could carry; 
and the tt^azle running close ^ the enemy, received a 
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\\!iole broadside from the large shlp,jhich, however, she 
sustained without mu«‘h damage; nevertheless, Mr. Tyrrel 
ordered her commander t^ keep aloof, as lie could nut be 
supposed able to bear the shock of large metal, and lit 
himself prepared for ^le engagement. The enemy’s large 
ship, the Florissant, though of much g/eater force than 
the Ruckingbam, instead of ]ying*to for his coming np, 
made a running fight with her stern-chase, while the two 
frigates annoyed him in hi.s course, sometimes raking him 
fore and aft, and sometimes lying on his quarter. At 
length he came along-side of the Florissant, within pistol 
shot, and poured in a whole broadsiefef, which did consider- 
able execution. The salutation was returned with equal 
vivacity, and a furious engagement ensued. Captain Tyrrel 
was wounded in the face, and lost thre^ fingers of his 
right hand ; so that, licir^ entirely disabled, be was obliged 
to delegate the command of the ship to his first lieutenant, 
Mr. Marshal, who continued the battle with great gal- 
lant ly until he lost his life : then the charge devolved to the 
second lieutenant, who acquitted Mmself with equal ho- 
nour, and sustained a desperate fight against three ships, 
of the enemy. The officers and crew of the Ruckingbam 
exerted themselves with^equal vigoui* and deliberation, 
and captain Trdy, who commanded a detachment of ma- 
rines on the poop, plied his small arms .so effectually, as 
to drive the French from their quarters. At length, con- 
fusion, terror, and uproar, prevailing on hoard the Floris- 
sant, her firing ceased, and her colours were hauled down 
about twilight; but her commander perceiving tl^t the 
Ruckingbam was too TO»ch damaged in her rigging to 
pursue in any hope of success, ordered all his sails !o be 
and fled in the dark with his two consorts. Nothing 
^ut this circumstance could have prevented a British ship 
uf sixty. five guns, indifferently manned in respect to num- 
from taking a French ship of the line, mounted with 
seventy-four pieces of cannon, provided with seven hundred 
nien, and assisted by two l;^e frigates, one of thirty-eight 
puns, and the other wanting two of thi.s number. The 
loss of the Buckinghaip • in ibis action, did *ftt exceed 
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twcnly uicii kilicii and wounded j whereas the nuinhii ' 
the slain on board lii^ Florissant dij not fall slujrt of Diir 
huiidred and eighty, and that o\ her wounded is said !<> 
have exceeded three hundred. Site was so disabled in lui 
hull, that she could hardly l)C kept a|loat until she renela^d 
Martini({ue, whe||^‘ she was repaired; and the largest hi 
gate, together with the loss of forty men, a-ccived sin It 
dainagc as to be for some time quite unserviceable. 

TRANSACTIONS IN THE EAST INDIES. 

In the East ludie^ the transactions of the wai \\<u 
:djequered with a varielyof success; but, on the wliolc. 
(he designs of the enemy were entirely defeated. TK 
FrcMieh cotnmahder, M. de Bussy, had, in the year on< 
thousand seven hundred and tift^-six, quarrelled with Sa 
labatzing, viceroy of Decaii, because this last would iiol 
put him in possession of the fortress of Golconda. in tlio 
course of the next year, while the English forces win 
employed in Bengal, «M. de Bussy made himself niaslci 
^of the British factories of Ingeram, Bandormalanka, and 
^izagapatam, and the reduction of this last left the enem) 
in possession of tb^whole coast ojf Coromandel, from Gau- 
jam to Massulapatani. While a body of the EiiglMi 
company’s itrces, under captain Caillaud, endeavoured (i‘ 
reduce the important fortress and town of Madura, il>r 
I'Tcnch, under M. D’Auteuil, invested Trichiuopoly. (yaib 
laud no sooner received inteUigence of the danger to whi<T 
this pl^'e w^ ex^sed, than he hastened (u its relief, auii 
ubligea the enemy to abandon tlis siege. Then he returned 
to Alidura, and, after an unsuccessful assault, made him 
self master of it by capitulation. During these transac- 
tions colonel Forde made an attempt upon the fort nt 
Nelloure, a stiong place, at the distance of Iwenly-lom 
miles from Madras, but miscarried; and tiiis was also lin’ 
fate of an expedition against Wandewash, underiaketi i>y 
colonel Aldercron. The first was repulsed in siurndii;? 
the place, tlic oth<.*r was anticipated by the French ariuv. 
which uuf^ihed from Foudieherfi'ito the relief of the 



Cil.XV. GEORGE 11. 1727-1760. JIJ 

Vhow, The French king had sent a siderahle niinforce- 

incfit to the East 1 miles, finder the command of general 
Laily, an officer of Irish exlractioa, together with Mich a 
number of ships as rendered the squadron of iM. d’Apchd 
superior to that of aiimirdl Pococke, who had succeuded 
admiral Watson, lately deceased, in thiA*ommand ol' the 
English squadron stationed on tlie coast of Coromandel, 
which, in the heginning of this yejir, was reinforced from 
England with several ships, under the direction of com- 
modore Slcevens. Immediately after this junction, which 
was effected in the road of Madras on the twenty* fourth 
day of March, admiral Pococke, who Dad already signalized 
himself by his courage, vigilance, and conduct, sailed to 
windward, with a view to intercept the French siiuadron, 
of which he had received intelligence. In two days he 
descried iu the road of fort Si. David the enemy’s fleet, 
consisting of nine ships, which immediately stood out to 
sea, and formed the line of battle a-head. The adininil took 
the same precaution, and bearing down upon M. d'Apchd, 
the engagement began about three* ^n the afternoon. The 
Fieuch commodore, having sustained a warm action for' 
about two hours, bore away with his^ whole fleet, and* 
being joined by two shipr^ formed a line of battle again to 
leeward. Admiral Pococke’s own ship, and w^me otliers, 
being greatly damaged in their masts and rigging, two 
of his captains having misbehaved in the action, and night 
coming on, he did not think it adviseable to pursue them 
with all the sail he could carry’ j but, nevertheless, he fol- 
lowed them at a proper distance, standing t.( iheViuth- 
west, in order to maintafn the weather-gage, iu ca|e he 
should be able to renew the action in the morning. In 
ibis expectation, however, he was disappointed; the 
ctiemy showed no lights, nor made any signals that could 
be observed; and iu the morning not the least vestige of 
ibem appeared. Mr. Pococke, on the supposition that 
I hey had weathered them in the night, endeavoured to 
Work up after him to windward; but finding he lost 
ff round considerably, he ^dropped anchor abjjit three 
li^agues to the noi tliwaitl of Sudras* and imavcd intel- 
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from the of that settlement^ that one ol tlk 
largest French ships, having l)een i^isaliled in the engage- 
nieot, was run ashore to the southward of Alemparve, wheir 
their whole squadron lay at ancifor. Such was the issue 
of jhe first action between the English and French squad 
rous in the Easft Indies, wh'ch, over and above the loss of 
a capital ship, is said to have cost the enemy about fut 
hundred men, whereas the British admiral did not lost 
one-fifth part of that number. Being dissatisfied with 
the behaviour of three captains, he, on his return to Ma- 
dras, appointed a court-martial to enquire into their con- 
duct; two were dismissed from the service, and the third 
was sentenced to lose one year s rank as a post-captaiu. 

In the mean time Mr. Lally had disembarked his troopi^ 
at Pondicherry, and taking the field, immediately invested 
the fort of St. David, while the a-iuadron blocked it up l»y 
sea. Two English ships being at anchor in (he road wlieii 
the enemy arrived, their captains seeing no possibility of 
escaping, ran them on shore, set them on fire, and ret' red 
with their men into Vtie fortress, which, however, was in 
. a few days surrendered. A much more resolute defence 
^was expected from the courage and conduct of Major Polier, 
who commanded Aie garrison. \Fheuhe arrived at 
he was sub^cted to a court of enquiry, which acquitted 
him of cowardice, but were of opinion that tlie place niigl<i 
have held out much lunger, and that the terms on whiet 
it surrendered were sliauieful, as the enemy were not even 
masters of the outward ct/vei'ed way, as they had made tit> 
hrcAcjf^, arij} had a wet ditch to fill up and pass, bcluic 
the town could have been pnqitirly assaulted. Polier, in 
orddl* to wipe off this disgrace, desired to serve as a ><>’ 
lunteer with colonel Draper, and was mortally womidtil 
in a sally at the siege of Madras. Admiral Pucocke having) 
to the best of his power, repaired his shattered ships, sd 
sail again on the tenth of May, in^der to attempt the 
lelief of fort St. David's; but, notwithstanding his 
endeavours, he could not reaclvit in time to be of aiiy 
viej^ Oil the thirtieth day of the month he came in 
oH*oiidil®ttciry, from whence fti# French stpiadron 
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away early next morning, nor was iVRl his power to come 
up with them, though he made all possilde efforts for that 
purpose. Then reeeiviu;^ intelligence that fori St. David’s 
was surrendered to the enemy, he returned again to Ma- 
dras, in order to refre.^i his squadron. On the twenty-ftfth 
day of July, he bailed a third time in queSt of M, d’Apchd, 
and in two days perceived his squadron, consisting of eight 
ships of the lino, and a frigate, at anchor in the road of 
PoiuUcheriy. They no sooner descried him advancing than 
\ hey stood out to sea as before, and he continued to chase, 
)u hopes of bringing them to an engagement } hut all his 
( udeavnurs ])roved fruitless till the “third day of August, 
w iien, having obtained the weather-gage, he bore do^n 
upon them in order of battle. The engagement began 
with great impetuosity on both sides; but in little more 
’iian ten minutes M. d’)fpchd set his fore-sail, and boro 
away, his whole squadron following bis example, and main- 
^ uuing a running fight mi a very irregular line. The British 
admiral thim hoisted the signal for | general chase, which 
Mil! enemy perceiving, thought proper to cut away their 
'ioats, and crowd with all the sail they could carry. They' 
:i])od, by favour of the night, into the road of Pondi-^" 
'■bi rr)-, and Mr. Pococke anchored with his squadron off 
^' vrical, a French settlement, having thus •htained an 
undisputed victory, with the loss of thirty men killed, and 
hundred and sixteen wounded, including commodore 
''UH’veus and captain Martin, though their wounds were 
>'i>t dangerous. The number of killed and wounded on 
'wj-ird the French squadron amounted, according to Aport, 
to five hundred and forty*; and their fleet was so nyich 
damaged, that in the l)eginning of September their com- 
•Tfindore sailed for the island of Bourbon, in the same lati- 
tude witli .Madagascar, in order to refit; thus leaving the 
‘“ttJmand and sovereignty of the Indian seas to the English 
‘Admiral, whose fleet, from the beginning of this campaign, 
been much inferior to the French squadron in numl)er 
'^hips and men, as well As in weight of metal, 

Mr. Lilly having reduced Cuddalore and forJ^St. Da- 
' ds,** resolved te exjLort a »um of money from the kin,; 
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of Tanjour, on prci£'nce that, in the hst war, he hfu] 
granted an obligation to the French governor for a cer- 
tain sum, which hud never been paid, tally accordingly 
inarched with a body of three thotisand men into the do- 
minions of I'anjour, and demaDded<seventy-two , lacks of 
rupees. This et'travagant demand being rejected, he 
plundered Nagare, a trading town on thi sea-coast, and 
afterwards invested the capital; but after be had prose- 
cuted the siege until a breach was made, his provisions 
and ammunition beginning to fail, several vigorous sallies 
being made by the forces of the king of Taiyour, and the 
place well defended liy European gunners, sent from the 
English garrison at Trichinopoly, he found himself obliged 
to raise the sie^e, and retreat with precipitation, leaving 
his cannon behind. He arrived at Carical about the middle 
of August, and from thence retinal to Pondicherry towards 
the end of September. He afterwards cantoned his troops 
in the province of Arcot, entered the city without oppo- 
sition, aud began to make preparations for the siege of 
Madras, which shall recorded among the incidents of 
/.he succeeding year. In the mean time, the land-forces 
Njjclonging to the EastJndia company were so much out- 
numbered by th«^ reinforcements which arrived with 
Mr Lally, that they could not pretend to keep the field, 
but were obliged to remain on the defensive, and provide 
as well as they could for the security of fort St, George, 
and the other settlements in that part of India. 

TRANTiACTlONS ON the CONTINENT op EUROPE. 

% 

HIvino particularized the events of the war which 
distinguished this year in America, Africa, and Asia— -those 
remote scenes in which the interest of Great Britain was 
immediately and intimately concemed-*it now remains 
to record the incidents of the militaiynperations in Ger- 
many, supported by British subsidies, and enforced by 
British troops, to favour the abominable designs of an 
ally, from whose solitaiy friendship the British nation can 
never red^ any solid benefit; aiSd^o defend a foreign elec- 
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lor» ill >vhosc behalf she had alrcod^Javished an immen- 
Mty uf treasure. Notwithstanding the bloodshed and 
ravages which had signalized the former campaign, the 
mutual losses of the belligerent powers, the incredible ex- 
pense of money, the <yfiiculty of recruiting armies thii^ned 
by sword and distemper, the sourcity (jf forage and pro- 
\isi()n, the distresses of Saxony in particular, and the ca- 
lamities of war, which desolated (be greatest part of the 
empire, no proposition of peace was hinted by cither of 
the parties concerned ; but the powers at variance seemed 
to be exasperated against each other with the most im- 
placable resentment. Jarring interests were harmoDized» 
old prejudices rooted up, inveterate jealousies assuaged, 
and even inconsistencies reconciled, in connecting the 
confederacy which was now formed and established against 
the king of Prussia ; amh on the other hand, the king of 
(Ireat Britain seemed determined to employ the whole 
power and influence of his crown in supporting this mo- 
uarcb. Yet the members of the grand confederacy were 
ditlereutly actuated by disagreeiug%iotivc8, which, in the 
sequel, operated for the preservation of his Prussian ina« 
jesty, liy preventing the full exertion of their unitedl 
Mreugth. The empress-^ueen, over aifd above her desire 
of retrieving Silesia, which was her primary gave way 
to the suggestions of personal hatred and revenge, to the 
gratification of which she may be said to have sacrificed, 
in some measure, the interests of her family, as well as 
the repose of the empire* admitting the natural enemies 
of her house into the Austrian Netherlands, and i|viting 
them to invade the donfiuions of her co-estates with a 
formidable army. France, true to her old political maVims, 
wished to see the bouse of Austria weakened by the divi- 
sions in the empire, which she accordingly fomented: for 
this reason it could not be her interest to effect the rain 
of the house of Brandenhurgh ; and therefore she had, no 
<iouht, set Iwunds to the prosecution of her scliemes in 
concert with the court of Vienna} but her designs against 
Hanover amounted to absolute conquest: in pursuance of 
these, she sent an army oV one hundred and t^^nty thou- 
VoL. V. . U 
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sand n>cn across Rhine, instead of four and twenty 
thousand, which she ^ad engapd to furnish by the ori- 
ginal treaty with (he empress-queen of Hungary, who i$ 
said to have shared in the spoils *of the electorate. The 
czat;ina, by co-operating with the h^uises of Bourbon and 
Austria, gratifieiher personal disgust towards the Prus- 
sian monarch, augmented her finances by considerable 
subsidies from both, and perhaps amused herself with the 
hope of obtaining an establishment in the German empire; 
but whether she wavered in her own sentiments, or her 
ministry fluctuated between the promises of France and the 
presents of Great Bnitain, certain it is, her forces had nut 
acted with vigour in Pomerania; and her general Apraxin, 
instead of prosecuting his advantage, had retreated im- 
mediately after the Prussians miscarried in their attack. 
He was indeed disgraced, and trkxl fur having thus retired 
without orders ; but in all probability, this trial was uo 
other than a farce, acted to amuse the other confederates 
while the empress of Russia gained time to deliberate 
upon the oflers that wAe made, and determine with regard 
«to the advantages or disadvantages that might accrue to 
^er from persevering in the engagements which she had 
contracted. As fJr the Swedes^ although they bad beci) 
instigated to^,hostilities against Prussia by the intrigues of 
France, and flattered with hopes of retrieving Pomerania, 
they prosecuted the war in such a dispirited and ineffectual 
manner, as plainly proved that either the ancient valonr 
of that people was extinct, or that the nation was not 
hearty^; engaged in the quarrel. 

When the Russian general « Apraxin retreated from 
Pomerania, mareschal Lehwald, who commanded the Prus- 
sians in that country, was left at liberty to turn his arms 
against the Swedes, and accordingly drove them before 
him almost without opposition. By the beginning of 
January they had evacuated all Prussian Pomerania, aud 
Lehwald invaded their dominions in his turn. He, in a 
little time, made himself master of all Swedish Pome' 
rania except Stralsund and the isle of Rugen, and pos- 
sessed hiffcself of several maga^fines which the enemy had 
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(greeted, The Austrian army, after defeat at Breslau, 
had retired into Bohc.iiia. where they were cantoned, the 
head*qnarters being fixed at Koninsgratz. The king of 
Prussia having cleared all bis part of Silesia, except the 
town of Schweidniti, which he circunascribed with a 
Idockade, sent detachments from his tirmy cantoned in 
the neighbourhood of Breslau, to penetrate into the Aus- 
trian or southern part of Silesia, where they surprised 
Troppau and Jaggernsdorf, while he himself remained 
at Breslau, entertaining his officers with concerts of music. 
Not that he suffered these amusements to divert his at- 
tention from subjects of greater importance. He laid 
Swedish Pomerania under contribution, and made a fresh 
demand of five hundred thousand crowns from the elec- 
torate of Saxony. Having received intimation that the 
duke of Mecklenbourg^as employed in providing ma- 
gazines for the French army, he detached a body of troops 
into that country, who not only secured the magazines, 
but levied considerable contributions; and the duke re- 
tired to Lubeck, attended by IheT^rench minister. The 
states of Saxony having proved a little dilatory in obeying 
his Prussian majesty’s injunction, received a second in- 
timation, importing that they should levy and deliver 
within a certain time, eighteen thousand rapruits for his 
army, pay into the hands of his commissary one year'-s 
revenue of the electorate in advance; and Lcipsic was 
taxed with an extraordinary subsidy of eight hundred 
tiiousand crowns, on pain of military execution. The states 
were immediately convoked at Leipsic in orderV deli- 
berate on these demands'; and the city being unable to 
pay such a considerable sum, the Prussian troops began 
to put their monarch’s threats in execiition. He justified 
these proceedings, by declaring that the enemy had prac- 
tised the same violence and oppression on the territories 
of his allies ; but how the practice of his declared enemies, 
in the countries which they had invaded and subdued in 
common course of war, ’should justify him in pillaging 
oppressing a people, witli whom neitherje nor his 
niiies were at war, it Is not easy to conceiv^ As little 
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can we reconcile tbji^ conduct to the cliai actor of a priiuv, 
assurainij the title of protectorof tV.e ])rotestant rclisioii, 
which is the established faith umon*? those very Saxoii'; 
who were subjected to such grievous itnpusitions ; im]K)- 
sitiyns the more grievous and uivneriled, as they hwl 
never taken anjisbare in the present war, but eautioiisl)' 
avoided ever}' step that might be construed into pniio- 
cation, since the king of Prussia declared they might de- 
pend upon his protection. 

STATE OF THE ARMIES ON THE CONTINENT. 

■ 

Before we proceed to enumerate the events of the 
campaign, it m^y be necessary to inform the reader, that 
the forces brought into the field by the einpress>queeu of 
Hungary, and the states of th?*empire, the czarina, the 
kings of France and Sweden, fell very little sluirt of three 
hundred thousand men ; and all these were destined to 
act against the king of Prussia and the elector of Hanover. 
In opposition to this%rmidable confederacy, his Pnis- 
4>ian majesty was, by the subsidy from England, the 
spoils of Saxony, and the revenues of Brandenhourg, en- 
abied to maintain bi army of one hundred and forty thou- 
sand men: labile the elector of Hanover assembled a Ixidy 
of sixty thousand men, composed of his owu electoral 
troops, with the auxiliary merceuaries of Hesse.Ca;sel, 
Buckebourg, Saxe-gotha, and Brunswick VVolfenbuttel, all 
of them maintained by the pay of Great Britain. At this 
juucti^e, indeed, there was no other fund for their sub- 
sistence, as the countries of Hariover and Hesse were pos- 
sessed by the enemy, and in the former the government 
was entirely changed. 

THE FRENCH KING CHANGES THE ADMINIS' 
TRATION OF HANOVER. 

In the mouth of Decemberin the preceding year, « 
farm<yp oT the revenues from Paris ’arrived at Hanovn'j 
where h^estahlisbed his office, hi order to act by virtue 
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of powers from one John Faidy^i) whom tlu; Frenrli 
king* grantetl the diiocti^ri, receipt, and administration of 
all the dutieii and revenues of the electorate. 'I'his di- 
rector was, by a decree of the (‘ouncil of state, empowered 
to receive the revenues, not only of Hanover, but» also 
of all other countries that bhould be siJbjf cted to his most 
Christian njajesty in the course of the campaign ; to re- 
move the receivers who had l)ecn employed in any part 
of the direction, receipt, and administration of the duties 
and revenues of Hanover, and appoint others in their 
room. The French king, by the same decree, ordained, 
that all persons who had been irftrusted under the pre- 
ceding government with titles, papers, accounts, registers, 
or estimates, relating to the admmist''alion of the re- 
venues, should communicate them to John Faidy, or his 
atluruies \ that the m%istratcs of the towns, districts, 
and commonalties, as well as those who directed the admi- 
nistration of particular states and provinces, should de- 
liver to the said John Faidy, or his attornies, the produce 
of six years of the duties and revenues belonging to the 
said towns, districts, and provinces, reckoning from t?!e 
first of January in the year one lhou|aDd seven hundred 
and fifty-one, together with an authentic account of the 
sums they bad paid during that term toithe preceding^ 
sovereign, and of the charges necessarily incurred. It ap- 
pears from the nature of this decree, which was dated on 
the eighteenth day of October, that immediately after the 
conventions of Closter-Scven and Bremeuworden,® the 
Court of Versailles had determined to change the\overn- 
tneut and system of the* electorate, contrary to an ty press 
article of the capitulation grant^ to the city of Ha- 
tiover, when it surrendered on the ninth day of August; 
and that the crown of France intended to take advantage 
of the cessation of arms, in seizing places and provinces 
n^hich were not yet subdued; for, by the decree above- 
tneutioned the administration of John Faidy extended 
to the countries which* might hereafter be conquered, 
^ith what regard to jusfice, then, could thi^rench go- 
'^orument charge the^elector of Hanover wuh the in- 
. .U2 
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fraction of articles fH)r wbal respect to good faiih and 
humanity did the duke dc Richelieu observe, in the outer 
issued from Zell, towards the end of the year, importing, 
that as the treaty made with the country of Hanover bad 
beeft rendered void by the violation^f the articles signed 
at Closter'SevenJ" all the effects belonging to the officers, 
or others, employed in the Hanoverian army, should be 
confiscated for the use of his most Christian majesty? 

The landgrave of Hease-Cassel, being desirous of avert- 
ing a like storm from his dominions, not only promised 
to renounce ail connexion with the kings of Great Britain 
and Prussia, but even solicited the court of France to re- 
ceive him among the number of its depertdents; for, on 
the eighteenth lay of October, the minister of the due 
de Deuxponts, delivered at Versailles, in the name of the 
laudgme, the plan of a treaty Tounded on the following 
conditions! the landgrave, after having expressed an ar- 
dent desire of attaching himself wholly to France, pro- 
l)osed these articles : '[Qiat he should enter into no engage- 
ment against the king and his allies; and give no assist- 
ance, directly or indirectly, to the enemies of his majesty 
and his allies: that should never give his vote, in the 
general or particular assemblies of the empire, against 
his niajesty’f interest ; but, on the contrary, employ li'u* 
interest, jointly with France, to quiet the troubles of the 
empire: that, for this end, his troops, which had serveii 
in the Flaiioverian army, should engage in the service of 
France^ on condition that they sHbuld not act in tlie 
presedTwar against his Britannic majesty; that, imme- 
diate£y after the ratification of the treaty, bis most Chris- 
tian mi^jesty should restore the dominions of the landgrave 
in the same condition they were in when subdued by the 
French forces: that these dominions should be exempted 
from further contributions, either in money, curn^ 
forage, wood, or cattle, thoogb already imposed on 
au^ects of Hesse ; and the French troops pay for all the 
proyi^n with which. they might be supplied; in which 
case the ,.dgrave should exacUno toll for warlike stores^ 
pfovi^on8,'or other ai-tides of that nature, whidi niighl 
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pass tliroujifh liis doniinions: that*ft)C king of France 
should guarantee all Ins citates, all the rights of the house 
of Hesse-Cassel, particdarly the act of assurance signed 
])y his son, the hereditary prince^ with regard to religion; 
use his interest with file emperor and the empress-qudeu, 
that) in consideration of the immense losses and damages 
his most serene highness had suffered since the French 
invaded his country, and of the great sums he should lose 
with England in arrears and subsidies by this accommo- 
dation, he might be excused from funiishing his contin- 
gent to the army of the empire, as well as from paying the 
Roman months granted by the dietot the empire; and if, 
in resentment of this convention, the states of his serene 
highness should be attacked, his most cJiristiau majesty 
should afford the most^^^peedy and effectual succours. 
These proposals will speak for themselves to the reader's 
apprehension; and if he is not blinded by the darkest 
mists of prejudice, exhibit a clear and distinct idea of a 
genuine German ally. The landjrave of Hesse-Cassel 
liad been fed with the good things of England, even ij^ 
time of peace, when his friendship could not avail, nor 
his aversion prejudice the interests of Great Britain ; but 
he was retained in that sl^ason of tranquillity as a friend, 
on whose services the most implicit dependence might 
Iw .placed in any future storm or commotion. How fur 
be merited this confidence and favour might have been 
determined by reflecting on bis conduct during the former 
"'ar; in the course of which his trotips were hised to 
the king of Great Britajn and his enemies alternately, 
as the scale of convenience happened to preponderate. 
Sincx*, the commencement of the present troubles, he 
bad acted as a mercenary to Great Britain, although he 
a principal in the dispute, and stood connected with 
ber designs by solemn treaty, as well as by all the ties 
gratitude and honour; but now that the cause of 
Hanover seemed to be on the decline, and his own domi- 
nions had suffered by the fate of the war, he not only ap- 
peared willing to abanjjcn his benefactor anally, but 
even sued to be enlisted in the service of his adversary. 



224 


I 1 IST(> 11 Y OF GRFA r BRITAIN. Cn. X\, 

This intended was, however, prevented hy u 

sudden turn of fortune, whieh^he u)nld not possibly ferp. 
see \ and his troops cuminued to, aet in conjunction witlj 
the Hanoverians. 

TREATY BETWEEN THE FRENCH KING AND 
THE DUKE OF BRUNSWICK. 

The landgrave of Hesse-Cassel was not singular in 
making such advances to the French monarch. The 
duke of Brunswick, still more neaily cuimected with rliti 
king of Great Britafin, used such uncommon expedition 
in detaching himself from the tottering foriiine of Ha- 
nover, that in +611 days after the convention of Closttr- 
Seven he had concluded i treaty with the courts of Vienna 
and Versailles ; so that the ndgoliation must have been 
begun before that convention took place. On the twentieth 
day of September his minister at Vienna, by virtue of full 
powers from the duke of Brunswick, accepted and signed 
the conditions which {he French king and his Austrian ally 
•thought proper to impose. These imported, that his mod 
Christian majesty should keep possession of the cities of 
Brunswick and ^olfeubuttel dfjring the war, and make 
use of the aitillery, arms, and military stores deposited in 
their arsenals; that the duke’s forces, on their return 
from the camp of the duke of Cumberland, should be di*:* 
banded anti disarmed ; and take an oath, that they should 
not, during the present war, serve against the king or 
his aKiles : that the duke should be permitted to maintain 
a battalion of foot, and two squadrons of horse, for the 
guard uf his person and castles; but the regulations made 
by mareschal Richelieu and the intendant of his army 
should subsist on their present footing: that the duke 
should furnish his contingent in money and troops, agree* 
ably to the laws of the empire ; that his forces should 
immediately join those which the Germanic body hail 
ftembled ; and that he should trder his minister at Ratis* 
bon to conformably to i\e resolutions of the dieb 
approveirand confirmed by the eirfperor. 1 n consideration 
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ttf all these concessions, the duke \^as restored ttj the 
favour of tlje French king;, who graciously promised that 
neither his revenues nor his treasure should be touched, 
nnr the administration justice invaded; and that no. 
tliiij'c further should be demanded, but winter-quarters 
lor the regiments wnich should pass tfiat season in the 
country of Brunswick. How scrupulously soever the duke 
iiave intended to observe the articles of this treaty. 
Ins intentions were frustrated by the conduct of his bro- 
ther prince Ferdinand, who, being invested with the com- 
mand of the Hanoverian army, and ordered to resume 
the operations of war against the ,tneray, detained the 
troops of Brunswick, as well as his nephew the hereditary 
prince, notwithstanding the treaty which his brother had 
signed, and the injunctions which he ha^d laid upon his 
son to quit the army, ar4 made a tour to Holland. The 
duke wrote an expostulatory letter to prince Ferdinand, 
inithetically complaining that he had seduced his troops^ 
decoyed his son, and disgraced his family ; insisting upon 
the prince's pursuing bis journey, its well as upon the re- 
turn of the troops ; and threatening, in case of non-conn 
pliance, to use other means that should be more effectual, 
[Sev note F, at the entj r/ this f^oL]^ Notwithstanding 
this warm remonstrance, prince Ferdinand inhered to his 
plan. He detained the troops and the hereditary prince, 
who, being fond of the service, in a little time signalized 
himself by very extraordinary acts of bravery and con- 
duct ; and means were found to reconcile his father to 
measures that expressly contradicted his eiigagemei^ with 
the courts of Vienna and Versailles. 

DECREE OF THE AULIC COUNCIL. 

The defeat ol the French army at Rosbach, and the re- 
treat of the Russians from Pomerania, had entirely changed 
the face of affairs in the empire. The French king was^ 
sutm obliged to abandon lys* ctmquests on that side of the 
Rhine, and his threats souiuied no longer legible in the 
' ‘^‘'trs of the Hanoverian *rfd Prussian allies. Ailtttle for- 
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midable were the jjjimnciatious of the emperor, wlio hail, 
by a decree of the Aulic council, comnmnicatpd to the diei 
certain mandates, issued in the month of Aug^ust in thr 
preceding year, on pain of the Imh of the empire, with avn- 
catpry letters annexed, against the |cing of Great Britain, 
elertorofHanovpr, and the other princes acting in conceit 
with the king of Prussia. The French court likewise piilv 
lished a virulent memorial, after the convention of Closter* 
Seven bad been violated, and set aside, drawing an in- 
vidious parallel between tlie conduct of the French kir.<; 
and the proceedings of bis Britannic majesty; in whieii 
the latter is taxed with breach of faith, and almost every 
meanness that could stain the character of a monarch, 
in answer to the emperor’s decree, and this virulent 
charge, baron Gimmengeu, the electoral miuister of 
Brunswick-Lunenbourg, preseiAad to the diet, in Novem- 
ber, a long memorial, recapitulating the important ser- 
vices his sovereign had done the bouse of Austria, and 
the ungrateful returns he bad reaped, in the queen’s r^ 
fusing to assist him, 1/heu his dominions were threatcued 
«%ith an invasion. He enumerated many instances in 
which she bad assisted, encouraged, and even joined the 
enemies of the electorate, in cqptempt of her former en- 
gagements, <^ud directly contrary to the constitution of 
the empire. He refuted every article of the charge which 
the French court had brought against him in their vira- 
lent libel, retorted the imputations of perfidy and ambition, 
and with respeet to France, justified every particular of 
bis ujU'i) conduct. 

BREMEN TAKEN AND RETAKEN. 

While the French and Hanoverian armies remained 
in their winter-quarters, the former at Zell, and the latter 
at Lunenbourg, divers petty enterprises were executed 
Iqp detachments with various success. The Hanoverian 
general Juncheim, having taken post at Halberstadt aim 
Quedlimb^rg, frojn whence he made excursions even w 
the gatS of Brunswick, and ‘kept the French army 
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r'onlinual alarm, was visited hy a larijt^body of ibe enemy, 
who compelled him to retire to Aehersleben, committed 
s^reat excesses in the town of Halberstadt and its neigh- 
bourhood, and carried oilp hostages for the payment of con- 
tributions. General ilardenberg, another Hanoverian of- 
ficer, having dislodged the French detachments that occu- 
pied Burgh, Vogelsack, and Ritterhude, and cleared the 
u liole territory of Bremen, in the month of January the 
duke dc Broglio assembled a considerable corps of troops 
that were cantoned at Otiersburg, Rotbeuburg, and the 
adjacent country, and advancing to Bremen, demanded 
ndmittance, threatening that, in caseiof a refusal, he would 
have recourse to extremities, and punish the inhabitants 
severely, should they make the least opi^osition. When 
their deputies waiU*d upon him, to desire a short time for 
delilmtion, he answereu^ “ Not a moment— the duke de 
Richelieu’s orders are peremptory, and admit of no delay.” 
lie accordingly ordered the cannon to advance j the wall 
was scaled, and the gates would have been forced open, 
had not the magistrates, at the earliest importunity of the 
people, resolved to comply with his demand, A secoifil 
deputation was immediately despatched to the duke de 
Broglio, signifying tbeir compliance; {Aid the gates being 
opened, he marched into the city at midnighli after having 
promised upon bis honour that no attempt should be made 
to the prejudice of its rights and prerogatives, and no out- 
rage offered to the privileges of the regency, to the liberty, 
f«ligion, and commerce of the inhabitants. This conquest, 
however, was of short duration. Prince Fcrdii:jjnd of 
Brunswick being joined a body of Prussian horse, under 
llie command of prince George of Holstein-Gottorf, the 
wliole army was put in motion, and advanced to the coun- 
try of Bremen about the middle of February, The enemy 
were dislodged from Rothenburg, Ottersburg, and Verden, 
and they abandoned the city of Bremen at the approach 
of the Hanoverian general, who took possession of it 
without opposition. § 

By this time the court^ of Versailles, beinft^dissatisfied 
with the conduct of tlfe *duke de Richelieu, recalled 
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llmt {general from G^^rmany, where his place was supplied 
by the count de Clermont, to the ^Tneral satisfaction of 
the army, as well as the joy of Uie Hanoverian suyects, 
among whom Richelieu had committed many flagrant, 
and inhuman acts of rapine and i’’ppressiou, I'he new 
commander fouiLd his master’s forces reduced to a deplor* 
able condition, by the accidents of war, arid distempers 
arising from hard duty, severe weather, ^aud the want uf 
necessaries. As he could not pretend, with such a wretchtd 
remnant, to oppose the designs of prince Ferdinand iu 
the field, or even maintain the footing which his prede- 
cessor had gained, he foutrd himself under the necessity of 
retiring with all possible expedition towards the Rhine. 
As the allies advanced, his troops retreated from their dis- 
tant quarters with such precipitation, os to leave Ix^biud 
all their sick, together with a Jteat part of their baggage 
and artillery, besides a great number uf officers and sol- 
diers, that fell into the hands of those parties by whom 
they were pursued. The inhabitants of Hanover, per- 
ceiving the French i&tended to abandon that city, were 
^overwhelmed with the fear of l)eing subjected to every 
species of violence and abuse; but their apprehensions 
were happily disappointed by tl« honour and integrity of 
the duke de^Handan, tlie French governor, who not only 
took effectual measures for restraining the soldiers within 
the bounds of the most rigid discipline and moderati('iii 
but likewise exhibited a noble proof of generosity, almost 
without example. Instead of destroying hte magazine of 
provi^bns, according to the usual practice of war, he or. 
derqd the whole to be either sold at a low price, or dis- 
tributed among the |)oor of the city, who had been long 
exposed to the horrors of famine ; an act of godlike hu- 
manity, which ought to dignify the character of thst 
worthy nobleman above all the titles that military fame 
can deserve, or arbitrary monarchs bestow, The ro- 
geney of Hanover were so deeply impressed with a sense 
of his heroic behaviour on thi« occasion, that they gi’at®' 
fully ack(^ledged it, in a letter of thanks to him and 
the couft de Clermont ; and on t%e day of solemn thanks 
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jrjvinnf to heaven, for their being ^ijiiiivered from their 
fticmlts, the clergy, i 1 their sermons, did not fail to cele- 
hrate and ejttol Ihn rharity and benevolence of the duke 
lie Randan. Siu’h glorit)us testimonies, even from enemies, 
must have afforded t]|e most exquisite pleasure to a mind 
endued with sensibility ; and this, no doubt, may be termed 
one of the fairest trium])bs of humanity. 

THE FRENCH ABANDON HANOVER. 

Tut; two grand divisions of the French army, quartered 
Z('ll and Hanover, retired in good order to Hamelen, 
^iiL’ie they collected all their' troops, except those that 
were left in Iloya, and about four thous^pd men [ilaced 
in g.irrison at Minden, to retard the ojierations of the 
cDiubiiicil army. Towaids the latter end of February, 
|triuce Ferdinand of Brunswick, having received intelli- 
g' lice that the count de Chabot was posted with, a con- 
Mdcrable body of troops at Hoya, upon the Weser, de- 
iHched the hereditary prince pf Brunswick, with four 
battalions, and some light troops and dragoons to dislodg^ 
them from that iieigbbiiurhood. This enterprise was exe> 
cut( d witli the utmost intrepidity, Tb^hereditary prince 
parsed the Weser at Bremen with part of hiarietachment, 
VI bile the rest advanced on (his side of the river; and 
the enemy, being attacked in front and rear, were in a 
htlle lime forced, and thrown into confusion. The bridge 
being ahilmloned, and near seven hundred men taken pri- 
’’wners, the count de Chabot threw himself, with tT^p bat- 
talions, into the castle, 'where he resolved to suijport 
himself, in hope of being relieved. The regiment of Bre- 
tagne, and some detachments of dragoons, were actually 
the march to his assistance. The hereditary prince 
being made acquainted with this circumstance, being also 
destitute of heavy artillery to besiege the place in form, 
and taking ii for granted he should not be able to main- 
tain the post after it migift be taken, he listened to the 
terms of caiiitulation proposed by the Fremid^ general, 
"'hose g.tnison was suffefed to march out with tiiif honours 
VoL. V. , X 
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of war”; hut tluMr,j[jg[niion, stort-s, and aminuuitum were 
burreiidcrcd to the victor. This fWas the first ex])loit 
of tile lieredltary prince, whob valour and activity, on 
many subsequent occasions, slioue with distinguished lus* 
tre. He had no sooner reduced Hpya, than he inarclied 
to the attack of Minden, which he invested on the tilth 
day of Man'll, and on tlic fourteenth the garrison sur- 
rendered at discretion. After the reduction of tliis city, 
the cojidiined army advanced towards llamclen, where the 
French general had established his head-quarters; hut he 
abandoncrl them at tlie approach of the allies, and leavirii;' 
behind all his sick and wounded, with parf of his luaga 
zines, retired without halting to Padcrboni, and Irom 
thence to the Rhine, recalling in his march the tiwj'i 
that were in Enibden, Cassel, and the landgraviateof Hcsnc, 
all which places were now evaciRited. They were terribly 
harassed in their retreat by tiie Prussian hussars, and a 
boily of light horse, distinguished by the name of Haiui- 
verian hunters, who took a great number of prisoners, 
together with many Daggage-waggous, and some artillery, 
feueh was the precipitation of the enemy’s retreat, that 
they could not find time to destroy all their magazines 
of provision and borage ; and eyen forgot to call in the 
garrison of ^chte, a small fortress in the neighlwurliooil 
of Diepholt, who were made prisoners of war, and here 
was found a complete train of battering cannon and 
mortars, 1'he count de Clermont, having reached the 
hanks of the Rhine, distributed his forces into quarters of 
cantonment in Wesel and the adjoining country, while 
prince Ferdinand cantoned the allied army in the bishopric 
of jfiunster; here, however, he did not long remain in- 
active, Jri the latter end of May he ordered a detachment 
to pass the Rhine at Duysbourg, under the command of 
colonel Scheitber, who executed his order without los$> 
defeated three battalions of the enemy, and took fn^ 
pieces of cannon. In the Ireginning of June the whole 
army passed the Rhine, on a l^ridge constructed for the 
occasion, d&feated a body of French cavalry, and obtaineii 
divers offer advantages in theip march towards VVeseh 
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Kcisi'rswaert was sur|inscd, llie part of llic gar- 

rison t'itlier killed or vakep ; and prince Ferdinand began 
to make pn*paratious fur the siege of Dusseldurp. In 
the mean time, the count de Clermont, being unable to 
stop the rapidity of Us progress, was obliged to secure his 
troo}is with, strong intreuchmeiits, uiitil be should he pro- 
perly reinforced. 

I'RIICCE FERDINAND DEFEATS THE FRENCH, &o. 

The court of Versailles, though equally mortified and 
confounded at the turn of their affairs iu Germany, did 
not hit tainel}' and behold this reverse; but exerted their 
usual spirit and expedition in retrieving, the losses they 
had sustained. They assembled a body of troops at Hanau, 
under the direction of th<?prmce de Souhise, who, it was 
s.iid, bad received orders to penetrate, by the way of 
Donawert, Ingoldstadt, and Arnberg, into Bohemia. In 
liie mean time, reinforcements daily arrived in the camp 
of the count de Clermont ; and, fi repeated complaints 
had been made of the want of discipline and subordinal ioli 
hi that army, measures were taken for reforming the 
troops by severity and eiwimple. The !bareschal duke de 
Hclliiisle, who now acted as secretary at #ar with un- * 
foinmon ability, wrote a letter directed to all the colonels 
of infautiy, threatening them, in the king’s name, with 
the loss of their regiments, should they connive any 
longer at the scandalous practice of buying commissions ; 
an abuse which had crept into the service under Various 
pretexts to the discouragement of merit, the relaxj^tioa 
of discipline, and the total extinction of laudable emula- 
tion. The prince of Cfermont having quitted his strong 
camp at Rhincfeldt, retired to Nuys, a little higher up 
the river, and detached a considerable corps, under the 
ooinmand of the count de St. Germain, to take post at 
^'reveldt, situated in a plain between his army and the 
oamp of the allies, which fronted the town of Meurs. 
nfter several motions on (oth sides, prince Ihifdinand re- 
solved to attack the enemy, arid forthwith inadfra dispo- 
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sitioD tor this pur])v^. He assi^rned the conmmud of the 
whole left wing, consisting of ciphteeri battalions and 
twenty-eight squadrons, to lieutenant-general Sporckeii : 
the conduct of the right wing, composed of sixteen bat- 
talions and fourteen squadrons, was ii,nt rusted to the here- 
ditary prince and major-general Wangenheim; the squad- 
rons, with the addition of two regiments of Prussian 
dragoons, were under the immediate direction of the prim e 
of Holstein, while the hereditary prince commanded the 
infantry. The light troops, consisting of five S(]uadr()n$ of 
hussars, were divided between the prince of Holstein and 
lieutenant-general Sporoken. Major Luckner’s squadron, 
together with Scheither’s corps, were ordered to observe the 
flank of the enemy’s right, and with this view were posted 
in the village of Papendciek ; and a battalion of the troops 
of Wolfenbuttel wt*re left in the town of HuMe, to com i- 
the rear of the army. Prince Ferdinand's design was to 
attack the enemy on their left flank; but the execution 
was rendered extremely difflcult by the woods and ditclns 
that embarrassed the liute, and the numerous ditches that 
hitersected this part of the country. On the twenty-t hii tl 
day of June, at four in the morning, the army began to 
move; the right^^advancing in, two columns as far as 
St Antbony,f^nd the left marching up within half a league 
of Crevelt The prince having viewed the position of the 
enemy from the steeple of St. Anthony, procured guides, 
and having received all the necessary hints of information, 
proceeded to the riglit, in order to charge the enemy’s left 
flank ly the villages of Worst and Auratb; but, in urdi r 
to divide their attention, and k^p them in suspense with 
respect to the nature of his principal attack, he directed 
the generals Sporcken and Oherg fo advance against them 
by the way of Crevelt and St. Anthony, and, in particular, 
to make the most of their artillery, that, being employed 
in three different places at once, they might be prevented 
from sending any reinforcement to the left, where the 
chief attack was intended. ^Tbese precautions being 
taken, primie Ferdinand, puttiifg himself at the head of 
the grenfl&rs of the right wing, •continued his inarch m 
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Iwiu'oliimns to ihe xillapje of Ani'p^H, whore he fell in 
with ail advaiicctl pauy of the French, which, after a few 
discharges of musketry,^ retired to their camp and gave 
the alarm, in the mean time, both armies were drawn 
lip in order of battle^ the troops of the allies in the plain 
Iwtwecn the villages of Anrath and Willicb, opposite to the 
French forces, whose left was covered with a wood. The 
action began about one in the afternoon, with a .severe 
cannonading on the part of prince Ferdinand, which, 
though well supported, proved iiicftectual in drawing the 
tMieiny from their cover: he, therefore, determined to dis- 
lodge them from the wood by dint of small arms. I'hu 
hereditary prince immediately advanced with the whole 
front, and a veiy obstinate action casue^. Meanwhile, 
the cavalry on the right in vain attempted to penetrate the 
wood on the other side, where the enemy had raised two 
batteries, which were sustained by forty squadrons of horse. 
After a terrible fire had been maintained on both sides, 
till five in the afternoon, the grenadiers forced the intreiich- 
nients in the wood, which were liffed by the French in- 
fantry. These giving way, abandoned the wood in lb’s 
utmost disorder \ but the pursuit was checked hy the eon- 
duct and resolution of the enemy's ca'^alr}', which, iiot- 
wiihstanding a dreadful fire from the artiller^of the allies, 
uiaintaiucd their ground, and covered the foot in their re- 
treat to Nuys. The success of the day was, in a good 
measure, owing to the artillery on the left and in the 
cfintre, with which the generals Sporckeu and Oberg had 
done great execution, and employed the attentiorfVf the 
<!uemy on that side, whfle prince Ferdinand prosecuted 
^>>s attack on the other quarter. It must be owned, how- 
ever, that their right wing and centre retired in great 
urder to Nuys, though the left was defeated, with the 
loss of some standards, colours, and pieces of cannon, and 
thousand men killed, woundeil, or taken prisoners. 
This victory, liowever, which cost the allies about fifteen 
hundred men, was not at all decisive in its consequences; 
indeed, the plan se^ed only calculate^ to display 
enterinising genius df the Hanoverian gcnejill. True 
- X2 
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it is, llic French toek refuffe under the cannon (.f 
Cologn, where they remained, without hazardin'; any .step 
for tiie relief of Dusseldorp, which prince Ferdinand im- 
mediately invested, and in a few days reduced, the garrison 
being: allowed to march out with th«> honours of war, on 
coifdition that they should not, for the sj)ace of one year, 
carry arms against the allies. 

PRINCE OF YSEMBOURG DEFEATED. 

It was at this period that count de Clcnuout resignorl 
his command, wliich was conferred upon M. de Contades, 
and the French army was considerably reiitforced. He 
even tbreatenetj to attack prince Ferdinand in his turn, 
and made some m(jtions with that design, but was pre* 
vented by the little river Erlf, behind which the prince 
resolved to lie quiet, until he should be joined by the b«)dy 
of British troops under the command of the duke of 
Marlborough, the first division of which had just landed 
at Embden. He flahered himself that the prince of 
Y^sembourg, at the head of the Hessian troops, would find 
employment for the prince de Soul)ise, who had marched 
from Haiiau, witlf a design to f enetrate into the laud- 
graviate of Wesse-Cassel : his vanguard had been already 
surprised and defeated by the militia of the country; and 
the prince of Ysembourg was at the head of a considerable 
body of regular forces, assembled to op|>«)se his further 
progress. Prince Ferdinand, therefore, hoped that the 
operatfcns of the French general would be effectually im* 
pede^l, until he himself, being joined by the British troops 
should be in a condition to pass the Meuse, transfer ilie 
seat of war into the enemy's countryrtlms make a diver* 
sioD from the Rhine, and perhaps oblige the prince de 
Soubise to come to the assistance of the principal French 
army commanded by M. de Contades. He had formed a 
plan which would have answered these purposes effectually} 
and, in execution of it, marched to Ruremond on 
Maese, whfft his measures weK totally disconcerted by 
a variet/6f incidents which be diuld not foresee. Tbe 
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)>ritu*e of Vsemboure; wa3,oi the twg[»iy-third day of July, 
ileleated at Saii§arsh..uscn by the duke de Brog^lio, whom 
the priticc de Soubisc had detached aj^aiiist him with 
a number of troops greatly superior to that which the 
Hessian general couMuauded. The duke de Broglio, who 
eouiiuauded the corps that formed the vanguard of Suu- 
1)ise’s army, having learned at Cassel, that the Hessian 
troo])S, under the prince of Ysembourg, were retiring to- 
wards Muuden, he advanced, on the twenty-third of July, 
with a body of eight thousand men, to the village of 
Saiigarahausen, where he found them drawn up in order 
of battle, and forlliwilh made a 4lis})«sition for the attack. 
At iirst bis cavalry were repulsed by the Hessiau horse, 
which charged the French infantry, and, were broke iit 
tlieir turn. The Hessians, though greatly inferior in 
number to the enemy, mftde a very obstinate resistance, 
by favour of a rock in the Fulde that covered their right, 
and a wood by which their left; was secured. The dispute 
was so obstinate, that the enemy’s left was obliged to 
give ground; but the duke de Bftglio, ordering a fresh 
corps to advance, changed the fortune of the day. The Hes- 
sians, overpowered by numbers, gave way; part plunged 
into the river, where ma^^y perished, anJ part threw them- 
selves into the wood, through which they e8c'!lped from the * 
pursuit of the hussars, who took above two hundred sol- 
diers aud fifty oibcers, iucluditig the count de Canitz, who 
was second in commiuid. They likewise found on the field 
of battle seven pieces of cannon, and eight at M unden; 
hut the carnage was pretty considerable, and nearl^equal 
on both sides. The iiuihber of the killed and wounded, 
on the side Qf the French, exceeded two thousand ; the 
loss of the Hessians was not so great. The prince of 
Vsomhourg, having collected the remains of his little 
took post at Eiinbeck, where he soon was rein- 
forced, and found himself at the head of twelve thousand 
; but, in consequence of this advantage, the enemy 
fjocame masters of the Wsiser, and opened to themselves 
a free passage into Westpalia. \ 



23C 


IIISTOUY OF GREAT BRITAIN. Cii \V 

GENERAL IMiAVf DEFEATS, M. 1)E CHEVERT. 

< 

The progress of prince Fenlin^jind upon the Mae&e, h.ul 
hceii n*tar(l<‘d by along succession of heavy rains, which 
broke up the roads, and rendered tl#i country inipassabk ; 
and now the certain information of this unlucky clu ck 
left him no alternate e but a battle or a retreat across the 
Rhine: the first was carefully avoided by the enemy; the 
latter resolution, therefore, he found himself under a iie* 
cessity to embrace. In his present position he was ham* 
)»*red by the French army on one wing, on the other by 
the fortress of Gueldres, the garrison of which had bccii 
lately reinforced, as well as by divers other posts, capable 
of obstnictingithe convoys and subsistence of the corn* 
hilled army ; Iresides, he bad reason to apprehend, that the 
prince de Souhise would endeavour to intercept the British 
troops in their march from EmWen. Induced by these 
considerations, he determined to repass the Rhine, aflei 
having offered battle to the enemy, and made several 
ymtions for that purpose. Finding them averse to an 
engagement, he made his dispositions for forcing the 
strong pass of Wachtendonck, an island surrouiid(‘(l by 
Niers, of very dinicult approach; and situated exactly in 
liis route to^he Rhine. This service was jierformed hv 
the hereditary prince of Brunswick, who, perceiving the 
enemy had drawn up the bridge, rushed into the river :ii 
the head of his grenadiers, who drove them away with 
their bayonets, and cleared the bridges for the passage of 
the awiiy towards Rhinebergen. At this place prince Fcr* 
dimvid received intelligence, thk M. de Chevert, reputed 
one of the best officers in the French service, bad passed 
the Lippe with fourteen battalions and several squadi'Ams, 
to join the garrison of Wesel, and fail upon lieutenatil* 
general Iinboff', who commanded a detached corps of the 
combined army at Meer, that he might be at hand to 
guard the bridge which the prince had thrown over the 
Rhine at Rccs. His serene highness was extremely de- 
sirous of Ending succours topgcneral ImhofF; but lh<’ 
tioopb ^^e too much fatigued to begin anothci uMi'd' 



til. XV. GEORGE II. 17^27-1700. 237 

before morning; and the Rhine had (a'crflowcd its hanks 
in such a manner as render the liridge at Rees iinpass< 
able, so that M. linhofF fv.-is left to the resources of his 
own conduct and the braver}' of his troops, consisting of 
six battalions and f^ir squadrons, alrc.'^Ldy weakened by 
the absence of dilferent detachments. This general having 
received advice, on the fourth of August, that the enemy 
intended to pass the Lippe the same evening with a con- 
siderable train of artillery, in order to burn the bridge at 
Rees, decamped with a view to cover this place, and join 
tao battalions which had passed the Rhine hi boats, under 
tlie command of general Zastrow,,who reinforced him 
aceordiiigl) ; but the enemy not apjiearing, he concluded 
the information was false, and resolved to resume his ad- 
vantageous post at Meer. Of tliU he had iio sooner repos- 
sessed himself, than his id\aneed guards were (‘ngaged 
with the enemy, who marched to the attack from Wesel, 
under the command of lieutenant-general de Chevert, 
consisting of the whole corps intended for the siege oi 
Dusseldorp. Imhoirs front was covered by coppices and 
ditches, tliere being a rising ground on his right, fro^a 
whence he could plainly discern the whole force that ad- 
vanced against him, together with tb^ manner of their 
approach. Perceiving them engaged ini^hat difficulty 
ground, he posted one regiment in a cojipice, with orders 
to fall upon the left flank of the enemy, which apjieared 
quite uncovered ; and as soon as their fire began, advanced 
with the rest of his forces to attack tliem in front. The 
bayonet was used on this occasion, and the charge given 
with such impetuosity ai.d resolution, that, after a short 
resistance, the enemy fell into confusion, and fled towards 
^Vesel, leaving on the ^)ot eleven pieces of cannon, with 
^ great number of waggons and other carriages ; besides 
bhe killed and wounded, who amounted to a pretty con- 
sideralile number, the victor took three huiulretl and fifty- 
fuur prisoners, including eleven officers ; whereas, on his 
part, the vietoiy was pur(|fiased at a very small expense, 
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CENEKALOBEtfc DEFEATED BV THE FKENCII, 

Immediatkly after this action, general Wangenlu-im 
passed the Rhine with several squadrons and battalions, 
to reinforce general Inihoff, and en«')le him to prosecutp 
the advantage ^e had gained, while prince Ferdinand 
marched willi the rest of the army to Sunten : from 
whence he proceeded to Rliiueltcrg, where he intended t(< 
pass; but the river liad oveiHowed to such a degree, that 
here, as well as at Rees, the shore was inaccessible; mi 
iliat he found it necessary to march farther down tin 
ri\er, and lay a bridge at Griethnyzen. The enemy had 
contrived four vesstds for the destruction of this bridge; 
hut they were^,all taken liefore they could put the design 
in execution, and the whole army passed on the tetitli day 
of August, without any loss or further interruption. At 
the same lime the prince withdrew his garrison from 
Uusseldorp, of which the French immediately took pos- 
session. Immediately after his passage he received a 
letter from the duke* of Marlborough, aequaintiug him 
Aiat the British troops had arrived at Lingen, in tlieir 
route to Coesfeldt: to which place general Imhoff was 
sent to receive tRem, with a s^ong detachment. Noi- 
withstaiidin^. this junction, the two armie.s on the Rhine 
were so equally matched, that no stroke of importance 
was struck on either side during the remaining part of 
the campaign. M. dc Contadcs, seeing no prospect of 
obtaining the least advantage over (irince Ferdinand, de* 
tach^ prince Xaverius of Saxony with a strong reinforce- 
ment to the prince de Soubise, who bad taken possession 
of Gottengen, and seemed determined to attack the prince 
of Ysembourg at Eimlieek. That this officer might be able 
to give him a proper reception, prince Ferdinand detached 
general Oberg with ten thousand men to Lipstadt, from 
whence, should occasion require, they might continue 
their march, and join the Hessians. The whole body* 
when thus reinforced, did not exceed twenty thutisand 
men, of vihfn general Obei^ nlw assumed the command ■ 
whereas 4iie lroo}>6 of Suuhise were increased to the num* 
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li' T of iliiity tbon'iand. The allies^ llid taken post upon 
f ile river Fulde at S?ii‘farshan«en, where they hoped the 
i'reneh would attack thSni ; hut the desijfn of Soubise 
Miis first to dislodge tlieni from that advantageous situ- 
ation. Witli this vjfw, he made a motion, as if he had 
uitcnded to turn the camp of the allies by the road of 
iMuiidcu. In order to )»revcnt the execution of this sup- 
posed design, general Oberg deeaniped on the tenth of 
October, and, passing by the village of Landwernhagen, 
.idvanccd towards Luttcnbei^, where, understanding the 
cneui} were at his heels, he forthwith formed his troops 
111 order of battle, liis right to tha Fulde, and his left 
ivtetuling to a tiiicket upon an eminence, where he 
planted five field-pieces, The cavalry supported the wings 
in a third line, the village of Liittenberg was in the rear, 
and four pieces of cannon were mounted on a rising 
ground that flanked this village. The French having 
likewise passed Landwernhagen, posted their left towards 
the Fulde, their right <-xtendiug far beyond the left of 
'>iie allies, and their front iieing strengthened with above 
iSiirty pieces of eanuon. At four iu the afternoon tlm 
enemy began the battle with a severe cannonading, and 
at the same time the tirjst line of tbeir'^infantry attacked 
major-general Zastrow, who was posted oiiHlic left wing* 
of the allies. This body of the French was repulsed ; but 
>11 the same momcnr, a comiderable line of cavalry ad- 
vancing, charged the allies in front and flank. These 
were supported by a fresh Iwdy of infantry with cannon, 
which, after a warm dispute, obliged the confederlltes to 
give way; and general Oberg, in order to prevent a total 
defeat, made a disposition for a retreat, which was per- 
fonufcil in tolerable ordet ; not but that be suffered greatly, 

HI passing through a defile, from the fire of the enemy’s 
('annon, which was brought up, and managed under the 
direction of the duke de Broglio. Having marched through 
Mnndeu by midnight, the retiring army lay till morning 
under ’inns in the little plain near Grupen, on the other 
i»ide of the Weser; hut |it day-break pruS\nited their 
‘^arch, after having witlkl rawn the garrison frono^Munden, 
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awlil t\wy arrived im the iieighhourhood of Gunter- 
sheirn, where they eocaniped. Iji this eng’affcment tfeiienil 
Oberg lost about fifteen hundred men, his artillery, bag- 
gage, and ammunition. He was obliged to abandon a 
magazine of hay and straw at Mund.n, and leave part of 
his wounded mefi in that place to the humanity of the 
victor. But, after all, the French general reaped very 
little advantage from his victory. 

DEATH OF THE DUKE OF MARLBOROUGH. 

By this time prinCe Ferdinand had retired into West- 
phalia, and fixed his head-quarters at Munster, while 
M. de Contadcsi encamped near Ham u})on the Lippe; so 
that, although he had obliged the French army to eva- 
cuate Hanover and Hesse in (he begirming of the year, 
when they were weakened by death and distemper, and 
even driven them bi^yond the Rhine, where they sustained 
a defeat; yet they were soon put in a condition to baffle 
^1 his future endeavours, and penetrate again into West- 
phalia, where they established their winter-quarters, ex- 
tending themselves in such a manner as to command the 
whole course of Qie Rhine on l)ft*h sides, while the allies 
were disposeS'iu the laiidgraviate of Hesse-Cassel, and in 
the bishoprics of Munster, Paderbom, and Hildesbeim. 
The British troops had joined them so late in the season, 
that they had no opportunity to signalize themselves in 
the field ; yet the fatigues of the campaign, which they 
bad reverely felt, proved fatal to their commander, the 
duk# of Marllx/rough, who died of a dysentery at Munster, 
universally lamented, 

OPERATIONS OF THE KING OF PRUSSIA. 

Having thus particularized the operations of the allieil 
army since the commencement of the campaign, we shall 
now endeavour to trace the steps of the king of Prussia, 
from the period to which hi| army was assembled for 
action, •ffaving collected his fofee as soon as the season 
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would permit, he undertook the si^gi of Schweidnitz in 
I'orm on the twenty-first day of March; and carried on 
his operations with such vigour, that in thirteen days the 
};arri&oii surrendered themselves prisoners of war, after 
having lost one half of their number in the defence of 
the place. While one part of his troops were engaged 
in this service, he himself, at the head of another, ad- 
vanced to the eastern frontier of Bohemia, and sent a 
detachment as far as Trautenaw garrisoned by a body of 
Austrians, wlio, after an obstinate resistance, abandoned 
the place, and retreated towards their grand army. By 
tills success he opened to himself a way into Bohemia, 
by which he poured in detachments of light troops, to 
raise contributions, and harass the out-posisof the enemy. 
At the same time tlie baron^de la Motbc Fouquet inarched 
with another body against the Austrian general Jahnus, 
posted in tho county of Clatz, whom he obliged to aban- 
don all the posts he occupied in that country, and pur- 
sued as far as Nachod, within twimty miles of Konins- 
Uratz, where the grand Austrian army was encarope(>, 
under the command of mareschal Daun, who bad lately 
arrived from Vienna, * * Over and abovc^jhese excursions, 
the king ordered a body of thirty thousai^ men to be 
assembled, to act under the command of his brother prince 
Henry, an accomplished warrior, against the army of the 
‘•nipire, which the prince dc Deux-ponts, with great difli- 
<’ulty, made a shift to form again near Bamberg, in Fran- 
conia. ^ 

The king of Prussia, whose designs were perhaps even 
greater than he cared to own, resolved to shift the thAtre 
of the war, and penetrate into Moravia, a fertile country, 
''Inch had hitherto been kept sacred from ravage and 
’‘oiitrihution. Having formed an army of fifty thousand 
choice twiops, near Neiss, in Silesia, he divided them into 
three columns ; the first commanded by mareschal Keitn. 
Ihe second by himself in person, and the third conducteU 
hy prince Maurice of Anhr|ilt-Dessau, In latter end 
of April they began their, march towards Mon^a; and 
VoL. V. y 
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general De la Vilk*, v/ko coininaniled a body of troops in 
that county, retired as they a(U;anptd, after having ihrowu 
a strong reinforcement into Olmutz, whirh the king wa*« 
determined to liesiege. Had he passed by this fortress, 
which was strongly fortified and we'l provided for a vi* 
gorous defence, «he might have advanced to the gates of 
Vienna, and re<lueedthe emperor to the necessity of snin« 
for peace oil his own terms; but it seems he was unwilling 
to deviate so far from the common maxims of war as to 
leave a fortified place in the rear; and, therefore, he de- 
termined to make himself master of it before he should 
proceed. For this purpose it was immediately invested: 
orders were issued to hasten up the heavy artillery, and 
mareschal Keith was appointed to superintend and direct 
the operations of tlic siege. Meanwhile, the Austrian com- 
mander, count Daun, being' informed of his PrusMiiu 
majesty’s motions and designs, quitted his camp at Leuto- 
nnssel in Bohemia, and entered Moravia by the way of 
Billa. Being s(ill too weak to cncoutiter the Prussians iu 
the field, he (‘xteuded his troops in the neighbourhood of 
tlie king's army, between Gewitz and Littau, in a moun- 
UiuotiB sitiiaiioi^. where he ran little or no risk of being 
attacked, j/ere he r^iiiutned fersome time in quiet, with 
the fertile country of Bohemia iu his rear, from whence 
lie drew plentiful supplies, and received daily reinforce- 
ments. H is scheme was to relieve the besieged occasionally; 
to harass the besiegers, and to intercept their convoys 
frotiu Silesia; and this scheme succeeded to his widi* 
Olmutz is so extensive in its^ works, and so peculiarly 
situated on the river Morava, that it could not be com- 
pletely invested without weakeping the posts of the bC' 
sieging army, by extending them to a prodigious circuit; 
so that, iu some parts they were easily forced by detacb- 
nients iu the night, who fell upon them suddenly, andsd' 
dom failed to introduce into the place supplies of 
provisions, and ammunition. The forage in the neiglj' 
bourhood /'f the city bavin! been previously destroyc‘l> 
the Prussian horse were obligetl to make excursions at a 
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dif»tauce, ( (nisequently oxpost:jf faiigue, and liable 
to surprise; and, in a word, the Prussians were not very 
ex|>ert in the art of town'taking 
Count Daiin knew bow to take advantage of these 
circumstances, witbi^ut hazarding a battle, to which the 
king irrovoketl him in vain. While tke garrison made 
repeated sallies to retard (he operations of the besiegers, 
the Austrian general harassed their foraging parties, fell 
upon diff(‘reut quarter of their army in the night, and 
ke)>t them in continual alarm. Nevertheless, the king 
liuishcd his first parallel ; and proceeded with such vigour 
as seemed to promise a speedy reduction of the place, 
when his design was entirely frustrated hy an untoward 
incident. Maresehal Daun, having reeeiyed intelligence 
that a large convoy had set out from Silesia for the Prus- 
sian camp, resolved to seiz^i this opportunity of compelling 
the king to desist from his enterprise. He sent general 
•lahnus, with a strung body of troops, towards Bahrn, 
and aiiolhor detachnieul to Stadtoliebe, with instructions 
M attack the convoy on diflferent Ades ; while he hiin5e}f 
.ulvanced towards the besiegers, as if he intended to give 
tU'in battle. The king of Prussia, far from being de- 
ceived hy this feint, begjjn, from the ml!<^jons of the Aus- 
trian general, to suspect his real scheme, anMro mediately 
(despatched general Zietben, with a strong reinforcement, 
to protect the convoy, which was escorted by eight bat- 
talions, and about four thousand men, who had been sick, 
and were just recovered. Before this officer joined them, 
till' convoy had been attacked on the twenty-eighth day 
of dune; but the ass<iilaKts were n'pulsed with consider- 
J^hle loss. Maieschal Dauu, however, took care that they 
s»h()uld he immediately reinforced ; and neat day the attack 
Was renewt'd with much greater effect. Four hundred 
waggons, guanled by four battalions, and about one thou- 
^8nd irooperfi, had just passed the defiles of Domstadt, 
wiien the Ausirians charged them furiously ou every side; 

conummication l)eiween the head and the rest of the 
(Jonvoy was cutoff; and Ecneral Ziethen, having 
•^^•"rU'd all hi' eflurts for its preservation, bring t)Wiged to 
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abandon the waj'^ons, retired to Tro])|)au. Thus the 
whole convoy fell intft the hands of the enemy, who took 
al)ove bix hundred prisoners, to^'etlicr with {j^eneral Jhu- 
kamnier ; and the king of Prussia was obliged to relijiqnisii 
his enterprise. This was a mortifyinjj necesNity ro a prince 
of his high spirit, at a time when he saw himself on th* 
eve of reducing the place, notwithstanding the gallant 
defence which had been made by general Marshal, the 
governor. Nothing now remained but to raise the siege, 
and retire without loss in the face of a vigilant citetm, 
prepared to seize every opportunity of advantage: a t.i'sk 
which, bow hard soever it may appear, he performed with 
equal dexterity and sucee&s. Instead of retiring into 
Silesia, be resolved to avert the war from his own domi- 
nions, and takS the route of Bohemia, the frontiers ol 
which were left uncovered by m^resch.al Daun's last mot win, 
when he advanced his quarters to Posnitz, in order to 
succour Olmutz the more effectually. After the king had 
taken his measures, he carefully concealed his design from 
the enemy, and, notwphstaiiding the loss of his oomoy, 
jifosecuted the operations of the siege with redouhlnl 
vigour, till the first day of July, when he decamped ui 
the night, and J^gan his march to Bohemia. He him* 
self, with op: division, took tli^e road to Konitz; and 
inareschal Keith having brought away all the artillery, 
except four mortars, and one disabled cannon, pursued 
his march by the way of Littau to Muglitz and Trihau. 
Although his Prussian majesty had gained an entire marcli 
upon llie Austrians, their light trooi)s, commanded by tlie 
generals Bucenw and Laudohn,,did not fail to attend 'and 
harJss his army in their retreat; but their endeavoin's 
were in a great measure frustrated by the conduct and 
circumspection of the Prussian commanders. After iln: 
rear of the army had passed the defiles of Krenau, geiicial 
Lasci, whit was posted at Gibau with a large body of An^- 
trial! troops, occupied the vilhige of Krenau with a di'* 
tachment of grenadiers, who were soon dislodged ; 
the Prussia j pursued their iiUrcli by Zwittau to Leiitn- 
myssel, ;iybere they seized a maijazine of meal and for.ig' * 
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In lilt' iiK'an linio, fjciuTal dc Itatz^w* who (‘oiuluottrl the 
|irovisioiis and artiliery^fouiid the hills of Hollitz pos- 
sessed by the enemy, who cannouatled him as he advanced ; 
but maresehal Keith coming np ordered him to be at- 
tacked in the rear,%id they fled into a wood with precipi- 
lalion, with the loss of six officers and iBrce hundred men, 
who were taken prisoners. While the maresehal was thus 
employed, the king proceeded from Leutomyssel to Ku- 
iiiugsgratz, where general Buccow, who had got the start 
of him, was posted with seven thousand men behind the 
I'^lbc, and in the intrenchments which they had thrown 
np all around the city. 'Yhv Prussian troojis as they arrived 
passed over the little river Adler, and as the enemy had 
broken down the bridges over the Elbe, ihe king ordered 
llicui to he repaired with all expedition, being determined 
(o attack the Austrian intrenchments; hut general Buc- 
eow did not wait for his approach. Flc abandoned his in- 
trcnchmeiits, and retired with his troops to Ciumetz; so 
that the king took possession of l|^e most important post 
of Koniugsgratz without further up{H)sition. An Austrian 
corps having taken post between him and llullitz, in ordei 
to olistrunt the march of the artillery, b'j^lvanced against 
them in person, and luring driven tbem^m the place, 
all his cannon, military stores, provision, with fifteen hun- 
dred sick and wounded men, arrived in safety at Kouings- 
gratz, where the whole army encamped. His intention 
was to transfer the seat of war from Moravia to Bohemia, 
where he should be able to maintain a more eas|^ com 
uiunicatlun with his own ^lominions ; but a more powerful 
motive soon obliged him to change his resolution. * 

PROGRESS OF THE RUSSIAf^S. 

After tlie Russian troops under Apraxin had retreated 
Irom Pomerania in the course of the preceding year, and 
^hc czarina seemed ready to change her system, the courti 
*d Vienna and Versailles lull, by dintof suhsidii^s, promises, 
Vresents, and inlrigncs, iktached her, in all apncarance, 
iijo’-e firmly than ever *to the coufcJtriiL'Y, and even in 
. y ;> 
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duced her to aupnif'i^t the number of troops destined to 
act against the Prussiuu monarch. She not only signed 
her accession in form to the (juadruplc alliance with the 
empress-queen and the kings of France and Sweden ; bat, 
m order to manifest her zeal to that common cause, she 
disgraced her chancellor, count Bestnehef, who was sup- 
posed averse to the war; she divided her forces into se- 
parate bodies, under the command of the gerrerals Fermer 
and Browne, and ordered them to put their troops in mo- 
tion in the middle of winter. Fermer accordingly began 
his march Id the beginning of January, and on the twenty- 
second his light troops took possession of Kouingsberg, 
the capital of Prussia, without opposition : for the king’s 
forces had quitted that country, in order to prosecute the 
war in the western parts of Pomerania. They did not, 
however, maintain themselves ra this part of the country ; 
but, after having ravaged some districts, returned to the 
main body, which halted on the Vistula, tr) the no small 
disturbance of the city of Dantzick. The resident of the 
czarina actually dcmdiided that the magistrates should 
receive a Russian garrisorn a demand which they not orriy 
peremptorily refused, but ordered all the citizens to arms, 
and took eveiy o<ier method to R^ovidc fur their defence. 

' At length, after some negotiation with general Fermer, 
the affair was compromised: he desisted from the demand, 
and part of his troops passed the Vistula, seemingly to in- 
vade Pomerania, in the eastern part of wliicli count Dohiui 
nad assembled an army of Prussians to oppose their pro- 
gress./i^ut after they had pillaged the open countiy, they 
rejo^ed their main body; and*^generai Fermer, turning 
to the left, advanced to Silesia, in order to co-operate 
with the other Russian army comdianded by Browne, who 
bad taken bis' route through Poland, and already passed 
the Posna. By the first of July, both bodies had reached 
the frontiers of Silesia, and some of their cossacks, pene* 
trating into that province, had committed dreadful ravages, 
and overwhelmed the inhabi(ants with consternation* 
Count Dohfia, with the Prussjan army under his com- 
mand, bad attended their motions, and even passed tli^ 
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Oder at Frankfort, as if he had i^ilfnded to give them 
hallle; hut he was t jo much inferior in number to hazard 
vsuch a step, which bceahie an object of his sovereign s 
own personal attention. Marcschal Daun had followed 
the king into Rohejiiia, and, on the twenty-second day of 
July, encamped on the hills of Libischau, a situation 
almost inaccessible, where he resolved to remain, and 
watch the motions of the Prussian monarch, until some 
opportunity should offer of acting to advantage. Nature 
seems to have expressly formed this commander with ta- 
lents to penetrate the designs, embarrass the genius, and 
check the impetuosity of the Prussian monarch, lie was 
justly compared to Fabius Maximus, distinguishexl by the 
epithet of Cunctator. lie possessed all the vigilance, cau- 
tion, and sagacity of that celebrated Roman. Like him, 
he hovered on the skirts-aof the enemy, harassing their 
parties, accustoming the soldiers to strict discipline, hard 
service, arid the face of a formidable foe, and watching 
for opportunities, which be knew how to seize with equal 
courage and celerity. 

THE PRUSSIANS DEFEAT THE RUSSIANS. 

The king of Prussia, being induced l^f^ concurrence 
of motives to stop the progress of the Russians in Silesia, 
niade his dispositions for retreating from Bohemia, and on 
the twenty-fifth day of July quitted the camp at Konings- 
^ratz. He was attended in his march by three thousand 
Austrian light troops, who did not fail to iiicomti^e his 
rear; but, notwithstandhig these impediments, he passed 
the Mittau, proceeded on his route, and on the nintn day 

August arrived at Lahdshut. From th^ce he hastened 
with a detachment towards Frankfort oiNthe Oder, and 
joined the army commanded by lieutenant-general Dohna 
at Gorgas. Then the whole army passed the Oder by a 
bridge thrown over at Gatavise, and having rested one 
advanced to Dertmit^el, where he encamped. The 
Russians under general Former, were postetfton the other 
side of the little river Mitzel, their right extciKjjug to the 
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\ ilLice (>1 Zicker, aAidrlheir left to (2«i’r(cl»«‘in. The kln^ 
Being detci mined to hazard a BaJ tie, pjissed the Mit/el on 
the t\vent 3 r-rii'th in the morning', and turning the Hunk of 
tlie enemy, drew uj) his army in order of battle in tlic 
idaiii between the little river and Ihrf town of Zonidorf, 
The Russians, by whom be was outnumbered, did noi 
deeline the dispute ; but as the ground did not pernni 
them to extend themselves, they appeared in four Bins, 
forming a front on every side, defended by cannon and a 
ehevaux-de-frise, their right flank covered by the \illagi 
of Zwicker, After a warm cannonade, the Frussiaii ui 
fan try were ordered fo attack the village, and a Ijody of 
grenadiers advanced to the assault *, but this brigade un 
expectedly giving way, occasioned a eonsiderable openio; 
in the line, and left the whole left flank of the infant i) 
uncovered. Before the enemy (^uld lake advantage of tlii!- 
incident, the intenal was filled up by the cavalry under 
the eoinmand of general Seydlitz ; and the king, with lii'< 
usual presence of mind, substituted another choice hotly 
oCrtroops to carry on the attack. Tliis began about noon, 
and continued for some time, during whicb both sidt^ 
fought with e(|ual courage and perseverance: at length 
general Seydljt'-^ha' ing routed l!ie Russian cavalry, hH 
*upon the flank of the infantry with great fury, which 
being also dreadfully annoyed by the I’russian artillery, 
tliey abandoned the village, together with their military 
chest, and great part of their baggage. N(»twithstandiiig 
this loss, which had greatly disordered their right m%t 
they (^ntiuucd to stand their ground, and terrible havoc 
was iiiade among them, not only with the sword and 
Iwyonet, but also by the cannon, ^wliicb were loiuleil with 
grape shot, an/* king excellently served, dirl great cxecu 
tioii. Towards evening the confusion among them increased 
to such a degree, I hat in all probability they would ha'i 
been entirely nnited, had they not bceti favoured l)y ih'* 
approaching darkness, as well as by a particular operaiin’i 
which was ve/’y gallantly perfoAned. One of the Russia** 
g<aieiaJs perceiving Ibe fortune fht* day turned agai'i''l 
I hem, raftied a sileel body of trodjh, and made a vifjoiooi* 
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impression on the right wing of the Rjussians. This effort 
diverted their attention so strongly to that quarter, that 
the right of the KussiansH‘njoyed a respite, during wlii<-h 
tiiey retired in tolerable order, and occupied a new post 
oil the right, wher^tlie rest of their forces were the more 
easily assembled. In this battle they are said to have lost 
uliove fifteen thousand men, thirty-seven colours, five 
standards, twelve mortars, the greater part of their bag- 
gage, and above one hundred pieces of cannon. Among 
the prisoners that fell into the hands of the victor, were 
several general officers, and a good number lost their lives 
on the field of battle. The victory, cost the king above 
two thousand men, including some officers of distinction, 
jiarticnlarly two aides-du-camp, who attended his own 
person, which he exposed without scruple to all the penis 
of the day. It would h.'\ve redounded still more to his 
glory, had he put a stop to the carnage ; for, after all re- 
sistance was at an end, the wretched Russians were hewn 
down without mercy. It must be owned, indeed, that the 
l^russiaii soldiers were, in a pceulkr manner, exasperated 
against this enemy, because they had laid waste the eoun- 
tO» burned the villages, ruined the peasants, and cuni- 
niitted many horrid acts of barbarity, ^ijMch the practice 
of war could not authorize. [-Sc^ note ujNi the end njh 
this f oL] The Prussian army passed the night under arms, 
and next morning the cannonade was renewed against the 
enemy, who, nevertheless, maintained that position, with- 
out flinching. On the twenty-seventh, they seemed de- 
termined to hazard another action, and even attl^*k the 
eonquerors: instead of advancing, however, they took the 
route of Landsherg; but afterwards turned off towards 
Vietzel, and posted thmselvcs between the rivtrs Warta 
and that village. Immediately after th^attle, general 
Permer,'® who liad received a slight wound in the action, 
Sf nt a trumpet with a letter to licutepant-gcncral Dohna, 
desiring a suspension of arms for two or three days to 
^^ury the dead, and take pre of the wounded i and pre- 
fitJUting to his Prussian majesty the humlftj request of 
{;«‘nrral Rrowne, who w^ilmuch weakened witj^ the loss 
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of blood, tliat be mr^tjt have a passport, Iw virtue of whiih 
he could be removed to a jdaee nhirc be should hud sue)) 
accommodation as his situation required. In answer to 
this message, count Dobiia gave the Russian genera) to 
understand, that as bis Prussian majesty remained master 
of the field, he vijould give the necessaiy orders for inter- 
ring the dead, and taking care of the wounded on both 
sides: he refused a suspension of arms, but granted tlie 
request of general Browne; and concluded bis letter by 
complaining of the outrages which the Russian troops stili 
continued to commit, in pillaging and burning tbe king's 
villages. 

Tlie king of Prussia had no sooner repulsed tbe enemy 
in one quarter, <hau his presence was required in another. 
When he quitted Bohemia, inareschal Daun, at the head 
of the Austrian army, and thif |iriuec de Deuxponts, who 
commanded the forces of the empire, advanced to tlie 
ICIbe, in order to surround tbe king’s brother prince Heiir), 
who, without immediate succour, would not have liei'ii 
al;lc to preserve his folSting in Saxony. The IVnssian mO' 
narch, therefore, determined to support him with all pos* 
sible expedition. In a few days after the battle, he binuii 
his march fiom.Mistrin with a reinfiTTccment of twent\- 
'.our battaliortf and great part ot his cavalry, and pursui d 
his route with such unwearied diligence, that by the tilth 
day of September he reached Torgau, and on the elevciitli 
joined his brother, Mareschal Daun had posted himself 
at Stol()en, to the eastward of the Elbe, in order to pre- 
serve afi easy communication with the army of the empire 
eucaipped in the neighbourhood of Koning.dcin, to favour 
the operations of general Laudohn, who had advanecd 
through the 1/jwer Lusatia to tfie frontiers of Brandeu 
burgh : to in^^Ke a diversion from the southern parts ot 
Silesia, where a body of Austrian troops acted under the 
command of the generals Haarache and Dc Villc ; and to 
interrupt the communication between [irince Henry and 
the capital of Saxony. On the fifth day of September, the 
garrison in tlfe strong fortress of^Koningstcin surrendernl 
tbemsulva^, prisoners of war, after'a vtMy feeble resistamfi 



Cu.XV. GKOHCiE II. 172>-.17tl0. 

to the prince Je Dcuxpouts, who fyr|J[)with took posses- 
sion of the strong Minp at Pirna. When the king ol 
Prijcsiu therefore arrived'at Dresden, he found the army 
i\i the cm))ire in this position, and inaresehal Daun in a 
still stronger situ^ion at Stolpen, with bridges of com- 
niiJiiieation thrown over the Elbe, so tjiat he eould not 
attuek them with any prospect of advantage. He had no 
!>thcr resolution to lake but that of endeavouring to cut 
them off from .supplies of pro\ision, and with this view he 
marched to Bautzen, which he occupied. This motion 
oljliincd the Austrian general to quit his camp at Stolpen, 
hut he cliose atiother of equal strength at Libau; yet he 
aiterwards advanced to Rittlitz, that he might be at hand 
to seize the first favourable occasion of exr\cuting the reso- 
lution he had formed to attack the Prussians. The king 
having detached general P<itzow on his left, to take pos- 
session of VVeissenberg, marched forwards with the body 
(jf his armv, and posted himself in the neighbourhood of 
Hochkircheti, after having dislodged the Austrians from 
tliat village. Matters were now brought to such a delicate 
crisis, that a battle seemed inevitable, and equally desired 
h;' Iwth parties, as an event that would determine wbe- 
ther the Austrians shoujd be obliged to .'Jjreat for winter- 
quarters into Bohemia, or be enabled t^aintaiu tbei^ 
i;rouiid in Saxony. In this situation mareschal Dauu re- 
.sulved to act offensively; and formed a scheme for attack- 
ing the right flank of the Prussians by surprise. This 
uKjHsure was suggested to him by an oversight of the 
Prussians, who had neglected to occupy the beiges that 
commanded the village Df Hochkirchen, which was^only 
guarded by a few free companies. He determined to take 
Ihe advantage of a vefy dark night, lo cniploy the 
flower of his whole army on this important service, well 
i'Oowing, that should they penetrate through the flank of 
^he enemy, the whole Prussian army would be disconcerted, 
and in all probability entirely ruined. Having taken his 
nmasures with wonderful 'jecrecy and circumspection, the 
li'oops began to move in the night between fte thirteenth 
*^nd fourtaenth of October, favoured by a thick, jpg, which 
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greatly increased t^e^darkncss of the night. Their first 
care was to take possession of, the ’hill that coininanded 
Hochkirchen, from whence they poured down' upon the 
village, of which they took possession, alter having cut iu 
pieces the free companies posted therl*. The action began 
in this (juarter about four iu the morning, and continued 
several hours with great fury, for, notwithstanding tlie im- 
petuous etforts of the Austrian troops, and the confusion 
occasioned among the Prussians by the surprise, a vigorous 
stand was made by some general officers, who, with aJ. 
mirahle expedition and presence of mind, assembled and 
arranged tlic troops as they could take to their arms, and 
led them up to the attack without distinction of regi- 
ment, place, oi' precedence. While the action was obsti- 
nately and desperately maintained in this place, amidst all 
the horrors of darkness, carnage, and confusion, the king 
being alarmed, exerted all his personal activity, address, 
and recollection, in drawing regularity from disorder, ar- 
ranging the different (^»rps, altering positions, reinforcing 
wtak posts, encouraging the soldiery, atid opposing the 
efforts of the enemy ; for although they made their chief 
impresvsion npoiithe right, by the village of Hochkirchen, 
ijjnareschal Dy’^Tin order to divide the attention of the 
king, made another attack upon the left, which was with 
difficulty sustained, and effectually prevented him from 
sending reinforcements to the right, where mareschal 
Keith, under the greatest disadvantages, bore the brunt 
of thyjnemy’s chief endeavours. Thus the battle raged 
till nine in the morning, when this gallant officer was shot 
through the heart. Prince Francis of Brunswick had met 
with the same fate ; prince Maurioft of Anhalt was wounded 
and taken prj^’.'mer, and many others were either slain or 
disabled. As the right wing had been surprised, the tents 
continued standing, and greatly embarrassed them in their 
defence. The soldiers had never beetj pr0})erly drawn up 
in order j the enemy still persevered in their attack 
successive rtiMorcements antFredoubled resolution; and 
a considerabli^ughter wasmidlg by their artillery, ^vhich 
they bailVot^t up to the heights of Hochkirchen- 
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liit'rsc circumstances concurring, could not fail to increase 
the confusion and disaster of Prussians ; so that 
almut ten the knig was obliged to rctii’c to Dobreschutz, 
with the loss of seven thousand men, of all his tents, and 
part of his Nor had the Austrian general much 

cause to Iwast of Ins victory, ills loss of men was pretty 
nearly equal to that of the Prussian' monarch: and, 
whatever reputation he might have Required in foiling 
that enterprising prince, certainly his design did not take 
effect ill its full extent, for the Prussians \Yere next day 
111 a condition to hazard another engagement. The king 
of Prussia had sustained no damage which he could not 
easily repair, except the death of marescha! Keith, which 
was doubtless an irreparable niisforturie, [-SVe note H, 

(it the end of this f'ol.] 

His Prussian majesty reijiaincd with his army ten days 
at Dobreschutz, during which he endeavoured to bring 
the Austrians to a scixnid engag^'ment; but count Daun 
declined the invitation, and kept his forces advantageously 
posted on eminences {ilantcd Yvitji artillery. His aim 
having been frustrated at Hochkirchen, where he fougfit 
vyiih many advantitges on his side, he would not hazard 
another battle upon equal terms, with such an enterprising 
enemy, rendered more Vigilant by the cwlKk he had re-^ 
wived, already reinforced from the army of prince Henry, 
and eager for an opportunity to retrieve the laurel which 
had l)ceu snatched from him by the wiles of stratagem, 
f&ther than by the hand of valour, ('ount Daun, having 
nothing more to hope from the active operationsHof his 
own army, contented hiiysclf with amusing the Prussian 
nionarchin Lusatia, while the Austrian generals, Har&che 
)Qd De Ville, should proiecute the reduction of Neiss and 
tinsel, in Silesia, which they now actualljHjiivested. As 
the Prussian mouarch could not spare detachments to 
nppose every different corps of his enemies that acted 
^‘Sidnst him in different parts of his doAiinions, he resolved 
to make up in activity what he wanted in number, and, 

possible, to raise the siege of Neiss in paiisou. With 
this view he decamped fretn Dobreschutz. a^d, in sight 

Voi,. V. • Z ' ^ 
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!>t the enemy* to Gorlitz willioiit tlu* lensl in, 

terrupiioii. From ttlence he froceedecl towards SilcMn 
with his usual expedition^ notwithstanding all the endea- 
vours and activity of general Laudohn, who harassed the 
rear of the Prussians, and gained st^rae petty advantages 
over them. Count Daun not only sent this detaebcNi 
corps to retard them in their march ; but, at the same 
time, by another route, detached a strong reinforceinciit 
fo the army of the besiegers. In the mean time, haviii» 
received iiiteliigenee that the aimy of prince llciiry lu 
Saxony was considerably weakened, he himself marched 
thither, in hojH'S of expelling the prince from that conntn^ 
and reducing the capital in the king’s absence. Indeol, 
his designs were still more extensive, for he proposed to 
reduce Dresden, Leipsic, andTorgati at the satne titnr, 
the first with the main body ynder his own direction, the 
second by the army of the empire undt.T th(t prince tl(' 
Dctixponls, and the third by a corps uridir general Had 
<liek, wlide the forces directed by Laudohn should r\- 
chide the king from Lusatia. In execution of tliis pliiii 
he marched directly to the Elbe, which be passed at Pima, 
and advanced to Dresden, which 'he hoped wmdd surrender 
withontputtiijgjltim to the trouble of a formal siege. Tlr 
army of prin^I^enry had already retired to the westward 
of tiiis capital before the prince de Deuxponts, who had 
found means to cut off bis communication with Leipsir, 
and even invested that city. During these transactinn^ 
i'ciieral llatldiek advanced against Torgau. 

SUBURBS OF DRESDEN BURNT. 

Thk field rparcschal count Daun appearing on the 
sixth day olii^^Joveniber within sight of Dresden, at 
bead of sixty thousand men, encamped next day atLocko* 
witz, and on the ejghth bis advanced troops attacked the 
Prussian hussars and iude|)cndent battalions, which wore 
posted at Striessen and Gruenpwiese. Count SchmettaWj 
who eommtfrided the garrison, amounting to ten thousand 
men, agjjrehensive that, in th^ pourse of skirmishing, 
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Austrian troop^i niigiit enter tbe siAu?’l)S j)ell*mell, posted 
eoluiiel ItzeoplitZ) with siy^en hundred uit‘u,iii the redoubU 
that surrounded the suburbs, (hat in case cf emergency 
they might sup})ort the irregulars: at the satne time, as 
the houses that colRtitutcd the suburbs were generally so 
high as to overlook the rainjurts, and cbinmand the city, 
he prepared combustibles, and gave notice to the magis- 
trates that they would be set on tire as soon as an Austrian 
should appear within the place. This must have been 
a dreadful declaration to the inhabitants of these suburl>s, 
which compose one of the most elegant towns in Europe. 
In these houses, which were generally lofty and magui- 
(icent, tbe fashionable and wealthy class of peu))ie resided, 
and here a number of artists carried on a \ ariet y of curious 
manufactures. In vain tbe magistrates implored the 
UKTcy and forbearance of ftn* Prussian governor, and re- 
presented, in tiic mo'll submissive strain, that as they 
were uncoTicerned in the war, they hoped they should be 
exempted from t!ie Innrors of .dentation. In vain the 
royal family, who remained at Dresden, conjured him\o 
spare that last refuge of distressed royalty, and allow 
them at least a secure residence, since they were deprived 
of every other w)mfort. • He continued iufit* .’ble, or rathe% 
determined to execute the onlers of his master, which in- 
deed he could not disobey with any regard to bis own 
safely, On the ninth day of November, about noon, tbe 
Austrian vanguard attacked the advanced post of the gar- 
rison, repelled the hussars, drove the iudependeM bat- 
talions into the suburbs, ^nd forced three of the redoubts, 
*hile their cannon played upon the town. The governor, 
oxpeeling a vigorous attack next day, recalled his troops 
'''ithiu the city, after they had set fire% the suburbs. 
At three in the morning the signal was raaiuS for this ter- 
rihle conflagration, which in a little time reduced to ashes 
tkc lieautiful suburbs of Pima, which* had so lately flou- 
rished as the seat of gayety, pleasure, and the ingenious 
arts. Evety bosom wanned with hciievolt^cc must be 
affected at the recital of luch calamities. It excites not 
our compassion for^thc unhappy sufffcrersj*1)ut also 
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uur rescTituient aguiifettbc perpetrators of such enormity. 
Next day mareschal Daun sent 911 t)lticer to count Sciimet- 
tau, with a message, expressing his surprise at the de- 
struction of the suburbs in a royal residence, an act of 
inhumanity unheard of among Christians, ffu desired to 
know if it was by the govenmr’s order this measure was 
taken; and assured him, that lie should he responsible, in 
liis person, for whatever outrages had been or might Ik 
committed against a place in which a royal family resided. 
Schnicttau gave him to nndei stand, tliat he had ordeii 
to defend the town to the last extremity, and that tlir 
preservation of wliat remained depended entirely on ihc 
conduct of his excellency; for, should he think |iro|>er 
to attack the |Aaee, he (the governor) would defend him- 
self from house to house, and from street to street, ami 
even tnakc his last cff<»rt in tfie royal palace, rather than 
abandon the city. He excused the destruction ufllu- 
suburbs as a necessary measure, authorized by the prai'- 
lice of war; hut he ^ould have found it a dilBcuU task 
t(f reconcile this step to the laws of eternal justice, and l’>u' 
less to the dictates of common humanity. Indeed, if du' 
scene had happened in an enemy’s country, or if no other 
^htep could li{jij^sa>cd the lives 'and liberlies of himself 
aud his garrison, such a desperate remedy might ha\e 
stood excused by the law of nature and of nations; but 
on this occasion be occupied a neutral city, over whii li 
he could exercise no other power and authority hut that 
which derived from illegal force and violence; nor 
was he at all reduced to the necessity of sacrificing the 
place to his own safety, inasmuch as he might have retired 
unmolested, by virtue of an buuoiifahle capitulation, which 
however he iy} not demand. Whether the peremptory 
order of a sSjierior will, tn foro conscimUff, justify an 
officer who hath committed an illegal or inhuman action, 
is a question that ab English reader will scarce leave to 
the determination of a German casuist with one hundml 
and fifty thogrjand armed men In his retinue. , Be this as 
it will, Mr. Ponickau, the Saxon minister, immedialciy 
after thiA'agcdy was acted, without waiting for his mastci s 
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orders, presented a memorial to tlje diet of tlie empire, 
complaining^ of it as an aclion reserved for the history of 
the war which the king*of IVusbia had kindled in Ger- 
many, to Ije transmitted to future ages. He affirmed, 
that, in execution ef Schinettau’s orders, the soldiers had 
dispersed themselves in the streets the Pinia and 
Witehen suburbs, broke o|)cn the houses and shops, set 
fire to the combustibles, added fresh fuel, and then shut 
the doors ; that the violence of the flames was kept up by 
rf'd-hot balls fired into the houses, and along the streets; 
tliat the wretched inhabitants, who forsook their burning 
houses, wei'e slain by the fire of the cannon and small 
arms; that those who endeavoured to save their persons 
and effects were pushed down and destni^'ed by the bay- 
onets of the Prussian soldiei-s posted in the streets for that 
purpose : he enumerated ;«irticu!ar instanees of inhuman 
barbarity, and declared that a great number of people 
perished, either amidst the flames, or under the ruins of the 
houses. The destructi<in of two hutidred and fifty elegail 
houses, and the total ruin of tlie ifftiahitants, were circu^n 
stances in themselves so dejdorable, as to need no aggrava 
tion ; but the account of the Saxon minister was shamefull) 
exaggerated, and all the particular in. f prices of cruelty 
false in cveiy circumstaiicei Baron Plotho, the ministft 
of Brandenburgh, did not fail to answer every article of 
the Saxon memorial, and refute the particulars therein 
alleged, in a fair detail, authenticated by certificates under 
the hands of the magistrates, judges, and principal inha- 
hitants of Dresden, The most extraordinary pail-of this 
defence or vindication ^as the conclusion, in v hich the 
baron solemnly assured the diet, that the king of Prussia, 
from his great love to ’mankind, alwayjJelt the greatest 
^motion of soul, and the most exquisite^ncern, at the 
effusion of blood, the devastation of cities and countries, 
audthe horrors of war, by which so many thousand fellow- 
creatures were overwhelmed; and that if his sincere and 
bonest inclination to proaure peace t« Germany, his dear 
country, Ifad met with the least regard, the present war, 
attended with such hlosdsbud and desolation, ^uld have 
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b'.'cM preveiited aiidWidecl. lie, tlieri'fore, det-lared lliat 
those wlio excittd the present Vi'ou'iiles, who, instead of 
extms^uivhinij, threw oil upon the flames, must answer ht 
Cod Ibr the seas of blood that had been, and would be shed, 
for the devasUitioit of so many eounllies, and the entire 
ruin of so numy hiiioeent individtmls. Such deel.iratioiis 
eostnolhins; to those hardened politician';, who, feeling no 
internal cheek, are determined to sacrifice every cunsal''- 
ration to the motives of rapacity and amhition. It would 
be happy, however, for mankiod, were princes taught to 
believe, that there is really an omnipotent and all-jiidgint; 
power, that will exact a severe account of their conducl, 
and punish them for their guilt, without any respect tt. 
tiieir pers(tns; tKat pillagitig a whole people is more cnu l 
than robhing a single person; and that the massacre ut 
thousands is, at least, as crimifial as a private murder. 

THE PRUSSIANS RAISE THE SIEGE OF NEISS, 
AND REUEVE DRESDEN. 

( 

WiitLE count Daun was employed in making a fruitless 
attempt upon the capital of Sa&ony, the king of Prus^a 
proceeded in l^march to Neiss,* which was completely 
mvested on the third day of October. The operations uf 
the siege were carried on with great vigour by the Austrian 
general, De Harsche and the place was as vigorously de- 
fended by the Prussian governor, Tbeskau, till the first 
day of !J>)vember, when the Prussian monarch approacbedi 
and oBilgcd the besiegers to atodon their enterprise. 
M. do Harsche having raised the siege, the king detached 
general Fouquet with a body of froops across the river 
NcisSf and imi^Jiately the blockade of Cosel was Hkewi.se 
abandoned. Df Harsche retired to Bohemia, and De Villc 
hovered about Jagernsdorf. The fortress of Neiss was no 
sooner relieved, thaif the king of Prussia began bis march 
on his return to Saxony, where bis immediate presence 
was required. the same time* the two budie^, under the 
generals Dohna and Wedel penetrated by different routes 
into tha1%}untry. The former hhd been left at Custriih 



(.KOKGE II. irC7~17(;t». 2bD 

to ^vatclt th(‘ mot ions of (he RusaiaHs, wlio had liy this 
tiiiif reireatod to llifi Vi&i:nla, d e\t*n crossed lliat rive 
at Thorn, and the other had, uriiig’ the campaign, ob- 
served the Swedes, who had now entirely evacuated the 
IVussi.in territories, so that W lei was at liberty to co- 
operate with the king; in Saxon; . lie actordingly inarclied 
to Tor|.;au, the siege of whic had been undertaken by 
the Austrian general, Haddick, who was repulsed by Wedel, 
and even pursued to the neighbourhood of Eulenbourg. 
W'edel, king afterwards joined by Dohna, drove him from 
thence with considerable loss, and then raised the siege 
(‘f Leipsic. Meanwhile, the king ])roseeuted his march 
towards the capital (»f Saxony, driving before him the body 
of Austrian troops, under Laudohn, whol’etreated to Zit- 
lau. On the tenth day of Novemkr count Daun retired 
fiom Dresden, and with the army of the empire fell hack 
towards Bohemia; and on the twentieth the king arrived 
in that city, where he approved of the governor’s conduct. 
The Russian general foreseeing tl|tt he should not be able 
to maintain his ground during the winter in PomeraiYia, 
unless he could secure some sea>port on the Baltic, by 
which be might be supplied with provisions, detached 
general Palmbach, with fifteen thousahu men, to besieggi 
the town of Colberg, an inconsiderable place, veiy meanly 
fortified. It was accordingly invested on the third day of 
Detober; but the besiegers were either so ill provided 
with proper implements, or so little acquainted with ope- 
rations of this nature, that the garrison, tbougVl feeUe, 
maintained the place against all their attacks for ^t-and- 
twenty days; at the eap*iration of which they aWidoned 
iikeir enterprise, and crpelly* ravaged the o[)en country in 
their retreat. Thus, by the activity a'^valour of the 
Prussian monarch, his generals and officers, mx sieges were 
raised almost at the same period, namely, those of Colberg, 
^eiss, Cosel, Tnrgau, Leipsic, and Dresden, 

INH^ITANTS OI^SAXONV OPPRESSED. 

The variety of fortune which the king of PifiSbia cx|)e* 
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riciiced in the cou^e^f this campaign was very remark- 
able ; but the spirit of his euniliict>, ami the raplditv of 
his motions, were altogether without example. In the 
former campaign we were dazzled with the lustre of his 
I'ictories; in this we admire his fortitude and skill iti 
stemming the di|jferent torrents of adversity, and rising 
superior to his evil fortune. One can hardly without asto- 
nishment recollect, that in the course of a few months 
he invaded Moravia, invested Olmutz, and was obliged to 
relinquish that design , that he marched through an ene- 
my’s country', in the face of a great army, which, though it 
harassed him in his retreat, could not, in a route of an 
hundred miles, obtain any advantage over him; that in 
spile of his disaster at Olmulz, and the difficulties of such 
a march, he penetrated into Bohemia, drove the enemy 
from Koningsgratz, executed *Another dangerous and fa- 
tiguing march to the Oder, defeated a great army of 
Russians, and returned by the way of Saxony, from whence 
he drove the Austrian and imjverial armies ; that after liis 
def'Jat at Hochkirchen,Vhere he lost two of his best gene- 
rals, and was obliged to leave his tents standing, he baffled 
the vigilance and superior number of the victorious arn>y, 
rushed like a ^^Iwind to the relief of Silesia, invaded 
an Austrian arnjy, which he compelled to retire with 
precipitation from that province ; that, with the same 
rapidity of motion, he Wheeled about to Saxony, and once 
more rescued it from the hands of his adversaries ; that iu 
one campaign he made twice the circuit of his dominions, 
relieve/them all in their turns, and kept ail his possessions 
entire against the united efforts oV numerous armies, con- 
ducted by generals of consummate skill and undaunted 
resolution. Hij;;>character would' have been still more 
complete, if hi^oderation had l)cen equal to his courage ; 
but in this particular we cannot applaud his conduct. 
Incensed by the persecuting spirit of his enemies, he 
wreaked his vengeance on those who bad done him rio 
injury; and cruelties which the Russians had com- 
mitted in his £}miniuns were retaliated upon the unfortu- 
nate inbaijtants of Saxony. In theiatter end of September, 
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the president of the Prussian niilitai^d’rectoi^ sent a letter 
to the magistrates of Leipsie, requiring them, in the 
kings name, to pay a nlvi contribution of six hundred 
thousand crowns, and to begin immediately with the 
payment of one-tl#rd part, on pain of military execution. 
Ill answer to this demand, the tnagi.stj;ate^ represented 
that the city having been exhausted by the enormous con- 
tributions already raised,- was absolutely incapable of fur- 
iiLshing further supplies; that the trade was stagnated 
and mined, and the inhabitants so impoverished, that 
tlK‘y could no longer pay the ordinary taxes. This re- 
monstrance made no impression. At five in the morning 
the Prussian soldiers assembled, and were posted in all 
the streets, .squares, market-places, cpi\jeteries, towers, 
and steeples; then the gates being shut, in order to 
exclude the populace of the suburbs from the city, ♦he 
Senators were brought into the town -hall, and accosted by 
general Hauss, who told them, the king his master would 
have money; and, if they refused to part with it, the city 
should be plundered, 'lo this i^remptory address tljey 
replied to this effect “ We have no more money,— we 
have nothing left hut life ; and we recommend ourselves 
to the king’s mercy,*' lii consequence of this declaration, 
dispositions were made for giving up the city to be pluiH 
dered. Cannon were planted in all the streets, the inba- 
bitams were ordered to remain within doors, and e\ery 
bouse resounded with dismal cries and lamentations. The 
dreaded pillage, however, was converted into a regular 
exaction. A party of soldiers, commanded by a suVitern, 
>''ent from house to h(Aise, signifying to every burgher, 
that he should produce all his specie, on pain of imme 
tfuite pillage and massatre; and every iuhahitant delivered 
»P his all without further hesitation, ^ut six in the 
wening, the soldiers returned to their quarters ; but the 
i>^gii,trates were detained in confinement, and all the 
‘ Itizens were overwhelmed with grief and consternation 
W^Ppy Britain, who kwwest such gric^nces only by 
Jftiport ! When the king of Prussia first e^ered Saxony, 
At the beginning ofthe^ar, he declared he had jno design 
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to make a coiKjiie^ ot that clfotorate, but only to kt‘t’» 
it as a dc})osiluin for the security of his own domiuious, 
until lic couUl oblige hts encmies^to awiuiescc in reasonable 
terms of peace ; but upon his last arrival at Dresden he 
ail<»ptcd a new resolution. In the l)eg^»»ningof December, 
the Prussian directory of war issued a decree to the depu- 
ties of the states*^ of the doctorate, deinandiitg a certam 
quantity of dour and forage, according to the convent ion 
formerly settled: at the same time signifying, that thuu"ii 
the king of Prussia bad hitherto treated the electorate 
a country taken under bis special protection, the face ol 
affairs was now changed in such a manner, that for llu' 
future he would consider it in no other light than that ul 
a conquered country. I'he Russians bad seized in Prussia 
all the estates and effects belonging to the king’s ulhecrs. 
a retaliation was now made U£un the effects of the Saxou 
officers, who served in the Russian army. Seals were put 
on all the cabinets containing papers belonging to the privj- 
cuuiiseilurs of his Polish majesty, and they thtMu.sehcs 
ordered to depart for ^Warsaw at a very short warning. 
Tfiough the city Imd been impoverished by former exac- 
tions, and very lately subjected to military execution, tlie 
king of Prussia denianded fresh contributions, and even 
I'.xtorted them ily dint of severities that shock humanity. 
He surrounded the exchange with soldiers, and conlining 
the merchants to straw beds and naked apartments, obliged 
them to draw bills for veiy large sums on their foreign 
correspondents: a method of proceeding much more suit' 
able ti^the despotism of a Persian sophi towards a con- 
quered people who professed a different faith, than re- 
concileable to the character of a proteslant prince towards 
a peaceable n^;»ii of brethren, with whom be was con- 
nected by th^'mmoD ties of neighlwurhood and Jtligion. 
Even if they had acted as declared enemies, and been 
subdued with arms in their hands, the excesses of war on 
the side of the conqueror ought to have ceased with the 
hostilities of the conquered, who^by submitting to his sway, 
would have b^ome his subjects, and in that capacity had 
a claim to bis protection. To rti^aliatef^upon the Saxony 
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wlio li:ul e-(p()iHr(l no »ju:im*R tho*bujb:irititJS (’onimittcd 
by the Russians, with whom he s\as aetnally at war; and 
to treat as a conquered ptovinee, a neutral comilry, whh'h 
Ills enemies had entered by violence, and been obliged to 
evacuate by force df amis, was a species of conduct founded 
on pretences which overturn ail rights and confound all 
reason. 

iniOGRESS OF THE SWEDES IN POMERANIA. 

Having recorded all the transactions of the cainjiaign, 
pxerpt those in which the Swedes were concerned, it now 
r^ nuiins that we should particularize the progress which 
was made in Pomerania hy the troops of that nation, under 
the command of count Hamilton. Wc have already oh- 
''Crved, that in the liegmAing of the year the Prussian 
general, Lehwald, had compelled them to evacuate the 
whole qirovince, except Stralsund, which was likewise in- 
vested. This, in all probability, would have been besieged 
in form, had nut Lehwald resigned the command of ^ihc 
I’russians, on account of his great age and infirmities, and 
his successor count Dolma been obliged to withdraw his 
troops, in order to ojipose the Russian arny on the othm' 
side of Pomerania, The blockade of Stralsund being com 
scquently raised, and that part of the country entirely 
evacuated liy the Prussians, the Swedish troops advanced 
again from the i&le of Rugen, to which they bad retired; 
hut the supplies and reinforcements they expect|’d from 
Stockholm were delayed in such a manner, cither irom a 
deficiency in the subsidies promised by France, or from 
Ihe management of those who were averse to the war, 
groat pmt of theskson was elapsel^fiofore they un- 
dertook any important enterprise. Indc'tlk, while they 
Gy encamped under the cannon of Stralsund, wailing fof 
these supplies, their operations wert> retarded by the ex- 
idosiou of a whole ship-load of gunpowder intended fur 
their use; an event imputed to the practic<|j of the Prus- 
sian party In Sweden, which at this period seemed to gain 
ami even throiitciicd a change in tho^fiiinisti’v. 
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At length the reiufifrccment arrive<l ahont the latter ciul 
of June, anil their general seenii*il determined to aet witli 
vigour. In the beginning of diK}, his army being pm in 
motion, he sent a detachment to dislodge the few l^russiaii 
troops that were left at Anchim, Etpmmin, and other 
f)laces, to guard tjiat frontier; and they retreated accord- 
ingly. Count Hamilton having nothing farther to oppose 
him in the field, in a very little time recovered all Swedish 
Pomerania, and even made hot incursions into the Prussiati 
territories. Meanwhile, a combined fleet of thirty-three 
Ruhsiau and seven Swedish ships of war appeared in the 
Baltic, and anchored between the isles of Dragoe and 
Aiuagh ; but they neither landed troops, nor committed 
hostilities. The^Swedish general advanced as far as Fehr- 
bellin, sent out parties that raised contributions withiti 
five and twenty miles of Berliuf and threw the iuhal)itunt!i 
of that capital into the utmost consternation. The king 
of Prussia, alarmed at their progress, despatched general 
Wedel from Dresden, with a body of troops that were 
augmented on their mafi'ch ; so that, on the twentieth of 
September, he found himself at Berlin with eleven thou- 
sand effective men, at the head of whom be proceeded 
against count Hamilton, while the prince of Bevern, with 
thousand, advanced on the other side from Stetio. 
At their approach, the Swedish commander retired, after 
having left a garrison of fourteen hundred men at Fehr* 
bellin, in order to retard the Prussians, and secure the 
retreat of bis army. The place was immediately attacked 
by gei|6al Wedel ; and though the Swedes disputed the 
ground from bouse to house with uneommon ohstiuacyi 
he at laat drove them out of the town, with the loss (d 
one half of tbeu^umber either kKled or taken prisoners. 
The body of^ Swedish army, without hazanding any 
other action, immediately evacuated the Prussian terri* 
tones, and returned to the neighbourhood of Stralsund, 
intending to take winter-quarters in the isle of Rugen. 
Count Hamilton, either disgu^.ed at the restrictions be 
bad been laitf’ under, or finding hiniself uiiuMe to 
in such I musner as might reddynd to the advantage of 
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Ins n pntation, threw up his comnj^iMt, retired from tlie 
•iiiuv, Aud resigned a'l his other employments. 

I’ilINCE CHARLES OF SAXONY ELECTED DUKE 
•OF COURLAND. 

Tnr king of fVussia wivs not only favoured by a eon- 
qiderable party iii Swukii, but he had also raised a strong 
interest in Poland, among sueh Palatines as had always 
opposed the measures of the reigning family. 7'hese were 
DOW reinforced by many patriots, who dreaded the vici, 
•lity, and suspected the designs of the Russian army, llie 
d»('L of the republic was opened on the second day of 
N(»veinber ; and, after warm debates, M. Walachowski was 
unanimously elected inareschal ; but no sooner had the 
chambers of nuncios begeti their deliberations, than a 
number of voices were raised against the encroachments 
of the Russian troops, who had taken up their residencij 
in Poland; and heavy complaints were made of the da- 
mages sustained from their cruelty and rapine. Graat 
paitis were taken to appease these clamours ; and many 
were prevailed upon to refer these grievances to the king 
in senate; but when this difficulty seemed almost sur- 
mounted, Padhorski, the nuncio of Volbinia, stood ujf 
and declared that he would not permit any other point to 
he discussed in the diet, while the Russians maintained 
the least footing within the territories of the republic. 
Vain were all the attempts of the courtiers to persuade 
and mollify tbii inflexible patriot, he solemnly prctested 
against their proceedingil, and hastily withdrew ; so that 
the mareichal was offiiged to dissolve the assembly, and 
recoane was had to a mHUumpito concert pro- 
per measures to be taken in the prescni^iyuncture. 
The king of Poland was, on this occasion, likewise disap- 
pointed in his views of providing for hiaaon, prince Charles, 
“n the dutchy of Courland. He had been recommended 
hy the court of Russia, and even approved 1^ the states of 
*hat cinmtiy; but two difficulties occurred. The states 
declared, they could noUpVoceed to a new elcctioj during 

Vot. V. A A * 
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the* life of their foftii^r duke, count Biroii, who was still 
alive, thou**!! a prisoner iu Siberia,' unless their dulchy 
should lie declared vacant by 1*06 king and republic of 
Polaud; and, according to the laws of that country, no 
prince could he elected, until he slnruld have declared 
himself of the Aiigsburgh confession. His Polish majesty, 
however, being determined to surmount all ohstacles to 
his son’s interest, ordered count Malachowski, high chan- 
cellor of Poland, to deliver to prince Charles a diploma, 
by whitdi the king granted permission to the states oi 
Courlaud to elect that prince for their duk<*, and appointed 
the day for his election and instalment ; which accordingly 
took place iu the month of January, notwithstanding the 
clamour of man^; Polish grandees, who persisted in affirm- 
ing that the king had no power to grant such permission 
without the consent of the diit. The vicissitudes of the 
campaign had produced no revolutions in the several 
systems adopted by the different powers in Europe. The 
czarina, who in the month of June had signified her sen- 
timents and designs ajjfiinst the king of Prussia, in a de- 
claration delivered to all the foreign ministers at Peters- 
burgh, seemed now, more than ever, determined to act 
vigorously in l^ehalf of the empress-queen of Hungary, 
fi'nd Hie unfortunate king of Poland, wIk) still resided at 
Warsaw. The court of Vienna distributed among the 
imperial ministers at the several courts of the empire 
copies of a rescript, explaining the conduct of her generah 
since t^ie beginning of the campaign, and concluded with 
exprefsions of self-approbation to this effect*. ** Though the 
issue of the campaign be not as 'yet entirely satisfacton', 
and such as might be desired, the imperial court enjoys, 
at least, the §i^:bere satisfactiurf of reflecting, that, ac- 
cording to change of circumstances, it instantly took 
the most vigorous resolutions ; that it was neyer deficient 
iu any thing that, might contribute to the good of the 
(‘ommon cause, and is now employed in making prepa* 
rations, fron^ which the mosk happy conseiiueuces ma)' 
lie expecU'd.** V 
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THE KING OF ENCLANlFS MEMOKl.-VL. 

Wk have already hiiitetl at a decree of the Aulic emineil 
of the empire, published in the month of Au;?ust, on- 
joining all directoJt of circles, all imperial towns, and the 
noblesse of the empire, to transmit tc^Vienna an exact 
list of all those who had disobeyed the avoeatoria of the 
empire, and adhered to the rebellion raised by the elector 
of Braiidenburgh ; that their revenues might he seejues- 
tered, and themselves punished in their honours, pi'rson.s, 
and effects. As the elector of Hanover was plainly pointed 
out, and, indeed, expressly mentioned in this decree, the 
king of Great Britain, by the hands of baron Gemniegen, 
his electoral minister, presented a memoval to the diet of 
the empire in th<’ mouth of November, enumerating tin* 
instances in which he exerted himself, and even ex])()sed 
his life, for the preservation and aggrandizement of the 
house of Austria. In return for these impoi’tant services, 
he observed, that the cmpress-qiieen had refused him 
the assistance stipulated in trcatlbs against an invashm 
pUniied by France, whose hatred he had drawn upon 
himself by his friendship to that'princess,; and his Impe- 
rial majesty even denied him the dictatorial letters which 
he solicited ; that the court of Vienna had signed a trea^ 
with the crown of France, in which it w as stipulated that 
the French troops should pass the Weser, and invade the 
electorate of Hanover, where they .were joined by the troops 
af the emfiress-queen, who ravaged his Britannic n^aj(*sty’8 
dominions with greater cruelty than even the Frendi had 
practised ; and the sam6 duke of Cumberland, who had 
been wounded at Dettiiigen in the defence of her impe- 
rial majesty, was obligiM to fight at H^enheck against 
fhe troops of that very princess, in defence^ his father’s 
dominions ; that she sent commissaries to Hanover, who 
shared with the crown of France the contributions ex- 
torted from that electorate: ivjecied all proposals of 
peace, and dismissed from her court tlj^ minister of 
bruuswick^Lunenbourg; that his imperial majesty, who 
‘i>iJ sworn to protect lhi?mpire, and oppose <h|j#r.ti ance 
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of forci^ troops distiqed to oppress any of the states uf 
Germany, afterwards required the 'king of England to 
withdraw his troops from the countries which they occu- 
pied, that the French army might agaiii have free passage 
into his German dominions : tiiat thf:' emperor had re- 
called these troops, released them from their allegiance 
to their sovereign, enjoined them to abandon their posts, 
their colours, and the service in which they were em- 
barked, on pain of being punished in body, huitour, and 
estate } and that the king uf England himself was threat- 
ened with the ban of the empire. He took notice, that, 
in quality uf elector, he had been accused of refusing to 
concur with the resolutions of the diet taken in the pre- 
ceding year, ofi/ entering into alliance with the king uf 
Prussia, joining his troops to the armies of that prince, 
employing auxiliaries belongii^ to the states of the em- 
pire, sending English forces into Germany, where they 
had taken possession of Einlxlen, and exacting contri- 
butions in different parts of Germany. In answer to these 
imputations, he alleged^that be could not, consistent with 
his own safety, or the dictates of common sense, euncur 
with a majority, in joining his troops, which were immc' 
diatcly necessary fur his own defence, to those which, from 
arbitrary views of the court of Vienna, were led against 
bis friend and ally, the king of Prussia, by a prince who 
did nut belong to the generality of the empire, and on 
whom the command had been conferred, without a pre- 
vious cqnclusum uf the Germanie body; that, with respect 
to bistalliauce with the king of Prussia, be had a righr, 
when deserted by his former allies, to seek assistance 
wheresoever it could be procured; and surely no just 
ground of compfShnt could be oficred against that which 
his Prussian i^jesty lent, to deliver the electoral states of 
Brunswick, as well as those of Brunswick-Wolienbuttel, 
Hesse, and Buckebourg, from the oppressions of their 
common enemy. Posterity, he said, would hardly believe, 
that at a tim^ when the troops bf Austria, the Palatinate, 
and Wirtemberg, were engigeiil to invade tilt countries 
of the <AVpire, other tnembers *Qf the Germanic body, 
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who employed auxiliaries in tln.'W (lefcncc, should be 
threatened with outlawrj^ and secjuestration. lie owned, 
that, in quality of king, he had sent over English troops 
to Gerniany, and taken possession of Embdcn ; steps for 
which he was acllbuntable to no power upon earth, al- 
though the constitutions of the enipifc permit the co- 
estates to make use of foreign troops, not indeed for the 
purpose of invasion or conquest in Germany, but for their 
defence and preservation. He also aeknowledgcxl tliat he 
had resented the conduct, and chastised the injustice, of 
those co-estates who had assisted his encinies, and helped 
to ravage his dominions; inferring, that if the crown of 
I'rance was free to pillage the estates of the duke of 
liriiihwick, anti the landgrave of HessL*-Casscl, because 
they had supplied the king uf England with auxiliaries; if 
the empress- queen hada'Vight to appropriate to herself 
half uf the coiitrihuiions raised by the French king in 
tliese countries ; surely tiis Britannic majesty had an equal 
tight to make those feel the bur(|jeu of the war who had 
favoured the unjust enterprises of his enemies. He ex- 
pressed his hope, that the diet, after having duly consi- 
dered these circumstances, would, by way of advice, pro- 
pose to his imperial majesty that he should annul his niog 
inconsistent mandates, and not only take effectual mea- 
sures to protect the electorate and its allies, but also give 
orders for commencing against the empress-queen, as 
archdutchess of Austria, the elector Palatine, and the 
duke of Wirtemberg, such proceedings as she waliited to 
enforce against his Britannic majesty, elector of Bruns- 
'vick-Lunenbourg. For this purpose the minister now re- 
quested their excellencies to ask immedisUely the necessary 
instructions for their p*rincipals. The rest of this long 
inetnorial contained a justification of his l^tannic ma- 
jesty’s conduct in deviating from the capitulation of Clos- 
tcr-Seveu ; with a refutation of the Arguments adduced, 
und a retortion of the reproaches levelled against the 
of England, in the ptfper or manifesto^omposed and 
published finder the direction of the French ministry, and 
•wtHulcd,’ A itarallef of the conduct of tbtf king of 
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France with that rti" Vhe kiiijjof England, relative to tin; 
breach of the capitulation of ('lustu*- Seven by the Ha- 
noverians,” But to this invective a more circumstantial 
answer was published ^ in which, among other curious par- 
ticulars, the- letter of expostulation, *iiaid to have heeu 
written by the Brussian monarch to the king of Great 
Britain after the defeat at Colin, is tri'ated as an infa- 
mous piece of forgery, produced by some venal pen em- 
ployed to impose upon the public. The author also, in 
his endeavours t) demonstrate his Britannic maje&t}’'i 
aversion to a continental war, very justly observes, that 
“ hone but such as are unacquainted with the maritime 
force of England can believe, that, without a diversion 
on the continent, to employ part of the enemy’s force, 
she is not in a condition to hope for success, and main- 
tain her superiority at sea. England, therefore, had no 
interest to foment quarrels or wars in Europe ; but, for 
the same reason, there was room to fear that France would 
embrace a different system: accordinglyi she took no pains 
to^:onceal her views, and her envoys declared publiclyt 
that a war upon the continent was inevitable; and that 
the king's dominions in Germany would be its principal 
object** He afterwards, in the course of his airmen- 
fluioni adds, ** That they must be very ignorant, indeed, 
who imagine that the forces of England are not able to 
resist those of Prance, unless the latter be hindered front 
turning all ber efforts to the sea. In case of a war upon 
the continent, the two powers must pay subsidies; only 
tvith this difference, that Frante can employ her own 
land-forces, and aspire at conquests." Surii were the 
professed sentiments of the British ministiy, founded upon 
eternal truth ^id demonstration, and openly avowed, 
when the bu^ness was to prove that it was not the in- 
terest of Great Britain to maintain a war upon the con* 
tineut; but, afterwards, when this continental war was 
eagerly espoused, fostered, and cherished by the blood and 
treasure of t/ie English natidn, then the partisans of 
that veiy ministry, which had tljus declared thit England, 
without^y diversion on the coiifincut of Europe, was an 
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overniatch for France by sea, wbiij)) 9nay be termed tlie 
British element; tb:n tlieir partisans, their champions, 
declaimers, and dependents, were taught to rise in rebel- 
lion against their former doctritje, and, in defiance ol 
common sense an4 reflection, affirm that a diversion ,n 
Germany was absolutely necessary to i\^ successful issue 
»)f England’s operations in Asia, Africa, and Amt'rica. 
Notwithstanding all the facts and arguments assembled 
in this elaborate memorial, to expose the ingratitude of 
the empress-queen, and demonstrate the oppressive mea- 
sures affi)pted by the imperial power, it remains to be 
proved, that the member of a community is not obliged 
to yield obedience to the resolutions taken, and the de- 
crees published, by the majority of th('*e who compose 
this community; especially when reinforced with the au- 
thority of the supreme nia|^istrate, and not repugnant to 
the fundamental constitution on which that community 
was established. 

DEATH OF POPE ^EDICT. 

If the empms-queen was not gratified to the extent 
of her wishes in the fortune of the eampaign, at least her 
^If-unportance was flattered in another point, which coulSt 
not fail of being intemting to a princess famed for a 
flowiDg zeal and iuvioiahle attachment to the religion of 
Ihnne« In the month of August the pope conferred upon 
licr the title of apostolical queen of Hungaiy, cinvi^ed 
by a brief, in which he extolled her piety, and launched 
out into retrospective edlogiums of her predecessors, the 
princes of Hungary, who had been always accustomed to 
^htand overcome for the catholic fait^ under his holy 
banner. This compliment, however, she di4 not derive 
the regard of Prosper Lambertini, who exercised 
tbe papal sway under the assumed name of Benedict XIV. 
That pontiff, universally esteemed for his good sense, mo- 
deration, and humanity, had breathed his \9si in the month 

April, in the eighty-foujth year of bis age ; and in July 
v/as succeeded in the papacy by cardinal Char]||!f liezzu- 
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n'u'O, bishop of Faring,, by birth a Venetian, lie was iop. 
inerly auditor of the Rota ; aflepw;trd8 promoted to the 
purple by pope Clement XU. it the nomination of the 
republic of Venice; was distinguished by the title ol 
St. Maria d’Ara Coeli, the principal avnvent of the Cor^ 
deliers, and nopiiuated protector of the Fandour«, or 
Illyrians. When he ascended the papal chair, he assumed 
the name of Clement Xill. in gratitude to the last of that 
name, who was his benefactor. Though of a disagreeable 
person, and even deformed in his body, he enjoyed good 
health, and a vigorous constitution. As an ecclesiastic, 
Ms life was exemplary; his morals were pure and unim- 
peached ; ill his character be is said to have been learned, 
diligent, steady,, devout, and, in every respect, worlhj to 
succeed such a predecessor as Benedict. 

<• 

KING OF PORTUGAL ASSASSINATED. 

The king of Spain wisely persisted in reaping the ad- 
vaiitages of a ncutralit}', notwithstanding the intrigues ol 
the French partisans at the court of Madrid, who emlea- 
voured to alarm bis jealousy by the conquests which the 
English had projected in America. The king of Sardinia 
Sagaciously kept aloof, resolving, in imitation of his lire- 
decessors, to maintain his |HJwer on a respectable footing, 
and be ready to seize all opportunitUs to extend and pni* 
mote the interest of his crown, and the advantage of hi^ 
country,. As for the king of Portugal, be had prudently 
embraced the same system of forbearance; but in the 
latter end of the season, his attention was engrossed by 
a domestic incident of a very extraordinary nature. 
Whether he ha^ by particular Instances of severity, ex- 
asperated tl)^ minds of certain individuals, and exercised 
his dominion in such acts of arbitrary power as excited a 
general spirit of disaffection among his nobility ; or, lastly, 
by the vigorous measures pursued against the encpoaeh- 
ing Jesuits in Paraguay, and their correspondents in Por- 
tugal, had incurred the resentment of that Sticiety, we 
shall no^jireUnd to determine;* fcrhaiis all these motives 
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Mtncurred in giving; birth to a consjpiricy ag^ainst his life, 
ivbich was actually executed at this juncture with the 
most desperate resolution! On the third day of September, 
the king, according to custom, going out in a carriage to 
take the air, acconpanied by one domestic, was, in the 
night, at a solitary place near Belem, i^tackcd by three 
men on horseback, armed with musquctooiis, one of whom 
fired his piece at the coachman without effect. Tl»e n«an, 
however, terrified both on his own account and that of his 
sovereign's, drove the mules at full speed ; a circumstance 
which, in some measure, disconcerted the other two con- 
spirators, who pursued him at full gallop, and ha\ing no 
Itisure to take aim, discharged their pieces at random 
through the back of the carriage. The |‘ugs with which 
tiicy were loaded happened to pass between the king’s 
right arm and his breast, dilaccrating the parts from the 
shoulder to the elbow, but without damaging the bone, or 
penetrating into the cavity of the body, Finding liimselt 
grievously wounded, and the blood flowing apace, he, with 
such presence of mind as cannot !)e sufficiently admined, 
instead of proceeding to the palace, which was at some 
distance, ordered the coachman to return to Juuqueria, 
where bis principal surgeon resided, and there his wounds 
were immediately dressed. By this resolution he not onlj- 
prevented the irreparable mischief that might have arisen 
from an-excessivc effusion of blood ; but, without all doubt, 
saved his life from the hands of other assassins, posted on 
the road to accomplish the regicide, in case he^sbould 
escape alive from the first attack. This instance of the 
king’s recollection was magnified into a miracle, on a 
supposition that it must have been the effect of divine 
inspiration} and, indeed, among a p9hple addicted to 
superstition, might well pass for afavourableJnter})osition 
of Providence. The king being thus disable in his right 
^rm, issued a decree, investing the queen with the absolute 
power of government. In the mean time, no person had 
accew to his presence bu^herself, the firsj^ minister, the 
cardinal ^ ^danha, the physicians, and surgeons. An 
omhaigo was immediatelj laid on lU the shipping in the 
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of Lislx)!!. upwards were publicly ollcral, toii^ctlui 
with the promise of p*ardon to the accomplices, for detect 
iiig any of the assassins ; ami mch other measures used, 
that ill a little time the whole conspiracy was discovered; 
a conspiracy the more dangerous, as^^lt appeared to have 
been formed by persons of the first quality and influence. 
The duke de Aveiro, of the family of Mascarenhas ; the 
niartpiis deTavora, who had been viceroy of Goa, and now 
actually enjoyed the commission of general of the liorse; 
the count dc Attougui, the marquis de Alloria, together 
with their wives, cliildren, and whole families, were ar- 
rested immediately after the assassination, as principals 
in the design; and many other accomplices, iucludiiig 
some Jesuits, were apprehended in the sequel. Tlic 
further proceedings on this mysterious affair, with t!ie 
fate of the conspirators, will Jie particularized among the 
transacrions of the following year. At present, it vmII 
be suflRcieiit to observe, that the king s wounds were iii- 
ttmded with no had consequences ; nor did the imprismi. 
m^Mil of those noblemta produce any disturbance in tli« 
kingdom. 

PROCEEDINGS OF THE FRENCH MINIS'l’IlV. 

The domestic occurrences of France were tissued wuh 
a continuation of the disputes between the parliaments 
and clergy, touching the bull Duigenitus. In vain ll»! 
king had interposed his authority ; first proposing an ac 
commiilation ; then commanding the parliament to k'f- 
bear taking cognizance of a religious conte.st, which di<l 
not fall under their jurisdiction; and, thirdly, banishin|t 
their p(*rs’oD.s, aqi’ abrogating their power. He afierwartlsj 
found it necessary to the peace of his dominions to rceid 
and reinst'^! those venerable patriots; and being 
vinced of the intolerable insolence and turbulent spirit oi 
the archbishop of Paris, had exiled that pndafe in his turn- 
He was no sooner re-mlmiUiy to his fundion, than h 
resumed bis former eoiuluct, touching the denial of 
sacraments to those who refusdl.to acknowledge Hie 
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fJtjigcnitiis: he even acted wit li rnhwhial zeal ; intrigued 
\utli the other prelates;^ caballed among the inferior 
clergy ; and not only revived, but augmented, the troubles 
throughout the whole kingdom. Bishops, curates, and 
monks presumed A withhold spiritual consolation from 
poisons in extremity, and were punished by the civil 
power. Other parliaments of the kingdom followed the 
cvrim])le exhibited ]>y that of Paris, in asserting their 
authority and privileges. Hie king commanded them to 
desist, on pain of incurring his indignation; they remon- 
strated, and persevered ; while the archbishop repeated 
I is injunctions and censures, and continued to inflame 
the dispute to such a dangerous degree, that he was given 
to understand he should be again ohligi‘d to quit the 
capital, if he did not proceed with more moderation. But 
the chief care of the French* ministry was employed in re- 
gulaling the tinances, and establishing funds of credit for 
raising money to pay subsidies, and maintain the war in 
Furope and America. In the cojirse of this year they 
had not only considerably reinforced their armies in G^- 
inany, hut made surprising efforts to supply the colony of 
Canada with troops, artilleiy', stores, and amroimition, 
for its defence against the operations of the British forces^ 
^vliich greatly outnumbered the French upon the wn- 
tineiit. The court of Versailles practised eveiy stratagem 
to elude the vigilance of tlie English cruisers. The ships 
destined for America they detached, both single and in 
rorivoys, sometimes from the Mediterranean, sometime 
horn their harbours in the channel, They assembled 
transports in one port, in order to withdraw the attention 
tlicir enemies from another, where their convoys lay 
ready for sailing; and ifi boisterous wesTLlier, when tlie 
could 110 longer block up their haid^urs, their 
^torc-ships came forth, and hazarded the voyage, for the 
relief of their American settlements.* I’hosc that had 
good fortune to arrive on the coast of that continent 
''t're obliged to l»ave recodVse to different mjtpedients for 
'^laping tlfc British squadrons stationed at Halifax, ot 
cruising in the hay of St.Caur^nce, They either jivntured 
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lu navigate the ri^er^iefore it was clear of the ice, so early 
in the spring, that the enemy had not yet qtntted the 
harbour of Nova-Scotia ; or tliey waited on the coast of 
Newfoundland for such thick fogs as might screen tlieni 
from the notice of the English cruisefs, in sailing up tlie 
gulf; or, lastly^ they penetrated through the straits of 
Belleisle, a dangerous passage, which, however, led them 
directly into the river St. Laurence, at a considerable dis- 
tance above the station of the British squadron. 'I'liongii 
the French navy was by this time so redacted, that it could 
neither face the English at sea, nor fiirnisti proper con. 
voys for commerce, her ministry nevertheless attemptcil 
to alarm the sul^ects of Great Britain with the project 0 / 
an invasion. Vlat-bottoroed boats were built, transpoiLs 
coHccted, large ships of the line equipped, and troops or- 
dered to assemble on the coa'&t for embarkation ; hut this 
was no more than a feint to arouse the apprehension of 
the English, disconcert the administration, prejudice the 
national credit, and deter the government from seiuliiij? 
hfrees to keep alive the war in Germany. A much mure 
effectual method they took to distress the trade of Eng* 
land, by kying up their useless ships of war, and en* 
couraging the equipment [of stout privateers, which did 
^considerable damage to the commerce of Great Britain 
and Ireland, cruising in the seas of Europe and Aoin* 
riot. Some of them Iv cl^ in the harbours of the 
chaoDel, frontiag the coast of England, and darted out 
occasbnally on the trading ships of this nation, as they 
received intelligenoe from hoati employed for that purpose* 
Some chose th^ station in tb^North sea, where a gws^ 
number of captures were made upon the coast of Sootlandj 
others cruised lii the chops of the channel, and even 
the westHfprd of Ireland; but the for greater mmiber 
scoured the seas in the neighbourhood of the Leewa^ 
Islands in the West Indies, where they took a prodigioa* 
number of British slaps, sailing to and from the sugaf 
colonies, and conveyed them’*to their own settlements m 
Martinique, Guadeloupe, or St. Domingo, t 
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CONDUCT OF .THE KING t)F DENMARK. 

With respect to the war that ra^ed in Germany, the 
kiiij^ of Denmark wisely pursued that course, which happily 
preserved him frorfl being involved in those troubles by 
Khich great part of Europe was agitated^ and terminated 
in that point of national advantage which a king ought 
ever to have in view f(jr the benefit of his people. By 
observing a .scrupulous neutrality, he enhanced his import- 
ance among his neighliours; he saw himself courted by ail 
llir helligercnt powers: he saved the blood and treasure 
of his subjects: he received large subsidies, in considera- 
tion of his forbearance ; and enjoyed, unmolested, a much 
more considerable share of commerce than^ie could expect 
lo carry on, even in times of universal tranquillity. He 
could not perceive that the’ protestant religion had any 
thing to apprehend from the confederacy which was 
formed against the Prussian monarch; nor was he misled 
into all the expense, the perils, ap d disquiets of a san- 
guinary war, by that ipils fttihms which hath seduced 
and impoverish^ other opulent nations, under the specious 
title of the balance of power in Germany. Howsoever 
he might he swayed by private inclination, he did no^ 
think it was a point of consequence to his kingdom, 
whether Pomerania was possessed by Sweden or Prussia; 
whether the French irmy was driven back beyond the 
Rhine, or penetrated onto more into the ele^rate of 
Hanover; whether the empress-queen was strippedmf her 
i^alning pbssessioni in Sleiia, or the king of Prussia 
rircomscribed within the ’original bound of his dominion. 
He took it M granted that France, foshet own sake. 
Would prevent the ruin of that enterprising monarch ; and 
that the house of Austria would not be so imfiUtie, and 
blind to Its own interest, as to permit the empress of 
Russia to make and retain conquests kk the empire ; but 
^ven if these powers should, be weak enough to sacriRco 
the maxims of sound pdlicy to caprice resentment, 
be did not llliink himself so^deeply concerned in the event, 
fur (he distant prospecl of what might possibly happen, 
Vui V B II 
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w Ijtauiouii'iiiJoa war dial must be nttfiiilfd with 

cortaiii and iiiiiimdi.ite disailvantagfi.,. 1 rui* it is, k* had 
no hcrt'ditarv tltTlorale in Geriliany that was ilircatruid 
with itivnsiou; uor, if he had, \b it to be supposed tliat a 
prince of liis sagacity and patriotisit* would have im- 
poverished his kpigdom of Denmark, for the precaiious 
defence of a distant territory. It was reserved for anotlier 
nation to adopt the pernicious absurdity of wasting its 
blood and treasure, exhausting its revenues, loading its 
own back with the most grievous impositions, incurring 
an enormous debt, big with bankruptcy and ruin; in a 
word, of expending above an hundred and fifty millions 
sterling in fruitless ellbrts to defend a distant country, 
the entire projperty of which was never valued at one 
twentieth part of that sum ; a country with which it had 
no natural connexion, biita c(^mmon alliance arising funn 
accident. The king of Denmark, though himself a prince 
of the empire, and possessed of dominions in Germany, 
almost contiguous to the scenes of the present war, did 
iiiA, yet think himself lo nearly concerned in the issue, ai 
to declare himself either principal or auxiliary in the (luiU' 
rcl ; yet he took care to maintain his forces by sea and 
land upon a respectable footing; and by this conduct, he 
ftoi only provided for the security of his own country, b»t 
overawed the belligerent powers, who considered him as 
a prince capable of ihaking either scale preponderate, just 
as he might choose to trim the balance. Thus he preserved 
his wi^lth, commerce, and consequence undiminished ; 
and, instead of being harassed as a party, was honoured 
as an umpire. * 

The United Provinces, though as adverse as his Danish 
inajcbly lo any f^irticipation in the war, did not, however, 
so scrupulously observe the neutrality they professed; at 
least, the traders of that republic, either from an iimr* 
diiiate thirst of lucre, or a secret bias in favour of the 
enemies of Great Britain, assisted the French coiniiu n*' 
with all the yppearauce of tW most dagrant partiality- 
We have, in the beginning of this year’s transactions, oli* 
served, Jhat a great number of* their ships were taken by 
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llip Kii»lish ci-uiscrs, and conilcint#Hl as for 

liaviiij; iTPiich prupLily on bfjard; that the J)ui(h iiier- 
chants, exitSperaU'd ])y tficir los'ies, exelaimod a^ijainijl the 
Kii^'lish as pirates and robbers, }»ctiLioned the states for 
redress in very hi«f» terms, and even loudly clamoured for 
a war against Great liritain. Tl»e cbaiifc of violence and 
injustice, which they brought against the Engiisli, for 
taking and confiscating the ships that transported to 
Kui-ojie the produce of the French islands in the West 
Indies, they founded on the tenth article of the treaty 
of commerce between Great Britain and the states-general 
of the United Provinces, concluded in the year one thou- 
s-md six hundred and sixty-eight, stipulating, “That 
niiatevcr shall be found on Imard the ships of the subjects 
<»f the United Provinces, though the lading, or part 
thereof, may belong to tAe enemies of Great Britain, 
sliall he free and unmolested, except these be piohibitcd 
goods, which are to he served in the manner described by 
the foregoing artJcles,” From this article the Dutch 
nicrchHiits argued, that, if there V no prohibited gdbds 
on hoard, the English had no right to stop or molest any 
of their ships, or make the least eiuiuiry to whom the 
niert'haiulise belonged, whence it was brought, or whither 
hound. This plea the English casuists would by no meafls 
admit, for the following reasons : a general and perpetual 
license to carry on the whole trade of their enemy would 
he such a glaring absurdity, as no convention could au- 
thorize : common sense has dictated, and Grotius dfclared, 
that no man can be supposed to have couseuU'd to an ab- 
surdity; therefore, the ihterpretation given by the Dutch 
to this article could not be supposed to he its true and 
i^eiiuiiie meaning; whiA, indeed, relalS to nothing more 
than the common course of trsulf, as it was^nsually car- 
‘‘•ed on in time of peace. But, even should Uiis iiiKTpre- 
talioii he ae<'epted, the article, and the ireaty itself would 
su}»erscded and annulled by a subsequent treaty, con- 
riuded between the two nations jti the yeur one thousand 
hiuulrtd and .seventy-five, and oftiu eontirmed since 
that imiod, stipnlatingf in a 'ccret article, tUjil utilhcr 
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of theGontracting'pEVties should give, nor consent, that 
any of their subjects and inhabitants should give any aid, 
favour, or counsel, directly or ihdirectly, by land or sea, 
or on the fresh waters ; nor should furnish, or permit thu 
subjects or inhabitants of their resp^'tive territories to 
furnish any sbip^, soldiers, seamen, victuals, monies, in- 
struments of war, gunpowder, or any other neuessarus 
for making war, to the enemies of either party, of anv 
rank or condition soever. Now, the Dutch have infriiigeil 
this article in many instances during the present war, 
both in Europe and America ; and, as they have so openly 
contravened one treaty, the English are not obliged to 
observe another. They, moreover, forfeited ail right to 
the observance «»f the treaty in question, by refusing the 
succours with which they were bound, in the most so- 
lemn manner, to furnish the" king of Great Britain, in 
case any of his territories in Europe should be attacked -, 
for nothing could be more weak and frivolous than the 
allegation upon which this refusal was founded: iminoly, 
thit the hostilities in* Europe were commenced by the 
English, when they seized and conHscated the vessels of 
France; and they, being the aggressors, had no right 
to insist upon the succours stipulated in a treaty which 
lias purely defensive. If ibis argument has any weight, 
the treaty itself can have no signification. The French, 
as in the present case, will always commence the war in 
America ; and when their ships, containing reinforcements 
and stores for the maintenance of that war, shall be 
taken on the European seas, perhaps in consequence of 
their l)cing exposed for that pifrpose, they will exclaim 
that the English were the aggressors in Europe, conse- 
quently deprived^'of all benefit ifccruing from the defeu* 
sive treaty ^bsisting between them and the states-gencral 
of the United Provinces, It being impossible for the Eng' 
lisb to terminate the war, while their enemies derive the 
sinews of it from their commerce carried on in neutral 
bottoms, thej^^re obliged to suppress such collusions, ^ 
that necessity which Grotius himself hath allowed to be 
^ nifficiff t excuse for deviati^ from the letter of any 
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Ihvity wlialsot'\i:r. In tiiiit* of peiftr no Diitcli hhiji^ ucic 
perm ilt I'd to carry t!ic pr^wJiicc of any French siigur islimi, 
or even to trade in any of the French ports in Anicrica 
or the West Indies; consequently, the treaty which they 
quote can never justify them in carrying on a comnierce, 
M'liich, as it did not exist, and was nfit foreseen, could 
not posslldy be guarded against when that convention 
was ratified. Grotius, whose authority is held in such 
veneration among the Dutch, has determined that every 
nation has a riglit to seize and confiscate the goods of 
any neutral power, whicli shall attempt to carry them 
inio any place which is blocked up by that nation, either 
)>y land or sea. The French islands in the Wcst-lndies 
were so blocked uj) hy the English erdisers, that they 
could receive no relief from their own government, con- 
sequently no neutral power could attempt to supply them 
without falling under this predicament.*® It was for these 
reasons that (lie king of England declared, hy the mouth 
of Mr. Vorke, his minister plcDij^itcntiary at the Ha^ue, 
in a (‘onference held in the month of August with the 
dcjtuties of the states- general, that though he wfis ready 
to foiu'ur in every measure that sliould be projwscd for 
^lung satisfaction to their high mightinesses, with whgii 
he had al way's studied to live in the most perfect union, 
he was nevertheless determined not to sutler the trade 
ol the I'rench colonies in America to be carried on by the 
Mihjects of other powers, under the specious pretext of 
iK'utrality ; nor to permit words to he interpreted as a 
license to drive a trade with his enemies, which, though 
not parlieularly specifieS in the articles of contraband, 
Was nevertheless rendered such in lespects, and in 
<'very sense, l>y the nature of the circumstances. It is 
not at all more surprising that the Dutch mer4>anls should 
wmjdain, than that the English government should persist 
in confiscalittg the ships that wore Tound to contain the 
nierchandise of their enemies. The individual traders of 
every mercantile nation w*ll run considcrilble risks in ex 
f'*ndiiig tUcir particular (joinmerec, e\cu when they know 
d uniat be detrimenUf tot’;' «e>u.ral itiUrcaf lF that 
I] If 
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c(Hintry. In the war mainlained by the confederates 
against Louis XIV. 0/ France, the intrchant ships of the 
Dutch carried on an uninterrupted trade to the Freiich 
ports; and, iiotwitljstauding the repeated stdicitations oI 
England, the states-getieral could nevet be prevailed upon 
to prohibit this commerce, which undoubtedly cntiblud 
France to protract the war. I'he truth is, they gave the 
British ministry to understand, that unless they connived 
at this traffic, their subjects could not possibly dcfiay 
their proportion of the expense at which the war was main- 
tained. It is well known through all Euri>pc, that the 
subjects of the United Provinces reaped considerable ad- 
vantage, not only from this branch of illicit trade, btit 
also by providin«f for both armies in Flanders, and by the 
practice of stocK-jobbing in England; consequently, it 
was not the interest, either oft the states-gcneral, or the 
English general, between whom there was a very good 
understatidiug, to bring that war to a speedy cooclusiou; 
nor indeed, ought we to fix the imputation of partiality 
upon a whole nation, for^ibe private conduct of individuals, 
influenced by motives of self-interest, which co-operate 
with the same energy in Holland, and among the sui^ects 
of Great Britain. In the course of the former war, such a 
M ;ndalous appetite for gain prevailed in different parts of 
the British dominions, that the French islaodt were ac- 
tually supplied with provisions, slaves, and lumber, from 
Ireland and the British colonies in North America; aud 
Maitiujjjue, in particular, must have surrendered to the 
commander of the English squadron stationed in those 
seas, had it not been thus supported by English subjects, 
Certain it is, the Dutch had some reason to complain that 
they were decoy^ into this spemes of trafiic by the ar- 
ticle of a treaty, which, in their opinion, admitted of no 
limitation ; ^and that the government of Great Britain, 
without any previous^warning, or explaining its sentiments 
on this subject, swept the sea at once of all Uieir vessels 
employed in commerce, aiiil condemned them, with- 
out mitigation, to the entire ruin of many thqusaiid D' 
milies. ponsidering the intiinhte connexion of mutual 
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iiikr(‘st .mbhistiug between Great Jprilain find the state* 
of the United Provi'iccs., tliey seem to have had some 
to an inliinatiun of this nature, which, in all ))rO' 
hal)ility, would have induced them to resign all prospect 
of advantage fromahe prosecution of such traffic, 

CONFERENCES AT THE HAGUE. 

Besidhs the universal clamour excited in Holland, and 
the lamous memorial pre.sented to the states-general, 
which we have already mentioned in another place, a de- 
putation of merchants waited four times successively on 
tlie jirincess regent, to explain their grievances, and de- 
mand her concurrence in augmenting tVe navy for the 
preservation of their commerce. She promised to inter- 
pose her best offices with tlib court of Great Britain ; and 
these co-operating with representations made by the 
states-general, the English minister was empowered to 
open conferences at the Hague, in order to bring all 
matters in dispute to an amicable iiccoun modation. Tll^se 
endeavours, however, proved ineffectual. The British 
cruisers continued to take, and the British courts to 
condemn, all Dutch vessels containing the produce of the 
French sugar islands. The merchants of Holland allll 
Zealand renewed their complaints with redoubled cla- 
mour, and all the trading part of the nation, reinforced 
l>y the whole party that opposed the house of Orange, 
cried aloud for an immediate augmentation of theparine, 
and reprisals upon the pirates of England. The princess, 
in order to avoid extremities, was obliged not only to 
employ all her personal influence with the states-general, 
but also to play off oni! faction against another, in the 
^ay of remonstrance and exclamation, As^far back as 
the month of June, she presented a metiiorial to the 
states-general, reminding them, that*in the beginning of 
the war between France and England, she bad advised 
an augmentation should bn made in thehaland-forces, to 
strengthen the garrisons of the frontier towns, and cover 
the territories of the republic from invasion. ^She gave 
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0\(’r\i>M‘l, inlirui<lulril hy Ibo jiroKir.iif) of two formjd.il)!. 
armits, had resolved to dcinaird that iho aupuentalion 
of their land-forces slioultl be taken into eoiisideration hv 
the other provinces ; and requested litr to reinforce tiiei- 
solicitations tha( this measure mi«ht iminediately take 
place. 'I’hif* retiuest, she said, she tlie more reatltlv 
granted, as slie could not hut he sensible of the imminent 
danger that threatened tlie republic, especially since tht 
Hanoverian army had passed the Rhine; and as ithchowd 
the stale to jiut it.<«clf in a condition to liiiider either ariia 
from retiring into the territories of the republic, il it 
sl.ould Ire defeated; for, in that ca% the conqueror hciii>. 
authorised to pprsue his enemy wherever he can find hint, 
would bring the war into the heart of their country. 
lepresentation had no other efiect than that of suspendiii!! 
Hie measure which each party projiosed, The princes-, 
)u her answer to the fourth deputation of the tnerchaitt>^, 
declared that she beheld the present state of their trad< 
wiU) the most anxious concern ; that its want of proteetkm 
was not her fault, hut that of the towns of Dort, IJaerlcin, 
Amsterdam, Torgau, Uiittcrdain, and the Rrille, to whosi' 
conduct it was owing, that the forces of the state, hy sea 
;i»,d land, were not now on a better footing. The deputii !' 
were afterwards referred to her minister, M. delaLarn y, 
to whom they represented, that the augmentation of the 
land-forces, and the equipment of a fleet, were matter 
as disti||et from each other as light from dai'kues.s H)''* 
there was iio pressing motive for an augmentation of the 
army, whereas, innumerable reaeons remlereil the equip 
meut of a fleet a matter of the most urgent necessity, la 
a few days after represeutatioi! was made, the princess, 
lit an assembly of the states-geiieral, re(|uested their liigk 
mightinessi^, that seeing their earnest and repeated eHoil^ 
to induce the provi/ices of Holland, Zealand, I-ricsbuid, 
and West Fiieslaud, to aequirsce in the proposed an;’, 
mentation of f^a'cs hy sea amNaiid, had not hitherto ind 
with success, they would now consider and deliberate upetf 
t.mc (;x|^'iliLiil toi tvimiuating llBi‘’ aUair, and the >,Oi-tiw‘ 
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the better, in order, on one band> to satisfy the strong 
and well-grounded ikistances made by the provinces of 
Gueldres, Utrecht, Overylsel, and Groningen ; and, on the 
other, to comply with the ardent and just desires expressed 
by the commerciaf inhabitants of the country. She told 
tlieni, that the deputation which waitcc^on her consisted 
of forty merchants, a niiml)cr that merited attention no 
less than the speech they pronounced, of which a great 
number of printed copies were di.stributed through all 
parts of the country. Without making any particular 
remarks on the harangue, she only observed, that the drift 
of it did not tend to facilitate the negotiation begun with 
Great Britain, nor to induce the nation to prefer a con- 
vention to a rupture with that crown, > From this cir- 
cumstance she inferred, it was more than time to finish 
the deliberations on the J)roposal for augmenting the 
forces both by sea and land; a measure, without which 
she was convinced in her conscience the state was, and 
would always remain, exposed to^all sorts of misfortune 
and danger, both now and hereafter. * 

In consequence of this Interposition, the states-general 
that same day sent a letter to the states of Holland and 
West Friesland, communicating the sentiments of the 
princess-regent, and insisting upon the necessity of coft- 
plying with her proposal ’of the double augmentation. 
They observed, that an augmentation of the land-forces, 
for the defence of the frontiers, was unavoidable, as well 
as an equipment by sea for the security /)f commerf* ; that 
ihe states of the provinces of Gueldres, Utrecht, Overyssel, 
and Groningen, joined ^ith them in the same opinion ; 
and accordingly had insisted, by divers letters and pro- 
jH)8itiong, on those two ‘points so essential to the public 
interest. They represented the danger of del^y, and the 
fatal effects of discord; they proposed, that by a reciprocal 
indulgence one party should complywvith the sentiments 
<^f the other, in order to avoid a schi^ and dangerous 
division among the coufWerates, the wnsequences of 
which would he very depjorahle; while the republic, in 
tile mean time, would Kmain in a defenceless ^oondition, 
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bolli l>y sea and l.iiu*, and dqKMid ii[)(>n the nrhitrih 
)»<♦«**!• of Its jiciifhbours. liny conjiirnl them, therdor* , 
as they \ allied the safety of their oouiilrv, and all Hr,* 
was dear to them, tvs they reg^arded the protection oftiic 
good inhabitants, the concord and hai^hiony which al J\ 
limes, but especially al the present critical jnnclnrc, 
ot the last necessity, that they would seriously reflect iij ( 
the exhortations of her royal highness, as well as on tin 
rejieated instances of the majority of the confederates, 
and take a wise and salutary resolution with regard to 
the proposed augmentation of the land-forces, so tbal 
this addition, together with an equipment at sea, ruiglit, 
the sooner the better, be unanimously brought to a (‘(in- 
clusion. It was» undouhlcdly the duty of all who wishei! 
well to their country, to moderate llu* heat and precipil.i- 
tion of those, who, provoked by their losses, and ‘'tiimi 
ated by resentment, endeavoured at this period to involve 
their nation in a war with Great Brltaiu. Had inallti'') 
been pushed to tliis extremity, in a few months the n - 
public would, in all profiability, have been brought to tl.i 
brink of ruin. The Dutch were distracted by internal di- 
visions; they were altogether unprovided hir hostililK s 
hv sea ; the ocean was covered with th(?ir trading vc-ssi I- , 
aiHi the naval armaments of Great Britain were so iin- 
merous and powerful as to render all n)sista>.ce on that 
element equally vain and pernicious. The English (‘oidd 
not only have scoured the seas, and made prize of their 
bliippiiig^ but were also in a condition to reduce or demo 
lish all their towns in Zealand, where they would hardly 
have met with any opposition. * 
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(In <|n.d.iis, without the losa of n 
di(i|Mif IiIinhI, oil oiUieraidr. 

’* 'I 111) i*) the niiiiic l>v wliirh the sub- 
!• ' t« III l.rf!;ilirtli dwtinguihh tliiwc of 
'iMikiia, who iiillHliit the lountry 
lai llii r np thi rtv«r heiieijal, and are 
III I ineiiani alli.ini’e with the l•’rtll('ll. 

i I he victors, howiver, eomiiiitteil u 
f*rv gnat iniitaki in nlluwiiig them 
lo *Mrr> oir th* ir book* nnd neemints 
the |ii rii«al ot which would have betn 
‘d nifnute hcrvwi to the Knplish mer- 
eli.ints, by infonninjjr tlicni of the 
X iinntHluie*, their vnlae, the proper 
M'lisons, and method* of prose^itiwj; 
tht trade. 

"i The Prudint, of arventy foiif gun*; 
the Kiitreprrnant, of seventy-four 
sun* ; th*‘ Cupriiieiix, Ctldire, and 
hicnt’aisant. of Hixty-foiir I'liiii eaih ; 
the Apullu, of fittv gun* , tiic Cbcvre, 
lilt he, ]''idellt', Diana, iind Iwlio fr^ 

gait*. / 

it ntay not lie nmisi to obRirvr, tiint 
» ‘‘nvalieril which admiral Kno^lw 
liad biiiU at an cnormun* tx(ie)|tii' to I 


ihr nation, wliilc I n’lisbaiirg rc- 
iiuiiiid III Ac limidaor till Knglisli 
III tile Inst war, was, in tin course 
ol this siege, enurdy diinuiished by 
two or three shot* iroin mu ot the 
British liatterie* ; so niliiitrably had 
this puce ui fnrtitieation hem eun- 
trived and rxeeiiled, undi r llu eye ot 
that iirormiiid enginei r. 

7 Ihis ufliier inteiided to have mndv 
ail irrnptiuu thruiigli the pass of 
Dneida on tin Mohawk rivtr, hut 
was neallisl lieiure he tould I'Xecule 
his design. IhiurHl Ahercrunibie 
nherwnrds sent thither hrigadiitV 
StaiiwiK, with u consideraldi body 
of rrovuieiuls, and tkiH important 
)«** was Bciureil by a fort built at 
that iiiintun. 

8 Vnddulore was in such ii dcfeiiedis* 
eouditioii, that it rould make no re* 
sisiluce; and there being no {^acc 
III I'ortSl. David'* honih-proof, nor 
any provisiuni or fresh water, the 
garrison Biirreiidered in twelve <lay«, 
on iBpilulation, after having tuR- 
Uined a severe homhardinent 

U Sts (hy* alter the conventioii <||s 
•igiusi ot ('loster-Scveii, another act 
ol aeeoninioddtioii was eoiiduded at 
Brrineiiwonli n, betn ei ii the gem ruls 
.Sporekiii and Villemur, rtlaiuig lo 
the rrleatr oi prisoner*, and some 
other {lointa omitted in the loiivcn* 
lion. I 

10 Among Ihr Freneh olliccr* who lost 
their livix iii ihii eoBageinent, was 
the count de flison, only son of the 
marrsriinl iluke ie Bdieisle, and last 
ho|)r oi tHit illiiitriou* family, h 
vouiig nohliinaii of e\tranrdiutlrv 
arcuniplishnients, who finished a 
short life of houoti !|jn the embrace 
of inil'.t.iry glory, and fell gallantly 
fighting at the head of hi* own rw- 
giment, to the inexpressilile grit f of 
III* agnl ^er, and tiie uuivcr.)ttl 
Tiigrtt of nTO(|iiiitry. 

At this jiiiieture the Prussian com* 

11 mniidnnt ol Drrsdm bring admitted 
into the Japan patiice^ to ive ili<* 
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curious porcilninrwtth wtych it is 
ndormil, |i(>rc(iv<ii ii duor luiili u|i, 
mill ordering iIk' [usiiiiiic to bi d, 
elite ml .1 LirKi si|iiir(niiiit, where he 
inuiuillim iliuu iiiid tMiU, mid other 
held utuiiiiii I In sr had iKdituu* 
ci-aled here when the l'••^lMla||8 iir»t 
took |iossrsi>on oi' the nlj; thrv 
weri' miineilmtclv srtiil hy Ihr rmn- 
mmiduut, mid ditfrihuied mnoii|; the 
troops pf prince Henry’s army. 

IQ (ien«'r.ii I'vrtucr was ol Sioilisbiv 
tmet, and peiural Rrownc mliwlly 
n iiAtive of North Ijntain. 
in the mini of kiiK* VVillinin, when 
the Knglhli and Dutch wire eMga^cd 
in « war •ij'innst Fruiiie, the iii)rtli> 
ern {jowers oi Sweden mill Ihnmark 
attcinpicd to farry on the hcnch 
coniinim'ti iiiKier the shade of luu 


trality; hut ihtDnlrh midf,iii:lidi 
loiiud in sciriiiK theyissih that uire 
iliiisehiplovHl ruin|iiaints id'tliMi 
Ivptufis sscre made at l.ondiin ami 
the llaRiie, iiiul the coin|ilaiiiaiilk 
wen giuii to iintrrstmid at Imtli 
plans, tXht till) thniilil iioi la ai- 
lowed to carry oii an) trade with 
i'rauie, hut what «u iibual in iiiiii! 
of peaci, 111 conseipiMue nl tloy 
ddinraiioii, ^llr. (jiohiuk (ornied ilit 
disign oi writing a tnatise on the 
irudom of iiayigatimi, and lomniiit 
iiicated the pi in ol his work to ilii 
selrbrated rutli 11(10*11', who Ki|,inli(i! 
his seiiiiimnu in a litter, winili o 
pnwrved hy the luriiid ii»rlu}rttr, 
in hii notes uihiii that uJtliorN i’'•l 
tisc on tilt Law oi iNaliirt aiid *" i 
(ions. 
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CHAITER XVI. 

DuiitMr Oii'iirrcnre* iiiGAatUritaia....TrMl« of Dm. Ilfuwyand Shrbliearr..>, 
Jitoiit\it)un oi llii> Ma);tiuicn and Asylum.... Surirty for ihe Envouragsiuciit 
Ilf Arts....S«‘stioii o|ieii«.-(1....Ncw 'i'lraty with thi. King of Prussia.. ..Sup* 
plii-s grauttd. . . .1 be King's Message to the Commons. . . . Bills relating to the 
Oisiillrry, juiI llie Kx|iflrtutiuii of ('orn....Prutioii from the Justices of 
Nurfulk. . . . Bill fur the lni|ioria(ion of salted Beef from Ireland continued. . . . 
Kf giilaUuiis n ith respect to Privateers.. ..New Militia l.awi....Aet for the 
lieliit ul Debtors revived ....Bills for the !iii|inrtplinn of Irish Beef ami 
'l.’ill(m....Actr(luliv« to Milfurd.llaveii.... Bill relative to the Duty on P,ea- 
6iuiis....Ait reliitivcto the Duty on Plate.... Cambric Act....linsucceMfoI 
I’liili.. ..Case of the Insolvent lM>tors....Case of Capt. Walker.... Remarks 
oil tlie Banuriipt Ians. . .. Kuiiuiry into the State of the Poor.. . . Regulations 
ui VIcighis and Measures. ...Resolutions eumerniiig the Foundling Hospital 
....Miksukcs frum the King to the I'arliameut.... Session closed.... Pre. 
piMtioni for War... .Death of the Princess of tl'Auge and Princess 
I’lli/ iIk III ('arolitic.... Example), made uf Pirates.... Aci'uiints of some re* 
nurkabU Murders.. ..Murder of llgiiiU Clarke.. ..MAlority iif the Prince of 
M.iles....Rtb(ilutinns luiicerning a new Bridge at BlAckfriars....rire iii 
Coriihill.... Method contrived to find out the Longitude. ...lutallatiou at 
Osfurd.. ..Deplorable Incident at Sm.... Captures made by separate Cruisers 
• ...Captain iloud takes the Uellona....Hnd Captain Barrington the Count dr 
St. Fioreiit<n.... Captain Falknrr takes % Frenih East Iiidiamaii....Prize« 
tiikeii in the West Indies.... Engagemrbtf|iet«ern the Herviilei and ^e 
ri(ins8aiit....Havre'de*Grace bombarded by Admiral Rodney.... Admiral 
Busoanen defeats M. dc la Clue.... Preparations made by the French (iir in* 
Viuling England..... Account of Thurut.... French Fleet sails from Brest.... 
Adii.irnl Hiiwke defeats M de Conflans.... Proceedings of the Irish Parlia. 
ii.dit.... Loyalty of the lrisli-Catbohci....DBiiferoui luiumation in Dublin 
>• • • Alarm of a Descent in iicotland. ^ 


DOMESTIC OCCURRENCES. 

W HFLE the operations of the war were proycuted 
through the four quarters of the globe, the island 
of Great Britain, which «aay be termed the centre that 
giive motion to this vast machine, enjoyed all' the tran* 
quillity of the most profound peace, am saw nothing of 
war but the preparations and trophies, which served only 
to animate the nation to a desire of further coi^uest*, for 
the dejection occasioned by the misfortune at St Cas 
soon vanished before the prospect of vi^ry and success, 
t^oiisideriug the agitation jfeturally prdPiged among the 
common ppople, by the practice of pressing men into the 
ser\’ipe of the navy, wbifU, in the beginning of tjie year, 
VoL. V. C c 
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li.id < arrn‘(l oij \»itb unusual violence, the levy of so 
niuiiv new rorp.s of soldiers, and the endeavours used iu 
forniiuj? the national militia, vtry few di&turltaiiees hap- 
peried to interrupt the internal repose of the nation, 
From ]'ri\ate acts of malice, fraud, virtience, and rapijic, 
no coniniunity whatsoever is exempted. In the month 
of Apiil, the temporary wooden bridgje over the Thames, 
built for the convenicncy of caniagjes and p;Lssen»er5, 
while tlte workmen should he employed iu widening ami 
repairin'^ London bridge, was maliciously set ou lire in 
the night, and continued burning till noun next day, 
when the ruins of it fell into the river. The destruction 
of this eonveniency jirovcd very detrimental to the com 
merce of the cit^y, notwithstanding the vigik'fucy and ifh- 
eretion of the magistrates, in applying remedies for thi*. 
misfortune. A promise of the king's pardon was olfernl 
m a public advertisement, by the secretary of state, anil 
a reward of two hundred |)Ounds by the city of London, 
to any person who should discover the perpetrator of such 
wiiked outrage; but nevertheless he escaped detection, 
No individual, uor any society of men, could have the 
least interest in the execution of such a scheme, except 
the body of London watermen; but as no discovery was 
fhade to the jirejudice of any person belonging to that 
society, the deed was imputed to the malice of some secret 
enemy to the public. Even after a new teinporary bridge 
was erected, another attempt was made (in all probability 
hy the same incendiary) to reduce the whole to ashes, 
but hapjdly miscarried, and a guard was appointed, to 
prevent any such atrocious effcr.'ts in the sequtd. Dan- 
gerous tumults were raised in and about Manchester, by 
a prodigious number of manufa.'turcrs, who had left oH 
working, and entered into a combination to raise, by force, 
the price ^>f their labour. They had formed a regular 
]dan, and collected large sums for the maintenance ol 
the poorer siirt^ while they refused to work for their fa- 
milies. Theyr ••suited and abused all those who would 
jiot join in this defection; dispersed incendiary letters, 
and denounced terrible threats against all such as should 
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piesume to opf»os€ their proceedings, But these menace^ 
i)a() no ciTeet upon ^he magistrates and justices, who did 
their duty with such djseiction and courage, that the 
ringleaders being singled out, and punished by law, the 
rest were soon reduced to order. 

TRIAI.S OF DRS. HENSEV AND* SHEBBEARE. 

In the month of June Florence Heusey, an obscure 
pliysician, and native of Ireland, who had been appre- 
hended for treasonable practices, was tried in the court 
of king’s-hcuch, on an indictment for high treason. In 
the course of the trial it appeared that be had been em. 
ployed as a spy for the French ininisljjy: to which, in 
consideration of a paltry pension, he sent intelligenee 
of every material occurrenne in Great Britain. The cor- 
respondence was managed by his brother, a Jesuit, who 
acted as chaplain and secretary to the Spanish ambas- 
sador at the Hague. The British resident at that court 
having learned from the Spanish minister some secrets 
relating to England, ^ vci> before they were communicated 
to him from the Engh«lj ministry, was induced to set on 
foot an enquiry toucliiug the source of this information, 
and soon received an assurance, that the secretary of die 
Spauish ambassador had a brother, a physician in Loudon. 
The suspicion naturally arising from this circumstance 
being imparted to the ministry of England, flcnsey was 
narrowly watched, and twenty-nine of his leUe|j^ wore 
intercepted. From the contents of these he was convicted 
of having given the Fre;ich court the first notice of the 
expedition to North America, the capture of the two 
f>hips, the Alcide and Lys, the sailing Aid destination of 
every squadron and armament, and the difficulties that 
Occurred in raising money for the service of public, 
We had even informed them, that tl^e secret expedition 
the foregoing year wa.s intended against Rochefort, and 
^vised a descent upon Gi^at Britain, certain time 
find place, as the most effectual method of distressing 
the govenftnent, and aff|ftfting the public credit. ^ After a 
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long trial he was found guilty of treason, and reeei\eil (Ik 
senteiu'cof death ushully prunouneed on such occasions, 
but whether he earned forgiveness by some inatciial dis- 
covery, or the minister found him so inseiisihle aiui in- 
significant that he was ashamed to^ take his life, ho 
escaped execution, and was pardoned, on eouditiuii ol 
going into perpetual exile. The severity of the govern- 
ment was much about the same period exercised on 
Dr. Shebbe^ire, a public writer, who, in a series of printcil 
letters to the people of England, had animadverted on 
the conduct of the ministry in the must acritnoiiiouc 
terms, stigmatized some great names with all the vim- 
lence of censure, and even assaulted the throne itsdf 
with oblique insinuation and imnical satire. The niinh' 
^try, incensed Ut the boldness, and still more enraged at 
the success of this author, jyhose writings were lK)uglji 
with avidity by the public, determined to punish him 
severely fur his arrogance and abuse, and he was ap])r(’' 
bended by a warrant from the secretaiy’s offiOe. His sixth 
letter to the people England was pitched upon as the 
foundation of a prosecution. After a short trial in the 
court of king's bench, he was found guilty of haviii;; 
written the sixth letter to the people of England, ad- 
judged a libellous pamphlet, sentenced to stand in tiie 
pillory, to pay a small fine, to be imprisoned three years, 
and give security for his future good behaviour; so that, 
in etFect, this good man sutFered more for having given 
vent to the unguarded effusions of mistaken zeal, couched 
in the^ language of passion and scurrility, than was in* 
flicterl upon Hensey, a xonvict^ traitor, who bad acted 
as spy for France, and betrayed his own country for hire. 
.. 

INSTITUTION OF THE MAGDALEN AND ASYLUM 

Amidst a variety of crimes and disorders, arising 
impetuosity of temper, unreitied passion, luxury, extra- 
vagance, and rluiust tuial^waiit of police and subur- 
diijAtioi), the Virtues of benevolence are always springing 
4ip(oan extraordinary growth- in the British' soil; 
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lu're charities are often established by the humanity ol 
individuals, which in any other fountrj’ would be ho- 
noured as national institj^tioiis : witness the great number 
of hospitals and iiihrmarics in London and Westminster, 
erected and maintained by voluntary contributions, or 
raised i)y the princely donations of private founders. In 
the course of this year the public he^an to enjoy the 
benefit of several admirable institutions. Mr. Henry 
Raine, a private gentleman of Middlesex, had, in his life- 
time, built and endowed an hospital for the maintenance 
of forty poor maidens. By his will he bequeathed a cer- 
tain sum of money to accumulate at interest, under the 
inanageiuent of trustees, until the yearly produce should 
amount to two hundred and ten pounds, to be given in 
marriage portions to two of the maidens ’educated in his 
hospital, at the age of iw|jnty-two, who should be the 
best recommended for piety and industry by the masters 
or mistresses whom they had served. Jn the month of 
March, the sum destined for this laudable purpose was 
completed: when the trustees,- ly public advertisenu^ut, 
suimnoued the maidens educated hi the hospital to appear 
on a certain day, with proper certificates of their be- 
haviour and circumstances, that six of the most deserving 
might he selected to draw lots for tlie }>rize of one Iny- 
died pounds, to be paid as her marriage portion, provided 
she married a man of an uul)leini.shed character, a mem- 
ber of the church of England, residing within certain 
specified parishes, and approved by the trustees, Acconl- 
ingly, on the first of May the candidates appcaild, and 
the prize being gained bv one young woman, in^^rcsence 
of a numerous assembly of all rank.s, attracted by curiosity, 
the other five maidens, with a sixth, ailed in lieu of her 
'vho had been successful, were marked for a second 
chance on the same day of the following yevj, when a 
second prize of the same value would be jiresented : thus 
new candidate will be adileJ every year, that every 
mai<len who has been edujated in thi^JIf^pilal, and pre- 
served her character without reproach, may have a chance 
‘or the Ufble donation, which is also accompanied witfi' 
l:c2 
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t.he sum oi live: jtoniiris to defray the cx|»etjs.e of the 
diiig; entertainment. *- One scarce knows whether m<bl 
to admire the plan, or coinmctid (he humanity oi this 
excellent iustituiiun.-~Of equal and perhaps supcriot 
merit was another charitable establishment, which also 
look effect about this period. A small number of humaur 
individuals, chiefly citizens of London, deeply affected with 
the situation of common prostitutes, who are certainly 
the most forlorn of ail human creatures, formed a generoiib 
resolution in their f:i\uur, such as even the best of men 
of the kingdom bad never before the courage to avov^. 
I’liey considered that many of these unhappy creature, 
so wretched in themselves, and so productive of misclnci 
to society, had been seduced to vice in their ten|2er years 
by the perfidious artifice of the other sex, or the violeinr 
of unruly passion, before th^y had acquired cxpericiict 
to guard against the one, or foresight to perceive the fatal 
consequences of the other: that the jewel, reputation, 
being thus irretrievably lost, {icrhaps in one unguarded 
moment, they were covered with shame and disgrace, 
abandoned by (heir families, excluded from all pity, rC' 
gard, and assistance: that, stung by self-conviction, in- 
sulted witti reproach, dented the privilege of penitence 
a^ul contrition, j^ut off from all hope, impelled by iiidi 
gence, and maddefied with despair, they had plung^ into 
a life of infamy, in which they were exposed to deplorable 
vicissitudes of misery, and the most excruciating pang^ 
of reflection that any human being could sustain : that, 
whatever remorse they might feel, howsoever they might 
detest their own vice, or king fur an opportunity of amend* 
ment, they were entirely destitute of all means of re 
formation : they p ere not only deprived of all possibility 
of profiting 1^ those precious moments of repentance, and 
becoming^gain useful members of society; but, in order 
to earn a miserable subsistence, were obliged to persevere 
in the paths of pros'iitution, and act as the iostruments (d 
heaven’s vengew; s in propag^ating distemper and protli 
gacy, in riiitiiiig the bodies and debauching the minds ol 
their fellow-creatures. Moved rto sympathy arid comps'*- 
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sffii hy thebe coiihideratious, this virtuous )Mud of asso- 
( ititts, determined to provide a c^nifortable asylum foif 
tViiiale i)enitentS} to whicli they might fly fur shelter from 
the receptacles of vice, l\te miseries of life, and the scorn 
of mankind ; where they might indulge the salutary sen. 
tiinents of remorse, make their peace with heaven, accus* 
turn themselves to industry and temperiiuce, and be pro- 
fitably reunited to society, from which they had been so 
unhappily dissevered. The plan of this excellent institu- 
tion being formed, was put in execution by means of vo- 
luntary subscription, ami the house o})ened in Goodman's- 
(ields, under the name of the Magdaleu-hospital, in the 
month of August; when fifty petitions were presented 
by penitent prostitutes, soliciting admittance. Another 
asylum was also o|^ned by the hand of* private charity, 
on the Surrey-side of Wesjmiuster-bridge, for the recep- 
tion and education of female orphans, and children aban- 
doned hy their parents. 

SOCIKTY FOR THE ENCOURAGEMENT OF AHl^. 

Noit was encouragement refused to those who dis- 
tinguished themselves by extraordinary talents in any 
branch of the liberal and useful arts 4 U|d sciences, though 
no Mecenas appeared among the mitiisUii's, and not the 
least ray of patronage glimmered from the throne. Tiie 
])rutcction, countenance, and gratification secured in 
other countries by the institution of academies, and the 
liberalities of princes, the ingenious in EngUnd*derived 
from the generosity of a public, endued with taste and 
sensibility, eager for improvement, and proud of patro- 
nising extraordinary merit. Several, -f ears bad already 
‘‘lapsed since a societyV private persons was instituted 
at London, for the encouragement of arts, nv«jiufacture8, 
and eumroerce. It consisted of a president, vice-presi- 
deiit, secretary, register, collector* and other officers, 
elected fnma a very coi^derablc ni:i»lber of members, 
who pay a certain yearly contribution for tlic purposes ol 
the institution. In ihc^course of every year they held 
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eight general meetings in a large assembly-room, built 
and furnished at the Common expense ; besides tlie or- 
dinary meetings of the society, ^heli every week, from 
the second Wednesday in November to the last Wednesday 
in May; and in the intermediate time, on the iirst and 
third Wednesday of every month. At these ordinary 
meetings, provided the number then present exceeded 
ten, the members had a right to proceed on business, and 
power to appoint such committees as they should think 
necessary'. The money contributed by this association, 
after the necessary expense of the society had been de- 
ducted, was expended in premiums for planting and hus- 
bandry ; for discoveries and improvements in chemistry, 
dying, and minerab)gy; for promoting the ingenious arts 
of drawing, engraving, casting, painting, statuary, and 
sculpture; fur the improver^cut of manufactures, and 
machines in the various articles of hats, crapes, druggets, 
mills, marbled-paper, ship-blocks, spinning-wheels, toys, 
yarn, knitting, and weaving. They likewise allotted 
sui^s for the advantage «9f the British colonies in America, 
and bestowed premiums on those settlers who should 
excel in curing cochineal, planting logwood-trees, cul- 
tivating olive-trees, producing myrtle-wax, making put- 
as^i, preserving raj^in.^, curing satflour, making silk and 
wines, im;K)rting sturgeon, preparing isinglass, planting 
hemp and cinnamon, extracting opium and the gum of 
the persimon-tree, collecting stones of the mango, wliicli 
should be found to vegetate in the West Indies; laising 
silk-grfUts, and laying out provincial gardens. They more- 
over, allowed a gold medal in honour of him who should 
compose the best treatise on the arts of peace, containing: 
an historical account of the progressive improvements ot 
agriculture, manufactures, and commerce in the kingdom 
of Englanjp with the effects of those improvements on the 
morals and mannei's of the people, and pointing out the 
most proper means Vor their future advancement. In a 
word, the 8od^„is so numf|jrous, the cofitributioris so 
cpnsiderablc, tlfi plan so judiciously laid, and executed 
with such discretion and spirit, ns to promise nfuch more 
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efFtftual himI extensive* advantage in the public than ever 
ai'oriK'd I'ruin all tl^ boasted aeatfeinies of Christendom. 
Tlte artists uf London hitd long maintained a private aca- 
icniy fur improvement in the art of drawing from living 
‘igures ; but, in ^rder to extend this advantage, which 
was not attained without difficulty and expense, the duke 
of Kichuioud, a young nobleman of the most amiable 
character, provided a large apartment at Whitehall, for 
the use of those who studied the art of painting, sculpture, 
and engraving; and furnished it with a collection of 
original plaster casts from the best antique statues and 
busts at Rome and Florence. Here any learner had 
liberty to draw, or make models, under tlie eye and in- 
■'tructions of two eminent artists; and twice a year the 
munificent founder bestowed premiums of silver medtds 
on the four pupils who exaelled the rest in drawing from 
a certain figure, and making the best model of it in 
basso-relievo. note I, at the end of this Vol] 

On the twenty-third day of November both houses of 
parliament tnet at Westmiuster, ‘>vhen his majesty being 
indisposed, the session was opened by commission, and tlie 
lord-keeper harangued them to this effect He told them, 
his majesty had directed the lords of the commission to 
assure his parliament that he always received the higUst 
satisfaction in being able to lay before (hem any event 
that might promote the honour and interest of his king- 
doms ; that in consequence of their advice, and enabled 
hy the assistance which they unanimously gave,Jiis ma- 
jesty had exerted his endeavours to carry on the war in 
(lie most vigorous maonyr, iu order to attain that desirable 
t'«d, always to Ik* wished, a safe and honourable jieai'e;* 
tl‘at it had pleasi*d th^ l)ivinc ProviSpnee to bless his 
tneasures and arms with success iu several i)arts, and to 
make the cticmies of the nation feel, that tV* strength 
of Great Britain is not to be provoked with impunity: 
that the conquest of the strong fortress of Louisbourg, 
JJ^hh the islands of Cape-yhetou and ^>hn ; the demo- 
lition of Frontcnac, of the highest importance to his o|#- 
lations America, anjHlie reduction of Senejjal, cotdd 
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not .fai'l to bring great distress on the French commerce 
and colonies, and, in proportion, to procure great advan- 
tage to those of Great Britain. He observed, that France 
had also been made sensible, that whilst her forces are 
sent forth to invade and ravage the dominions of her 
neighbours, her own coasts arc not inaccessible to his 
majesty’s fleets and armies-^a truth which she had ex- 
perienced in the den[.olition of the works at Cherbourg, 
erected at a great expense, with a particular view to 
annoy England, as well as in the loss of a great number 
of ships and vessels ; but no treatment, however injurious 
to his majesty, could tempt him to make retaliation on 
the innocent subjects of that crown. He told them, that 
in Germany his^majesty’s good brother the king of Prus- 
sia, and Prince Ferdinand of Brunswick, had found full 
employment for the enemies wf France and her confede- 
rates, from which the English operations, both by sea and 
m America, had derived the most evident advantage: 
their successes, owing, under God, to their able conduct, 
and the bravery of his fhajesty's troops, and those of his 
allies, having been signal and glorious. The king, more- 
over, commanded them to declare, that the common 
cause of liberty and independency was still making noble 
aty*. glorious efforts against the unnatural union formed 
to oppress it : that the commerce of his subjects, the 
source of national riches, bad, by the vigilant protection 
received from his majesty’s fleet, flourished in a manner 
not to paralleled during such troubles: In this state 
of things, be said, the king in bis wisdom, thought it 
unnecessary to use many words tp persuade them to bear 
up against all difficulties, effectually to stand by, and de- 
fend his majesty, vigorously to support the king of Prussia, 
and the rest of bis majesty’s allies, and to exert themselves 
to reduce ^Hbeir enemies to equitable terms of accommo- 
dation. He observecl to the house of commons, that the 
uncommon extent of this war, in different parts, occa- 
sioned it to be igsi%.‘inmouly exflensive: that the king bad 
ordered them to declare to the commons, that he sin- 
cerely lamented, and deeply feh^ for the burdens of his 
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; that the several estimates were ordered to be laiij 
lore tlierii: and ^hat be desired only such supplies as 
should be ri'»juisile to pysh the war with advantage, and 
be ade(piate to the neeessary services. In the last place, 
he assured them, the king took so much satisfaction in 
that good harmony which subsisted among his faithful 
subjects, that it was more proper for liim now to thank 
them for it, than to repeat his exhortation to it: that this 
union, necessary at all times, was more especially so in 
such critical coujunetures; and his majesty doubted not 
i)ul the good effects the nation had found from it would 
be the strongest motives to them to pursue it.— The 
reader will, no doubt, be surprised to find this harangue 
abound with harshness of period and inelegancy of ex- 
))ressiou: he will wonder that, in particularizing the sue- 
cesses (if the year in Amat ica, no mention is made of 
the reduction of fort Du Quesne on the river Ohio; a 
]>lace of great imporlaiiee, both from its strength and 
situation, the erection of which bad been one great motive 
to the war between the two natiiAis : but he will be still 
more surprised to hear it declared from the throne, that 
the operations, both by sea and in America, had derived 
tilt most evident advantage from the war in Germany. 
An assertion the more extraordinary, as the British jii- 
tiistry, in their answer to the Parallel, which we have 
already mentioned, had expressly affirmed, that*' none 
hut such as are unacquainted with the maritime force of 
England can believe, that without a diversion on fjie con- 
tinent, to employ part of the enemy’s force, she is not in 
n condition to hope for success and maintain her supe- 
ritiity at sea. That they must be very ignorant, in- 
<l<'ed, who imagine tha^ the forces oi* England are not 
•'hie to resist those of France unless the latter be hindered 
bom turning all her efforts to the sea.” It as very re- 
markable that the British ministry ^sliould declare that 
the war in Germany was favourable to the English ope- 
rations by sea and in AmOl;ica, and in the same 
breath accuse the French king of having fomented that 
'^‘tr, U f us suppose that France had no war to ijuiintain 
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211 Eurc))c ; and ask in what manner she, in that case, 
would have opposed the progress of *1110 British arms by 
sea and in America ? Her navt was reduced to such a 
condition that it durst not quit her harbours ; her mer- 
chant ships were all taken, her mai'mcrs confined iu 
England, and tb^ sea was covered with British cruisers; 
in these circumstances, what expedients could she have 
contrived for sending supplies and reinforcements to 
America, or for opposing the naval armaments of Great 
Britain in any other part of the world?— None. Without 
ships and mariners, her troops, ammunition, and stores 
were, in this respect, as useless as money to a man ship- 
wrecked on a desolate island. But granting that the 
war in Germanyhad, in some measure, diverted the atteii- 
ifon of the French ministry from the prosecution of their 
operations in America, (andMiis is granting more than 
ought to be allowed,) the question is not, Whether the 
hostilities upon the coiitineht of Europe prevented France 
from sending in a great^umberof troops to Canada; hut 
whfethcr the war iu Germany was either necessary or ex- 
pedient for distressing the French more effectually iu 
other parts of the world? Surely every intelligent man 
of candour must answer in the negative. The expense 
incurred by England for subsidies and armies in the em- 
pire, exceeded tliree millions sterling annually ; and this 
enormous expense, without being able to protect Hanover, 
only served to keep the war alive in different parts of Ger- 
many. I Had one half of this sum been employed in aug- 
menting and extending the naval armaments of Great 
Britain, and in n^inforcing her troops in America, and 
the West-Indies, ^france would! have been, at this day» 
deprived of all her sugar colonies, as well as of her set- 
tlements on the continent of America ; and being ah* 
«)lutely cfH off from these sources of wealth, would have 
jbund it iropracticabie either to gratify her subsidiaries) 
or to maintain ^ch formickble armies to annoy her 
neighbours. T(!ese are truths, which will appear to the 
conviction of the public, when^the illusive spglls of un- 
lubstanlial victory are dissolved, and lime shall have 
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ilispersed the thick mists of prejiulic^ which now seem, 
to ilarkeii and perplex the understanding of the people. 

NEW TREATY WITH THE KING OF PRUSSIA. 

• 

The conduct of the administration was so agreeable 
to l)otb houses of parliament, that in their address to 
the throne they expressed their unshaken zeal and loyalty 
to his majesty’s person, congratulated him on the sue- 
cess of his arms, and promised to support bis measures 
and allies with steadiness and alacrity.^^ It was probably 
in consequence of this assurance that a new treaty 
t^Yeen Great Britain and Prussia was concluded at London 
on the seventh day of December, imp(y1ing. That as 
the burdensome war, in which the king of Prussia is erN 
gaged, lays him under tl/e necessity of making fresh 
efforts to defend himself against the multitude of enemies 
who attack bis dominioits, he is obliged to take new 
measured with the king of England, for their reciprocal 
defence and safety; and bis Brifimnic majesty hath* at 
the same time signified his earnest desire to strengthen 
the friendship stibsisting between the two courts ; and, 
in consequence thereof, to conclude a formal convention, 
for granting to his Prussian majesty speedy and poweilltl 
assistaucc, their majesties have nominated and authorized 
their ministers to concert and settle the following ar- 
ticles:— All formal treaties between the two crowns, par- 
ticularly that signed at Westminster on the iGth^ay of 
January in the year 1756, and the convention of the 11th 
of April ill the year 175|^, are confirmed by the present 
convention of thellth of ^ril in the year 1758, in their 
whole tenor, as if theyb were herein Kiserted word for 
word. The king of Great Britain shall cause to be paid 
London, to such person or persons as shall be Jithorized 
y the king of Prussia for that end, the suni of four mil- 
lions of rix-dollars, raakiug*|ix hundred and seventy thou- 
saiid pounds sterling, at we paymerif, immediately on 
^he exchange of the ratification, if the king of Prussia 
should so fequire. His ^rlissian majesty shall employ the 
• V. Du * 



m HISTORY OF GREAT BRITAIN. Cii. XVI, 

. said sum in su))])ortin^ and augmenting liis forces, wludi 
shall act in such manner as shall be ef the greatest sen vico 
to the common cause, and contribute mobt to tlie mutual 
defence and safety of their said majesties. The king of 
Great Britain, both as king and electee, and the king of 
Prussia, reciprocally bind themselves not to conclude 
with the powers that have taken part in the present war 
any treaty of peace, truce, or other such like convention, 
but by common advice and consent, each expressly includ- 
ing therein the other. The ratiheatiou of the present 
convention shall be exchanged within six weeks, or 
sooner, if possible. In effect, this treaty was np other 
I hau a renewal of the sulwiidy from year to year, because 
it WHS not th(jught proper to stipulate in the first snb- 
fridiary convention an annual supply of such import.'uiue 
uiitlt the war should be terminated, lest the people of 
England should be alarmed at the prospect of such suc- 
cessive burdens^ and the complaisance of the commons 
be ill some future session exhausted. On the whole, tins 
wac perhaps the most Extraordinary treaty that ever was 
concluded; for it contains no specification of articUSi 
except the payment of the subsidy ; every other ariiclc was 
left to the interpretation of his Prussian majesty, 
f. 

SUPPLIES GRANTED. \m 

The parliament, having performed the ceremony o* 
addi'es^es to the throne, immediately proceeded to the 
great work of the supply. The two committees in the 
house of commons were immediately established, and con- 
tinued by adjournments to the month of May, by the 
twenty-third day fcf which all their resolutions were taken. 
They voted sixty thousand men, including fourteen thou- 
sand eigljfrhundrcd and forty-five marines, for the service 
of the ensuing yeai;; and for the operations by laml> » 
body of troops amounting to fifty-two thousand 
hundred and fift^ jree effectlt-e men, besides the auxilia- 
ries of Hanover, Hesse, Brunswick, Saxe-Gotha, and 
Buckebuiirg, to the numher fifty Ihousanif, and five 



(:n. \vi. GKORGE 11. \m--\m. m 

hattiilions on the Irish establishnient in actual service in* 
America and Africa.* Fur the uiaiutenance of the sijity 
thousand men employetFin the sea-service, they granted 
three nnllions one hundred and twenty thousand |)ounds ; 
for the land-forAs, one million two hundred fifty-six 
tliousand one hundred and thirty pounds fifteen shillings, 
and two-pence ; for the charge of the additional five bat- 
talions, forty thousand eight hundred and seventy-nine 
jwunds, thirteen shillings, and nine-pence ; for the pay 
of the general and staff- officers, and hospitals of the land- 
forces, fifty-two thousand four hundred and eighty-four 
pounds, one shilling, and eight-pence ; for maintaining 
the garrisons in the Plantations, Gibraltar, Nova-Scotia, 
Newfoundland, Providence, Cape-Breton^ and Senegal^ 
the sum of seven hundred and forty-two thousand five 
hundred and tbiity-one poutids, five shillings, and seven-. 
]»encc; for the charge of ordnance for land-service, two 
hundred and twenty thousand seven hundred and eighty- 
nine poimds, eleven shillings, audg^une-penee ; for extra- 
ordinary service performed by the same office, and Jot 
I'rovided for by parliament in the course of the preced- 
ing )par, three hundred twenty-three thousand nine hun- 
dred and eighty-seven pounds, thirteen shillings, and 
Ihree-penee; for the ordinary of the navy, including hau- 
pay to sea-officers, two hundred and thirty-eight thou- 
sand four hundred and ninety-one pounds, nine shillings, 
and eight-pence; towards the support of Greenwich- 
hosjdtal, and for the out-pensioners of Chelsea-dllege, 
the sum of thirty-six thousand pounds. They allotted for 
one year’s expense, incuried by the foreign trooj)s in the 
I’ay of Great Britain, one million two huj^red thirty-eight 
thousand one hundred ®id seventy-seven pounds, nine- 
tpvn shillings, and ten-j>ence, over and above sixty thou- 
sand pounds for enabling his majesty to fulfil hi? engage- 
ments with the landgrave of Hesse-Cassel, pursuant to the 
separate article of a new tr^ty concluded between them 
iothe month of January of This currenfjear, stipulating, 
that this sum should be ^aid to bis serene highness in 
orikn* to facilitate the means by which he mig^it^ again 
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‘fix his residence in his own dominions, and by his pre- 
sence give fresh couras'e to his faithRil subjects. Eij^hty 
thousand pounds were granted fdr enabling his majesty to 
discharge the like sum raised in pursuance of an act 
passed in the preceding session, and Vharged upon the 
first aids or supplies to be granted in this session of par- 
liament. The sum of two hundred thousand pounds was 
voted towards the building and repairing ships of war fur 
the ensuing year. Fifteen thousand pounds were allowed 
for improving London bridge; and forty thousand on 
account foi the Foundling-hospital For the charge of 
transports to be employed in the course of the year they 
assigned six hundred sixty seven thousand seven hundrtMl 
and twenty-ouo pounds, nineteen shining’s, and seven- 
pence: fur maintaining the colonies of Nova-Scotia and 
Georgia they l)estowed twentj^-five thousand two hundred 
and tliirty eight pounds, thirteen shillings, and five-pence. 
To replace sums taken from the sinking fund, thirty^ 
three thousand two hundred and fifty two pounds, eight' 
tedn shillings, and ten-pence halfpenny ; for maintaining 
the British forts and settlements on the coast of Africa, 
ten thousand pounds, and for paying off the mortgage on 
an estate devised for the endowment of a professursliii) 
iif the university of Cambridge, the sum of twelve hun- 
dred and eighty pounds. For the expense of the militia 
they voted ninety thousand pounds: for extraordinary 
expenses relating to the land-forces, incurred in the course 
of last' year, and unprovided for by parliatnent, the sum 
of four hundred fifty-six thousand seven hundred ami 
eighty-five pounds, ten shillings, and five-pence three 
farthings. For 0/e pfurchase of certain lands and here- 
ditaments, in oroer to secure tto king’s docks at Ports- 
mouth, Chatham, and Plymouth, they granted thirty-six 
thousanefnine hundred and sixty-six pounds, two shilling) 
and ten-pence. They voted two hundred thousand pounds 
for enabling his majesty to give proper compensation to 
the respective ))n[/vince8 in worth-America, for the rx- 
;)en8es that had been incurred in levying and ipaintaioi'^'I^ 
troops for the service of the public. They granted twenty 



300 


Cn. XVI. GEOROK II. 1727-irGU 

thousand pounds to the East- India company* towards 
enabling them to defray the expense of a military force 
in their settlements: and the same sum was granted for 
carrying on the fortification to secure the harbour of 
Milford. To make good several sums issued by his ma- 
jesty, for indemnifying the inn-holders and victuallers of 
Hampshire for the expenses they had incurred in quarter- 
ing the Hessian auxiliaries in England; fur an addition to 
the salaries of judges, and other less considerable pur- 
poses, they allowed the sum of twenty-six thousand one 
iiundred and seveuty-eight pounds, sixteen shillings, and 
siX'))ence. Finally, they voted one million, u])on accouni, 
fur enabling the king to defray any extraordiitary expense 
of the war, incurred, or to be incurred, /or the service of 
the current year; and to take all such measures as mi{,^it 
he necessary to disappoint tr defeat any enterprises or de- 
signs of his enemies, as the exigency of affairs should re- 
tpiire. The sum of all the grants voted by the com- 
mittee of supply amounted to twelve millions seven hun- 
dred sixty-one thousand three hundred and ten potitids, 
nineteen shillings, and five-jience. 

KING’S MESSAGE TO THE COMMONS. 

• 

The commons were still employed in deliberations on 
ways and means on the twenty-second day of May, when 
Mr. secretary Pitt communicated to them a message from 
the king, couched in these terms: ** His roajestyi relying 
on the experienced Zealand affection of his faithful com- 
mons, and considering tjiat, in this critical conjuncture, 
emergencies may arise, which may b^of the utmost im. 
portance, and be attended with the most pernicious con- 
sequences, if proper means should not immediately be 
applied to prevent or defeat them, is desirot* that this 
house will enable him to defray any extraordinary ex- 
peuses of the war, incurfcd, or to be incurred, for the 
service of the year one thdlisand seve# hundred and fifty- 
nine, and to take all such measures as may be necessary 
to disapjioint or dcfcal *any enterprises or designs of his 
1) D 2 ' 
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.rriemies, aud as the exigencies of aifnirs n>ay require /' 
Tliis message being read, a motion was made, and agioed 
to nm. con. that it should be referred to the committee, 
who forthwith formed upon it the resolution, whereby 
one million was granted, to l)e rais»i by loans or ex- 
chequer bills, chargeable on the first aids that should lie 
given in the next session. This produced a bill enabling 
his msyesty to raise the sum of one million, for the uses 
and purposes therein mentioned, comprehending a clause, 
allowing the Bank of England to advance on the credit of 
the loan therein mentioned any sum not exceeding a 
million, notwithstanding the act of the fifth and sixth 
year in the reign of William and Mary, by which the 
Bank was estaljlisbed. 

BILLS RELATING TO THE DISTILLERY, &c. 

The bills relating solely to the supply being discussed 
and expedited, the house proceeded, as usual, to enact 
Oliver laws for the advantage of the community. Petit ions 
having been presented hy the cities of Bristol and New* 
Sarum, alleging, that since the laws prohibiting the mak* 
ing of low wines and spirits from grain, meal, and flour, 
htCd been in force, the commonalty appeared more sober, 
beaJthjp^ and industrious; representing the ill conse- 
quences which they apprehended would attend the repeal 
of these laws, and theiWore praying their continuance: a 
committee of the whole house resolved that the pro* 
hibitionto export corn should bejcontinued to the twenty* 
fourth day of December, in the^year one thousand seven 
hundred and fifty-nine; subject nevertheless to sucb 
provisions for slmrtening the said term of its continuance 
as should therefore be made by an act of that session, or 
by his mifesty with the advice of his privy-council during 
the recess of parliament; that the act for discontinuing 
the duties upon corn and flo^r imported, or brought in 
as prise, was nof^roper to^e further continued: and 
tliat the prohibitioti to make low wines or spirits from 
any 8or( of grain, meal, or flouVf should be contiiiued to 
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the twenty-fourth day of December, in the year one thou* 
aaiid seven hundred and fifty-nine. Before the bill was 
formed on these resolutions, petitions arrived from Liver- 
pool and Bath, to the same purport as those of Bristol 
and Sarum; while on the other hand, a remonstrance 
was presented by a g^reat number of the malt-distillers of 
the city and suburbs of London, alleging, that it having 
been deemed expedient to prohibit the distilling of spirits 
from any sort of grain to the twenty-fourth day of De- 
cember then instatit, some of the ])etitioner8 had entirely 
ceased to carry on the business of distilling, while others, 
merely with a view to preserve their customers, the com- 
pound distillers, and employ some of their servants, liorses, 
and utensils, bad submitted to carry on t^e distillation of 
spirits from molasses and sugars under great disadvaA- 
tages, in full hope that the* restraint would cease at the 
expiration of the limited time, or at least when the ne- 
cessity which occasioned that restraint should be removed ; 
that it was with great concern they observed a hill would 
he brought in for protracting tSe said prohibition, {ft a 
time when the price of all manner of grain, and particu- 
larly of wheat and barley was considerably reduced, and, 
as they humbly conceived, at a reasonable medium. They 
expatiated on the great loss they, as well as many tradirs 
and artificers, dependents upon them, must sustain in 
case the said bill should be passed into a law. They prayed 
the house to take these circumstances into consideration, 
and either permit them to carry on the distillati(#i from 
Mfheat, malt, and other grain, under such restrictions as 
should be judged necessafy ; or to grant them such other 
relief, in respect of their several losses and incumbrances, 
ns to the house shall seen reasonable aiiS expedient. This 
petition, though strenuously urged by a powerful and 
clamorous body without doors, did not meet gittit encou* 
ragement within. It was ordered tc^ lie upon the table, 
and an instruction was givAi to the committee, empower- 
ing them to receive a clause or claused^o allow tlie trans- 
portation of certain quantities of meal, flour, bread, and 
liiscuit to'tbe islands of, Guernsey and Jersev foi^tbe sole 
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. use of the inhabitants ; and another to prohibit the makiiit,^ 
of low wines and spirits from bran. <Much more attention 
was paid to a petition of several farmers in the eounly 
of Norfolk, representing, that their farms consisted chiefly 
of arable land which produced much«greater quantities 
of corn than could be consumed within that county; that 
in the last harvest there was a great and plentiful crop of 
all sorts of grain, the greatest part of which had by un- 
favourable weather been rendered unfit for sale at Lon- 
don, or other markets for home consumption ; that large 
qiiantities of malt were then lying at Loudon, arising 
chiefly from the crops of barley growing in the year one 
thousand seven hundred and fifty-seven, the sale of whii h 
was stagnated ;r that the petitioners being informed tlie 
house had ordered in a bill to continue the prohibition 
of com exported, they begged leave to observe, Ilut, 
should it pass into a law, it would be extremely prejudicial 
to all, and ruin many farmers of that county, as they 
had olfered their corn for sale at divers ports and markets 
of ■'the said county ; but the merchants refused to buy 
it at any price, alleging its being unfit for the London 
market: the great quantity of corn with which that 
market was already overstocked, and their not being 
aKowed either to export it or make it into malt for ex- 
portation, they therefore prayed this prohibition might 
be removed, or they the petitioners indulged with some 
other kind of relief Although this remonstrance was 
duly sonsidered, the bill passed with the amendments 
because of the proviso, by wbiph his majesty in council 
was empowered to shorten the date of the prohibition 
with respect to t^e exportation of corn during the recess 
of parliament; but the temporary restraint laid upon dis- 
tillation was made absolute, without any such condition, 
to the n^small disappointment and mortification of the 
distillers, who had spared no pains and expense by private 
solicitation, and strenuous dilute in the public papers, 
to recommend tifeir cause ib the favour of the com- 
nmuily» They urged that malt-spirits, when used in 
luodcrafion, far from being prejudicial to the health of 
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individuals were in many damp and marshy j^rts of the 
kingdom absolutely, necessary for preserving the field* 
labourers from agues an(| other distempers produced b} 
the cold and moisture of the climate ; that if they were 
delarred the use 4 )f malt-spirits they would have recourse 
to French hrandy, with which, as they generally reside 
near the sea-coast, the smugglers would provide them 
almost as cheap as the malt-spirits could be afforded : thus 
the increased consumption of French spirit would drain 
the nation of ready money to a considerable amount, and 
prejudice the king’s revenue in the same proportion. 
They observed, that many distillers had already quitted 
that branch of trade and dis[)osed of their materials ; that 
all of them would probably take the same resolutions should 
the bill pass into a law, as no man coufd foresee whan 
the prohibition would cease •should it be continued at a 
time when all sorts of grain abounded in such plenty: that 
the very waste of materials by disuse, over and above the 
lying out of the money, would be of great prejudice to the 
pmprietor: thus the business orastilling, by whicU so 
many families were supported, would be banished from 
the kingdom entirely; especially, as the expense of 
establishing a large distillei^ was so great, that tio man 
Hould choose to employ his money for this purpose, 
ing from experience that some future accidental scarcity 
of corn might induce the legislature to interpose a ruinous 
delay in this branch of business. They affirmed, tliat 
from the excessive use of malt-spirits no good argument 
could be drawn against this branch of traffic no more than 
against any other conveniency of life : that the excessive 
use of common l)eer and’ale was prejudicial to the health 
and morals of the peo]]le, yet no penlbn ever thought of 
putting an end to the practice of brewing, in order to pre- 
vent the abuse of brewed liquors. They urgedr^hat in all 
parts of Great Britain there are some parcels of land that 
produce nothing to advance but a course kind of barley 
called big, which, though neither fit.Jor brewing nor for 
taking, may nevertheless be used in the distillery, and is 
accordingfly purchased h^ those concerned in this branch 
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.at such all enc()urag;in«j price, as enables many farmers lo 
pay a higher rent to their landlords than they could olht r- 
wise afford : that there are evtr] year some parcels of all 
sorts of grain so damaged by unseasonable weather, or other 
accidents, as to be rendered altogetbci''unfit for bread or 
brewery, and would prove a very great misfortune to tlic 
farmer, if there was no distillery, for the use of which lie 
could sell his damaged commodity. They asserted, that 
malt-spirits were absolutely necessary for prosecuting some 
branches of foreign commerce, jiarticularly the trade to 
the coast of Africa, for which traffic no assortment could 
be made up without a lai^e quantity of geneva, of which 
the natives arc so fond, that they will not traffic with any 
merchant who ^has not a considerable quantity, not only 
fOrsale, but also fur presents to their chiefs and rulers: 
that the merchants of Gre&t Britain must either have 
this commodity of their own produce, or import it at a 
great national expense from Holland : that the charge of 
this importation, together with the duties payable u))on it, 
some part of which is not to be drawn back on exportation, 
will render it impossible for the tradeis to sell it so cheap 
on the coast of Africa as it might be sold by the Dutcli, 
who are the great rivals of Great Britain in this branch 
of <bommerce. To these arguments,, all of which were 
plausible, and some of them unanswerable, it was replied, 
that malt-spirits |might be considered as a fatal and be- 
witching poison, which had actually debauched the minds, 
and en(|rvated the bodies of the common people, to a very 
deplorable degree ; that, without, entering further into a 
comparison between the use and^abuse of the two liquors, 
beer and geneva, it would be sufficient to observ'c, that 
the use of beer and^ale had produced none of those dreadful 
effects which were the consequences of drinking geneva; 
and siuce<Khe prohibition of the distillery of maltspirits 
had taken place, tha common people were become appii- 
rently more solver, decent, bjfalthy, and industrious: » 
circumstance suffidfent to indiAie the legislature not only 
to intermit, but even totally to abolish the practice of dis- 
tillation,jWhicb has ever Iveen productive of such iutoxii a- 
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tion, riot, disorder, and distemper, among; the fower clasi 
«)l the ))e()|)lc, as mi*;ht be deemed the greatest evils inci- 
ilent to a well-regulated commonwealth. Their assertion 
with respect to the coarse kind of barley, called big, was 
contradicted as a ieviation from truth, inasmuch as it was 
used in making malt, as well as in making bread : and 
with respect to damaged corn, those who understood the 
nature of grain aifirmed, that it was spoiled to such a 
degree as to lie altogether unfit for either of these pur- 
{Hises, the distillers would not purchase it at such a price 
as would iiidcmnify the farmer for the charge of threshing 
and carriage; for the distillers are very sensible, tlmt 
their gieat profit is derived from their distilling the malt 
made from the best barley, so that the ^increase of the 
produce far exceeded in proportion the advance of tlje 
price. It was not, however, <in easy matter to prove that 
(he distillation of malt-spirits was not necessary to an ad- 
uintageous prosecution of the commerce on the coast of 
Guinea, as well as among the Indians in some parts of 
North America. Certain it is, t’llat in these branchei of 
traffic, the want of geneva may be supplied by spirits 
distilled from sugars and molasses. After all, it must be 
Owned, that the good and salutary effects of the prohibition 
were visible in every part of the kingdom, and no evil 9U- 
sequence ensued, except a diminution of the revenue in 
this article : a consideration which, at all times, ought to 
be sacrificed to the health and morals of the people: nor 
will this consideration be found of any gn'at jyeight, 
when we reflect that thejess the malt spirit is drunk, the 
greater quantity of beer and ale will be consumed, and 
the produce of the dutiet and excise upon the brewery 
be augmented accordingly. ' * 

In the mean tiihe, all sorts of grain continuing to fall 
in price, and great plenty appearing in every pn^t of the 
kingdom, the justices of the peace| and of the grand 
juries, assembled at the general quarter sessions of the 
peace, held for the counsy of Norf|lk, composed and 
presented to the house of commons, in the beginning of 
f'ebrnary,*a petition, representing, that the weather prov. 
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'I'Dg unfavourable in the harvest, fjreat part of the harh-y 
raised in that county was much dama^d, and rendered 
unfit for any other use than thaf of being made into malt 
fur exportation ; that unless it should be speedily manu- 
factured for that purpose, it would be eiStirely spoiled, and 
perish in the hands of the growers; a loss that must be 
very sensibly felt by the land-owners; they, therefore, en- 
treated that leave might he given for the exportation of 
malt; and that they might be favoured with such further 
relief, as to the house should seem just and reasonable. 
In consequence of this petition, the house resolved itself 
into a committee, to deliberate upon the subject ; and as it 
appeared, upon examination, that the price of grain was 
reduced very lorv, and great abundance diffused through 
tlie kingdom, they resolved, that the continuance of that 
part of the act prohibiting the exportation of grain, ought 
to be abridged and shortened, and the exportation of these 
commodities allowed, under proper regulations, with re- 
spect to the time of sufh exportation, and the allowance 
of Counties thereupon. A bill being founded on these reso- 
lutions, was discussed, and underwent several ameud- 
inents: at length it was sent with a new title to the lords, 
who passed it without further alteration, and then it ob- 
taified the royal sanction, 

While this affair was under the deliberation of the com- 
mittee, the commons unanimously issued an order for 
leave to bring in a hill to continue, for a limited time, the 
act of^ast session, permitting the importation of salted 
beef from Ireland into Great BrrLain, with an instructic n 
to receive a clause extending this permission to all sorts 
of salted pork, or j^og-meat, as the officers of the custom' 
house bad refused to admit hams from I, reland to an entry. 
The bill likewise received another considerable alteration, 
importinU That, instead of the duty of one shilling and 
three-pence, charged by the foper act on every hundred 
weight of salted beef or pork imported from Ireland, which 
was found not ad^uate to tbe duty payable for such a 
quantity of salt as is requisite, to be used in cpring 
salting t^iyreofi and to prevent at well the expense to the 
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levenne, as the detriment and loss which would accrue fo 
the owner and importer, from opening the casks in which 
the provision is generally deposited, with the pickle or 
brine proper for preserving the same, in order to ascer- 
tain the net w^ght of the provision liable to the said 
duties ; for these reasons it was enacted, That from and 
after the twenty-fourth day of last December, and during 
the continuance of this act, a duty of three shillings and 
four-pence should be paid upon importation for every 
barrel or cask of salted beef or pork containing thirty-two 
gallons; and one shilling and three-pence for every hun- 
dred weight of salted beef, called dried beef, dried neats- 
toiigues, or dried hog-meat| and so in proportion for any 
greater or lesser quantity. * * 

REGULATIONS WITH RESPECT TO PRIVATEERS. 

Repeated complaints having been made to the govern- 
ment by neutral nations, esj>ec;all|r the Dutch, that tl^ir 
J>lups had been plundered, and their crews maltreated by 
some of the English privateers, the legislature resolved to 
provi<le effectually against any such outrageous practices 
for the future: and with this view the commons ord^d 
A hill to be brought in for amending and explaining an 
5>ct of the twenty-ninth year of his late majesty’s reign, 
intituled, “ An act for the encouragement of seamen, and 
more speedy and effectual manning of his majesty’s navy.” 
While the committee was employed in perusing cAnniis- 
sions and papers relating to private ships of war, that they 
might be fully acquaintedi with the nature of the subject, 
a considerable number of merchants ami others, inhabit- 
mg (he islands of GyemseJ and Jersey, presented a 
In the house, alleging, that the inhabitants of thow islands, 
'^hich lie in the British channel, within sight of the French 
coast, had now, as well as in-former wihs, embarked their 
fortunes in equipping small jrivateers, which used to run 
close with the French snore, and hling disguised like 
fishing boats, had not only, taken a considerable number 
of prizes, to the great awnoyance of the enemy;|lAit also 

VoL.V. Kk 
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ff^tained material inte]li«'enoc of their designs on many 
important oeeasions ; that these services could not be per- 
formed hy large vessels, which dii.rst not api)n>aeh .so near 
the coast, and indeed could not appear without giving 
the alarm, which was communicated frt<m place to place 
by appointed signals. Being informed that a hill was 
depending, in order to prohibit privateers of .small burden, 
they declared that such a law, if extended to privatoers 
equipped in those islands, would ruin such as had invested 
their fortunes in small privateers, and not oidy deprne 
the kingdom of the before-meutiuned advantages, but ex- 
pose Great Britain to infinite prejudice from the small 
armed vessels of France, which the enemy, in tliat case, 
could pour abrpad over the whole channel, to the great 
annoyance of navigation and commerce. They prayed, 
therefore, that such privateers as ludonged to the islands 
of Guernsey and Jersey might be wholly excepted from tin* 
penalties contained iu the bill, or that they (the petitioners) 
might be heard hy th^r counsel, and be indulged with 
sudh relief as the bouse should judge expedient. This re* 
presentation being referred to the consideration of tlie 
committee, produced divers amendments to the bill, which 
at length obtained the royal assent, and contained these 
refulations: That, after the first day f)f January in the 
present year, no commission should be granted to a pri- 
vateer in Europe under the burden of one hundred tons, 
the force of ten carriage guns, being three-pounders or 
above/twilh forty men at the least, unless the lords of the 
admiralty, or persons authorizet^ by them, should think 
fit to grant the same to any sbip^f inferior force or burden, 
the owners thereof giving such bail or security as shotdd 
be prescribed; that the lords ofithe admiralty might at 
any time revoke, by an order in writing under their hands, 
any cotrtfinssion granted to a privateer ; this revocation 
being sultject to an appeal to bis majesty in couiicilt 
whose determination should^ final: that, previous to 
the granting any femmission/the persons proposing to 
bound, and give security, should severally make oath of 
their bfing respectively worth nyjre money than the sum 
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Inr wliich they were then to be l»ouiul, over ainf above tlif 
pavineitt of all theii just debts: that persons appl^inj; for 
such coiiuuissioQS shouVi nuike application in wnliug, 
<111(1 therein set forth a particular and exact description 
ot the vessel, speJifyiiig the burden, and the number and 
nature of the gunsoti board, to what place belonging, as 
well as trie name or names of the principal owner or 
owners, and the mimlHT of inen; these particulars to be 
inserted in the coinmission; and every commander to prO' 
(luce such commission to the custom-house officer who 
should examine the vessel, and, finding her answer the 
description, give a certificate thereof gratis, to be deemed 
a necessary clearance, without which the commaudet 
sliould not depart : that if, after the first-day of July, any 
captain of a privateer should agree for the ransom of afly 
neutral vessel, or the cargot or any part thereof, after it 
should have been taken as prize, and in pursuance of such 
agri'emcnt should actually discharge such prize, he should 
be deemed guilty of piracy; but that with respect to con- 
traband inercliaiulise, he might fake it on board his »wn 
shi|), with the consent of the commander of the neutral 
lessd, and then set her at lilierly; and that no ]iersoii 
should purloin or embezzle the said merchandise before 
condemnation : that no judge, or other person beloiipn" 
to any court of admiralty, should be concerned in any pri- 
vateer: that owners of vessels, not being under fifty, oi 
alxive one hundred tuns, whose eoromissioiis are dcclarei' 
void, should be iudemniried for their loss by thc^puhlic 
tliat a court of oyer aut|, terminer, and gaol delivery, foi 
the trial of ofl'eiiccs committed within the jurisdiction o' 
the admiralty, should l/c held twice a-ycar in the Old- 
Hailey at London, or in such other placjf within England a< 
tile boanl of adfkiirally should apixilnt: that the judgt 
of any court of admiralty, after an appeal inte^iosed, a' 
well as before, should, at the reqnyst of the captor oi 
claimant, issue an order 1 ^ appraising the caplun*, whei 
the parties do not agree upon the val|C, and an iiiveutop 
to he taken; then exact security for the full value, am 
• mst th^ capture to Ijc delivered to the person giving sucl 
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security: 6ut, should objection be made to the takiiisj 
such security, the j.udge should at «t.he request of either 
party, order such merchandise tp be entered, landed, and 
sold at public auction, and the produce be deposited at 
the Bank, or in some public securities: and in case uf 
security being given, the judge should grant a pass in 
favour of the capture. Finally, the force of this act was 
limited to the duration of the then war with France only. 
This regulation was very clearly demonstrated, that wh.it- 
ever violences might have been committed on the ships uf 
neutral nations, they were by no means countenanced Iiy 
the legislature, or the body of the people. 

;^EW MILITIA LAW.S. 

I 

Every circumstance relatkig to the reformation of the 
marine, must be an important object to a nation whose 
wealth and power de[>end upon navigation and commerce : 
but a consideration of equal weight was the establishment 
of the militia, which, notwithstanding the repeated endea> 
vours of the parliament, was found still incomplete, and 
in want of further assistance from the legislature. His 
majesty having, by the chancellor of the exchequer, rc< 
cov.mended to the house the making suitable provision fur 
defraying the charges of the militia during the current 
year, the accounts of the expense already incurred by this 
establishment were referred to the committee of supply, 
who, ^fter having duly perused them, resolved, that 
ninety thousand pounds should j;ie granted on account, 
towards defraying the charges of pay and clothing fur the 
militia, from the last day of the* last year to the twenty- 
fifth day of March^ in the year one thousand seven hun- 
dred and sixty, and for repaying a sunf advanced by 
king for ^is service. Leave was given to bring in one bid 
pursuant to this re|olution, and another to enforce the 
' execution of the laws relatingjt,o the militia, remove cer- 
tain difficulties, prevent tb? inconveniencies by whicli 
it might be attended. So intent were the majority on 
both gidys upon this national m£;|sure, that ihejf not only 
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f.urifil both bills lo the throne, where they received the 
joy a] assent, but they j)resen(ed an address to the king, 
dcsiriiig that his majesty would give directions to his lieu- 
tenants of the several counties, ridings, and places in 
England, to use ^heir utmost diligence and attention for 
carrying into execution the several acts of parliament re- 
htliiig to the militia. Tly this time all the Individuals that 
constituted the representatives of the people, except such 
as actually served in the army, were become very well 
disposed towards this institution. Those who really wislicd 
w<‘ll to thrir country had always exerted themselves in its 
l.ivour ; and it was ih)w likewise espoused by those who 
ioresaw that the cstabliihment of a national militia would 
enable the administration to send the greater number of 
rc{^nlar troops to fight the battles of Germany. Yet biftv 
/c.iloiis soever the legisUturfc might be in promoting this 
institution, and notwithstanding the success with which 
many )iat riots exerted their endeavours through dilferent 
parts of the kingdom, in raising and disciplining the mi- 
litia, it was found not only dilftcmt, but almost imprdcti- 
cable, to execute the intention of the parliament in some 
particular counties, where the gentlemen were indolent 
ami enervated, or in those places where they looked upon 
tbeir commander with contempt. Even Middlesex illclf, 
when; the king resides, was one of the last counties in 
which the militia could be arrayed. In allusion to this 
backwardness, the preamble or first clause in one of the 
present acts imported, that certain counties, ridi^, and 
places in England had made some progress in establishing 
v^he militia, without completing the same, and that, in 
certain other counties,* little progress bad been made 
therein, his majesty's lieutenants and the deputy-lieu- 
tenants, and all fithers within such counties or districts, 
were therefore strictly required speedily and diligently to 
put these acts in execution. The truth is, wune of these 
unwarlike commanders failed through ignorance and in-* 
activity*, others gave, ot* offered (fmmissions to such 
people as threw a ridicule and contempt upon the whole , 
(!^ablibhment, and cou.v?qiu*ntly hindered many gjpntlemen 
E F 3 • 
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of worth, Spirit, and capacity, from engaging in the ser- 
vice. The mutiny- hi 11, and that for the regulation of llic 
marine-forces while on shore, )>^ssed through the usual 
forms, as annual measures, without any dispute or alter- 
Llion. [<Se« note K, at flte end of this 4iW.] 

ACT FOR THE RELIEF OF DEBTORS REVIVED. 

A COMMITTEE having been appointed to enquire what 
laws were expired, or near expiring, and to report their 
opinion to the house touching the revival or continuation 
of these laws, they agreed to several resolutions; in con- 
sequence of which the following bills were brought in, and 
enacted into laws ; namely, an act for regulating the lastagc- 
Bud ballastage of the river Thames; an act for continuing 
the law relating to the punishflient of persons going armed 
or disguised; an act for continuing several laws near 
expiring ; an act concerning the admeasurement of coals ; 
an act for the relief of debtors, with respect to the im- 
prisonment of their persons. This last was almost totally 
metamorphosed by alterations, amendments, and addi- 
tions, among which the most remarkable were these : that 
where more creditors than one shall charge any prisoner in 
execution, and desired to have him detain^ in prisou, 
they shall only respectively pay him each such weekly 
sum, not exceeding one shilling and six-pence per week, 
as t^ court, at the time of bis being remanded, sliall 
direct :fthat if any prisoner, described by the act, shall 
remain in prisou three months ^fter being committed, 
any creditor may compel him to give into court, upon 
oath, an account of his real ana personal estate, to be 
disposed of for the^ benefit of hisrcreditors, they consent- 
ing to his being dtschai^ed. Why tbeWmanity of this 
taw wasiwonfined to tbos^ prisoners only who are not 
charged in executiomwith any debt exceeding one hundred 
'pounds cannot easily be conceited. A man who, through 
unavoidable misforf '.nes, hath ^unk from affluence to mi- 
I teiy and indigence, is generally a greater object of compas- 
sion thap he who never knew delicacies off life, nor 
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(‘\er enjoyed credit sufficient lo contract dci)t-? to any 
considerable amount ; yet tbe latter is by this law cntitlAI 
to his discharge, or at least to a mainti'iiance in prison ; 
while the former is left !o starve in gaol, or undergo per- 
petual imprisonment amidst all the horrors of misery, if 
he owes above one hundred |)Ounds to a revengeful and 
unrelenting creditor. Wherefore, in a country, the peojile 
of which justly picjue themselves upon charily and bene- 
volence, an unhappy fellow-citizen, reduced to a state of 
bankruptcy by unforeseen losses in trade, should be su!)- 
jeeted to a punishment, which, of all others, must be 
the most grievous to a frcelHirn Hriton, namely, the entire 
loss of liberty; a punishment which the most flagrant 
crime can hardly deserve in a nation that disclaims the * 
torture; for, doubtless, perpetual imprisonment must Ire 
a torture infinitely more sevjpre than death, because pro- 
tracted through a scries of years spent in misery and 
despair, without one glimmering ray of hope, without the 
most distant prospect of deliverance? Wherefore tbe 
legislature should extend its huiftauity to those only yrho 
are the least sensible of the benefit, because tbe must 
able to struggle iiuder misfortune ? and wherefoi-e many 
valuable individuals should, for no guilt of their owu, be 
nut only ruined to themselves, but lost to the eoimfiu- 
nity ? are questions which we eaunot resolve lo the satis- 
faction of the reader. Of all imprisoned debtors, those who 
are confined for large sums may be deemed the most 
wretched and forlorn, l)ecause they have gcuerallj fallen 
fi'om a sphere of life where they had little ac(iuaintance 
with necessity, and were altogether ignorant of the arts 
by which the severities of indigence are alleviated. On 
the other hand, those of the lower class%f mankind, whose 
debts are small iif proportion to the narrowness of their 
former credit, have not the same delicate feelings of cala- 
mity. They are inured to hardship, ^and accustomed to 
Ihe labour of their hatidsl^ by which, even in a prison, • 
they can earn a subsistenoe. Their reverse of fortune ia 
not so great, nor the transition so afiecting. Their sen- ^ 
nations are not delicate; nor are they, like their betters 
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mi&loi I’iiiic, cut off from hope, vvliicli is the wretch's 
last comiurl. It is the iiiait of sentiment atul sensibility, 
who, ill this situation, is uvcrwh(;liiu‘il with a complication 
of misery and ineffable distress. The mortification of his 
pride, his ambition blasted, his famil^i undone, himseli 
deprived of liberty, reduced from opulence to extreme 
want, from the elegancies of life to the most s(|ualid and 
frightful scenes of poverty and affliction ; divested of com- 
fort, destitute of hope, and doomed to linger out a 
wretched being in the midst of insult, violence, riot and 
uproar; these arc reflections so replete with horror, 
to render him, in all respects, the most miserable object 
on the face of the earth. He, alas ! though possessed of 
talents that might have essentially served and even 
adorned society, while thus restrained in prison, and 
affected in mind, can exert no faculty, nor stoop to any 
condescension, by which the horrors of his fate might he 
assuaged. He scorns to execute the lowest offices of 
menial serxices, particularly in attending those who are 
the objects of contempt or abhorrence : he is ineapalile 
of exercising any mechanic art, which might afford a 
happy though a scanty independence. Shrunk^ithin his 
dismal cell, surrounded by haggard poverty, and her gaunt 
attendants, hollow-eyed famine, shivering cold, and wan 
disease, he wildly casts bis eyes around; he secs (lie 
tender partner of his heart weeping in silent woe; he 
hears his helpless babes clamorous for susteuance; he 
feels h^self the importunate cravings of luiniaii nature, 
whiieh he cannot satisfy; and ^oans with all the com* 
plicated pangs of internal anguish, horror, and despaii* 
These are not the fictions of idld’ fancy, but real pictures, 
drawn from naluA;, of which aliposl every prison in Eiii;' 
land will afford but too many originals.* 

BILLS FOR THE .IMPORTATION OF IRISH BEhF 
AND TA/XDW. 

A WONG Other new measures, a successful attempt 
made in favour of Irelaiid,*by h^bill, permittiug the fi'ce 
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importation of cattle from that kinj^dom fof a limited 
time. This, however, was not carried through both 
houses without consideri|ible opposition, arising from the < 
particular interests of certain counties and districts in 
several parts of iGreat Britain, from whence petitions 
against the bill were transmitted to the commons. Divers 
artifices were also used within doors to saddle the bill 
with such clauses as might overcharge the scheme, and ' 
render it odious or alarming to the public: but the prot , 
motors of it being aware of the design, conducted it in 
such a manner as to frustrate all their views, and convey 
it safely to the throne, where it was enacted into a law. 
The like success attended another effort in behalf of 
our fellow-subjects of Ireland. The bill for the im|)ort- ’ 
ation of Irish cattle was no sooner ordered to be brought 
in, than the house proceedail to take into consideration 
the duties then payable on the importation of tallow 
from the same kingdom ; and several witnesses being ex- 
amined, tbe committee agreed to a resolution, that these 
duties should cease and determiife for a limited time.* A 
bill being formed accordingly, passed through both houses 
without Opposition, though in the preceding session a 
bill to the same purpose had miscarried among the peers: 
a miscarriage probably o^iug to their being unacquainted 
with the sentiments of his majesty, as some of the duties 
U|)on tallow -constituted part of one of the branches ap- 
propriated for the civil list revenue. This objection, 
liowever, was obviated in the case of the present bill, 
l)y the king’s message t^ the house of commons, signify- 
ing his majesty’s consent, as far as his interest was con- 
cerned in the affair. B;f this new act the free importa- 
tion of Irish tallow permitted fA* the term of five 
years. ii 

In the month of February lire commons pre^^ted an 
address to bis majesty requesting that ^e would give direc- 
tions for laying before thi^bousc an account of what had • 
licen done, since the beginning of lasj year, towards se- 
^■uring the harbour of Milford, in pursuance of any di- , 
Actions from his majesty.* These accounts being yerused, 
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ftMcllhe king iiaving, tiy the elianeellnr of the exehequei, 
exhorted them to make provision foi* fortifying (he said 
harbour, a hill was ])ronght iu^o explain, amend, and 
render more efleeiual, the act of the last session relating 
to this subject j and, passing throngh^both houses, re- 
ceived the royal asst^nt witlumt opposition. By this act 
several (Migineeis were added to the commissioners for- 
merly appointed; and it was ordained that fortifications 
should be erected at Peter-eliureb-point, Westlaiiyoii- 
poiiit, and Nevlaiid-])oiiit, as being the most proper and 
best situated places for fortifying tins interior parts of 
the Imrlwur. It was also enact (‘d, that t he commissioners 
should upptunt proper secretaries, clerks, assistants, ami 
other officers, |j(>r carrying the two arts into execution, 
ahd that an aci-ount of the application of the money should 
he laid before parlianietit, 'within twenty days of the 
opening of every session. What next attracted the at- 
tention of (he house was an affair of the utmost import- 
ance to the commerce of the kingdom, which ctiually 
affected the interest oi the nation, and the character 
of tlie natives. In the latter end of February complaint 
was made to the house, that, since the commeucemeut 
of the war, an infamous traffic had been set on foot l)y 
fiorft merchants of London, of importing French elotlis 
into several ports of the Levant, on account of Briti>li 
subjects. Five pei-sons Were sumnmned to attend the 
house, and the fact was fully proved, not only by their 
evidenr, but also hy some papers submitted to the hou^e 
by the Turkey company. A hiU was imntediately con- 
trived for putting a stop to this scandalous practice, re- 
citing in the preamble, that such traffic w<is not only a 
nuiniiest discouragemcMit and prrjinlice to the woollen 
manufactures of Great Britain, but af>o a relief to the 
enemy, consequence of which they were enabled to 
maintain the war af^inst these kingdoms. 

‘ I’he next object that empAyed the attention of the 
commons was to 0|inlain and *aineiid a law made in the 
last session for granting to his majesty several rates and 
» duties upon offices and pensions.*' .Tlir directions* specified 
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in the former act for thi*. imposition having been 

fouml iueonvpuieiit in many reR))ects, new regulations 
were now established, importing, that those deductions 
should be paid into the liands of receivei's appointed by 
the king for that jiiirpose ; that all sums deducted under 
this ai t should he accounted for to such receivers, and 
till.* accounts audited and passed by them, and nut by 
the auditors of the im)>pess, or of the exchequer: that 
all disputes relating to the collection of this duty should,^ 
he finally, and in a summary way, determined by the 
liarons of the exchequer in England and Scotland respec- 
tively : that the commissioners of the land-tax should fix 
and ascertain the sum total or amount of the ))erquisites 
of every ^office and employment within their respective ' 
distiicts, distinct from the salary there&nto belonging, 
to be deducted under the sa^d act, independently of any 
tormer valuation or assessment of the same to the land- 
tax; and should rate or assess all offices and employ- 
ments, the perquisites whereof should be found to exceed 
tlic sum of one hundred pounds p^ annum, at one shilling 
lor every twenty thence arising ; that the receivers should 
transmit to the ci'mmissioners in every district where any 
olfice or employment is to be assessed, an account of 
such officers ami employments, that upon being certj|ied 
of the truth of their amount they might be rated and as- 
sessed accordingly ; that in all future assessments of the 
land-tax the said offices and employments should not 
be valued at higher rates than those at which tlnj^ were 
assessed towards the land-tax of the thlrty-fii’st year of 
fhc present reign ; that the word perquisite should be 
understood to mean such profits of offices and employ- 
ments as arise from fees established custom or autho- 
rity, and pay ablci either by the crown or the subjects, 
in consideration of business done in the cour^uf exe- 
cuting such offices and employments ; and that a com- 
missioner possessed of anj{ office or employment might 
not interfere in the executipn of the said act, except in 
'vhat might relate to his own employment. By the four 
last clauses several salaries were exempted from the pay. 
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ifientuf this duty. The ubjcctioiis nuule without doors to 
this new law were the accession of pecuniary iiiduence to 
the crown, by the creation of a' new office and oflirers, 
whereas this duty niij^ht have been easily collected and 
received by the commissioners of the la^d*tax already ap- 
pointed, and the inconsistency that appeared between the 
fifth and scveiitli clauses : in the former of these the 
eommissiuners of the laud-taK were vested with li? 
power (»f assessing the pewiuhites of every office within 
their respective districts, independent of any former valu- 
ation or assessment of the same to the land-tax ; and by 
the latter, they are restricted from assessing any offu’e 
at a higher rate than that of the thirty-first year of the 
reign of Georgeill. 

In the beginning of Marchjpetilions were offered to the 
house by the merchants of Bii'iningham, in Warwickshire, 
and Sheffield, in Yorkshire, specifying that the toy trade 
of these and many other towns consisted generally of 
articles in which gold ai'd silver might be said to be ma- 
uulactured, though in a small pro[>ortion, inasmuch as 
the sale of them depended upon slight ornaments of gold 
and silver : that by a clause passed in the last session of 
parliament, obliging every person who should sell goods 
or Safes in which any gold or silver was manufactured 
to take out an annual license of forty shillings, they 
the petitioners were laid under great difficulties and dis- 
advantages : that not only the first seller, but every per- 
son thfough whore bands the goods or wares passed 
the consumer, was required to tf.ke out the said license ; 
they therefore requested that th^ house would take these 
hardships and ineq^'alities into consideration, and indulge 
them with reasonable relief. The conjmittee, to which 
this affair was referred, having resolved that this impo- 
sition w.f? found detrimental to the toy and cutleiy trade 
of the kingdom, th^ house agi^eed to the resolution, and 
a bill being prepared, under ‘the title of “ An act to 
amend the act madf^ in the Iasi session, for repealing the 
duty granted by an act of the s^xth year of th^ reign of 
his late majesty, on silver plate, »and for granting a duty 
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{ ;i liroiirw to be t,iK<‘n <!ut by all jtersons iloarfli**- in jcoM 
"i’.vir |>lal<s” V® niuftj'd into a law by tla* t\iy«il 
siitclioii. li) lliis ihwv ri»ulatiiHi, suiull of 

ai!(l hibor plaU' were allowvd t(» ba sold without 
Ik'i'TIM’. 1 iisU'jul^ji’ t he duty bclore pay able upon liei'iisos, 
.iiothcr v.a«i {'nulled, to be taken out liy eeitaiii dealers 
ill t'oid and silver plate, pawnbrokers and refiners. This 
..Han' t ein*; ili^f'Us.s»d, the house took into consideration 
tlu' claims oi the proprietors of laridfi pureha.scd fop tlu;,^ 
better secnnn!( of hi-* ulajtNty’s docks, .shijis, and stores 
.it t.hathani, Poil-moiith, and 1‘lynionth; ainl for better 
ibitifyiiij* the town of PortMiiontb, and citadel of IHy- 
montii, in pur.-*uance of an act passed in the last sesbioii. 
We h.'U’e already sjteeified the Him g'l anted for this pur- ‘ 
{•'■sc, in coihcqi'cnce of a rc'-olntioii of llie house, nptm 
niiich a In'l bclni; founded, ‘■^lo:) pas.sed into aliiw without 
''j'JMNtioil.'^ 

In the uendh of April a bill was brought in for the 
core eludu.il I'reu-nliiif; the fr.mlnieiit importation of 
'anibrhs-, an,! while it wa.s ntifler delila-ration sev^tral 
".icichants and wbuh''Mile drapers of the dty of London 
presc'tittd a petition, rejireseiitini;; thejjiievancestowhK'h 
they, and many tluni'and of other triuhr'S, woidd be 
Hihjeeled, should tiic bill, as it then stood, be pas'ed^itu 

law. Aecovdini; to their fiijuest, they were beard by 
their eoun.-cl on tlie incriLs ot thi.s rcinoublranee, and 
Some ameiidineiil.^ were made to the bill in their lavour. 
At length it received the royal assent, and betanijj a law 
to the following elfeetj, It eiiacb’d, that no cainhric,s, 
f lench lawns, or linens of this kind, usually entered 
ntiiler the dencniiinaiioii^of cambrics, should he imjU'rted 
after the lir-.t day of next August, lAt in bales, ciises, 
or boxes, c(n(-reil with sackcloth or canvas, (‘(mtainiiig 
laeh one hundred whole jiieces, or two hnni;l|Ued half 
pieces, on penalty of forfeiting the wl^ole : that cambrics 
■md Freiicb lawns should bo imported for exporuuioii • 
only, lodged ill tlie king s *van‘hou-rs. and delivered out 
under like security and restrielioiis aS prohibited East- 
India niiiA'chandise ; am^ on importation, pay only thv 
VoL, V. * F F 
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hylf siihsuiy: that all caiahrios and Frfiirh lawns in the 
custody of any ju isoih shiudd be d<*pnil(Ml, by the first ol 
Aupist, in the kind’s warehouses, the bonds tlufreupoii 
be dtdivered up, and the drawback on ex])ortation paid; 
yet the goods should not be delivered gut again but fur 
exportatiosi ; that cambrics and French lawns exposed to 
.sale, or found in the po.sscssion of private persons, {liter 
the ssiid day, should be lorfeited, and liable to be searched 
i^or, and seized, in like manner as other prohibited and 
uncustomed goods arc; and the offender should forfeit 
two hundr('d pounds over and above all other peiudties 
ami forfeitures inflicted by any former act : tbiit if any 
doubt should ari.se concerning the species or (juahty of 
the goods, or the place where they were manufactured, 
tfie proof sboufd lie on the owner: linally, that the pe- 
nalty of five pounds inttictcd/liy a former act, {ind payable 
to the informer, on any person that should wear any 
camliric or French lawns, should still remain in force, 
and lie recoviTJible, on conviction, by oath of one witnes.s, 
licftire one justice of thV peace.— The last successful hill 
which this session tiroduced, was that relating to the 
aiignicntatioii of the salaries of the judge.s in his raajesty’h 
superior courts of justice. Amotion having been made 
forf.n in.'structiou to the committee of .supply, to consider 
of the said augmentation, the chancellor of the exchequer 
acquainted the house that this augmentation was recom- 
mended to them by his majesty, Nevertheless, the motion 
was oj^)08ed, and a warm debate ensued. At length, how- 
ever, being earned in the aginative, the committee 
agreed to certain resolutions, on which a hill was founded. 
\V lule it remained under discutsion, a motion was made 
for ‘ail instruetioif to the comujittee, that they should 
have power to receive a clause or clauses for restrainini; 
the judge's, comprehended within the provisions of the hill, 
from receiving any; fee, gift, present, or entertainment, 
from any city, town, borougt, or corporation, or from 
any sheriff, gaoler,|jOr other oHieer, upon their several re- 
spective circuits, mid from taking any gratuity from any 
ofiice ox officer of any of the‘ courts of law.' Another 
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motion was maile, for a rl.iiiM* nstr.alning such 
haroiis, and justicus, as woiv coinprolicnded within the 
jirovisions of the bill, fiudni interfilin':, othirwiso than by 
^viii!^ their own voles, in any election of inernhers to 
sene m parliament; hut both these proposals, being: put 
to llio vote, were carm-d in the «(’f;‘:\tive. 'rhese two 
motion-, being: ovi-r-ruled by the majority, the bill umler- 
WMii some amendments ; and having: passed through both 
houses in the ordinary course, was cnacieii into a law bv 
the royal sanction. With respect to the im[»ort of this 
act, it is no other than the estahlisliinent of tli(‘ several 
stamp-duties, applied to the augmentation; and the ap- 
propriation of tlieir produce in such a manner, that the 
crown cannot alter the apjdieation of the sums thus 
granted in parliament. But on this oeeasion, no atteulpt 
was made m favour of tha independency of the judges, 
which scorns to have been invaded by a late iuterpretation 
of, or r.itlnr by a deviation from, the ;ut (d* settlement; 
in which Ic h expiissly onlaiuei^ that the eommissimis of 
the judges should continue in bm-e (juamtHu se bene^ges^ 
serint: that their salaries should he fixed, and none of 
them removeahle hut by an address of both houses of par- 
liament. It was then, without all doubt, the intention 
of the legislature that every judge should enjoy his#ffice 
during life, unless convicted by legal trial of some misbe- 
haviour, or unless both houses of pailiamcnt should 
cuiicnr in desiring his removal; hut the doctrine now 
ado])ted imports, that no rommissioij can eon^nue in 
lorce longer than the Jife of tlie king liy whom it was 
granted; that therefore the commissions of the judges 
must be renewed by aMicw king at his accession, who 
should have it in his pgwer to employ either those whom 
he finds acting al judges at his accession, or confer their 
offices on others, with no other restraint tharj^that the 
condition of new commishions, should he (iiumdiu se kne 
gesserint. Thus the offici of a judge is more precarious • 
and the influeiii'C »)1 the* crown mi^-dves a eousiderahh; 
reinforcemeut. 

AmonJ tlie hills that •miscarried in the course of tl.i i 
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session, we may number a seeond attempt to tarry iiilM 
execution tiie sthenic whitU was oilescd last ytar lor thy 
more efltetual manning the navy, preveiiling iltstnion, 
and lelieving and encouraging the seamen oi Great Ibi 
tain. A bill was amirdingly brought- m, couched ni 
nearly llit same terms which liad been icjccted in thf 
last scssiiiii ; and it was supported by a toiioideralde mini, 
ber of members, animated with a true spirit of paliiot- 
^,kn: but to tiie trading part of the natiim it appeaud 
one of tliiHC jilausible ’project!-, whifh, though agreeahi.- 
in speculation, can never he reduced into jiractiee, willi- 
ont a ooncomilaiiey of greater evils than those liny were 
intended to remove. While the hdl remained under the 
consideration of the house, petitions were prcbenicil 
agaiiht it by flic meieliant-j of Uristul, .Scarhorongh, 
Wldlby, Kiiigston-upoii IluH} and Lancaster, r< present- 
ing, tiiat by siujb a law, the trade ul the kingdom, winch 
is the nursery and support of seamen at all times, and 
lh.it sjiirit of equipping jirivate shijis of war, which h.ul 
been of distiiiguisheil si-rviee to the inition, would he 
laid under such dllficulties as might cause a great stii.;- 
iiatiou in the former, and a loUl supjiressiuii of the 
latter; the hill, Iherefore, would be highly jirejudiciiii 
to i^« marine of the kingdom, and altogether inelledii' 1 
for the purpOH’S intended. A great number of book^ 
and jiajK'rs, rehiting to trading sbijis and vessels, as w*'ll 
as to se.imen, and otl.er per.son.s protected or pres,')ed into 
the nap', and to evpeii'-es oeeasioiied hy jiressing men 
into the navy, weiV examined in .Y’^“‘*tiitleeof the whole 
bouse, and lliehill was improved with many ameIldlnellt^. 
nay, after it wfis printed and engrossed, several cliue'^ 
were addi.'d by waj of rider; yet still the expenmenl 
seemed dangerous. The motion fur ill. lieing ji^-st v,.i' 
violeiitly^opposed ; warm debates ensm-d; they were a.i- 
iounied, and resmiic^d; and the arguments against the 
tbill appeared at length in sufh a striking light, lluil, 
when tlie question was put, (hv majority declared for tie 
^ negative. The rel,ulatioiis which hail been made ii* 
parliament tluring the twenty-s.xth, the twentjr-eigidh. 
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and thirtieth vKir^ of the pie'^eiit reign, for the pw- 
servation of the jnil^lie roads, heing at I ended with sonit 
ineouvcMiieneics ineertainp.iits of (he kingdom, petit ionii 
weie brought from some counties in Wales, as well as 
Ironi the freeholifers of Hertfordshire, the farmers of Mid- 
dlesex, and others, enumerating the diflienlties attending 
the use of broad wheels in one ease, and the limitation 
of horses used in drawing carriages with narrow wheels 
in the other, The matter of these rnnonstranees wavi'' 
considered in a eomniiltee ol the whole house, which re- 
solved, that the weight to Iv carried hy all waggons and 
carts, travelling on the turnpike roads should he limited. 
On this n solution a hill was framed, for amending and . 
reducing into one act of jiarliament the ‘^hree acts before 
uientioncd for the prcsfi’vatiou of the jinhlic highways, 
hut some ohjectioiis hehig .Parted, and a pdiliou iiiter- 
fxised by the land-holders of Sulfulk and Norfolk, alleging 
that the hill, if passed into a law, would rt'nder it im- 
t»os.sil)le to hrmg fresh |)rovisiui)| from those counties to 
Londnu, as the supply depended absolutely upon *the 
quickness of conveyance, the further consideration of it 
was postponed to a longer day, and never resumed in the 
sequel : so that the attempt miscarried. 

CASE OF THE INSOLVENT DEBTORS. 

Ol' all the suhjc<'ts which, in the cour&e of this session, 
fell under the cognizance of parliament, there wis none 
lliat move interested l4ie humanity, or challenged the 
redress, of the legislature, than did the ease of the poor 
insolvent debtors, who l^ingiiishcd uiijer all the miseries 
of indigence and imprieoDment, In the month of Fe- 
hruai’y a petition *w as offered to the commons in behalf 
of bankrupts, who represented, that having scrJfmlously 
conformed to the laws m^de concerning bankruptcy, by^ 
surrendering their all upofl oath, for the benefit of their 
creditors, they had nevertlSeless been^*tfused their certi- 
ficates, without any probability of relief; that hy tliis 
cruel refusal, many hankyiipts have been obliged to|ihscoiuh 

I? t • 
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while others were immured in pris(»ii, ami these uiihajipy 
sufterers groaned under the partlculaV hardship of heioi^ 
excluded from the benefit of hivts oec.v.ioually made lor 
the relief of insolvent deblors; that the power vested 
in creditors of refusing certificates toMieir bankriijits 
was, as the petitioners conceived, founded ujjon a pre- 
sumption that sueh power would be tenderly exereistil, 
and never hut in notorious eases; hut tiie great increase 
the nurnlu r of bankrupts within two years past, am! 
the small j>roj)orllon of those wlu) had been able to oh- 
t.iin their eertiJicates, seemed to demonstrate that the 
power had hccii used for cruel and unjust purposes, con- 
trary to the intention of the legislature; that as the 
greater part uf hhe jietitioners, and tlieir fellow-sutterers, 
must iitevitahly and speedily perish, with their distressed 
families, unless seasonably itlieved by the interposition 
of parliament, they implored the compassion of the housj’, 
from which they hoped immediate favour and relief, Thih 
petitiot» was accompaniu’ with a printed case, explainin'- 
the nature of the laws relating to bankrupts, and point- 
ing out their defects in point of policy as well as hiima- 
nify; but little regard was seemingly jiaid to eitlicr 
\ emoustrance. Other petitions, however, being presented 
by iflsolvent debtors, imprisoned in dilferent gaols within 
the kingdom, leave was given to bring in a hill fur tin ii 
relief, and a <*ommiUce ajipoiuted to examine the laws 
relating to bankruptcy. 

( 

CASE OF CAmiN* WALKER. 

Among other pct(' ionary remonstrances on this subject, 
the members were separately presented ^with the printed 
case of captain George Walker, a prisoner in the gaol ol 
the kin^a-beiich, who bad been declared a banki'U|d, 
^iid complained, thdt he hadebeen subjected to some 
flagrant acts of injustice and oppression. The case con- 
tained such extrao<,.linary allegations, and the captain’s 
* character was so remarkably f^ir and interesting, that 
tlie comiMittee, which were empowered to send for pei* 
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s<!:.s, ji.ijxTs, aiul ref’{»i-»ls, ivsolveil to enquire into 
]>uiU('ul:iis ol' liis tftihforlnne. A niolioii was made and 
a.;iT('<l to, that the ni:irtil»al of the |‘risoij should the 
(•a)»taiu bel'ore tlie eonunlttoe j and the speakers warrant 
was issued aoeonJinfrly. The pris(tner was produced, and 
examined at several sittiiig;s; and some of the members 
expressed a laudable eai’crncs's to do him justice: but his 
antagonists were very powerful, and left no stone un- 
turned to frustrate the purpose of tlm eiujiiiry, which wsl^ 
dropped of course at the end of the session. Tims the 
unfortunate captain Walker, who had, in the late war, 
remavkahly distiiinuishcd himself at sea by his eouraf^e 
and conduct, repeatedly signali/ing himscll ajjainst the 
enemies of his country, was sent hack, ^without redress, 
to the {^lomny mansions of a gaol, where hn had alrea*dy 
piiK'd for several years, uscA.‘S‘> to himself, and lost to the 
euinninriitv, while he might have been jn'olitahly em- 
ployed 111 rciricviiig his own fortune, and exerting his 
talents for the general advantage of the nation. While 
this atlair was in agitation, tie till for the lelicf of in- 
solvent debtors was prepared, printed, and read a second 
time; but, when the motion was made for its being eom- 
initted, a debate arose, and this was adjourned from time 
to time till the end of the ses.sion. In the meantime, 
the eoinmittee continued to deliberate upon the laws 
1 dating to bankruptcy; and in the beginning of June 
rej'.orted their resolution to the house, that, in their 
opinion, some amendments might be imade to ilie laws 
eonoerning bankrupted; to the advantage of creditors, 
and relief of insolvents. Such was the notice vouchsafed 
to the erics of many UAtish subjects ^deprived of liberty, 

and destitute of the common necessaries of life, 

A 

REMARKS ON THE BANKllUPT-LA,¥§. 

I • 

It would engage us in ^ long digressive di.scussion were 
we to enquire how the spirit of the^aws in England, so 
famed fo^r lenity, has bepn exasperated into such severity 
fgaitist insolvent debUrs ; and why, among a people s( 
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'liytin;;nished for generosity ana compassion, the gaol:' 
sJumld be more (illeJ with prisoners than they are in any 
other j)art of Christendom. Fi^rhaps both these devi- 
ations from a general character are\i(jlent edbrls of a 
wary legislature made in behalf of iratte, which cannot 
be too mucb cherishi d in a nation that principally de- 
pends upon commerce. The (juestion is, whether tiiis 
laudable aim may not be more elfeetually accomj)lished, 
"Vithout subjecting individuals to oppression, arising from 
the cruelty and rev<‘nge of one aiiother. As the laws 
are modelled at present, it cannot l)C denied that the 
debtor, in some eases, hes, in a peculiar manner, at the 
mercy of his creditor. Jly tlie original and common law 
of England, no vian could be imprisoned for debt. The 
plaiiitilf in any civil action could have no ('xecutiou upon 
his judgment against either {be body or the lands of the 
defendant ; even with respect to liis goods and chattels 
which were subject to execution, be was ol)liged to Icioc 
him such articles as wera necessary for agriculture. But, 
in process of time, this indulgence being found pre- 
judicial to commerce, a law was enacted, in the reign 
of Edw'ard 1. allowing execution on the person of the 
debtor, provided his gof»ls and chattels were not suflicieiit 
to pay the debt which he had contracted. Tlli;^ law was still 
attended with a very obvious inconvenience. The debtor, 
who possessed an estate in lands, w^is tempted to secrete 
his moveable effects, and live in concealment on the pro- 
duce of ^ his lauds, while the sheriff connived at bis 
retiremejit. To remove this evil?' a second statute was 
enacted in the same reign, granting immediate execu- 
tion against the boi’y, lands, and goods of the debtor; 
yet bis effects could not he sokf for tlj^e benefit of his 
creditors till the expiration of three months, during which 
he hims^ could dispose of them for ready money, ia 
yrder to discharge bi^' im umbrfi ices. If the creditor was 
not satisfied in this manner, hy cmitiuucd in possession 
of the debtor's land|v and detained the debtor himself 
‘in prison, where he was obliged tp supply him wi,Mi bread 
and wateafur his supjiort, until tte debt was discharged. 
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Oilu'i' s(‘\ir(; rtgulation? viit're inadt; in the stquel, par- 
ticularly m the reij^ii of Edward 111. which fl;ave riit* to 
tiic writ of capmh ml ^uthfuciendam. This, indeed, ren- 
dered the precediiif; laws, called statute-merchant, and 
'jialute-'^taple, a!ioj!;etber unnecessary. Thotigh the li- 
herty of the subject, and the security of the landholder, 
wcic thus, m some measure, sacriliced to the advantaj^e 
of eoniiueree, an imprisoned debtor was not left entirely 
at the mercy of an inexorable creditor. If he made, 
all tile satisfaction in his power, and could show that his 
insolvency was owinj^ to real misfortunes, the coiiit of 
chancery interposed on his petition, and aetnally ordioed 
him h) he discliarjjccl from prison, when no »’ood reason 
lor detaining him could be assigned. Tins intei posit ion, 
which seems naturally to helung to a ^ourt of etpiiiy, 
ciuhlitnltd with a view tci mitigate the rigour of the 
coimuon-law, ceased, in all probability, after the rcstora- 
tiim of Charles the Si'cond, and of cousetpience the j)nsoiiS 
were filled with debtors. Then the legislature charged 
tliemsehes with the extension Sf a power, which per- 
haps a chancellor tio longer thought himself safe in 
exercising ; and in the year one thousand six hundred and 
seventy, passed the first act lor the relief of insolvent 
debtors, granting a release to all prisoners for debt, nilhi 
out distinction or eiiquiiy. lly this general indulgence, 
which h.as even in a great measure continued in all 
snhsc{[uent acts of the same kind, the lenity of the 
|i<'irli:mient may be sometimes misapplied, inasii^uch as 
iii'iolveney is often erimiiml, aiising from profligacy and 
extiavagance, which deserve to be severely punished. 
Vi*t, even for this speoies of insolveniy, perpetual im- 
I'risoijincnt, aggravotci^ by the misi'fles of extreme in- 
digence, and tliLi danger of perishing through famine, 
may be deemed a punisluncnt loo severe. How ctyel then 
iv.iist it. be to leave llie most iniioecyl lianki npt e^io^ed 
b) tins puifLshraent, froirjtbe revenge or sinister design 
t'f a merciless credit or; » creditor, h\ whose fraud tlic 
I'l.'voncr became a bankrupt, and whose craft he is 
detained ‘iu gaol, lest h; his discharge Irom prkon, he 
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should he* enabled to seek that redress in chancery lo 
which he is entitled on a fair accoifnt! The seveiity of 
the law was certainly intended against fraudulent bank- 
rupts only; and the statute of bankruptcy is, doubtless, 
favourable to insolvents, as it disebarj^rt from all fornw r 
debts those who ol)tained their ccrlilicates. As Britidi 
subjects, they are surely entitled to the same inilul^cnie 
which is granted to other insolvents. They wt re aU.us 
included in c\ery act passed for the relief of insob cut 
debtors, till the sixth \car of George I, when they were 
first cx('e[)ted from this benefit. By a law enact r'd in the 
reign of queen Anne, relating to bankruptcy, any creditor 
was at liberty to object to the ronliriiiation of (lie 
DHtikrupts certificate; but the chancellor bad power to 
judge whetluT the objection was frivolous or well-loumlcil : 
yet, by a later act, the chaftieellor is obliged to confiriu 
the certificate, if it is agreeable to four-fifths in number 
and value of the creditors ; whereas he cannot confirm it. 
should he be opposed, t^yen without any reason assigned, 
by 6ne creililur to whom the grcate.st part of the debt 
is owing. It iiHghi, therefore, deserve the con.si(leration 
of parliament, whether, in extending their clemency to 
the poor, it should not he equally diffused to bank- 
ruptf and other insolvents; whether proper distinction 
ought not to be made between the innocent bankrupt 
who fails through niisfurtunes in tiade, and him who 
becomes insolvent from fraud or profligacy; and finally, 
whethei t*he enquiry and trial of all such cases would 
not properly fall within the proifcnce of chancery, a Iri- 
bunal instituted for the mitigation of eonimon law 

ENQUIRV INTO THE .STATE OF THE POOR. 

The l^use ofeominous seems to have been determined 
on aijofher measure,* which; h^'wever, does not admit of 
fexplaiiatiou. An order was mlule in the month of Fel>- 
ruary, that leave should be given to bring in a bill to 
explaitii amend, and render effectual so much of an 
act, passed in the thirteenth yearV Oeorge II. againsst thi. 
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in(Toa';«i of liorse-raws, and deccifful 
as related to that)* iiicrtiasc. llie l)ill was accordingly 
prcsi'iilcd, read, ])iinlc^l, and ordered to l)c committed 
lo a commiltce of the ^\hole house; but the order was 
d< layed from lime to time till the end rd' thi^ session. 
Smu' I'ntgrcss was nkewise nuulc in another aiVair of 
i;i’eatcr c<mso(iii(‘Ucc to the community. A committee was 
appointed in the month of March, to take into considera- 
tion the state of the poor in England, as well as the laws 
I’uacted for their maintenance. The clerks of the peace 
hclonging to all the counties, cities, and towns in Eng- 
land and Wales, were ordered lo transmit, for the 
I'M lisa) of the bouse, an account of the annual exj)cnse of 
passing vagrants through their respective divisions and 
dhlricts for four years; and the committee began to ile- 
liherate on this important fftibjcct. In the latter end of 
May the house was made acquainted with their resolu. 
turns, importing, that the present methods of relieving 
tlie [>oor in tlio respective parishes, where no work- 
houses have been provided for their reception and emf loy- 
nieni, arc, in general, very burdensome to the iidiahit- 
Juits, 'unl tend to render the poor miserable to themselves, 
and useless to the community: that the present method 
‘'f giving money out of the parochial rates to pll'sons 
capable of labour, in order to prevent them from elaiming 
an entire sulisistence for themselves and their families, i,s 
contrary to the .spirit and intention of the laws for the 
relief of the poor, is a dangerous pow^r in the hands of 
I»aro(‘hial officers, a miiapplication of the public money, 
iuid a great encouragement to idleness and intemperance ; 
that the employment o?lhe poor, unjer proper direction 
J'i'd management, in |uch works and manufactures as 
lu’c suiteil to t'lcir respective capacities, would be of 
{^rcal utility to the public: that settling th'^'t^or in 
norkhouses, to be ppovi(|^d in the«6everal counties and 
ridings in England and Wales, under the direction and* 
tuaiiagement of governort and (rupees to be appointed 
for that purpose, would be the mostf effectual method of 
relieving* such poor persons, as, by age, infiripities, or 
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(li'^ea^pR, a)*e r(M'i(l<*red incapable of siip])ortin 5 themselve? 
1))' tlicir Lduiur: of njipb>Yiuj'’ tbe uWe and industrinii;, 
reforming llu* idle and proiii"alCp and uf eiliicaliii" poor 
cliililron in idigion and industry: that (lie poor in siicli 
worklionscrf would be better rcgulati'd «and maintained, 
and managed with more advantage to (be public, by 
guardians, governors, or trusses, to be especially ap- 
pointed, or olioseu for that purjiosc, and incorporated 
with ^uch powers, and under sucb restrictions, as the 
legislature should deem proper, (ban by the annual pa- 
rocbial ofiieers: that erecting workhouses upon the waste 
lands, and ajipropriating a certain quantity of such lands 
to be c'uUivaied, in order to produce provision for tlie 
poor in tlie said bouses, would not only be llic means el 
in*<trueting and employing many ol the said jioor in agri- 
ciillurc, hut lessen the evpense of the public: lliat con- 
troversies and law - suits euticerniug the settlements of pour 
persons occasioned a very great, and, in general, an useless 
expeij'^e to the jiublic, amounting to man) tbousaim 
nuutiils per annum; am! that often more money is es- 
pended in aseertahiing such setllemerits by each of tl.e 
contending parities than would be sutricicnt to maintain 
the paupers: that should workhouses lie established tm 
the f ?ricr:il reception of the poor, in the respeetoe 
counties and ridings of Knglarid, the laws relating to the 
hcttlemenl'i of the poor, and the ]»assing of vagrant’., 
might be repealed: that while the piesciit laws relating 
to the jnHir subsist^ the oompelliiig parish ollicers to grant 
certilicales to the poor would, in t/11 probability, prevent 
the hardships they now sutfer, in being debarred gaining 
their livelihood, wl^ere they can* do it most usefully to 
theiriscdvesand the public. From lliese sensible resolutions, 
the reader may conceive some idea of lluf misconduct that 
attends management of the poor in England, as well 
as of afie grievous burdens en^iiled upon the peo]>lfi by 
\he present laws which constitute this branch of the 
legislature. The committee’s tesolves being read at (he 
I table, m order was made that they should be taken into 
<‘Ousider{Rion on a certain day, wl|en the order was again 
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\‘\i\ uir, aiul in the inU’iini the ])arliamf'nl wa'i ^novof^uct). 
'i\lnU* lln: coinniitti**' ik‘libt‘raH*«l tliis alTair, Ime 
is<,"ivcii to pn piire a bjll for provunling' tftiiinls, umlcr 
1 (TiUiin yearly rent, from painiiiij seUleiiiciits in any 
{Ml tit ular parish# by being- ihi*r« rated in any land-tax 
.e<asiineiit, and paying for the landlord the money so 
. 'iMi'gt'd. 1'his ord(‘r vvas afterwards diseh:irf;ed ; and an- 
other bill brought in to prevent any person fiom gaining 
a y It lenient, by being rated by virtue of an act of par- 
I'anienl for granting an aid to bis majesty by a land-tax, 
Old pa\ing the same. The bill was accordingly pre- 
- nled, read, committed, and parsed the lower house; 
l/iii riDHmg the lords it ini‘jcsrried. It can never be ex- 
|i.‘' l( d that the poor will be managed with ceoiiomy and 
iiiti'gniy, vvliile tlie execution of the iSws rclalmg tb 
(' <’ir uia'iitciMnee is lell in*thc hands of low trailcsmen, 
t !io derive private advantage from supplying them with 
iiM’^saries, and often tavonr the imposition of one an- 
'I'lfr ivilli the mo^r seaiidalou^ collusion. This is an 
• mI which will never he remedied, until porsoiis of*in- 
'h i'"ndeut fortune, and unblemished integrity, aelnatcd 
h'' a sjvait of true jmtriotisin, shall rescue their fellow- 
<>'i/'‘iis from (he jiovver of such interested miseroinl-., 
tal.uig tlioir poor into tbeir own niatiageiiiciit*lind 
{>rn<tcti(ni. Instead of ninlliplying laws with respect to 
ti"' scillcinent and management of the poor, which serve 
"'■!y to puzzle and perplex the parish and peace olhccis, 

't would l/ceome the sagacity of the hjgislature *$) take 
""me clh'ctnal precaiili*n,s to prevent the increase of 
]! lepers and vagrants, which is become an intolerable 
5‘'d%ioee to tiie commonwealth. Towaids this salutai 7 
'"d, surely nothing wouW more cunt ribiile than areform- 
■‘*‘on of the poliii, that would abolish those infamous 
i i'O-cs of eiiKrtainment, which swarm in every c'^^ger of 
'‘C metropolis, .seducing jjbople of ail ranks to extl^'a- 
pinee, profligacy, and ruin ; and would rc^iict willilu * 
due hounds the number of •|»ublie-b(u^es, which are aug- 
**>t*iited loan enormous degree, atfordrag so many asylums 
. Qg 
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far riot ami (lebanchery, and oorrujiting the morals of 
(lie ernmnon people to such a pit(M of licentious iu- 
f decenc)', as luii^t be a reproach V> every civilized nation, 
luct it not he aflinned, to the dis|>;rac*e of Great Britain, 
that such receptacles of vice and impunity subsist under 
the connivance of the ‘►overnment, accordiii;; to the nar- 
row views and eonlined speculati(ui of those shallow 
politicians, who iniajjiue that the. rcvemie is increased in 
proportion to the ijuantily of stion^^ li(piors consnined in 
such infamrms recesses of iiitemperauce. AVere this in 
reality the casii, that administratioti would deserve to be 
branded with eternal infamy, which could sacrifice to 
such a base eonsideratiou the health, the lives, and the 
morals of theiy fellow-creatures: hut nothing can be 
more fallacious than the supposition, that the revenue 
of any government can be hicreasi'd l)y the augmented 
intemperance of the people; for intemperance is the 
bane of industry, as well as of population ; and what the 
government gains in tl^e articles of the duty on mall, 
and the excise upon licjuors, will always be greatly over- 
bnl.uK'ed hy the loss in other articles, arising from the 
diminiitioij of hands, and the neglect of labour 

REVitJLATIONS OF WEIGHTS AND MEASURES. 

FiXciiisivR of the bills that were actually prepared, 
though they did not pass iu the course of this session, the 
commons deliberated on other important subjects, which, 
however, were not finally diseinAied. In the beginning 
of the session, a committee being appointed to resume 
the enquiry touciyng the regulation of weights and mea- 
sures, a subject we have inentiojaed in the history of the 
preceding session, the box which couttined a troy pound 
weiglji|plocked up hy order of the house, was again pro- 
dui'vil by the cl(Tk ki whose ci]Jit*)dy it had be endeposited. 
This affair beitig carefully ifivestigated, the committee 
agreed to fourteen resolution^. note L, at the end of 
this Fol] In the mean time it was ordered, that all the 
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weijjhls, referi't’il to in report, <5hoiil<l be fleH\cre(l |o 
the clerk of the hoifse to be locked u]), and brought forth 
(»cca!)iuiially. 

THETOUNDLING HOSPITAL. 

Tijf. house of commons, ^mong other articles of do- 
inesiic economy, bestowed some attention on the h<m- 
pital for fouiullings, which was now, more iliaii e^er, 
become a matter of national consideration. The nectmnts 
ndaiing^ to this charity having been demanded, and sub- 
jected to the inspection of the inemhers, were, together 
willi the king's recommendation, referred to the committee 
of supply, where they produced the resolutions \vhi(‘h we 
have already specified among the other gAnts of tlie yca*r. 
The house afterwards resolved itself into a committee to 
deliberate on the state of the hospital, and examine its 
accounts. On tlic third day of May their resolutions 
were reported to the following |ff(rt: that the appoint- 
ing, by the governors and guardians of tbe said bosjulal, 
places in the several counties, ridings, or divisions in this 
kingdom, for tbe first reception of exposed and deserted 
yoimg children, would be attended with uiaiiy evil con- 
sequences; and that the conveying of children frorffihe 
country to the said hospital is attended with many evil 
coDsetpiences, and ought to be prevented. A bill was or- 
dered to be brought iu, founded upon this last resolu- 
tion, but never presented; therefore the enquiry pjoduced 
no effect. Notwithstanding the institution of tins charity, 
for the support of which great sums are yearly levied on 
the public, it docs not appear that tl»^ bills of mortality, 
rfspecting new-born children, are decreased, nor the 
siiockiug crime o> infant-murder rendered less frequent 
tlian heretofore. It may, therefore, not be im^w^ierfy 
st\led a heavy additional tjlx for the-propagation oV%s- 
liirdy, and the encouragement of idleness, among the 
coiumon people; besides tbte tendency it has to extinguish 
the feelings of the heart, and dissol4 those faniily lies 
! lood bj' which the ch|irities arc connected. 
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. Ill the month of Alaich leave was «ivt'o to briiij^ in a 
Kill lor the more cffatual |)reveiitiiiii;‘ol‘ the nieltiij«' dowu 
and exporliiig' the gold and silvem'uin of the kiiigduni, aii,i 
the persons weic nominated to prepare it; hut the hill 
ne\er appeared, and no further eiKiuiij^ was made about 
the matter. I’erhaps it was supposed that such a mea- 
sure might be thought an eneroachnient on the prero- 
gative of the crown, which hath alwats exercised the 
power of fixing the standard, and regulating the currciic) 
of the coin. Perhaps such a step was deferred on account 
of the war, during which a great quantity of gold and 
silver was necessarily exported to tlie eoutinent, for the 
support of the allies and armies in the pay of Great Britain. 
The legislature, however, would do well to consider this 
cfeniai maxim 'in computation, that when a greaUi 
quantity of bullion is exported, in waste, than can he re- 
placed by commerce, the nation must be hastening U> 
a state of iiisolveiiry. Over and above these proceedings 
in this session of parliaii^eut, it may not be uniieccssar)’ 
to tneiUion several messages which were sent by the king 
to the house of commons. That relating to the vote of 
credit we liavc already specified in our account of the 
supply. On tlie twemy'Sixth day of April the clianccllor 
of tfie exc!u'(iuer presented to the house two messages, 
signed by his majesty, one in favour of liis subjects in 
North-America, and the other in behalf of the East- India 
company: the former recommending to their consideration 
the zeifl and vigour with which his faithful subjects in 
North-Amcrica hud exerted theitfeelves in defcMice of hii 
just rights and possessions; desiring he might he enabled 
to give them a prefer conipensa6on for tin* expenses in- 
curred by the respective proviiiccs*'in levying, clothing, and 
paying the troops raised in that count r?J according as the 
activejpgour and strenuous efforts of the sever.il colonies 
shoal'd appear to me! it; in thetpalter, he desired the house 
would empower him to af.'iist ftic East-liidia company in 
defraying the expcjisc of a military force in the East- 
Indies, to be niainwiined by them, in lieu of a^ battalion 
of regul^ir troops withdrawn fropi thence, and returned 
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U) Iruliiiul. Both the.se nie.ssa«;‘(s were rcferri'd to tljc 
coiriniitlee of sopplj, and produced the resolutions upon 
each subject wliich we Ivive already explained. Tlie ines- 
saj^e relating to a projected invasion by the enemies of 
CJreat Britain vft shall pariiciilaiize in its proper place, 
nhcii \^e come to record tlie eireunistances and miscar- 
riage i>f that design. In the mean time, it may not he 
improper to observe, that the thanks of the house of com- 
mons were voted and given to admiral Boscawen and 
major-general Amherst, for the services they had done 
their king aitd eountiy in North-America ; and the same 
compliment was paid to admiral Osborne, for the succeiis 
of his cruise in the Mediterranean. 

The session was closed on tlie second day of June with ’ 
a speech to both houses, from the. cmiunissiouers sfp. 
[lointod by his majesty for that purpose. In tliis harangue 
tlic parliament was given to understand, that the king 
approved of their conduct, and returned them his thanks 
for their condescension; thattl||i hopes he hud conceived 
of their surmounting the dilTioulties which lay in* the 
way were founded oii the wisdom, zeal, and affection of 
so good a parliament, and thatliis expectations were fully 
answered; that they had considered the war in all its 
parts, and notwithstanding its long continuance, tlJlough 
the obstinacy of the enemy, had made such provision lor 
the many ditlcrent operations as ought to convinee tlie 
adversaries of Great Britain, that it would be for their 
iul crest, ns well as for the ease and relief of alliEurope, 
to embrace equitable Jnd honourable terms of accommo- 
dation. They were told that, by their assistance, the 
combined army in Germany had beei^ completed; power- 
ful squadrons, as well ^ numerous bodies of land-forces, 
were employed ii America, in order to maintain the 
British rights and possessions, and annoy the .enemy in 
the most sensible mani;^r in thatt country: as 

France was making considerable preparations in her dif- 
ferent }H>rts, he had takt^i care to put his fleet at home 
in the best condition, both of 5tre4:th and situation, tin 
guard against and reyel any attempts that might be 
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rucdiUilPil against liis kingdoms: that all his 
had been directed to assert the honour ol' Ids erown; to 
preserve tlie essential interests his faithful sulyeets-, 
to support the cause of the protestant religion, and 
public liberty: he therefore trusted tha^ the uprightness 
of his intentions would draw down the blessing of Heaven 
upon his endeavours. He expressed his hope, that the 
precautions they Imd taken to prevent and correct the 
excesses of the jirivateers would produce the desired effect : 
a consideration which the king had much at heart; for, 
though sensible of the utility of that ser\’iee, when under 
proper regulations, be was determined to do his utmost 
to prevent any injuries or hardships which might be sus- 
tained by the sidijects of neutral poweis, as far as might 
he jiraelicahle aim consistent with his majijsty’s just right 
to liiuder the trade of his enemies from lieiiig cullusivelv 
5wd fraudulently eoveiTd. He not only thanked the 
commons, but applauded the firmness and vigour with 
which they had acted, at well as their prudence in judg- 
ing, ‘that notwithstanding the present burdens, the making 
ample provision for carrying on the war was the most 
probable means to bring it to an honourable and happy 
conclusion. He assured them that no attention should 
lie wiftjting, on his part, for Hie faithful application of 
what had been granted. They were informed be had 
nothing further to desire, but that they would carry down 
the same good dispositions, and propagate them in tlieir 
several (fjuiities, ’wiiich they had shown in their proceed- 
ings during the session. These declarations being pro- 
nounced, the parliament was prorogued, 
r 

PiU'i’AKATIONS IT)R \^AR. 

Tn^^oplc of England, provoked on one hand by the 
jntr:‘|lws, the hostilitibs, and menaces of France, and ani- 
mated on the other by the pridi and triumph of sUecess, 
which never fails to Reconcile them to difficulties, Imw- 
‘soever great, and expense, however enormous,, at this 
period braatlicd nuthiug but waficand discoursed about 
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lujiliing bat now p].\n5 of comnust. Wo have seen li(\w 
liberally I lie parliainVut bestowed the uation'a money ; and 
the aequieseence of tli'< subjects in g^eiieral uuder the 
additional burdens which had been imposed, appeared iii 
the remarkable 'iagerncss with which they embarked in 
the subscription planned by the Icgislalure; in the vi- 
gorous assistance they contributed towards inauniug the 
navy, recruiting the army, and levying additional forces ; 
and the warlike spirit which began to diffuse itself through 
all ranks of the people. This was a spirit which the 
ininislry carerully cherished and cultivated, for thesup- 
l>ort of the war, which, it must be owned, was prosecuted 
with an ardour and efficacy [wculiar to the present admi- 
nislralion. True it is, the German war had been for 
some time adopted as an ohjeet of iii^ortance by tte 
lirilish councils, and a rcsofutiou was taken to maintain 
it without flinching : at the same time, it must be allowed, 
that this consideration had not hitherto weakened ^he 
attention of the ministry to tlip operations in Ameriea, 
where alone the war may be said to have been carried 
on and prosecuted on British principles, so as to distress 
the enemy in their most tender part, and at the same 
lime acquire the most substantial advantages to the sub- 
ju'ts of Britain. For these two purposes, cveiy pfbpar- 
ation was made that sagacity could suggest, or vigour 
execute. The navy was repaired and augmented; and, 
io order to man the different squadrons, the expedient 
of pressing, that disgrace to a British a^ministratlbn, was 
practised both by larS and water with extraordinary 
rigour and vivacity. A proclamation was issued, offering 
ft considerable bounty fbr every seafian and every land- 
«iau that should, by a certain day, enter voluntarily into 
the service. As a4 additional encouragement to this class 
<'f people, the king pronmed his pardon to all-wamen 
who had deserted from thefr respectife ships to which 'Skey^ 
belonged, provided they ^ould return to their duty by 
the third day of July; bu( at the same time he declared* 
that those who should neglect this opportunity, at a time 
whentbftr country so tnucb required their servkji, would, 
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upon l)L‘iug apprchcndeil, incur the penalty of a couiL 
martial, and if convicted, Im* deemed unfit olijects of tin- 
royal mercy. All justices of the'jpeaee, rtiayors, and ma- 
gistrates of corporations throujfhout Great Britain were 
commanded to make particular seareli for straj^glin;;' 
seamen tit for the service, and to send all that slio-.ilJ 
be found to the nearest sea-port, that they mi{;lit lie 
sent on hoard hy the sea-officer there conmiandin;j. 
Other methods, more gentle and ciTeelual, were takeu 
to levy and recruit the land-forces. New icgimeiils wi ie 
raised, on his majesty’s promise that every man shoiilJ 
he entitled to his discharge at the end of three ycais, ai d 
the premiums for enlisting were increased. Over and 
.ahove these iudjdgenees, considerable bounties were (d- 
fered and given hy eities, towns, corporations, and even 
by individuals, so universally were tlie people possessed 
with a spirit of chivalry and adventure, The example 
was set by the metropolis, where the common-council re- 
solved, that voluntary sjbsciiptions should be received 
in the chamber of Loudon, to be appropriated as bounty- 
money to such persons as should engage in his majesty'^ 
service. The city subscribed a considerable sum for that 
purpose; and a committee of aldermen and commoners 
was ajipointed to attend at Guildhall, to receive and appl> 
the subscriptions. As a further encouragement to voiini' 
leers, they moreover resolved, that every person so en- 
tering should be entitled to the freedom of the city, at 
the exjli'ration of three years or sooner, if the war should 
be brought to a conclusion. These resolutions being com- 
municated to the king, he was pleased to signify his ap' 
probation, and retirn his thanki to the city, in a Icitu 
from the secretary of state to’ihe lyd-mayor. Large 
sums were immediately subscribed by dnferent companies 
andj*#me private persons; (lud, in imitation of tbeia 
f piSrtV bounties were dfFcred by many different coniniunilit> 
in every cpiarter of the united kingdom. At the sainv 
time, such care and diligence were used in disciplinit'-i* 
^ the militia, tliat,belore the close of the year, tl^c grcat<'r 
jMit of tliubc truly constitutional battalions rivalled tin- 
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icjjular troops in tht* perfoctioii of their cxtrcise, and 
seemed to be, in all respects, as tit for actual service. 

DEATH OF THE FEINCESS OF ORANGE; Ac. 

j 

lliiroRii we proceed to record the transactions ot the 
eampaij^ii Unit succeeded these preparations, we shall take 
notice of some domtstic events, which, though nut very 
important in themselves, may iieverlhele.ss elaim a place 
ill the History of England. In the beginning of the}ear, 
the court of London was overwhelmed with aHliction at 
the death of the piineess dowager of Orange and Ntissau, 
governante of tlie United Provinces in the minority of her 
son, the present stadtholder. She was the eldest daughter 
of his Britannic nnajesty, possessed of personal al- 
complishmeiits and exemph^ry virtues ; pious, moderate, 
sensible, and circumspect. She had exercised her aulho- 
lity with equal sagacity and resolution, respected even by 
those who were no friends to tlje house of Orange, and 
ilicd with great fortitude and resignatioti.** In her w ilPslie 
i.jqiomted the king her father, and the princess dowager 
ol Orange, her mother-in-law, honorary tutors, and prince 
I unis of Brunswick acting tutor to her children. In the 
mcruing after her decease, the states-general an# the 
s^tates of Holliud were extraordinarily assembled, and 
having received notice of this event, proceeded to confirm 
the regulations which had been made lor the minority of 
Ihe stadtholder. Prince Louis of Brui|swiek wa:i invited 
to assist in the assernlTly of Holland, where he took the 
oaths, as representing the captain-general of the union. 
'I hen he eommunicated*to the assemWy the act by which 
princess had appointed him guardian of her children. 
He was afterward! invited to the assembly of the states- 
liciieral, who agreed to the resolution of Hollanjl, with 
respect to his guardianshii/? and iu»thH evening t'ljv-iijjf- 
R'lcrii (olk-gcs of the government sent formal deputations 
h> the young stadtholder, ’and the princess Caroline, bis 
‘'»‘ster, in whose names and presencilthcy were received, 
Ji»d an;»vfferi;d hv their ^guardian and represtiitative. A 
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formal intifnation of the death of the jiriiicess was coninni 
nlcated to the king her father, in a [xithetic letter, hy tlie 
states-gencral ; who condoled with him on the irreparalile 
loss which he as well as they had sustained by this melan- 
choly event, and assured him they would employ all their 
care and attention in securing and deCeiiding the rinhts 
and interest of the young sladihold<T and the [irimcss 
his sister, whom they considered as the children of the 
republic, The royal family of England suHered another 
disaster in the course of this year, by the decease of the 
princess Elizabeth-Carolinc, second daughter of his late 
royal highness Frederick prince of Wales, a laily of tlie 
most amiable character, who died at Kew in the niontli 
of September, before she had attained the eightccnlli 
viar of her r^e.V 

EXAMPLES MADE OF PIRATES. 

Certain privateers continuing tlieir excesses at sea, 
and rifling neutral ships without distinction or authority, 
the government resolved to vindicate the honour of llic 
nation, by making examples of those pirates, who, as fa t 
as they could be detected and secured, were brought to 
trial ji and upon convictioH sacrificed to justice. While 
these steps were taken to rescue the nation from the re- 
proach of violence and rapacity, which her neighbours 
had urged with such eageniess, equal spirit was exerted 
in convincing ueytral powers that they should nut witli 
impunity contravene the law of ni.tions, in favouring tl>c 
enemies of Great Britain. A great number of caiisis wci o 
tried relating to disputed captures, and many DuU h 
vessels, with theij^ carg’oes, wqf’e condemned, aftiT a 
fair hearing, notwithstanding the loudt^dainours of ih:^^ 
people, and the repeated remonstrances of the stato 

* A . 

« 1 he reputation of the English was nut so much aflcctcd 

, by the irregularities of her privateers, armed for rapine, 
^ as by the neglect offintcrnal jiolice, and an ingredient of 
savage ferocity mingled in the national charactrt’i an in- 
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lliat appeared but too coufipiciious in the par- 
iic'ilars of several 'shocking: murders bron^fht to light 
aliout this period.— Oiieiilalsey, who commanded a mer- 
( liaiit shiji in the voy.age from Jamaica to England, having 
eoiiceived some jk^rsonal dislike to a poor sailor, insulted 
liini uilh such abuse, exposed him to such hardships, and 
p-urhlied !nin wiih siieh wantonness of barbarity, that 
the poor wretch leaped overlward in despair, His iu- 
Iminan tyr.int envying him that death, which would have 
n-Hcued a miseralde object from his brutality, plunged 
into the sea after him, and brought him on board, de- 
<‘>,iriug, he should not escape so while there, were any 
t(i' incuts left to infliet. Aeeordingly, be excreised his ^ 
tyranny upon him with redoubled rigour until llie poor 
iiealure expired, in eonsequeuec of tlie'iiilwman treat- 
ment be huii sustained. This savage ruflian wds likewise 
iiulietod for the murder of another mariner, but being con- 
Mi'ted on the first trial, the second was found imneces- 
s:uy, and the criminal suffered ileath according to the 
law, which is perha[)S too mild to malefactors convicted 
of sLicli aggravated cruelty.— Another barbarous murder 
Mas perpetrated in the country, near Birmingham, upon a 
^hcritf’s officer, by tlie sons of one Darby, whose effects 
(he bailiff had seized, on a distress for rent. Th^two 
joung assassins, encouraged by the father, attacked the 
uidiappy wretch with clubs, and mangled him in a terrible 
maimer, so that he hardly retained any signs ol life. 
Not contented with this cruel executiihi, they Xripped 
him naked, and draggiitg him out of the house, scourged 
him with a waggoner’s whip, until the flesh was cut from 
the bones. In this miserable cohdiiion lie was found 
weltering in his blood, '.and couveyed to a neighbouring 
house, where he fmniediately e\pireil. The three bar- 
1 arians were apprehended, after having made a desperate 
•esistance. They were trie^convicted, and executed. ^'^|e ^ 
Hmi were bung in chains^, ami the body of the father 
dissected.— I'he widow of ^ timber-raerchant in Rother- 
1 ithe being cruelly murdered in hA* own house, Mary 
hdinonsofi, a young wo^nan, her niece, ran out into the 
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sUei't with ficr ai-ins cut across, and ^^ave the alruiu, 
ik'cliu'ln;,^ her aunt had l)i‘cii.a.ssassinatf*d })y four men, 
who loreed tlieir way into tlic liouse, and that she ((lie 
niece) had reeei\ed those wounds, in attem|itiii£; to defend 
her relation. Aceordini; to the cireunAtances that ap. 
peared, this unnatural wreleh had eut the tliroat of lier 
aunt and henefaetress with a ea‘je-k!iife, then <ira{j};ed 
the body from the wash-house to the jiarlour; that she 
had stolen a watch and some silver spoons, and concealed 
them, toj^'cther with the knife and her own apron, whi' h 
was soaked with the blood of lu'r parent. After liavin;;' 
aeted this horrid tragedy, the hare rceilal of which tiie 
hiuiiane reader will not peruse without horror, she put on 
ui^other apro^i^, ^nd wounded herovMi flesh, the better to 
coneeal her i;Vuit. Notwithstandin}^ these precautions sin* 
was suspected, and eorntnitteA to prison. Ileing; hrou;dit 
to trial, she was convicted and condemned upon ciremn* 
slantial evidenee, and finally executed on Kenninfflon- 
cotmnon, thoiig:h she <!e»'ed the Ihct to the last moiricnt 
of her life. At the place of execution she behaved with 
f^reat eomp<jsurc, ami, aft<‘r having spent some minnfes 
in devotion, protisttnl she was innocent ol the crime laid 
to In r ehai ‘:,e. >Vliat .seemed to corroliorate this jiroted.v 
tion, was t!n condition and character of the ycuing' wom.ui, 
wtio had been educated in a spline above the vulgar, 
and maintained a reputation without reproach in the 
eoimtry, wlicre she was actually hetiothed to a clergy- 
man. Oil tlie other hand, the circumstances that ap- 
peared iigaiust her almost amoVmtnl to a certainly, 
though nothing weaker than proof positive ought to 
determine a jury iwcapital eases’togivc a veidict against 
(he peisou accused. After all, this is one of those pi"* 
hlematic events which elude the forc^iof all evidence, 
ami serve to confound the ;^ide of human reason.— A 
,nv^i!reant, whose iiatne was mines, having espoused tin? 
daughter of a farmer in the nerghlmurhood of Gloucester, 
who possessed a small estate, which he intended to divide 
among seven children, was so abandoned as to form the 
dcMgn of jioisoniiig the whole family, that by virtue of hi» 



(jj \\l Gr.ORGK II. l727-nC(). [I4l) 

M'iit; lie enj(iy tlie whole inlierilanco, For the 

exeeution of this iifternal gehenio, be employed his own 
i.ilhtT lo purchase a qiiantity of arsenic; part of which 
he administered to three of the children, who were imme- 
diately seized \^th the dreadiiil .symptoms produced by 
this mineral, and the eldest expired. Ih afterwards 
mixed it with three apple-cakes, which he bought for the 
purpose, and presented to the three other children, who 
underwent the same violence of o[)(*ration which had 
proved fatal to the eldest brother. The instantaneous 
eHeets of the ])oisoii created a suspicion of Haines, who 
being examined, the whole scene of villany stood disclosed. 
Nevertheless, the xillatn found means to cscape.—The un* . 
common spirit of assassination which raged^t this period 
seemed to communicate itself even t(f fiiFeigners, who 
hn'uthed English air. Five"Freuch prisoners confined on 
liotird the king's ship the Royal Oak were convicted of 
having murdered one dean de Manaux, their countryman 
and fellow-prisoner, in revenge in* hU having discovered 
tint tlic} had forged passes to facilitate their escape. 
Exasperated at this detection, they seized this unfortunate 
informer in the place of their confinement, gagged his 
mouth, stripped him naked, tied him with a strong cord 
to a ring-holt, and .scourged hi.s body with the most 
brutal perscveranec. By dint of struggling, the poor 
wretch disengaged himself from the cord with which he 
had heon lied : then they finished the tragedy, by leaping 
and stamping on his breast, till the chJst was brtlke, and 
he expired. Tlicy afterwards severed the Imdy into small 
pieces, and these they conveyed at dilfen iit times into 
the seq, through the i'diincl of a cinvcnience lo which 
ti py had access: but one of the other jirisoncrs gave in- 
lormation of thetnurder; in consequence of which they 
were secured, brought to tral, condemned, and punished 
witli death.— -Nor were the’ instances ^f cruel assassinAi^i, 
which prevailed at this juncture, confined to Great Bri- 
tain. At the latter end ot the foregoing year, an atro- 
cious massacre was perpetrated by wo Genoese mariners 
JJ!x*n tin* master and ci’cw of au English vessel, among 
VoL.V. Hu 
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wlioiii they »\ere enrolled. These iiiuiKters of cruelty were 
ill (liilerciit watches, a rircumslauei, that favoured the 
execution of the horrid jilan they, had concerted. When 
one of th^in retired to rest with his fellows of the watch, 
consisting of the mate and two seamen., he waited till 
they were fast asleep, and then Initchered tlieiu all wirh 
a knife. Having scj far succeeded without discovery, lie 
returned to the deck, and communicated the exploit to 
his associate: then they suddenly attacked the master of 
ihc vessel, and deft his head with a hatchet, which they 
likewise used in murdering the man that stood at the 
helm; a third was likewise dcspal died, and no English* 
man remained alive but the master’s son, a hoy, who la- 
mented his father’s death with incessant tears and cries 
fur three da/,, !.t the expiration of which he was like- 
wise sacrificed, because the assassins were disturbed by 
his clamour, This barbarous scene was acted within sixty 
leagues of the rock of Lisbon ; but the vessel was taken 
within the capes Ortugt\l and Finisterre, by the captain 
of the French jirivateer, called La Favourite, who seeing 
the deck stained with blood, and finding all the papers of 
the ship destroyed, began to suspect that the master and 
crew had been murdered. He accordingly taxed them 
with the murder, and they confessed the particulars. The 
privateer touched at Vigo, where the captain imparled 
this detail to the English consul ; but the prize, with the 
two villains on board, was sent to Bayonne in France, 
where itey were Vaught to (vmdign punishment 
♦ 

MURDER OF DANIEL CLARKE. 

We shall close this register of blood with the account 
of a murder remarkuble iu all its c*.rcumstances, for 
which a person, called Euge^ Aram, suffered at York, 
incite course of this* year. *115 man, who exercised the 
‘inwession of a school-master at Knaresborough, had, as 
. far back as the year one thousand seven hundred and 
* forty-five, been eonA,rDed with one Houseman, in rol)- 
bing and murdering Daniel tliarke, whom tisey ha^l 
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jiiesuHisly persuaded to bonovv a considcrable’ciu.mtity <d‘ 
valuable t fleets fron! different persons in the nei^nhboiirhood 
(in false preteiiees, that, he nii*;;ht retire with the booty. 
He had aceordiugly filled a sack with tlu'se particulars, and 
bcR’an his reireaP with his two perfidious associates, who 
suddenly fell upon him, deprhed him of life, and, having 
biiri(*d the body in a cave, took possession of the plunder. 
'I'hough Clarke disappeared at once in such a ni}sterious 
iu.iun<‘r, no suspicion fell on the assassins; and Aram, 
who was the chief contriver and agent in the murder, 
moved his habitation to another part of the country, 
ill the Slimmer of the present year, Hunseman being 
» mployed, among other labourers, in repairing the public , 
highway, they, in digging for gravel by the^oad side, dis- 
eovered the skeleton of a human crejn,u\ which tfie 
iiiiijority supposed to be the bones of Daniel Clarke. This 
ojiiniou was no sooner broached, than Houseman, as it 
were by some supernatural impulse which he could not 
resist, declared that it was iiot#Uu! skeleton of Clarke, 
inasmuch as his body had been interred at a ))lacc called 
bt. Robert's Cave, where they would find it, with the 
head turned to a certain corner. He was immediately 
a|>preheiuled, examined, admitted as evidence for the 
*‘rown, and discovered the particulars of the murdei^ The 
skeleton of Clarke being fiiniid exactly in the place and 
manner he had described, Eugene Aram, who now acted 
as usher to a gramniar-schodl in the county of Norfolk, 
was secured, and brought to trial atithe Yorkiassizes. 
There, his own wife corfohoratiug the testimony of House- 
man, he was found guilty, and received sentence of death ; 
iiotwithsiaiiding a ver}f artful and ^earned defence, in 
wliichhe proved, from argument and example, the danger 
^'f eonvietiug a mat upon circumstantial evidence. Finding 
•■‘H his remonstrances iut'ffcdual, he recommended himself 
pathetic terms to the kitlgs uiercy^, and if ever mul 
was entitled to indulgence, perhaps it might have beSi 
<^xteude4 nut impropeily fo this man, whose genius, iu^ 
itself prodigious, might have exertJtt itself in works of 
ic'imI iflility, ile h.id^ in ‘■pite of all the dhadvanlages 
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atteiuling low hirlh and stniitcncd cirL'ianstaiiccs, 1 y Hi'- 
dint of his own capacity and iueliiiation, made consKUTaMi- 
progress in inathemalics and phi’osoj)hy, aetjuired all tlie 
languages ancient and modern, and executed pail of a 
Celtic dictionary, which, had he lived th linidi it, ini»lit 
have' thrown some essential light upon tl>c* origin and 
obscurities of the European history. Convinced, at laVi, 
that he had nothing to hope from the cleniciicy of the 
government, he wrote a short poem in defence of suicide ; 
and, on the day fixed for his execution, opened the >cii)s 
of his left arm with a razor, which he had concealed for 
that purpose. Though he was much weakened by the 
effusion of blood, befoie this attempt was discovered, yet, 
as the instrument had missed the artery, lie did not 
expire until m i)fas carried to the gibbet, and underwent 
the sentence of the law. 'His hotly was conveyed to 
Knaresborough-forest, and hung in chains, near the phiee 
where the murder was perpetrated.—These arc Some of 
the most remarkable thst appeared amongst many olhei 
instances of homicide: a crime that prevails to a degivt' 
alike deplorable and surprising, even in a nation renowned 
for compassion and placability. But this will generally 
be the case among people whose passions, naturally impe- 
tuouii; are ill restrained by laws, and the regulations t)l 
civil society; which the licentious do not fear, and the 
wicked hope to evade. 

MitJORlTV^OF THE PRINCE OF WALES. 

The prince of Wales having, iii the beginning of June, 
entered the lwo-?in<,’ .twentieth year of his age, the aiini- 
rersai^ of his I'irtli wits eelebratvd with great rejoicings 
at court, and tiie king received coiiipffments of congra- 
tulation on the majority of juirincc, who seemed horn to 
fuJiW the hopes, aiiH complete the happiness, of Grcai 
' l&itain. The city uf London presented an address to tl"‘ 
'king on this occasion, replete with expressions of lojalt) 
and affection, assuridj!: his majesty, that no hostijc ihre-d'- 
could intimidate a people anim.uvd by the love of lihv'if ' . 



t li.WI. 


Ji. ^53 

will), <‘(ii)iuliu^ ill tlu' Divine hovidenci*, aiifl iii his 
jc^lv’s rxperieiiceii wisdom and vigorous councils, were 
resolved to exert their utmost efforts towards tnabliiiif 
I heir soverci» ii to re|)(;l the insults, and defeat the at- 
tempts made If the ancient eneinit'S of his crown and 
kiu{;ilom. Coni^ratulalious of the same kind wci e olii red 
h> other eltics, towns, corporations, and eomniunities, 
who vied with each other in professions of attachment; 
and, indeed, there was not the least trace of disaffei'tion 
pei'eeivahle at this juncture in any pait of the island. 

A NEW BRIDGE AT BLACKFRIARS. 

So little were tlie citi/ens of Lomloii ihstrcssed h) the' 
opense, or incomiiioded by the opcriii^s of the H^ar, 
that they found leisure te plan, and funds to execute 
ni.'ij;ni(ie( nt works of art, for (he ornament of the nic- 
tiopolis, and the convenience of commerce. They had 
ohUined an act of p.irliament, |mpowering them to build 
a new bridge over the 'rhaines, from iRackfriars t(t the 
opposite shore, about midway between those of London 
and Westminster. Commissioners were appointed to put 
this act ill execution ; and, at a court of common-eouneil, 
It was resolved that a sum not exceeding one hnndod and 
forty-four thousand pounds should be forthwith raised, 
within tbe space of eight years, by instalments ; not ex- 
ceeding thirty thousand pouiuls in one year, to he paid 
into the ehamher of London ; that tht| persons a^lvanciitg 
tlie money should ha«e an interest at the rate of four 
l^uunds per cent per aiiiium, to be paid half yearly by the 
< hamberlain, yet redcc^nable at the cxjiiralion of the first 
ten years ; and that Jlie eliambcrniin should affix tlie 
city’s seal to sm^i instruments as the committee might 
think tit to give for securing the payment of the said 
•uinuitics. Such were thirst efiW?tual steps taker to- 
^^aixls the execution of a laudable measure, which 
with the most obstinate •opposition in the setpiel, froi!^ 
the iiairuw views of particular peopje, as well us from the 
I'lcjudii^of party, 

H Ji 2 
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FIRE IN CORNHILL 
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The spirit that now animated (he citizens of London 
was such as small difficulties dill not retanl, and even 
considerable losses could not discouraj^c.^In the month of 
November the city was exposed to a dangerous conflagra- 
tion, kindled in the nightly accidcMd in the neighbonrliood 
of the Royal Exchange, which burned with great fury, 
notwithstanding the assistance of the firemen and engines 
em)doyed under the personal direction of the magistracy, 
consumed a great number of houses, and damaged many 
more. That whole quarter of the town was filled witli 
consternation ; some individuals were beggared ; one or 
•two perished in the flames, and some were buried in the 
rui'iis of the l^usys that sunk under the disaster. 

METHOD CONTRIVED TO FIND OUT TliK 
LONGITUDE. 

The ferment of mini* so peculiar to the natives of 
Great Britain, excited by a strange mixture of genius and 
ca{)ricc, passion and philosophy, study and conjecture, 
jiroduced at this period some flowers of improvement, in 
diflert^t arts and sciences, that seemed to promise fruit ot 
public utility. Several persons invented melh(»ds for tlis- 
covering the longitude at sea, that great desideraltm in 
navigation, for the aset rtainment of which so many nations 
have offered a puh^'c recompense, and in the investigation 
of which so many mathematical h;ads have been disor- 
dered. Some of those who now appeared candidates for 
the prize deserved encounagement for the ingenuity of 
their several syslcraV; but he who seemed to enjoy the 
pre-eminence in the opinion and iiivourj;)f the public was 
Mr. Irwin, a native of Ireland, who contrived a chair b(» 
artfully poised, that a^erson Mting in it on board a ship, 
f ^in a rough sea, can, through a telescope, observe the 
jvimersion and emersion of Jupiter's satellites, without 
j being interrupted or|iucommoded by the motion of the 
vessel. This gentleman was favoured with the awistanci* 
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aii'l )irutc< tion*ol (‘oniuiod(»re lord Howe, whose pre- 
seiiee llie exj)crin)fnt was tried in several ships at #ea 
with such success, that he granted a certificate, signifying 
his ap]n'obaiiun j and \t\ consequence of tins, l^lr. Jrwiu is * 
said to have obtained a considerable reward from the 
board of admiralty 

INSTALLATION AT OXFORD. 

The people of Rngland, happy in their situation, felt 
none of the storms of war and desolation which ravaged 
the neighbouring countries: but, enriehed by a surprising 
augmentation of commerce, enjoyed all the security of 
peace, and all the pleasures of taste and^fllueuce. The* 
univeisity of Oxford having conferred ibeVffice r)f tlndr 
cbancellor^ vacant by the (lt?alli of the earl m Arrau, upon 
another nobleman ol eiiual honour and integrity, namely, 
l be earl of Westmoreland, be made a public entrance into 
that celebrated seat of learning with great magnificence, 
and was installed amidst the Eneidiia, which were t‘elc- 
braled with such classical elegance of pomp, as might 
,bave rivalled the chief Roman festival of the Augustan 
age. The ebaucellor elect was attended by a splendid 
train of the nobility and persons of distinctiou. city 
of Oxford was tilled with a vast concour^' of strangers. 
The processions wcie contrived with taste, and comlucted 
with decorum. The installation was performed with the 
n\ost striking solemnity. The congra^datory verses, and 
public speeches, breathed the spirit of old Rome; and the 
ceremony was closed by Dr. King, that venerable sage of 
St. Mary Hall, who pronounced an oration in praise of 
the new chancellor witli all the flovPof Tully, animated 
by the fire of Demosthenes. 

We sh:dl conclude the remarkable incidents of this 
yt^ar,^ that are detaclied fj/m the mosecution of the war, 
with the detail of an event equally surjirising and dcpi^ 
able.— A sloop called the Ihilphin, bound from the Caiiari^ 
toNew-Yark, met with such unfavourable weather, that, 
die was rfletaincd one hundred and sixty-five days in the 
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[);isw»r, ;in(l liif provisiDii (»f the .shiji wu-, , 

jie'ndid liidDfO the first (ifty days \vcrc flapsid 'Hit* 
wretidu'd crew had ilcviuired their cMt, and all ihcir 
shoes on Ixiard : at kngfth, lieing' rciluced to Ihc utniu'.i 
extremity, they agreed to cast I 0 I 5 for tln^ir li\es, tlialthe 
hoily of him iijxm whom the lot should fall might serve h.r 
some time to su[nx>rt the survivois. The wretched victim 
was one Autoiii Ciiihdia, a Spanish gentleman and j»:i' 
seuger. Him they shot with a musket; and having cut 
otf his head, threw it ovi'rhoard ; hut the entrails and th. 
rest of the earease they greedily devoured. This horii^l 
hainiiK t having, as it were, fleshed llie famished erew, Ihev 
began to talk of another sacrifice, from which, lumevei, 
they were diverted by the influence and renionstrauei's of 
lliuir eaptaiiijM^) pievailed upon them to he satisfuil 
with a iniseraole allowance caeli per diem, cut from a 
pair of leather breeches found in the cabin. Upon llih 
calamitous pittance, reinfoiced with the grais which grew 
plentifully upon the deck, lhe*.c pour objects made shill 
to subsist for twenty da}s5at the expiration of which tla v 
were relieved, and taken on board one captain Bradshaw, 
who ch.ineed to fill in with them at sea. By this tiiii(^, 
the whole erew, consisting of seven men, were so squalid 
and ejj'aeiatcd, as to exhibit an appearance at once 
piteous and terrible; and so reduced in point of strength, 
that it was found necessary to use ropes and tackle for 
hoisting them from one sbip.to the other. The circuiii' 
stance of the lot falling upon the Spaniard, who was the 
only fort’igner on hoard, encuuragds a suspicion that foul 
play was oflered to this unfortunate stranger; hutthemiM 
remarkable part of this whole incident is, that the rmMer 
and crew could nut tontrive some soil of tackle to caldi 
fish, with which the sea every where abi^jiids, and which, 
no doubt, might be e.night with the help of a little in- 
genuity. If iiiipleiiujils of tl|;8 kind were provided in 
ry^Ty ship, they would jirohahly prevent all tliUrtC tragical 
j!;>enls at sia that arc occasionej,! hj fcimine. 



3 .'>; 


( II. XVI. UlCORGE If. 172?— I7G0. 

CAmil^ES MADE BY CRUlsufvS. 

l^iKVioL's to tlie more capital opnalions in war, \v<* 
shall paiticularize the most remarkable eaptnrts that 
were made upon the enemy by single ships of war, during 
the course of this siunmer ami autumn. In the mouth of 
I'cbruary, a French privateer belonging to Granville, 
called the Martpiis dc Marigny, having on board near two 
hundred men, and mounted with twenty cannon, was 
taken by captain Farker, commander of his majesty’s 
ship the Montague; who likewise made ))rize of a 
smaller armed vessel, from Dunkirk, of eight cannon 
and sixty men. About the same period, captain Graves, of 
the Unicorn, brought in the Moras priv.itcjtf, of St. Malocsi/ 
carrying two hundred men, and two-at»d-^cnty camiftu. 
'Fwo large merchant-ships, <ladcu on tlie I’rench kuig’s ac- 
count for Martinique, with provision, clothing, and arms, 
for the troops on that island, were taken by captain 
licmlrick, commander of the Jlrilliant; and an English 
transport from St. John's, htning four hundred Fuaich 
prisoners on boanl, perished near the Western Islands. 

• Within the circle of the same month, a large French 
fsbip from Saint Domingo, richly laden, fell in with the 
Favourite ship of war, and was carried into (lihra^ar. 

In the mouth of February, captain Hood, of Ids ma* 
jesty’g frigate the Vestal, belonging to a small squadrop 
commanded by admiial Holmes, who bad sailed for the 
West Judies in January, being advaiced a coijsiderable 
'vay a-head of the fleA, descried and gave chase to a sail, 
'vhich proved to be a French frigate called the Hellona, 
of two hundred and twenty mcn,amLtwo-aiid-thlrty great 
icuns, cominaud(Ml by t^c count de lleaiihonoirc. Captain 
Hood, having nude a signal to the admiral, continued 
tiic chase until he advanced within half musket-shot of 
the enemy, and then porfed in broadside, wbicli was 
numediately retorted. The engagement thus begun ^ 
niaintaiiu'd with great \ijjoui* on Iwth sides fur the spa^ 
of four hours; at the expiration which the Hellomi, 
^■lru(‘k,* after having list all her luusl'' and rigging, 
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together mih ahuut forty men killed in the ad ion. Nor 
was the vidor in a imn h bettei eonhitioii. Thirty men 
were kilh'd anil woimded on hoard the Vestal, imme- 
dialely alter the enemy submitted, all her rigging being 
destroyed by the shot, the topmasts fell overboard; and 
she was olherwi'^e so much damaged, that she could noi 
proceed on her voyage. Captain Hood, therefore, re- 
turned with his prize to Spilhead ; and afterwards met 
with a gracious reception from his majesty, on account 
of the valour and conduct he had displaced on thi<i 
oceastun. The Hellona had saded in tlanuary from (lie 
island of Maitiuniue, along with the Florissant, and 
another French frigate, from winch she had been sepa 
'rated in the .vassage. Immediately after this exploit, 
captain Fjliiotv'of the Aeolus frigati*, accumpanied by the 
Isis, made prize of a French ship, the JMignonne, of 
twenty guns, and one hundred and forty men, one of four 
frigates employed as convoy to a large fleet of merelniiit* 
sl)i|>s, near the island of Rh'ee. 

Jiv the month of March, the English frigates the South- 
ampton and Melampe, eoinmamled by the captains (nl- 
ehrist and Hotiiam, being at S(‘a to the northward on* 
a cruise, fell in with the Danae, a French ship of fort} 
(;aiinotti and three hundred and thirty men, which wa^i 
engaged by captain Huthaui in a ship of half the force, 
who maintained the battle a considerable time with ad 
mirable gallantry, before his consort could come to hb 
assistance. As then fought in the dark, captain Giichrisi 
was obliged to lie by for some liiiic, because he could 
not distinguish the one fnmi the other ; luit no sooner 
did the day appear, than he bore down upon the Danae 
with his usual impel iiosity, and soon eompclled her to 
surrender: she did not strike, however; until thirty oi' 
forty of her men were slain; and the gallant captain 
Gilchrist received a girape-shiV? in his shoulder, which, 
th/ugh it did not deprive him of lile, yet rendered him 
i^’apable of future service ; a misfortune the more to be 
lamented, as it happened to a brave ofliecp in the vigoui 
of his age, and in the mid^l of a sanguinarY whuh 
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jjiiijlit luive afforded liiiu many oilier oppoftnnities of 
suriiuliziiii!: his ronrtige for the honour and advauta{;(‘ of 
his rouiitry. Another rumarkahle ejtploit was achieved 
about tilt; same juncture by captain IJarrington, coiu- 
niaiuier of the fhip Achilles, mounted with sixty can- 
non, who, to the westward of Cape Finisterre, encountered 
a I'reneh ship of equal force called the Count de Saint 
Moriiitin, bound from Cape Fran(;;ois on the island of 
Hispaniola to Rochefort, under the command of the sieur 
de M onlay, who was ohligc'd to strike, after a close and 
olistinate engagement, in which lie himself was mortally 
wounded, a great number of his men slain, and his ship 
so damaged, that she was with difficulty brought into 
Fiilinonth. Captain liarringlon ohtained^he victory at 
the expense of about |lvc-and-twenty*ini J killed ai*d 
wounded, and all his riggfng, which the enemy’s shot 
rendered useless. Two small privateers from Dunkirk 
were also taken, one called the Marquis de Bareil, liy 
(he Hrillianr, which carried licriintu Kinsale in Ireland; 
the other called the Carilloneur, which struck (o'the 
(irace cutter, assisted by the boats of the ship Rochester, 
commanded by captain Duff, who sent her into the 
Downs, 

About the latter end of March, captain Samut^Falk- 
ner, in the ship Windsor, of sixty guns, cruising to the 
westward, discovered four large ships to leeward, which, 
when he approached them, ‘formed the line of battle 
ahead, in order to give him a warm A?ception. |He ai*- 
cordingly closed with tfie sternmost ship, which sustained 
Ills fire about an hour : then the other three bearing 
away with all the sail *they could c|rry, she struck her 
wdours, and was conducted to Lislxm, She proved to 
he the Due dc CHhrtres, pierced for sixty cannon, though 
iit that time carrying no ynore than four-and-tweiuy, 
with a eoniplemcnr of thrle hundred men, about thirty 
of whom were killed in the action. She heloiigtl 
"itli the other three that? escajied, to the French East^ 
India company, was laden with g#npowder, and navaD 
'stores, !md bound fqy Pondieherr)’. I'wo privateers, 
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rilled La Chasseur and IjC ( oiiquCjniut, ilie one from 
Duiikirk, and the other fn>m Cheri)our{i:, were taken and 
e;uri(d into Pi) mouth by capttCin Hughes, of his iiia- 
jestv’M frigate the Tamer. A third, called the Despatch, 
from Morlaix, was brought into Penzance by the Dili- 
gence sloop, under the command t)f captain Eastwood. A 
fourth, called the Bascpie, from Bayonne, furnished with 
two-aud-twenty-guns, and above two hundred men, fell 
into the hands of captain Parker, of the Brilliant, who 
conveyed her into I'lymouth. Captain Antrobus, of the 
Surprise, took the Vieux, a privateer of Bourdeaux; and 
a hith, from Dutikirk, struck to captain Knight of the 
' Liverpool, otf Yarmouth. Jn the month of May, a French 
fjiigate, call«4 ^hc Aretbiisa, mounted with two-and- 
thirty cariif.jn, manned wi,tli a large comjdemcnt of 
hands, under tht «ommand of the marquis de Vaudreuil, 
submitted to two Britisli frigates, the Venus and (he 
Thames, commanded by the captains Harrison and Colby, 
aRir a warm engugemeiU, in which sixty men were killed 
and wounded on the side of the enemy. In the beginnitig 
of June an armed ship belongiug to Dunkirk was brought 
into the Dovmis by captain Angel, of the Stag; and ii 
privajrer of force, called the (Jouiite.ss de la Serre, was 
subdued and taken, after an obstinate action, by ca{>tai{i 
•Moore, of liis majesty's ship the Adventure. 

P^RIZES T4KI:N in the WEST-lNDlES. 

% 

Severai. armed ships of the cueiny, and rich prizes, 
were taken in the West-Indies, particularly two ITciu'h 
frigates, and two l3iUeh ships with French commoddiesi 
all richly laden, by some of the sliijjj} of the squadron^ 
which vice-admiral Coats commanded oh the Jamaica nta- 
tion. A fifth callcjl the A\lour, from Saint Domin^<S 
:^th a valuable cargo on board, being fortilied with 
twenty cannon, and above one^hundred men, fell in 'vdh 
the Favourite sloop^of war, under the commaDd of cap' 
tain Edwards, who, after an obstinate dispute, carried h‘'r 
111 Uritmipli to Ciliraltar. At S.llnl Christopher^, in the 



ui. XVI. f.KORCK Jl. 1727—1/(10. IWA 

Wist ca|\:iiti Colliiip^wiKul, <*()j\imanfl{'r of llie 

Kiii"’s Sil'ip till* (li't^ceur, atlarkod two French fri»‘a(es, 
the Aniciliyste and lierkticy; the former of which 
csciipcd, after a warm enjfai;einent, in which tlie Cres- 
cent's ris^^ins \vM so much damaged, that sl>e could not 
j'ursiie; but the other was taken, and conveyed into the 
harbour of Bassetiirre. Notwithstanding the vigilance 
and courage of the English cruisers in those seas, the 
French prisatcers swarmed to such a degree, that in the 
I’ourse of this year they took alaae two hundred sail of 
British ships, valued at six hmuln'd thousaml pounds 
'■tcrling. This their sneccss is the more remarkable, as 
b\ this time the island of Guadaloupe was in possession 
of the Engli.sh, and commodore Moore coi\nanded 0 . 4 ^- 
merous siiuailron m those very latitudes.* * 

ENGAGEMENT BETWEEN THE HWtCGLES AND 
THE FL()K1S.SANT 

In the hegiuiiingof October, tlie Hercules ship of \?ar, 
mounted with se\ cut} -four guns, under the command of 
e.iptain Fortcr, cruising in the chops of the channel, 
thscried to windward a large ship, which proved to he the 
I'lorissant, of the same force with the Hercules. He# com- 
mander, perceiving the English ship giving chase, did not 
^eem to decline the action, hut bore down upon her iu 
a danting direction, and the engagement began with 
i?fcat fuiy. In a little time, the Ht^enles having lost 
la r top-mast, and all 'lier rigging being shot away, the 
enemy took advantage of this disaster, made the best 
<'f his way, and was ^lursued till ^ight o’clock iic-xt 
morning, when he c.sc%ped behind the isle of Olerou. 
Gaptain Porter wus wounded in the bead with a grape- 
shot, and lost the use of on| leg in the engagement. 

" • 

HAVRE- DE-GRACE BOMBARDED. 

t 

Having taken notice of all the Remarkable captures 
'^''d exploits that were made and achieved by single 
\n, V. 'll 
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ships sifice the commencement of the jiresejit year, we 
sliiill now proceed to describe the actions that were pei- 
formed in this period by the diiferent s(|uadrons that 
constituted the naval power of Great Britain. Intelligence 
having been received that the enemy militated an inva- 
sion upon some of the British territories, and that a 
number of flat-bottomed boats were ])repared at Havre- 
de-Grace, for the purpose of disembarking troops, rear- 
admiral Rodney was, in the beginning of July, detached 
with a small sepiadron of ships and bombs to annoy and 
overawe that part of the coast of France. He accordingly 
anchored in the road of Havre, and made a disposition 
to execute the instructions he had received. 7'he bomb 
vc'’\.ls, hein^plaeed in the narrow channel of the river 
leading to j^imfieur, began to throw their shells, and 
continued the bombardment for two-and-fifty hours, with* 
out intermission, during which a numerous body of French 
troops were employed in throwing up intrenchments, 
erecting new batteries, aicd firing both with shot and shells 
upon the assailants. The town was set on fire in several 
places, and burned with great fury ; some of the boats 
were overturned, and a few of them reduced to ashes,’ 
while the inhabitants forsook the place in the utmost 
consternation; nevertheless, the damage done to the 
enemy was too ineonsiderabie to make amends for the ex- 
pense of the armament, and the loss of nineteen hundred 
shells and eleven hundred carcasses, which were expended 
in this expedition.* Bombardments of this kind are at best 
but expensive and unprofitable ojierations, and may bo 
deemed a barbarous method of prosecuting war, inas- 
much as the damage falls ufKin the wretched inhabitants, 
wiio have given no cause of ofienne, and who are generally 
spared by an humane enemy, unless thfy have committed 
some particular act of provocation. 

BOSCAWEN DEFEATS M. DE LA CLUE. 

The honour of tVe British flag was much more effor- 
tually asserted by the gallant admiral Boscawen^ who,**'* 
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wo have alreaujs observed, was intrusted w^h the con- 
duct of a squadi'iti in the Meditcrrane.ui. It must 1)0 
owned, however, that his first attempt savoured of ^ 
temerity. Having in vain displayed the British flag in 
sight of Toulo», by way of defiance to the French fleet 
that lay there at auelior, he ordered three ships of the 
line, commanded by the captains Smith, Harland, and 
Barker, to advance and burn two ships that lay close 
to the mouth of the harbour. They accordingly ap- 
proached with great intrepidity, and met with a veiy 
warm reception from divers batteries, which they had not 
before perceived. Two small forts they attempted to 
destroy, and cannonaded for some time with great fury ; 
but being overmatched by superior forci^ and tlK;jj^nd' 
subsiding into a calm, they sustaineii (v.nsiderable Ha- 
mage, and were towed off wvith great difticlilty in a very 
shattered condition. The admiral seeing three of his best 
ships so roughly handled in this enterprise, returned to 
Gibraltar in order to refit; and M. dc la Clue, the French 
commander of the SJ^uadron at Toulon, seized this oppor- 
tunity of sailing in hopes of passing the Strait’s mouth 
. unobserved, his fleet, consisting of twelve large ships and 
three frigates. Admiral Boscawen, who commanded four- 
teen sail of the line with two frigates, and as mgny fire 
ships, having refitted his squadron, detached one frigate 
to cruise off Malaga, and another to hover between Este- 
pona and Ceuta- point ; with a view to keep a good look- 
out, and give timely notice in case thf enemy should ap- 
proach. On the seventeenth day of August, at eight is 
the evening, the Gibraltar frigate made a signal that four- 
teen sail appeared on the Barbary shore, to the eastward 
of Ceuta; upon whicli the English admiral immediately 
keaved up his anchors and went to sea: at day-light he 
descried seven large ships lying-to ; but when the English 
squadron forljore to ansvjtr their signal, they discovered 
their nnstake, set all their sails, and made the best M 
their way. This was tlJiJt greater part of the Fren)ly 
squadron, commanded by M.de la Hue, from whom five o{ 
his large ships and three frigates had separated in tbs 
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night. £^«n now, |K-rh«'ips, lie nuglit l'''.ive escaped, had 
ht; not been obliged to wait for ilit Souveraino winch 
was a heavy sailer. At noon the wind, which had Idown 
a heavy gale, died away, and although admiral iioscawen 
had made signal to chase, and engage in. a line of battle 
ahead, it was not till half aik hour after two that some of 
his headmost ships could close with the rear of the cncii.ii ; 
which, though greatly out-numbered, fought with uncoin- 
mon bravery, The English admiral, without wjiiting to 
return the fire of the sterumosl, whieh he received as 


he passed, used all his endeavours to come up with the 
Oeeau, which M. de la Clue <'ommanded in pereon ; amJ 
altout fouruTdoek in the afternoon, running athwart her 


hawse, })oured/nto her a furious broadside: thus the eii- 
ghgemimt l)epn jvith e(|ual vigour on both sides. 1 In*, 
dispute, hovvfver, was of sho*t duration. In about half 


an hour admiral Boscawen's mi2eU'm«'i$t and topsail-} arils 


were shot away; and the enemy hoisted all the sail llicy 


could carry. Mr IJuscaw^en having shifted his flagfioin 
the .Namur to the Newark, joined some otlter ships in 
attacking the Centaur, of seventy-four guns, which, Ix'ing 
thus overpowered, was obliged to .surrender. The Hri-‘ 
tish admir<il pursued them all night, during which tin* 
Souvei^dne, and the Guerrier, altered their course, ami 
deserted their commander. At day-break, M. de la Clue, 
whose left leg had been broke in the engagement, per 
reiving the English squadron crowding all their sails to 
come up with him,i and finding himself on the coast of 
Portugal^ determined to burn his s^jips rather than they 
should fall into the baiid.s of the victors. The Ocean 


was run ashore two leagues from Lagos, near the fort ol 
Almadana, the commander of whirli fired three shot at 
the English ; another captain of the A'rench sriuadron 
followed the example of his commander, and both endea- 
voured to disembark tjieir rnefi^ hut the sea being roiit;h, 
this proved a very tedious and diflicult attempt. 11“' 
^)tains of the Temeraire and Modeste, instead of de- 
stroying tlndr ships anchored as near as they could t‘> 
till, fort^ Xavier and Eagres, in hopes of enjoying 
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protection ; hutin this hope they were disfippoiutcd. M. 
tie la Cine had Dceii lauded, and the coimri.uid of the 
Ocean was left to tie count de Came, who, haviii!^ re- 
ceived one broadside from the America, struck his colours, 
and the English took possession of this nohlc prize, the 
best ship in th^Freneh navy, mounted with eighty can- 
non. Captain Bentley, of the Warspiglit, who had re- 
markably signalized himself by his eon rage during the 
action of the preceding day, atUcketl the Temeraire, of 
seventy.four guns, and brought her off witii little da- 
mage. Vice-admiral Broderick, the second in command, 
advancing with his division, burned the Redoubtable, of 
seventy-four guns, which was bulged, and abandoned by 
her men and officers ; hut they made prize of the Modeste, 
carrying sixty four guns, which had not^)cen mutkairi- 
jured in the engagement. This uctoi*^ wr| obtained l)y 
the English admiral at a Very small expense of men ; 
the whole number of the killed and wounded not exceed- 
ing two hundred and fifty on board of the British squad- 
ron, though the carnage amoig the enemy must have 
been much more considerable, as M. de la Clue, id his 
letter to the French ambassador at Lisbon, owned, that 
*011 board of his tiwn ship, the Ocean, one hundred men 
were killed on the spot, and seventy dangerously wounded : 
but the most severe circumstance of this disaster %as the 
loss of four capital ships, two of which were destroyed, and 
the other two brought in triumph to England, to be num- 
bered among the best bottoms of the Britisli navy. VVhfit 
augmented the good fortune of the victors was,J.hat not 
one officer lost his life In the engagement. Captaiii Bent- 
Icy, whom the admiral despatched to England with the 
tidings of his success, njet with a gri^ious reception from 
the king, who knighteihim for his gallantry . 

preparations mads by THE FRENCH FOR 
INVADING ENGBANI). 

As we propose to throw together all the naval trans- 
actions of the year, especially lh(|je that hapj'ened in 
I I 2 
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the European seas, that they may be cj mpreliended, rh 
it were, in one view, \vc must now. withoul regiirdiii" 
the order oi' time, p(»st|)otie many previous events of im- 
portance, and record the last action by sea, that in the 
course of this ycurdisllui^uished the fla}"’ of Great Britain. 
The court of Vci*saillcs, in (jrder to embarrass the British 
ministry, and divert their attention from all external ex- 
peditions, had in the winter projected a plan for invading 
some part of the British dominions; and in the hcginniii'; 
of the year had actually begun to make preparations on 
different parts of their coast for carrying this design into 
execution. Even as far hack as the latter end of M;iy, 
messages from the king to both houses of pailiamciit 
were delivered^ by the earl of Holdcrnesse and Mr. FlU, 
CA'O secretf tries of state, signifying that his majesty 
had received^^ dviccs of preparations making by llie French 
court, with a design to invade Great Britain; that though 
persuaded, by the universal zeal and affection of his people, 
any such attempt must, under the blessing of God, cud 
in the destruction of tlusc who engaged in it; yet In* 
apprehended he should not act consistetd with that pater- 
nal care and concern which he bad always shown for the 
safety and preservation of his subjects, if he omitted any 
means in his power wldeh might be necessary for their 
defcncC'*; ho, therefore, acquainted the parliament witii 
his having received repealed intelligence of the enemy’s 
j)rcparation8, to the end that bis majesty might, if he 
should think proper, in pursuance of the late act of par- 
liament^ cause the militia, or sucl\^ parts thereof as should 
be necessary, to be drawn out and embodied, in order 
to march as occasion should require. These inessa|;<‘» 
were no sooner read*, than each hi use separately resolved 
to present an address thanking diis majesty for having 
communicated this intelligence ; assuritig him, that they 
would, with their lives and fq-tunes, support him again^^t 
all attempts whatever: that warmed with affection aiui 
&al for his person and government, and animatcrl hy 
(iidiguatiun at the daring designs of an enemy whose det t 
* had hitherto bliunna’ the terror of the Britibji iuavy, 



Ch. XVI. GEOKGE II. n2?-17G0. %1 

tlirv would cbpt'‘'^ully exert their utnuist ettVts to repel 
all insults, luul effivtually enable their sovereigii not only 
to disapjuiiut tlicatteuipts of France, but, by the bles-^in^ 
of (iod, turn thorn to their own confusion. The coin- ' 
inons at the sa^ne time resolved upon another address, 
desiring his maje.sty would give directions to his lieu- 
Irnaiiisof the several eounlies, ridings, and places within 
South Britain, to use their utmost diligence and attention 
in execMitiiig the several acts of i>arliameut made for the 
better ordering the militia. 

ACCOUNT OF TIIUROT. 

TilRSii and other prccautiort.ir)' steps aecordindy 
taken; but the administration wisely ylaied tluMr*(!l6fef 
dependence upon the strength of the navy, fart of which 
was so divided and stationed as to block up all the har> 
hours of France in which the enf ni} were known to make 
any naval armament of eonse<jueiiee. We have seen in 
what manner vear*admiral Roufrey vidted the lown*and 
harbour of Havre-dc-Grace, and scoured that part of the 
coast in successive cruises: we have also recorded the 
expedition and victory of admiral Boscawen over the 
scpiadron of La Clue, which was equij)ped at Touh^, with 
a design to assist in the piqiected invasion. Notwith- 
standing this disaster, the French nunistry persisted in 
their design; towards the execution of which they had 
prepared another considerable fleet, ^ the harbours of 
Rochefort, Bi'e.st, and #Port- Louis, to be eoinmjftided by 
M. de Conflans, and reinforced by a considerable body of 
troops, which were actually assembled under the due 
d’Aiguillon, at Vannes, In Lower BrcAgne, Flat-bottomed 
boats and transports tfl be used in this expedition were 
prepared in differfut ports on the coast of France ; and a 
small squadron was ecjuippel at Dunkirk, under the eom- 
maml of an enterprising adventurer called Thurot, wh^ 
in the course of the preceding year, signaliztd h.s 
tourage and conduct in* a large privateer called the 
Meisle^ which had Bcoured the^orth Seas, taken a 
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number of fhips, and at one time maint^ied an obstinate 
battle against two English frigates, »vliich were obliged 
to desist, after having received considerable damage. This 
man’s name became a terror to the merchants of Great 
Britain; for his valour was not more remarkable in battle 
than his conduct in eluding the pursuit of the British 
cruisers, who were successively detached in quest of him, 
through every part of the German Ocean and North Sea, 
as far as the islands of Orkney. It must be likewise 
owned, for the honour of human nature, that this bold 
mariner, though destitute of the advantages of birth and 
education, was remarkably distinguished by his generosity 
and compassion to those who had the misfortune to fall 
into his power ■ and that his deportment in every respect 
etaiued him (o a much more honourable rank in the 
service of bi^' country. The court of Versailles was not 
insensible to his merit. He obtained a commission from 
the French king, and was vested with the command of 
the small armament now fitting out in the liarbour of 
Dupkirk. The British ^bvernmeut, being apprized of all 
these particulars, took such mea.su res to defeat the pur- 
posed invasion as must have conveyed a very high idea 
of the power of Great Britain to those who considered, 
that, exclusive of the force opposed to tins design, they 
at the same time carried on the most vig(;rous and inv 
portant operations of war in Germany, America, the East 
and West Indies. Thurot’s armament at Dunkirk was 
watched by an Engjlish squadron in the Downs, commanded 
by comkiodore Boys ; the port o^JBavre was guarded by 
rear-admiral Rodney; Mr. Boscawen had been stationed 
off Toulon, and the coast of Vannes was scoured by a 
small squadron dettched from sit* Edward Hawke, who 
had, during the summer, blocked ut> the harbour id 
Brest, where Conflans lay with his fl4t, in order to he 
joined by the other divisiont of the armament. These 
^different squadrons 6f the British navy were connected 
by a chain of separate cruisers; so that ihe whole coast 
of France, from Dunkirk to the extremity of Bretagucj 
was distressed by an ritual blockade. 
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FllENCH’FLIiKT SAILS FKDM BR-fex. 

The French fled bein«? thus hainiicred, forbore tluMr 
'\ilLin|)l upon Britain; and the f)r«jected invasion seemed 
to haiifij in sus)|en‘'e till the month of August, in the 
beginning of which their army in Germany \va.« defeated 
at Minden. Their designs in that country being haillc'd 
l)y thi.s disaster, they seemed to convert their chief atten- 
tion to tlieir sea-armament; the preparations were re- 
sumed with redoubled vigour; and even, after the defeat 
of La Clue, they resolved to try their fortune in a descent, 
They now’ proposed to disembark a body of troops in 1 relaiicl. 
'i hv»rut re(:ei\ed orders to sail from Dunkirk with the first, 
opportunity, and shape his course roun^ the not;iijmi 
par»s of Scotland, that he might alarn\tlie coast of lit‘- 
laml, and make a diversion from that part wUcreConflaus 
intended to effectuate the disembarkation of his forces. 
Tlie transports and ships of war were assembled at Brest 
and Rochefort, having on boan^^a train of artillery', with 
8ad<lles, and other accoutrements for cavalry, to he mounted 
ill Ireland; and a body of French troops, including part 
pfthe Irish brigade, was kept in readiness to embark. The 
execution of this scheme was, however, prevented by the 
vigilance of sir Edward Hawke, who blocked up tlie bur- 
hour of Brest with a fleet of twenty-three capital shijis 
while another squadron of smaller ships and frigates 
umler the command of captain Duff, continued to eruis 
aiung the French coast, from port L’Oicnt, in Bretagne 
to the point of St. Gilk«, in Poitou, At length, however 
in the beginning of November, the British squadron, com 
maiuled by sir Edward Hawke, sir ^'harlts Hardy, an 
tear-admiral (Jeaiy, were driven from the coast of Franc 
hy stress of wcatl|^T, amt on the ninth day of the mont 
anchored in 'J'orbay. The French admiral, Conflam 
STiatched this opportunity of^ailing |rom Brest, with out 
aiid-twenty sail of the line and four frigates, in hopo.s < 
able to destroy the, English squadron cornmande 
hy captain Duff, before the I.irge fleet could return froi 
coask of England. Sir Edwaifl Hawke, having n 



370 HISTORY k GREAT BRITAIN. rri.XVl. 

ceived iutelli^eiice that the Frencli fleql^had sailed from 
Brest, immediately stood tx> sea, in order to j)ursue them ; 
aud ill the mean time, the government issued urdei'S for 
guarding; all those parts of the coast that were thought 
the most exposed to a descent. The lanjl-forces were put 
in motion, and quartered along the shore of Kent and 
Sussex : all the ships of war in the different harbours, even 
those that had just arrived from America, were ordered to 
put to sea, and every step was taken to disconcert the 
designs of the enemy. 

ADMIRAL HAWKE DEFEATS M. DE CONFLANS. 

While thc^ measures were taken with equal vigour 
alki deliberation,, sir Edward Hawke steered bis course 
directly for Quiberon, on the coast of Bretagne, which 
he supposed would be the rendezvous of the French 
squadron : but, notwithstanding his utmost efforts, be was 
driven by a hard gale considerably to the westward, where 
he was joined by two frigates, the Maidstone and Coventry. 
These he directed to keep ahead of the squadron. The 
weather growing more moderate, the former made tluL 
signal for seeing a fleet, on the twentieth day of November, 
at half|an hour past eight o’clock in the morning, and in 
an hour afterwards discovered them to be the enemy’s 
squadron. They were at that time in chase of captain 
Duff’s squadron, which now joined the large fleet, after 
having run som^ risk of being taken. Sir Edward 
Hawke, ^vbo, when the Maidstunfrgave the first notice, 
had formed the line abreast, now perceiving that the 
French admiral endeavoured to escape with all the sail he 
could carry, threw okt a signal for seven of his shi]>s that 
were nearest the enemy to chase, and e^^deavour to detain 
them, until they could be reinforced by the rest of the 
squadron, which we|;e urdeA*d to form into a line-of' 
jiattle ahead, as they chased, that no time might be lost 
in the pursuit. Considering the, roughness of the weather, 
which was extremely tempestuous; the nature of the 
coast, which is in thiS' place rendered very hazaidous by 
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a iiuntber'K)f saiid-banks, shoals, rockst and islands, 
as entirdy unkno^^ to the British sailors as they were 
familiiir to the French navi^tors; the dangers of a short! 
day, dark night, and lee-shore; it required extraordinary 
resolution in Ae English admiral to attempt hostilities 
on this occasion: hut sir Edward Hawke, steeled with the 
integrity and fortitude of his own heart, animated by a 
warm love for his country, and well acquainted with the 
importance of the stake on which the safely of that 
cftuntry in a great measure depended, was resolved to run 
extraordinary risks in his endeavours to frustrate at once 
a boasted scheme projected for the annoyance of his fellow 
subjects. With respect to his ships of the line, he bad but . 
the advantage of one in point of numbd), and n(^:.^> 
riority in men or metal ; consequently, M| de Conflans 
might have hazarded a faif battle on the open sea, with- 
out any imputation of temerity ; but he thought proper 
to play a mure artful game, though it did not succeed 
according to his expectation. H(J kept his fla*t ih a body, 
ami retired close in shore, with a view to draw the English 
s<|uadrou among the shoals and islands, on which be hoped 
•they would pay dear for their rashness and impetuosity, 
while he and his ollicers, who were perfectly acquainted 
with the navigation, could either stay, and take^advan- 
tage of the disaster, or, if hard pressed, retire througif 
channels unknown to the British pilots. At half an hour 
after two the van of the English fleet began the engagement 
with the rear of the enemy, in th^ neighbouihood of 
Belleisle. Every ship, $s she advanced, poured in a broad- 
side on the sternmost of the French, and bore dpwn upon 
their van, leaving the ijcar to those |bat came after. Sir 
Edward Hawke, in the Jfoyal George, of one hundred and 
ten guns, t'esentil his Are in passing through the rear 
of the enemy, and ordered lys master to bring him along- 
side of the French admiral, who commanded in person on 
board the Soleil Royal, a ship mounted with eighty cannon* 
And provided with a complement of twelve hundred men. 
When the pilot remonstrated that Je could not obey his 
eonimanel without the most imminent risk of running 
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UDon a shoaV, tlie veteran re|)lie(l, Vor. have done your 
duty in showinif the daupT ; now you'^are to comply with 
, iny order, and lay me alou;^-.side the Soleil Royal.” His 
wish was |,n’atilied; the Rojal Gcorf^e ranged up willi 
the French admiral. The Thesee, anotlfjr larjje ship of 
the enemy, ninninif up between the two coinmanders, 
sustained the (ire that was reseiwed lor the Soleil Royal ; 
but in returning the first broaiiside foundered, in eonsc- 
quence of the high sea that entered her lower deck-ports, 
and filled her with water Notwithstmulirig the boisterous 
weather, a great number of .ships on both sides fought 
with equal fury and dubious su(*cess, till about four in 
the afternoon, when the Formidable struck her colours, 
'jjg.^uperhe f^.iared the fate of the I'hesee in going ti) 
tKfe bottom. The Hero hauled down her colours in lok«'ii 
of subrnissiolf, and dropped anchor; but the wind was so 
high that no boat could be sent to lake possession. Rv 
this time day-light began to fail, and the greater part 
of the French fleet escaj^ed under cover of tlie daikness. 
Nig'nt approaching, the wind blowing with augmented 
violence, on a Ice-shore, and the British S(|uadron being 
entangled among unknown shoals and islands, sir Edward* 
Hawke made the signal for anchoring to the westward 
of theO.mall island Unmet ; and here the fleet remained 
all night in a very dangerous riding, alarmed by the fury 
of the storm, and the incessant filing of guns of distress, 
without their knowing whether it proceeded from friend 
or Piioniy. The lioleil Royal had, under favour of the 
night, anchored also in the midst or the British squadron ; 
but at day-hreak M. de Conflans ordered her cable to he 
cut, and slie drove a^'horc to the \ycstward of Crozic. 'I'bc 
English admiral immediately mqde signal to the Essex 
to slip cable, and pursue her; and, in rbeying this order, 
she ran unfortunately on sand-hank called Lefoiir, 
where the Resolution; another ship of the British squad- 
S’oii, was already grounded. Here they were both irre- 
coverably lost, in spite of all the assistance that could be 
• given ; but all their jneu, and part of their stores, were 
saved, and the wrecks set oii fiie by order of thc^dmiral. 
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Hr liLe\visc dc't:i<hed the Portland, Chatham, and 
;;'oai)CL‘, to destroy the Suleil Koval, which was burned fiy 
her own before the English ships could approach ; 

but they arrived time enoug;h to reduce the Hero to 
Ji'jhcs on the L^ifour, where she had been also slrandnl; 
and the Juste, anotlier of llieir great ships, perished in the 
mouth of the Loire. I'lie admiral, pcrcLiving- seven large 
sliips of the eiieiiiy riding at anchor hetween Point IVnvas 
and the mouth of the river Vilaine, made the signal to 
weigh, in order to attack them ; but the fury of (be storm 
increaseil to such a degree, that he w'as obliged to remain 
at anchor, and even ordered the top>gallant ma:>ts to be 
struck. In the mean time, the French ships being light- 
ened of their cannon, their officers took alvantage^'t'.ihe 
(lood, and a more moderate gale under ^le land, to entff 
the Vilaine, where they lawV within half a inUe of the en- 
trance, protected by some occasional batteries erected on 
the shore, and by two large frigates moored across the 
mouth of the harbour. Thus the^ Were effeetually secured 
from any attempts of small vessels; and as for Urge 
•ihips, there was not water sufficient to float them within 
flght ing distance of the enemy. On the whole, this lialtle, 
ill which a very considerable number of lives was lost, may 
he considered as one of the most perilous and iu^ortaut 
aeliuns that ever happened in any war between the two, 
nations ; for it not only defeated the projected invasion, 
which had hung menacing so. long over the apprehensions 
of (Ireat Britain ; but it gave the finfehing blow to the 
naval power of Franct^ which was totally disabled from 
.undertaking any thing of consequence in the sequel,® By 
tins time, indeed, Thurot hail escajied from Dunkirk, 
and directed his course *to the Nortl&a, whither he was 
followed by comn^dore toys, who nevertheless was disap- 
pointed in his pursuit; but the fate of that enterprising 
adventurer falls under the annals ^)f the ensuing year, 
among the transactions of wliich it shall be recorded. As 
for sir Edward Hawke, he/jontiiiucd cruising otF the coast 
of Bretagne for a considerable time after the victoiy he 
had obtained, taking particular efre to block op the 
VOL V. MK K 
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nioutli of tliS river Vilaine, tliat the se^ven French sltipg 
might not escape and join M.Confli-.ns, who made shift 
to reach Rochefort with the shattered remains of his 
squadron. Indeed, this service became such a considerable 
object in the eyes of the British minist?;y, that a large 
licet was maintained upon (his coast, apparently for no 
otlicrpurpo.se, during a whole year; and, after all, the 
enemy eluded their vigilance. Sir Edward Hawke, having 
undergone a long and dangerous conflict with tempes- 
tuous weather, was at lengin recalled, and pre.sented to 
his sovereign, who gratified him with a considerable 
peiLsion, for the courage ami conduct he had so i/fteii and 
so long dis[)iayed in the service of his country; and his 
extra/^rdinary (.aerit was afterwards honoured with the 
approbation of ^he parliament. The people of France 
were so dispD ited by the defeat of their army at Minden, 
and the disaster of their squadron at Lagos, that the 
ministry of Versailles thought proper to conceal the ex- 
tent of their last misfortunes under a palliating detail 
puKlished in the gazette of Paris, as a letter from M. Con- 
dans to the count dc St. Plorentin, secretary of the marine. 
In this partial misrepresentation their admiral was madi; 
to affirm, that the British fleet consisted of forty ships of 
the line of battle, besides frigates ; that the Soleil Royal 
^had obliged the Royal George to sheer off ; ibat the seven 
ships which retreated into the river Vilaine had received 
very little damage, aud would be soon repaired ; and 
(hat, by the junction of Bumpart’s squadron, he should 
he sooiV able to give a good acc(kiut of the English ad- 
miral. Tliese tumid assertions, so void of truth, aie 
not to be imputed to an illiberal spirit of vain glory, so 
much as to a political design of extenuating the national 
calamity, and supporting the splHt of ^the people, 

THE IRISH Parliament. 

The alarm of the French invasion, which was thus so 
nappily frustrated, not only disturbed the quiet of Great 
Britain, but also diffifted itself to the kingdom of Ireland, 
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where it was protliJetive of some public disorJltr, In the 
latter end of October, the two houses of parliament, as- 
sembled at Dublin, received a formal message from the 
duke of iledford, lord-lieutciiaiit of that kingdom, to 
the following ftfeet; That, by a letter from the secre- 
tary of state, written by his majesty’s express commauil, 
it appeared that France, far from resigning her plan 
of invasion, on account of the disaster that l)efel lici 
Toulon squadron, was more and more confirmed in her 
purpose, and even instigated by despair itself to attem])t, 
at all hazards, the only resource site seemed to have 
left for thwarting, by a diversion at home, the mea- 
sures of England abroad in prosecuting a war winch 
hitherto opened, in all parts of the worm, so 
able a prospect to the views of Frencb ai^hition: that, 
ill case the body of French troops, amounting to eighteen 
thousand men, under the command of the due d’Aiguillon, 
assembled at Vannes, where also a sufficient number ol 
transports was prepared, shoidd be able to elude the 
llritisb squadron, Ireland would, in all proliability, be* ou{ 
of their chief objects; his grace thought it, therefore, in- 
*cuinbent upon him, in a matter of such high importanei 
to the welfare of that kingdom, to communicate thi: 
intelligence to the Irish parliament. He told tfem, hi$ 
majesty would make no doubt hut that the zeal of liii 
faithful protestant subjects in that kingdom had beei 
already sufficiently quickened by the repeated accounts 
received of the cuemys dangerous Sesigns an^ actua 
preparations made, at a vast expense, in order to invadt 
the several parts of the Britisli dominions. He gnvt 
tliem to understand hp had receivei his sovereign’s com- 
mands, to use his utmost endeavours to animate and ex- 
I’ite his loyal people of Ireland to exert their well-know r 
zeal and spirit in support gof his majesty’s government 
and in defence of all that was dcJflr to them, by tiineh 
preparation to resist and frustrate any attempts of thi 
enemy to disturb the quiet and shake the security o 
this kingdom : he, therefore, in ^le strongest manner 
recomiribnded it to them to manifest, upon this occasion 
tliat zeal the presen! happy establishmtsut, and tha 



37ti l!ISTORvi)rCKEVri’,Kn'AIN. Cii. X\l. 

foi* his niaitsty's person and* government, ])y 
wliich the parliament of that nation" hatl been so often 
( distinguished. Immediately after tins message was com 
mnnieated, the house of eonnnons unanimously resohed 
to present an address to the lord-lieutenaf’jt, thanking his 
grace for llie care and concern he had shown for the safety 
of Ireland, in having imparted intelligence of gp great 
importance ; desiring him to make use of such means as 
should appear to him the most effectual for the security 
and defence of the kingdom; and assuring him, that 
the house would make good whatever exiiense should be 
necessarily incurred fur that purpose. Tliis intimation, 
and the steps that were taken in consequence of it for the 
of lr(A^dtid, produced such apprehensions and 
distraction among the people of that kingdom, as had well 
nigh proved ^‘atal to the pithlic credit. In the first 
transports of popular fear, there was such an extraonlinary 
run upon the banks of Dublin, that several considerable 
liankers were obliged to^stop payment; and the cirni- 
latid'n was in danger of being suddenly stagnated, when 
the lord-lieutenant, the members of both houses of par- 
liament, the lord-mayor, aldermen, merchants, and* 
principal traders of Dublin, eiigagi'd in an association to 
supporO'puhlic credit, by taking the notes of hankers in 
payment: a resolution which effectually answered the 
purpose intended. 

LVYAL'I'V fip THE 1RISI^ CATHOLICS. 

Howsoever the court of Versailles might have flattered 
itself that their invarifjig army woi^ld izi Ireland bo joined 
by a great number of the natives, in all probability it 
would have been disappointed in this h«pe, had their pur- 
posed descent even been car^ned into execution, for no 
signs of disaffection t^ the reigning family appeared at 
fnis juncture. On the contrary, the wealthy individuals 
of the Romish persuasion olfcred to accommodate the go- 
♦vernment with large s^mis of money, in case of necessity, 
to support the present establishment against all ils^'neinii'S 
and tlie Roman- catholics of the'lcity of Corj^' in a liodv, 
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presented an adjrrss to the lord-lieutenant^ expres-Rinif 
their loyalty in thA warmest terms of assurance. Afttfr 
having congratulated his gr&ce on the unparalleled suc- 
cess which had attended his majesty’s arms, and expressed 
their sense of tlie king’s paternal tenderness for his king- 
dom of Ireland, they acknowledged, with the deepest 
sense of gratitude, that protection and indulgence they 
had enjoyed under his majesty's mild and auspicious reign. 
They professed the warmest indignation at the threatened 
invasion of the kingdom by an enemy who, grown des- 
perate from repeated defeats, might possibly make that 
attempt as a last effort, vainly flattered with the ima- 
ginary hope of assistance in Ireland from the former at- 
tachment of their deluded predecessors, fhey assured bis 
grace, in the most solemn manner, tjiat such sctieiuc* 
were altogether inconsistent with their pfinciples and 
itjtentions : that they would, to the utmost exertiotj of 
their abilities, with their lives and fortunes, join in the 
defence and support of his majesty’s royal person and 
government against all invaders- whatsoever: that ^bey 
should be always ready to concur in such measures, and 
• to act such parts in defence of the kingdom, in common 
with the rest of his m:yesty’s subjects, as his grace in his 
great wisdoms hould be pleased to appoint \ and think 
themselves particularly happy to bd under, the direction 
and command of so known an assertor of liberty, sucA 
an important and distinguished governor. Finally, they 
expressed the most earnest wish, that» his majesty’s arras 
might be crowned v^th such a continuance oi success 
»s should enable him to defeat the devices of all his 
enemies, and obtain a speedy and honourable peace. 
"I his cordial address, vfhich was transmitted to the earl of 
Shannon, and him presented to the duke of Bedford, 
must have been very agreeable to the government at such 
a critical conjuncture. 

INSURRECTION IN DUBLIN. 

Although uo traces of di<>atrfction to his majestv'! 

• tK K 
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family apjie.Jivd on this trying occasion, it must never- 
tbt'lcss Ijc acknowledged, that a spirit of dissalisfactioii 
broke out with extraordinary violence among the populace 
of Dublin. The present lord- lieutenant was not remark- 
ably popular in his administration. He htd bestowed one 
place of considerable importance upon a gentleman whose 
person was obnoxi(ms to many people in that kingdom, 
and perhaps failed in that affability and condescension 
which a free and ferocious nation expects to find in the 
character of him to whose rule they are subjected. 
Whether the offence taken at his deportment had created 
enemies to his person, or the nation in general began to 
entertain doubts and jealousies of the government's d('- 
^11^ certain k is, great pains were taken to propagate 
a jelief among t^ic lower sort t)f people, that an union 
would soou b‘o effected between Great Britain and Ireland ; 
in which case this last kingdom would be deprived of its 
}Kirliamcnt and independeuey, and be subjected to the 
same taxes that arc levitj^ upon the people of England. 
Thii. notion inflamed the populace to such a degree, that 
they assembled in a prodigious multitude, broke into the 
house of lords, insulted the peers, seated an old woman* 
on the throne, and searched An’ the journals, which, had 
they bep found, they would have committed tu the flamc.s. 

* Jlot content with this outrage, they compelled the mem- 
bers of l»oth houses, whom they met in the streets, to 
take an oath that they never would consent to such an 
union, or give any vote contrary to the true interest of 
Ireland. ‘Divers coaches l)elonging to obnoxious persons 
were destroyed, and their horses killed j and a gibbet was 
erected for one gen^jeraan in particular, who narrowly 
escaped the ungovernable rage of those riotous insurgents. 
A body of horse and infantry were dra\j;i out on tbi.s oc- 
casion, in order to overawe tb^ multitude, which at night 
di.spersed of itself. Next day addresses to the lord-lieu- 
ti'nant were agreed to by both houses of parliament, and 
a committee of enquiry appointed, that the ringleaders of 
^♦:he tumult might be discovered, and brought to condign 
punishment. * < 
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ALARM OF A IIESCENT IN SCOTtAND. . 

» * 

WnuN the ministry of Knjjiaud received the first advice 
(hat M.Thurot had escaped from Dunkirk with a sniali 
M|ua(lron of iinupd ship^, having on board a body of land- 
troops, desiniicd for a private expedition on the coast oi 
Scotland or Ireland, expresses were immediately des- 
patched lotlie commanding officers of the forces in North 
IJrilain, with orihrs to put the forts along the coast of 
that kingdom in tin* best posture of defence; and to hold 
c\ciy thing in readiness to repel the enemy, in case they 
should atteiiijjt a descent. In consequence of these in- 
structions, beacons were erected for the immediate com- 
munication of intelligence; places of rendt'|vous ap|iointed 
for the regular troojis and militia; and sjrict orders issurti* 
that no officer should ahscyt himself from Jiis duty, on 
any pretence whatever. The greatest encomium that can 
he given to the character of this partisan, is an account 
of the alarm which (bo sailing of his puny armament 
spread through the whole extent d’ such a powerful king- 
dom, whose fleets covered the ocean. Perhaps Thurot’s 
.career wouhl have been sooner slopped, had commodore 
Hoys been victualled for a longer cruise; but this com- 
mander WHS obliged to put into Leith for a suppl,’|of pro- 
visions, at the very time when Thurot was seen hovering 
on the coast near Aberdeen; and, before the English 
squadion was provided for the prosecution of the cruise, 
tlic other had taken shelter at Gotlen^urgh, in Sweden. 


;^OT,ESL % 


1 Id Cm inonUi of Auguh, the king, in 
Muahty ofclrctor of Hanover, hanm 
t.cca«iou for two hundreii thonniul 
P«uMd», a loan by lubBcription for that 
"uiu was opeiuil at the Bank, and filled 
nnnifdiately by irvrn or eight money- 
‘lealcn of l.A]ndon, 

2 that the charge of dinScctioQ to the 

i«riun, nhicb wai lo fondly 


trumpeted by former miniitcrs and 
tbiir adherenta agaiiiil thuie uho bad 
honeilfy and courage to oppose tlir 
measures of a weak and corrupt ad- 
iniaiitration, was entirely IaIbc aiA 
without foundation, appeared at this 
juncture, when in the midst of u cruel, 
oppreiiive, and coiitiueutal war, maint 
taiiiiA by the Hood and treasure of 



380 HISTORY 6V GRliAT BRITAIN. Ui. \\\ 


(•rcit Britain,* II oppusitioii imd in 
•Imlb huuacs of parliament. 1 he ait- 
ilreisei of thanka to hit inajeity, winch 
arr always ilictatcd hy lli« imuicdute 
aervaiiU of the croviii, were iinuiii- 
nioiifily adopted in both luiuH>a, and 
nut only couched in trrnia of op> 
plaiise, but even inflated mlhcxpres- 
iioiis of rapture and admiratinu. Iliry 
declared themielves «(>>iiohlc, that the 
upcratioiii of (ireiit Britain both by 
ira and in America, had received the 
most evident and important adian^ 
'taget from Ihi maintcuaiiee ui the war 
in (iermany, and seemed eager to 
nponic any mcoHurr that might gra- 
tify the inclination of the sovircign. 
The next bill which w js brouglit int(» 
the house related to theniuinmons »• 
sued by the commvsiuncri of the ex* 
ciir^^^d justiies if the peace, fur 
^he appearancr of prrsoni offciidini 
against, or fur furfeituVes incurred by, 
the laws of extfjc. At some doubts 
had arisen with respect to the method 
of summriiing in suih cates, tins bill, 
which obtained the royal assent in due 
course, enacted, that the summons 
left ut the house, or usual place ol^re* 
tuknce, or with the wife, child, or 
menial servants of the person to sum- 
moned, should be held as legal notice, 
as well as the leaving sorb notice at 
the house, workhouse, warehouse, 
•hop, cellar, vault, or usual place of 
resident', of such person, directed to 
him by his right or assumed name ; 
and all dealers in coflee, tea, or cho- 
colate, were subjected to the pciislty 
of twenty pounds, as often as they 
should neglect to attend the commit- 
aioners of excite, when (Jnimoned in 
this man( cr. 

Feeling her end approachiog, she de- 
livered a key to one of her attendants, 
directing him to fetch two papers, 
which abe signed with hcr|iwn hand. 
One was a contract of marriage be- 
tween her daughter and the prince of 
Natuu Weilburgli ; the other was a 
letter to the slates- general, beseeching 
them to consent to this marriage, and 
preserve inviolate the rcgulAioni she 
had made, touching the cducaiion and 
tutelage of the young itadtholdcr. 
Ihese two papers being signed and 
scaled, slic sent for her children, ex- 
horted them to make propertfmprovi- 
menu OB the eduLation they had rc- 


ither, then sin- implore 
jwer Its kIrsHingi on tl 
mbraied them with tin iit -if 
rnal t 

&hi afterwards continued to c 
calnitv and |[elibcratcly with h<r 
friends, and in a few hours cxp'rcil 

I 111 the spring of the )car tin liltn.il 
arts snitaiucd a lainciitiblc loss in thr 
dentil of Cieurge I'mlrrick Haiidci, tlie 
molt cell bnited master in niusii nlini) 
tbu age had produced. He w.is hv 
hrtli a German ; Irat hud stndnd ii< 
Itily, and afterwards settled in rni, 
land, where hr niit with the most l.i 
voiirahlc reception, and resided .iIiuk 
half a cciilury, univt rsally adinin d fur 
hiR stiiiicndoug genius in the subliuii 
parts of niusiul compotilioii. 

One would be apt to imagine, that 
there was something in the eniist.ta 
tioii of the air at this period, ivliiii) 
was panicularly unfavourable to oM 
age ; inasiniieh as, in the comphs ol 
a few manthi, the following personi, 

III the kingdom of Scotland t William 
Darnes, who had been above seventy 
yean a servant in the family of llru 
die, died there, at the age of one huu 
drrd and nine. Catherine Mackenzie 
died III Ross-thire, at the age of ou« 
hundred and eighteen. Janet Blair, 
deeensnl at Moiicmusk, in the shin 
of Aberdeen, liinied of one buntlrd 
and twelve. Alexander Stephens m 
Bamflshirc, at the age of onchundnil 
and right. .lanet Ilarper, at Bains- 
holei, at the age of one hundred and 
icvni. Donid Cameron, in RBiiii<nl>« 
married when be was turned of on' 
biiiiircd, and survived bis roarnai:* 
thirty yean. 

i During this war, the English had al- 
really taken and deatroyed tweuti- 
seveu French ibips of the line, ami 
thirty-one frigates t two of their great 
ihl|[w and four ftigates perished ; 
that their fbole loss, in this partnu- 
lar, amounted to sixty-four*, wliercj*, 
the loss of Great Britain did not ex- 
ceed seven sail of the line and five 
frigates. It may be easily eoneriv»'' 
how the French marine, at first grrailv 
inferior to the naval power of 
must have been aflected by this 
fill balance to its prejudice. 
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Note A, p, 64, 

“ ri"^UE Imperial grenadiers (says he) a*e an adiarable 
-■ corps: one hundred companies defended a rising 
ground, which my best infafitry could not erfiTy. Ferdi- 
nand, who commanded them, returned seven times to the 
charge ; but to no purpose. At first he mastered a battery, 
l)ut could not hold it. The endimy had the advantage of 
a numerous and well-served artillery. It did hoiiouf to 
Lichtenstein, who had the direction. Only the Prussian 
vinny can dispute it with him. My infantry were loo few. 
All my cavalry were j)resent, and idle spectators, excepting 
a bold push by my household troops, and some dAigoojis. 
Ferdinand attacked without jK)wdiT; the enen)y, in return^ 
were not sparing of theirs. They had the advantage of 
a rising ground, of intrenchments, and of a prodigious ar- 
tillery. Several of mv regiments weA repulsed by their 
trnisketry. Henry performed wonders. I tremble for my 
worthy brothers; they are too brave. Fortune turned 
her back on me this da^. I ought have expected it: 
she is a female, and 1 aju no g:illant. In fact, I ought to 
have had more infantry. Success, my dear lord, often oc- 
casions destructive confidence. Twcnty-foiir battalions 
were not sufficient to dislodge sixty thousand men from 
an advantageoiLs post. Another time we will do better-* 
What say you of this Iragiuc, which has only the marquis 
of Brandenburgh for its object ? Tjie great elector would 
be surpils^d to see his jr^ndson at war with the Russians, 
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the Austrians, almost all Gennaii}’, aiio an hundvcil thoti- 
sand French auxiliaries. 1 know nut whether it would he 
disg^race in me to submit, but 1 am sure there will he no 
g[lory in vanquishing me.” 

Note B,/y. 7G. 

This remarkable capitulation, which we shall give here 
at full length, on account of the disputes that rose shortly 
after, concerning what the French called an infraction of 
it, was to the following effect ; 

His majesty, the king of Denmark, touched with the dis- 
tresses of the countries of Bremen and Verden, to which 
Jmb hfta always' granted his special protection; and heiu^ 
desirous, by preventing those countries from being any 
longer the 'theatre of war, to spare also the effusion of 
blood in the armies which are ready to dispute the po>;- 
session tliereof ; hath employed his mediation by the mi- 
nistry of the count dc Lyaar. His royal highness the duke 
of Cumberland, general of the army of the allies, on the 
one part, and his excellency the mareschal duke dc Riche- 
lieu, general of the king of France’s forces in Germany, oit 
the other, have, in consideration of the intervent i(»u of 
his Dinish majesty, respectively engaged their word of 
honour to the count de Lynar, to abide by the convention 
hereafter stipulated; and he, the count dc Lynar, cor- 
respondently to the magnanimity of the king bis mastei’s 
intention, obliges himself to procure the guarantee men- 
tioned in the present convention ; so that it shall be sent 
to him, with his full powers, which there was no time to 
make out, in the q'trcumstances, which hurried his dc- 
])arture. , 

Article f. Hostilities shall cease ontf^hotli sides within 
twenty-four hours, or sooner^ if possible. Orders for thi'^ 
purpose shall be immediately sent to the detached corp''' 
^ 11, The auxiliary troops of the army of the duke of 
Cumberland, namely, those of Hesse, Brunswick, Saxc- 
Gotha, and even those jjf the count de la Lipfie Buckebouri^i 
shall be sent home; and as it necessary to settle }« oti- 
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' li hilly ijiL'ir tlie rtspeclivc countries, a general 

< iliicr of each nation slwll lyj sent from the army of the 
allies, with whom sliall Ije settled the route of those 
t loops, the divisions they shall inarch in, their subsistence 
tii\ their marcll? and their passports to he granted them 
hy his excellency the duke de Richelieu to go to their own 
(oiiiitries, where they shall be placed and distributed as 
shall be agreed upon between the court ot France and 
their respective sovereigns. ^ 

111. His royal highne.ss the duke of Cumberland obliges 
hiinseir to pass the Elbe, with such part of his army as he 
shall not he able to place in the city of Stade : that the 
part of his forces which shall enter into prrison in the 
'^aid city, and which it is supposed may amount to bAwce^’ 
lour and six thousand men, shall reinaiil there under the 
guarantee of his majesty the king of Denniirk, without 
cmmiiitting any act of hostility; nor, on the other hand, 
shall they he exposed to any of the French troops. In 
coiihe(|uencc thereof, commissaries, named on each side, 
.shall agree upon the limits to be fixed round that place, 
fur the conveniency of the garrison ; which limits shall 
hot extend beyond half a league, or a league, from tht 
place, according to the nature of the ground or eircum- 
statices, which shall be fairly settled by the commAsaries 
Hie rest of the Hanoverian array shall go and takt 
quarters in the country beyond the Elbe; and, to facili- 
tate the march of those troops, his excellency the iduke dt 
hichelieu shall concert ^ith a general officer, seijt from 
the Hanoverian array, the route they shall take ; obliging 
himself to give the iiecessai’y passports and security foi 
Uie free passage of tbeip,and their K^gage, to tne place* 
their destination ; his foyal highness the duke of Cum- 
hcrlaud reserving H) himself the liberty of negotiating be 
tween the two courts for atwextension of those quarters 
As to tlie French troops, they shall Vemain in the rest o 
the dutchies of Bremen and Verden, till the definitive re 
wnciliation of the two sovereigns. 

•V. As the aforesaid articles are tp be executed as sooi 
Hi possilfiei^ the Hanoverytn army, and the corps whicl 
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arc dctacbetl from it, particularly thgtVhicb is .at Buck 
Scliantz, and tiic iiejijhhonrbood, ‘ihall retire under Stade 
in tlic space of eiglK-and-forly hours. Tlic French army 
shall not pass the river Oste, in the dutcliy of Bremen, 
till the limits be regulated. It shall, hesule.s, ke(*p all the 
posts and countries of which it is in possession ; and, not 
to retard the regtilation of the limits between the armies, 
commissaries shall he nominated and sent on the tenth 
'*)stant to Bremen-worden, hy his royal highness the 
duke of Cumberland, and his exeelleney the mareschal 
duke de Richelieu, to regulate, as well the limits to be 
assigned to the French army, as those that are to he ob- 
served hy the ;|:nrrisoii at Stade, according to Art. III. 
rnm^V. Aid the aforesaid articles shall be faithfully executed, 
according to theil form and tenor, and under the faith of 
his majesty the king of IJenmark’s guarantee, which the 
count de Lynar, his minister, engages to procure. 

Done at the camp at Closter-Seven, Sept. 8, 1757. 

(Signed) WILLIAM 

Sri‘ARATE AU'IICIES. 

Upon the repressentation mavle by the count de Ljf»ar-* 
with a view to explain some disjtosilions made hy the. pre- 
sent convention, the following articles have been added : 

' I. It is the intention of his excellency the mareseluil 
duke de Richelieu, that the allied troops of his royal high- 
ness the duke of Qimberland shall be sent back to their 
respective countries, according totf.he form mentioned in 
the second article j and that as to their separation ami 
distribution in the country, it shall be regulated between 
the courts, those trolljis not being ejousidered as prisoners 
of war, ‘ 

II. It having been represented that tffie country of Ln- 
nenberg cannot accommodate more than fifteen battalions 
and six squadrons, and that the city of Stade cannot ab- 
solutely contain the garrison of six thousand men allotted 
to it, his excellency the marescbkl duke de Richelieu bein^ 
pressed by M. de Lynaf, who supported this representation 
by the guarantee of his Danish viiyesty, gives consent. 

I 
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.•jnl his^ royal binliness the duke of Ciinibeiland ongagos 
lo cause (li'ieen battalions and six squadrons to pass the 
Llhe, and the whole body of hunters^ and the remainin;i|l 
ten battalions and hveuty-tighl squadrons shall be placed 
in the town of Slade, and the places nearest to it that 
are within the line, which shall be marked by posts from 
the mouth of the Liche in the Elbe, to the mouth of the 
Elmerbeck in the river Oste; provided always, that the 
said ten battalions and twenty-eight squadrons 
he quartered tliere as they are at the tune ot signing this 
(‘t»nv( niton, and shall not be recruited uiidc'r any pretext, 
or angmented in any case ; and this clause is particularly 
guaranteed liy the count de Lynar in Uic name of hi.s 
Danish majesty, • 

III. Upon the representation of his W)yal highness Ae 
duke of Cumberland, that the army and^he detached 
corps cannot both retire under Stadc in eight«and-forty 
hours, agreeable to the convention, his excellency the 
mareschal duke de Richelieu buth signified, that he will 
grant them proper time, provided the corps encamped at 
Ruck S( hautz, as well as the army encamped at Bremen- 
•wordeii, begin their march to retire in four-and-twenly 
hours after signing the convention. The time necessary 
f ir other arrangements, and the execution of th^ articles 
Concerning the respective limits, shall be settled betweei 
lieutenant-general Sporcken, and the marquis deVillemar, 
first lieutenant-general of the king’s array. 

Done, &c, * 


Note C, p. 118. 

, ♦ 

The letter, which ^as written in French, we have 
translated, for th# reader’s satisfaction. 

“ 1 am informed that th^esign of a treaty of neutrality 
fw the electorate of Hanover is nW yet laid aside. Is it 
possible that your majesty can have so little fortitude anfl 
constancy, as lo be dispirited by a small reverse of for* 
tune? Are affairs so ruinous that they cannot be repaired.* 
1 hope majesty will ^consider flie step you have made 
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ipe hazard, 'and remember that you aji^ the sole^aiise of 
these misfortunes that now impend over my head. I 
should never have abandoned the alliance of France, but 
for your flattering assurances, I do not now repent of 
the treaty 1 have concluded with your mhjesty ; but 1 ex- 
pect you will not ingloriously leave me at the mercy of 
my enemies, after having brought upon me all the force 
of Eurojie. I depend upon your adhering to your repeated 
UPgagementsof thetwenty-sixth of last moitth, and that you 
will listen to no treaty in which 1 am not com]»rehended.’’ 

Note \\ /). 13(J. 

j It was enacted, That eveiy person subscribing for fne 
hundred pounds 'should be entitled to four hundred and 
fifty in anniAties, and fifty pounds in lottery tickets, and 
so in proportion for a greater or lesser sum j that the 
lottery should consist of tickets of the value of ten pounds 
each, in a proportion not Exceeding eight blanks to a prize; 
the blanks to be of the value of six pounds each ; tiic 
blanks and prizes to bear an interest after the rate of three 
pounds per cent, to commence from the first day of Ja-* 
nuaiy, in the year one thousand seven liundred and fifty- 
nine; &nd that the sum of four millions five huiidrrd 
•thousand pounds, to be raised by annuities, should bear 
an interest after the rate of three pounds ten shillings 
per cent; from the fifth day of July in the present year; 
which acuities should stand reduf^d to three pounds per 
cent aner the expiration of twenty-four years, and 
afterwards be redeemable in the whole, or in part, by 
sums not less thaT«.five hundred thousand pounds, at 
one time: six months notice har'ing been first given of 
such payments respectively; that anyt^ubscriber might, 
on or before the twenty-ninth day of April, make a de- 
posit of ten pounds jler cent, on such sums as he should 
(•boose to subscribe towards raising these five millions, with 
the cashiers of the bank, as a security for bis future pay- 
< ments on the days a]}|)oiDted for that purpose; that the 
several sums so received hy thg ^ashlers 8hot|}(f be ]*aul 
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ulto ihe^receipt of the exchequer, to be appliAi from tinie 
to time to such services as should then have been voted by 
the house of commoDS in this session of ]>arliament, andt 
not otherwise: that any subscriber, paying the whole or 
any part of his Ibbscription previous to the days appointed 
for the respective payments, should be allowed a discount, 
at the rate of three per cent, from the days of such re- 
spective pauueuts ter the respective times on which such 
jiayments were directed to be made, and that ail persoiv^ 
who should make their full payments on the said lottery, 
should receive their tickets as soon as they could be con- 
veniently made out. 


Nioie E, p. 145. 

AMONG those rendered perpetual, we hnd^n act of the 
13th and 14th of Charles 11. for preventing theft and ra- 
])me. An act of the 9th of George I, for punishing per- 
sons going armed in disguise. clause in the act of Jthe 
sixth of George 11. to prevent the breaking down the bank 
of any river : and another clause in the said act, to pre- 
*vent the treacherous cutting of hop-binds. Several clauses 
in an act of the 10th of George II. for punishing persons 
setting on fire any mine, &c. The tcmporaiy part of the 
act of the 20th of Geo. II, for taking away the hereditary* 
jurisdictions of Scotland, relating to the power of appeal- 
ing to circuit courts. Those continujd were,— f. An act 
of the 12th of Georg(| II. for granting liberty carry 
sugars, &c. until the twenty-ninth of September, in the 
year one thousand seven hundred and sixty-four, and to 
the end of the next ses^on of parlianlUnt.— 2. An act of tin* 
«5th of George 11. to prwcut frauds by bankrupts, Ac, Atr 
the same period.-*-^. Au act of the 8th of George II. for 
encouraging the importati#n of naval stores, &e. Air the 
same period.— 4. An act of the 19t1i of George 11. for firc- 
ventiug frauds in the admeasurement of coals, &c. untfl 
June 24, 1759; mid to tl/is was added, a perpetual clause^ 
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n^anufactnrfe of British sail-cloth until »the twcii^ly-uinth 
of September, one thousand seven hundred and sixty-four. 

( •—6. An act of the 4th of George 11. for granting an allow- 
ance upon British* made gunpowder, for the same period. 
--7. An aet of the 4th of George II. for t'ncouragiiig the 
trade of the sugar colonies, until tlic twenty-ninth ol 
September, one IIiouskihI seven hundred and sixty-one.— 
And, 8, so much of the act of the lf)th and iGth ol 
peorge II. to empower the importers of run), &c. as jc- 
lates to landing it before the payment of duties, uiitd 
the 29 th of September, one thousand seven Imndred and 
sixty-four. 


Me F, p. 225. 

Translation of the Letter loritten hy the Ditke of Bruns- 
wick to his brother Pnnee Fcrdinanil, 

** Sir, 

** 1 know you too well to doubt that the situation in 
which we stand at present, with respect to each otlu’i, 
gives you abundance of unea-siuess ; nor will you doidit* 
that it gives me equal concern; indeed, it afflict.s mo 
greatly,^ Meanwhile I could never, my dearest brother, 
have believed that you would be the person who should 
carry, away from me my eldest son. I am exceedingly 
mortified to find mv.self under the hard necessity of tell- 
ing you^that this step is contrary J;o the law of nation'*, 
and the constitution of the empire; and that, if yon 
persist in it, you will disgrace your family, and bring a 
staiu upon your country, which ^you pretend to serve. 
The liereditary prince, my son, vtas at Hamburgh by my 
order, and you have carried him to jjitade. Could lie 
distrust his uncle, an uncle ^dio hath done so much ho- 
nour to his family ? Co^ld he believe that this uiide would 
deprive him of liberty, a liberty never refused to the 
lowest ofliccr.^ I ordered him tuniake a tour to Holland: 
Wld not the lowest officer have done as much ? Let ns 
suppose for a moment, that troops, among^if horn li‘' 
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R' rvt'd, were lo jiave staid with llie Hanoverians, would 
jt not Ifeve been still in iny power to give an officer leave 
of absence, or even leave td resign bis commission ? ant^ 
would you hinder your brother, the head of your family, 
and of such a^ainily as ours, to exercise this right with 
regard to a son, who is the hereditary prince, of whose 
rights and prerogatives you cannot be ignorant? It is 
impossible you could have conceived such designs, without 
the suggestion of others. Those who did suggest them 
have trampled on the rights of nature, of nations, ailcK" 
of the princes of Germany; they have induced you to 
add to all these the most cruel insult on a brother whom 
you love, and who always loved you with the warmest af- 
fection. Would you have your brother Ily his j^ift com- ‘ 
plaints against you before the whole epipire, and all I?u- 
rope ? Arc not your proceedings without example ? What 
is Germany become? What are its princes become, and 
our house ia particular? Is it the interest of the two 
kings, the cause of your count|y, and my cause that you 
pretend to support?—*! repeat it, brother, that this d(*sign 
could not have been framed by you. I again command my 
• son to ])ursue his journey; and I cannot conceive you will 
give the IcJist obstruction; if you should (which I pray God 
avert) 1 solemnly declare that I will not be const«nincd hy 
such measures, iior shall I ever forget what I owe (o myself. 
As to my troops, you may see what 1 have wiitten on that 
head tothe Hanoverian mlnisjtry. The dukeof Ciupberland, 
by the convention of Closter-Scven, lisraissed them, and 
sent them home ; ihe^aid ministry gave me not fee of this 
convention, as a treaty by which 1 was hound. The march 
of the troops was settled ; and aj incident hapjicning, 
they halted ; that ohsAacle’ being removed, they were to 
have continued their iSarch. The court of Hanover will 
be no longer bou* d by the convention, while I not only 
accepted it upon their worJ, but l^ive also, in conformity 
with their instructions, negotiated at Versailles, and 
Vienna. After all these jsteps, they would have me con- 
liMdict myself, break my word, and entirely ruin mji 
^■'^ate,^ well as my honour. Hiil you ever know your 
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brother piil,^y of sudi things? True it is, I have, as y(Mi 
say, sacrificed my all ; or rather, 1 have l)een siftTifiecd. 
The only thing left inc is my honour; and in the unh.i]))iv 
contrast of our situations, I lament both you and myself, 
that it should he from you, my dear brother, I should re- 
ceive the tTutd advice to give uj) my honour. I cannot 
listen to it : 1 caiujol recede from my promise. My troojis, 
therefort*, must return home, agreeably to what the duke 
of Cumberland and the Hanoverian ministry stipulated 
Tilth regard to me in the strongest manner. J am afraid 
that the true circumstances of things are concealed from 
you. Not to detail! your express too long, I shidl send 
you, by the post, copies of all I have written to the Hano- 
verian jninistry* It win grieve your honest lieart to read 
its I am, with ajiearl almost broken, yet full of tendci- 
ness for }ou,^vour, &c. 

“ Blanekenbourg, Nov. 27, 1757." 

Noi% G, 249. 

A DETAIL of the cruelties committed by those barbanan ^ 
cannot be read without horror, I'hey not only burned a • 
great number of villages, but they ravished, rifled, mur- 
dered, {|'id mutilated the inhabitants, without distinetiou 
of age or sex, without any other provocation or incitcim iit 
than brutal lust and wantonness of barbarity. I'hey even 
violated the sepulchres of the dead, which have been held 
sacred among the most savage nations. At Carnin and 
BreckhoKz they forced open the graves and sepulcliral 
vaults, and stripped the bodies of the generals Schlaberii- 
dorf and Kuitz, whic^ had been deposited there. But the 
collected force of their vengeance <Vas discharged agaiiM 
Custi'in, the capital of the New Marche of Brandeiibuigh, 
situated at the conflux of the ^farta and the Oder, about 
fifteen English miles fi')ro Frankfurt. The particulars of 
IJie disaster that befel this city, are particularly related in 
the following extractsf from a l?,ttcr written by an inha' 
Vitant and eye-witness. 

“On the thirteenth iif Aiigus>t, about three ^ejoeb in 
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the afternoon, a sudden report was spread tlmt a body of 
Hussiat^ hussars .tryl cos.sarks appeared in sijfht of the lilkle 
suburb. All the people were immediately in motion, and 
the >^hole city was fdled with terror, esjiecully as 
were certain!) informed that the wdiole Russian army was 
advarjcin; 2 ^ from Mescrie and Koni^swalda, by the way of 
LaiidslKTg. A reinforcement was immediately sent to our 
piquet-guard iit the suburb, amounting, by this junction, 
to three hinnlred men, who were soon attacked by the 
enemy, and the skirmish lasted from four till seven o'clock, 
in thtj evening. During this disjmte, we could plainly 
perceive fi’om our ramparts and ehurch* steeple, several 
jicrsons of distinction mounted on English horses, recou- 
noitritjg our fortification through pernective glasses.- 
They retired, however, when our cannon began*io line : 
then our piquet txiok possession of th&r former post in 
the suburb: and the reinforcement we hadlent from the 
city returned, after having broken down the bridge over 
till* Oder. Next day count Dohna, who commanded the 
army near Erauekfort, sent itia^einforcement of four, bat- 
talions, ten sqi^adrons, and a small body of hussars, under 
^ the command of lieutenautTgeiieral Scberlemmer. The 
hussars and a body of dragoons were added to the piquet 
of the little suliurb; the four battalions pitc^d their 
tents on the Anger, between the suburbs and the fortifi- 
cation ; and the rest of the dragoons remained in the field 
to cover the long suburb. General Scberlemmer, attended 
by our governor, colonel Sclmck, we^t with a snftall party 
to observe the enemy ;dbut were obliged to retire,^nd were 
pursued by the cossacks to the walls of the city. Between 
four and five o’clock next morning the poor inhabitants 
were roused from they sleep by thf noise of the cannon, 
intermingled with the (dismal shrieks and hideous ycllings 
of the cossacks bHonging to the Russian army. Alarmed 
at this horrid noise, I ascAided t^e church-steeple, from 
whence 1 beheld the whole plain, extending from the 
little suburb to the forest, covered with the enemy's troop!, 
and our light horse, supported by the infantry, engaged 
in different places with their ^regulars. At eight i 
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descried a bt^dy «>l' the enciuy’s ii\fautry, >\ho-.e vau coi!- 
siAted of lour or five tlwusand men, (idvaiicing towards 
the vineyard, in the ueijfhkmrbootl of vvhicli they had 
^'raised occasional batteries in the preceding evening; from 
these they now played on our piquet-gnajd and Imssars* 
who were obliged to retire. They then fired, en ricochet ^ 
on the tents and baggage of the four batlalioiis encamped 
on the Auger, who were also eoiiipelled to retreat. Having 
thus cleared the environs, they threw into the city such 
j^r'iiuniber of bombs and red-hot bullets, that by nine in 
the morning it was set on fire in three diflerent places; 
and the streets being narrow, burned with such fury, that 
all our endeavours lu extinguish it proved inefTectuii!. 
‘ At this time tbei whole atmosphere apjieared like a showei 
oh fiery rain aud^hail; and the miserable inliabitaut'i 
thought of ndhing but saving.their lives by running into 
the open fields. The whole place was filled with teiror 
and consternation, and resounded with the shrieks of 
women and children, wh(| ran about in the utmost dis 
traction, exposed to the shot and Ixunb-shells, which, 
bursting, tore in pieces every thing that stood in then 
way. As 1 led my wife, with a young child in her arms 
and drove the rest of my children and servants half naked 
before those instruments of death and devastation 
fell about us like hail ; but, by the mercy of God, wc all 
dscaped unhurt. Nothing could be more melancholy and 
affecting than a sight of the wretched people, flying in 
crowds, and Icaviug^ilheir all behind, while they rent the 
sky withir.heir lamentations. Mauf women of distinction 
I saw without shoes aud stockings, and almost without 
clothes, who had liceii roused from their beds, and ran 
out naked into the st^ets. When my family had reached 
the open plain, 1 endeavoured to 'return, and save sonn 
of ray effects; but I could not force ^ny way thnwgh 
a multitude of people,^thron^ing out at the gate, soini' 
sick and bed-ridden persons being carried on horsebact 
and in carriages, and others conveyed on the backs ol 
f Jieir friends, through a most dreadful scene of horror ami 
d<‘olation, A great iq/i»ber of families from op'’* 
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country, and defenceless towns in Prussia and Poitie- 
rania, fiad come Wither for shelter with their most viifii- 
ahle eflects, when the Russians first entered the king;*^ 
territories. These, as well Jis the inhabitants, ar«j all 
ruined ; and waany, who a few days ago jiossessed consi- 
derable wealth, arc now reduced to the utmost indigence, 
'riie neighbouring towns and vil!agc.s were soon crowded 
with tbe pecjple of Custrin ; the roads were filled with 
objects of miseiy j and nothing was seen but nakedness 
and despair; nothing heard but tbe ciicsof hunger, fea?; 
and distraction. For my own part, 1 stayed all night at 
Uoltz, and then proceeded for Berlin. Custrin is now a 
heap of ruins. The great magazine, the ^vernor’s house, 4 
the church, the palace, the ston* and ariillery-hguses, in' 
a word, the old and new towns, the suj)ijrhs, and all ftie 
bridges, W'ere reduced to aithes ; nay, after |he ashes were 
destroyed, tlie piles and sterlings were burned to the 
w.'itcr’s edgf . The writings of all the colleges, together 
v>ith the a!chivc,s of the count<iy, were totally consumed, 
<ogt‘lhcr with a prodigious magazine of corn and Wour, 
'•rtlued iit four^milliom of crowns. The cannon in the 
* arsenal were .all melted; and the loaded bombs and car- 
tridges, with a large quantity of gunpowder, went off at 
('uce with a most horrid explosion. A great nimber of 
the inhabitants are missing, supposed to have perished iji 
the flames, or under the ruins of tbe houses, or to have 
been sjjffocated in subterraneous vaults and caverns, to 
which they had fled for safety." 

Nothing could he more inhuman, or conlrEfiy to the 
practice of a generous enemy, than such veugi^ance 
wreaked upon the innocent inhabitants ; for the Russians 
did not begin to batt^i^ the fortifications until all the rest 
ef the place destroyed. In the course of this cam- 
paign, the Russian cossacjts are said to ha\e phnidered 
and burned fourteen large towni and two hundred vil- 
lages, and wantonly butchiTed alwve two thousand dit- 
fenceless women and chiUren. Such monsters of barbarity 
ought to be excluded from all the privileges of humak 
«aturej|nd hunted dovjn as wil#lx'asts without pity or 
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<’<'ssatioii. What infamy ought those , Mowers to iiicui, 
who cm))loy and encourage such ruthll‘ss barbarians ? 

Nok II, p, 263. 

As very little notice was taken, in the detail published 
by authority, of any part which this great man acted in 
the battle of Hochkirchen, and a report was industriously 
circulated in this kingdom, that he was surprised in Ins 
tent, naked, and half asleep, we think it the duty of a 
candid historian to vindicate his memory and reputation 
from the foul aspersion thrown by the pertidious and illi- 
beral hand of envious malice, or else contrived to screen 
some oti sr character from the imputation of misconduct. 
*'rHe task we are enabled to perform by a gentleman of 
candour and icndoubted credit," who learned the following 
particulars at Berlin from a person that was eye-witness 
of the whole transaction. Field-mareschal Keith, who 
arrived in the camp the veiy day that preceded the bailie, 
disapproved of the situation of the Prussian aru»y, and re- 
monstrated to tiie king on that subject, in consequeuee 
of bis advice, a certain general was sent with a delachmenl 
to take possession of the heights that commanded the 
village of Hochkirchen; but by some fatality he mis- 
carried. Mareschal Keith was not in any tent, but lodged 
with prince Francis of Brunswick, in a house belonging 
to a Saxon major. When the first alarm was given in the 
night, he instantly iftounted his horse, assembled a body 
of the nefcest troops, and marched directly to the place 
that was attacked. The Austrians had taken possession 
of the hill which the Prussian officer was sent to occupy, 
and this they fortified with catiqon: then (hey made 
themselves ma.sters of the village in whjfb tlie free nui)- 
panies of Anginclli had been , posted. Mareschal Keith 
immediately conceived Rie dc‘!ign of the Austrian general, 
and knowing the importance of this place, thither directed 
all his efforts, He in person led on the troops to the attack 
oft the village, from wheme he drove the enemy; but 
being overpowered by nfonkrs c(jntinually p 0 nri|pgdown 
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iVuni the hills, h® was obliged to retire iu ht!? turn, tje 
rallied his men, returned to the charge, and regained 
))<>ssessioii of the place; being again repulsed by fresl% 
reinforcements of the enemy, he made another effort, 
entered the vilflge a third time, and finding it untenable, 
ordered it to l)e set on fire. Thus he kept the Austrians 
at bay, and maintained a desperate conflict against the 
flower of the Austrian army, from four iu the morning 
till nine, when tlie Prussians were formed, and b(‘gan to 
file oft' in their retreat. During the whole dispute he 
rallied the troops in person, charged at their bead, and 
exposed his life in the hottest of a dreadful fire, like a 
private captain of grenadiers. He fouri^ it necessary to 
exert himself in this manner, the better to renmve tj|e 
bad effects of the confusion that prevailed, and in order 
to inspirit the troops to their utmost exirtiun by his 
voice, presence, and example. Even when dangerously 
wounded; at eight in the raoruiug, he refused to quit the 
field; ])ut oontinued to sigiiali^ himself in the midst of 
the carnage un^ nine, when be received a second shot in 
liis breast, and mil speechless into the arras of Mr.Tibay, 
*an English volunteer, who had attended him during the 
whole campaign. This gentleman, who was likewise 
wounded, applied to a Prussian officer for a fil?of men 
to remove the raareschal, being uucertaiti whether he was 
entirely deprived of life. His request was granted; but 
the soldiers, in advancing to the spot, wer6 countermanded 
by another officer, pe afterwards ^poke on the same 
subject to one of the Prussian generals, a German prince, 
as he chanced to pass on horseback : when Mr. Tibay told 
him the field*maresclial was lying frounded on the field, 
he asked if his wouneff* were mortal ; and the other an- 
swering he was alraid they were, the prince shrugged up 
his shoulders, and rode off firithout further question. The 
body of this great officer, being thulshamefully abandoned, 
was soon stripped by the Austriqp stragglers, and lay 
exposed and undistinguished on the field of battle. In 
this situation it was perceived by count Lasci, son of thd 
generaf qf that uame^ v^ih whodt mareschal Keith bad 
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si rveil in Ri^sia. This young count ha*' boon tlic man'- 
sehal’s pupil, arul revered liim as his military father, 
though employed iu the Austrian service. He recognised 
the body by the large scar of a dangerous wound, which 
general Keith had received in his thigh Vt the siege of 
Oczakow, and could not help bursting into tears to sec 
his honoured master thus extended at his feet, a nakcil, 
lifeless, and deserted corse. He forthwith caused his 
jjody to be covered and interred. It was afterwards taken 
up, and decently buried by the curate of llochkirchen; 
and finally, removed to Berlin by order of the kitig of 
Prussia, who bestowed upon it tlnwe funeral honours that 
were due to th 4 dignified rank and transcendent merit of 
lie def’tased; merit so universally acknowledged, that 
even the Saxons lamented him as their best friend and 
pall-on,, who ^protected them from violence and outrage, 
even wliile he acted a principal part in subjecting thciii 
to the dominion of his sovereign. 

Note I, p. 297. 

Among other transactions that distinguish the history, 
of Great Britain, scarce a year glides away without jiro- 
duciiig tome incident that strongly marks the singnl.M' 
/'haracter of the English nation. A very extraordinary 
instance of this nature, relating to the late duke of Marl- 
borough, we shall recora among the events of this year, 
although it derived* its origin fiom the latter end of tk* 
last, anti cannot be properly enumerated among tlio'^c 
occurrences that appertain to general histoiy. Towanb 
the end of Novemb^^, in the preceding year, the abo' c- 
mentioned nobleman received, bj the post, a letter di- 
rected To his Grace the Duk*e of Marlborough, wilh 
care and speed/' and eontain^g this audress: 

“ My l/inl, ' 

“ As ceremony is r.n idle thing upon most occasions, 
^raore especially to persons in rtjy slate of mind, I sha^^ 
proceed immediately acquaint you with tjie motive and 
end of addressing this epistle to yoy, which is ccfi&Hy intf' 
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' I 

Ksling to us l)oy». You are to know then, llM my pios^nl, 
situalki^i in life i.sSnel^iliat I should jirei’er annihilaliou U> 
a eontinuaiico in it. Desperate diseases require despera% 
leraedies; and you are the man I have pitched hjjoii, 
either to maki me or unmake yourself. As I never liad 
the honour to live among the great, the tenour of my 
proposafj will not be very eourlly; hut let that he im 
.argument lo enforce .t belief of what I am now going to 
write It has employed my invention for some time to 
find out a method of destroying another without exposing 
my own life; tliat I have accomplished, and defy the law. 
Now, for the application of it. I am di'spcrate, and must 
he provided for. You have it in your yower; it is ray 
laisini'ss to make it your inclination to serve rav*, wlij^eh 
ym must determine to comply with# by ]jroeuring me 
a genteel support for my*life, or your o'jpi will he at a 
j'Miod, before, thij session of parli.iment is over, 1 havq 
more motives tlnu one fur singling you out upon this 
occasion ; and 1 give you tliis.)fair warning, because the 
tneims I shall make use of are, tx )0 fatal to be elude!! hy 
till* power of plffbic. If you think this of any consequence, 
. v(ni will not fail lo meet the author on Sunday next, at 
ten in the morning, or on Monday (if the weather should 
i)e r.aiiiy on Sunday), near the first tree beyoml*the stile 
m Hyde- park, in the f<x)t-walk to Kensington. Secrecy 
and compliance may preserve you from a double danger 
of this sort, as there is a certain part of the world where 
your death has more than been wished for upon other 
motives. 1 know theVorld too well to trust diis secret 
m any breast hut my own. A few days determine me 
your friend or enemy. <c 

‘ You will ajipjehemt that I mean yoU should be alone ; 
and depend upon it, that a^iscovery of any artifice in this 
affair will be fatal to you. My Safety is ensured hy my 
^‘iienoe, for confession only can eoiidenin me.” 

he duke, in compliaucp with this Itrange remonstrance, 
appeared at toe time and place appointed, mi horsehacR 
■■t“d allele, with pistols before hijn, and the star of his 
Vor.. ♦ M „ 
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oriRr ilispbiyt^I, Hi, it Ik* might be tin- mo^e e-isily known, 
He* bad likewise (:ikiu the piccautioii of* engaging .“t friend 
y* attend in the I'ark, at such a distance, however, as 
seartje to be olibervahle. He continued some time on the 
spot without seeing any person he could suspect of having 
wrote the leller, and theti rode away; hnt chancing to 
liiin his head when he reached llydc-park-corner, he 
perci'ived a man sl-aiiding at the bridge, and looking at 
the water, within twenty yards ul the tree which was de- 
, scril)ed in the letter. He forthwith rode back at a gentle 
pace, and passing hy the person expected to he addressed; 
hut as no advance of this kind was made, he, in repassing, 
1k)w id to ilie stranger, and asked if ho had not something 
to (‘ommj^uicateJ The man replying, No, 1 don’t know 
the duke to|^d him his name, adding, Now yon 
know me, I in|agine you IiavetSoniethiiig to say to me.” 
I5ut he still anaWered iu the negative, and the duke rode 
home. In a day or two after this transaction, another 
letter was brought to Kim> (^mched in the following terms ; 

^ My Lord, 

“ You receive this as an acknowledgment of your punr 
tuality as to the Hme and place of meeting on Suml.i> 
last, thou|;li it was owing to you it answered no purpose. 
The pageantry of being armed, and the ensign of your 
orfjer, were useless, and too conspicuous. You needed m* 
attendant, the place was not calculated for mischief, nor 
was any intended. If }uu walk in the west aisle of VVest^ 
minster-allbey, towards eleven o'clftck on Sunday next, 
your sagacity will ponit out the person whom you will 
address, hy asking his company to take a turn or two 
with you. You will nol fail, on cmiuiry, to be acquainted 
witli thl^ name and place of abode. According to 
which direction you will please to senS two or three 
hundred pound bank ikYcs the next day by the penny 
]H)St. Exert not your curiudty too early; it is in your 
' po(ver to make me grtsteful on certain terms. 1 h iv<* 
frjeiids who are faithful, but they do not hark beh're 
they bite, ^ “lam, Ac.,!*’. 
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The diike, d^'iermiuinj, if possible, to iiiveil this fnys- 
tery, flc]) lin'd to’tlie Abbey at tbe lime jireseribed; and, 
af’in* lia\in{? walked up and down for live or six 
saw the \L*ry same j^ersou to whom he had spoken in JJyde- 
park enter tHe Abbey, with another man of a creditab^i 
ajvpearanei’. This last, after they had viewed some of 
the inoimmeiits, went into the choir, and the oilier lurn- 
in;^ back advaneed towards the duke, who aecnstin;; him, 
asKed him if he had any thing to say to him, or any ' 
commands for him? He replied, “ No, my lord, 1 have • 
not.”— ‘ Sure you have,” said the duke; but he persisted 
in his denial. Then the duke leaving him, took fcveral 
turns in the aisle, while the stranger walked on the Mheifc 
side. But nothing further passed betweeu $]iein; an'd 
although tlie duke had protided sini'era) persons in dis- 
guise to apprehend the delinquent, he forbore, giving the 
signal, that notwithstanding appearance, he might rYti 
no risk of injuring aii imioeent person. Not long after 
(his second disappointment received a third letter, to 
lliC lullowing effect; •* 

“ My Lord, 

i am fully convinced you had a companion on Sunday 
I interpret it as owing to the weakness of human nature; 
but such proceeding is far from being ingenuous, and may 
produce bad effects, whilst it is impossilde to ajiswer the 
end proposed. You will see me again soon, as It were by 
accident, and may easily find whJire I go to ; in couse- 
uuence of wliicii, by being sent to, I shall w?iit on your 
grace, but expect to Iw quite alone, and to converse in 
whispeis; ymu will likewise gy’e your honour, upon 
meeting, that no pfM of the conversation shall transpire. 
These and th(^ former terras complied with ensure your 
saft'ty; my revenge, in^easc of non-compliance (or any 
fichemeto expose mo) will be^ower, hut not less sure; 
am! strong suspicion the utmost that can possibly cysu^ 
upon it, while the chajices woulcf be ten-fold against you. 
You will [lossildy be in doubt after the meeting, but | is 
qnitii^iccessary the t^ilside slijuld l»' a mask to the in. 
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Thd family of,.the Bloo(.s is not extinct, thou|ifh they aie 
not in mj scheme.” ■' ‘ f 

. The expression, You will see me again soon, as it were 
by accident,” plainly pointed at the person to whom he 
had spoke in the Park and In the Abbeys- nevertheless, 
he saw him not again, nor did he bear any thing furtln r 
of the aflair for two months, at the expiration of which 
the post brought him the follzwing' letter; 

“ May it please your Grace, 

I have reason to believe, that the son of one Barnarr], 
a syveyor, in Abingdon- buildings, Westminster, is ac- 
quainted with some secrets that nearly concern your 
safety: his fathet is now out of town, which will give you 
iin'"opportunity of questioning him more privately; ii 
would be useless to your grac<j, as well as dangerous to 
me, to appear ^noro publicly in this affair. 

' Your sincere frieiul, 

“ ANONYMOUS. 

\^e frequently goes to Storey’s-gate c^offee- house.” 

In aliout a week after this intimation was received, the 
duke sent a person to the coffee-house, to cnciuire for 
Mr. Barnard, and tell him he would be glad to .speak to 
him. The message was delivered, and Barnard dechircd 
h(?* woul^l wait tipon his grace next Thursday, at half an 
hour after ten in the morning, He was punctual to his 
ap|ioinfmeiit, and no, sooner appeared than the duke re- 
cognised Win to be the person to wftom he had spoke in 
tin* Park and the Abbey. Having conducted him into an 
apartment, and shut the door, he asked, as before, if b'' 
had any thing to coinmtinirate: and was answered, as for- 
merly, in the negative. Then thd duke repeated every 
circumstanee of this strange transaction^ to which Bai- 
iianl listened with atlewtion and .surprise, yet without 
exlubitiijg any marks of conscious guilt or confusion. 

*Tlfe duke ol^strviug tlAvt it was malbr of astonishment 
t^-soe letters of such import written with the rorre( tm:i>‘’ 
of a scholar, ilu ntluT i^Mdicd, that a mau might ^14* vciy 
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jKior and very I««rpcd al the s.iiifc time. tV'heii he saw 
the fourth letter, in which his name was incnlioned, with 
the cir(‘unistancc of his father’s absence, he said, “ It 
very odd, my father was then out of town.” An exjfes- 
sion tlie more remtirkable, as the letter was without date, 
anti he could not, as an innocent man, be supposed to 
know at what time it was written. The duke havifi|; 
made him aetiuaintcd with the particulars, told him, that 
f lie was innocent he ought to use his endeavours to detect 
the writer of the letters, especially of the last, in which 
he was expressly named. To this admonition he returned 
tio (ither answer but a smile, and then withdrew.*^c 
was afterwards taken into custody, and |[ied at the Ohl«. 
Badey, for sending a threatening letter, contrsSTy to tiie 
statute; but no evidence could be fllund to prove the 
letters were of his hand-wriliug: nor did at# presumption 
appear against him, except his Ixiing in^'de-park, am> 
in \Vestminster*abhey, at the time and place appointed 
in the first two letters. On thi other hand, Mr. Baiytard 
proved, tliat oj^the Sunday, when he saw the duke in 
Hyde-park, he was on his way to Kensington, on par- 
ticular business, by his father’s order, signified to him 
that very morning: that he accordingly went thither, 
and dined with his uncle, in company with several other 
persons, to whom he related what had passed betwe«i 
the duke of Marlborough and him in the Park : that his 
being afterwards in Westiniiister-abbey was the effect (A 
niere accident; that Mr. James Greenwood, hisjtinsman, 
who had lain that preceding night at his father’s house, 
desired him to dress himself, that they might walk to- 
gether in the Park; ^nd We did nit comply with his re- 
<iuest till after much •solicitat ion: that he proposed to 
cuter the Park #ithout passing through the Abbey, but 
was prevailed upon by Afr, Gri^nvvood, who expressed 
a desire of seeing the newly-crccted monument of general 
Hargrave ; that as he had formerly communicated to Ifis 
friend the strange circutftslunce of the duke’s speaking ^ 
him in Ilyde-park, Mr. Greenwood no sooner s-vw that 
liohlcnfftj in the Abbey) than he^gave notice to Mr. Bar 
• M M 2 
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Hard, who \Us very Siiort-sighted; anl that ffoni lii\ 
j)a‘»sing them several tiraeS; concluding he wktod («» 
* ^leak with Mr. Barnard alone, he quitted him, and retired 
iiiU^lhe choir, that they might commune together with- 
out interruption. It likewise appeared, from undoubted 
evidence, that Barnard had often mentioned openly to hi.s 
friends and acquaintance, the circumstance of what passed 
between him and the duke in the Park and in the Abbey; 
that his father was a man of unblemished reputation, and 
in aflluent circumstances; that he himself was never re- 
duced to any want, or such exigence as might impel him 
to/)ny desperate methods of obtaining money; that his 
fufrlity had bc,ii often tried, and his life always irre- 
p’'‘iacliahie, For these reasons he was acquitted of the 
crime laid to his charge, and the mystery remains to this 
day undiscovG ed. 

After all, C author of the letters does not seem to 
have had any real design to extort money, because the 
scheme was very ill calculated for that purpose; and in- 
deed could not possibly take effect wilhqjjt the most im- 
minent risk of detection. Perhaps hi$ aim was nothing 
more than to gratify a petulance and peculiarity of hu- 
mour, by alarming the duke, exciting the curiosity of the 
public, p^izzling the multitude, and giving rise to a thou 
S'lnd lidiculous conjectures. If any thing more was in 
tcndtdf and the duke earnestly desired to know the extent 
of the scheme, he might, when he closeted the person 
suspected, have encouraged him t(\a declaration, by pro- 
mising inviolable secrecy on his word and honour, in 
which any man would have confided as a sacred obliga- 
tion. On the whole, k is surprising that the death of the 
duke, which happened in the coiirse of this year, was 
never attributed to the secret practices of this incen- 
diary correspondent, wl*> had*givcn him to understand, 
that his vengeance, though slow, would not be (he less 
eiirtaiii. 
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Note K, p/318. 

Till': next bill that fell under the coj^nizance of 
house, related to a law transaction, and was siigg^ted 
by a petition f resented in the name of the sheriffs, and 
graktees of pobt-iiiies under the crown of England. They 
eiiuiueratcd and explained the difficulties under which 
they laboured, in raising and collecting these fines within 
the respective counties; particularly when the estate con-j^ 
\cyed by fine was no more than a right of reversion, jii 
wliicb case (hey could not possibly levy the post-fine, unless 
the purchaser should obtain possession within thcte:jji of 
the sheriffalty, or pay it of his own free |il), as they could, 
not distrain while the lands were in possestAan of^ie 
donee. They, therefore, projwsed a»method for raising 
these post-fines by a prefer officer, to l^ appointed for 
that purpose ; and prayed that leave be given 
bring in a bill accordingly. This petititm was seconded 
by n messiage from the king, Inporting, that his majesty, 
as far as his interest was concerned, gave his consent that 
the house inigTt act in this affair as they should think 
proper. 

The commons, in a committee of the whole house, 
l^axiiig taken into consideration the merits o^the peti- 
tion, formed several resolutions ; upon which a bill 
founded for the more regular and easy collecting, ijnyuunt- 
iug for, and paying of post-fines, which should be due to 
the crown, or to th^ grantees theAof under the crown, 
and for the ease of sheriffs in respect to the saide. Before 
it passed into a law, however, it was opposed by a petition 
in favour of one WilliaiQ Daw, 0 lunatic, clerk of the 
king's silver-office, Alleging, that should the bill pass, it 
would deprive the said Daw and his successors of an an- 
cient fee belonging to h« offi(^, on searches made for 
lost-fines by the under sheriffs' of the several counties; 
therefore, praying that such provision might be made/ort 
the said lunatic as tottbe house should seem just and 
reasonable. This, and divers other petitions respectilhg 
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tbe^uill bLMngtJiscussejt'in the committe|;> it underwent 
.:;vcral amciidments, and was enacted 'into a lafv; the 
pirticulars of which cannot be propeily understood with- 
out previous explanation of this method of conveying 
estates; a subject obscure in itself, founded* upon a seem- 
ing subterfuge of law, scarce reconcileahle with the dic- 
tates ofcoiunion sense, and consequently iinjiroper for the 
pen of an historian. 


Note L, p. 3S8. 

Ay, the curiosity of the reader may be interested in these 
«''e$d*utions, we sj^all here insert them for his satisfaction, 
I'l^comiyittce resolved, that the ell ought to eontaiu one 
yard and one quarWr, according to the yard mentioned 
in the third resolution of the former committee upon the 
s^ibject of weighs and measures; that the pole, or perch, 
should contain in length five such yards and a half; the 
furlong two hundred and itenty ; and the mile one Ihon- 
sarid ^eveii hundred and sixty: that the superficial perch 
should contain thirty square yards and It quarter ; the 
rood one thousand two hundred and ten; and the acre 
four thousand eight humlred and forty: that according 
to the foiCtb, fifth, and sixth resedutions of the lormcr 
committee, upon the subject of weights and measures, 
agreed f ) by the bouse on tlK; second day of dune in the 
preceding yrear, the quart ought to contain seventy cubic;d 
inches and one half ; the pint thirty^five and one i[uartcr; 
the peck tfve hundred and sixty- four; and the bushel two 
thousand two hundred and fifty-six. I bat the several 
parts of the pound, mef tinned in the eighth resolution of 
the former committee, examined aiut adjusted in presence 
of this committee, viz. the half pouii^ or six ounces, 
quarter of a pound or thr^ oun(4''s, two ounces, one ounce, 
two half ounces, the five-penny weight, three-[)enny 
weight, two-penny weight, and one-penny weight, tin* 
twelve grains, six grams, three grains, two grains, and 
tto of one grain each, ought to be the models of the 
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several parts of the said pound, Iiid to bejased for sieing 
or atljisfing: weights fo^ tlie future. That all weight? 
exceeding a jwund should be of brass, copper, bell-riiet'’f, 
or cast-iron; and all those of cast-iron should he in 
the form, and with a handle of hammered iron, such as 
the pattern herewith produced, having the mark of the 
weight cast in the iron ; and all weights of a pound, or 
under, should he of gold, silver, brass, copper, or bell-,, 
metal, That all weights of cast-iron should have^be^ 
initial letters of the riame of the maker upon the uppe^ 
bar of the handle; and all other weights should have Ae’ 
same, together with the mark of the weight, acco^ing 
to this standard, upon some conveniept part thereof. 
the yard, mentioned in the second rcsonition ^ the dr- 
iller committee, upon the subject of weights and metres, 
agreed to by the house in the last session, being thosSnd- 
« ard of length, and the (Kmiid mentiou^in the eighty 
resolution, being the standard of weighKught to be de- 
posited in the court of the reieipt of tj^xebequ^ and 
the chief baron, and the seal of uiBce bi the cbambtrlaiu 
of tl)e exchequer, and not to be opened but by the order 
, and in the pi’eseiice of the chancellor of the exchequer 
and chief baron for the time being. That the most effec- 
tual means to ascertain uniformity in measuret of length 
and weight, to be used tliroughout the realm, would be 
to appoint certain persons, ^t one particular offtp^ wfth 
clerks and workmen uude$ them, for the purpose only of 
fixing and adjusting, for the use of |he subjec^, all mea- 
sures of length, and^ll weights, being partsjimultiples, 
or ccitain proportions of the standards to ife used for the 
future. That a model or pattern o^the said standard yard, 
memioned in the second rbolution of the former commit- 
tee, .and new in the custody of the clerk of the bouse, and 
a mode! or pal tern of thesj^ndard pound, mentioned in the 
eighth resolution of that commillee, together with models 
or]>a1!(*rns of the parts of the said pound now presented 
to the house, and also of the multl|ples of the said pound, 
mentioned in this reptjrt (when the same arc adjusted!), 
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be in the aid office, in custody of the said 
e>i‘iN()iiS to be apjiointed for sizing weiglits and ’..^hsures, 
in-'dt r the seal of the chief baron of the exchequer fi»r 
flu‘»C'imc being; to be opened only by onler of the said 
chief baron, in his presence, or the presence of one of the 
barons of the exchequer, on the application of the said 
persons, for the purpose of correcting and adjusting, as 
..occasioii should require, the patterns or models used at 
tlid^suid offi<‘e, for sizing me^^ures of length and weight 
hhvered out to the subjects. I'hat models or patterns of 
the said standard yard and standard pound aforesaid, and 
also lodels or patte ‘'ns of the parts and multiples aforesaid 
•-of We said pound. sh'*uld be lodged in the said office for the 
Sizing 01 sc'ch measur -s of length or weight, as, being parts, 
luuliiplcs, or proportions of the said standards, should 
hereal'.cr be required by any of his majesty’s subjects. 
Ii'hat all measf of length and weight, sized at the said' 
office, should be marked in some convenient part thereof 
will/siich m ’.X'ns shou hbe thought expedient, to show 
the iCieutity of liie' measures and weights sized at the saitl 
office, and to discover any frauds that may be committed 
therein. That the said office should he kept within a 
convenient distance of the court of exchequer at West- 
minster; and all the measures of length and weight, 
within a certain distance of London, should be corrected 
and <'(>j)tssized, as occasion should require, at the said 
office, yhat, in order to enforce the uniformity in weights 
and measp’’es to be used for the future, all persons ap- 
pointed IjJUhe crown to act as justices of the peace in 
any county, e^ty, or town corporate, being respectively 
counties within themselves, throughout the realm, should 
be empowered to hear and determine, and put the law 
in execution, in respect to weights and mcasui’cs only, 
without any of them be^jg obliged so sue out a dedimust 
or to act in any other matUi ; and the said commissioners 
, should be empowered to sue, imprison, inflict, or mitigate 
such penalties as shoulu be thought proper ; and have such 
oHiier authorities as should be ii 'cessary for compelling 



NOTES TO THE FlFTl I , VOLUME. 407 

( 

till* u^i'. of weights ai*'!' measures, a*;r('eal)ly to the afore- 
said slai; ’ F'.u* mo^‘,*ls or 'patterns of the .H 

standard yantmid pound, and' of the part« and multiples 
tliereof, before mentioned, should be distriuuted in each 
rountv, in such a manner as to ])e readily used for t A- 
denci' in all cases where measures ami wei|;hts should he 
([uestioned before the said commissioners, and for adjust- 
the same* in a proper manner. , , 
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